
Celebrating the Feast of St Agnes 25-26 August 2018 Year B 

The traditional legends recount Agnes as a thirteen year old from a Christian family, a minority in Rome’s 
pagan religious culture, who was born in 291AD. She was a great beauty who had dedicated her life with God 
as a virgin. Many admirers were attracted to her but she declared that her only spouse would be Jesus Christ. 
Some didn’t like that. The Roman Emperor, Diocletian, promised that no Christian would survive his treatment 
of them. In due time, Agnes was ordered by a Roman Magistrate to offer sacrifice to the goddess Minerva. 
The official warned that she would die if she refused. Meanwhile, Roman law forbad execution of virgins. 
When she refused, the judge punished her by placing her in a brothel, seeking to corrupt her morals and her 
faith. Agnes’ was humiliated but her integrity led people to respect her. Legend recounts that the Magistrate’s 
own son, tried to disrespect her, but was blinded for his boldness. With Agnes’ forgiveness, his sight was 
restored. Admitting defeat, the Magistrate ordered her execution about 305A.D. Even pagan Romans were 
shocked: how could an innocent thirteen-year-old girl be such a threat that Rome needed to execute her? She 
was buried in a catacomb on the Via Nomentana outside the city walls. Soon 
after, Christians began to make pilgrimages to her grave. Later, Emperor 
Constantine's daughter, Constanza, built a Church over her grave. It is certain 
that by 354, the Roman Church's official calendar of martyrs included Agnes' 
name. A Pope wrote an epitaph for her. She is mentioned in the sermons we 
have of several leading Christian. Scientists examined her relics proving her 
youthfulness. 
 Some stories about Agnes developed in the genre of legend to teach something 
that is true. What is true about Agnes for us today? Without doubt, Agnes was a 
teenage martyr in a society in which marriage was legalised for twelve year 
olds. Christians have honoured her from earliest times. Agnes’ example 
encourages people who seek to live their Christian faith with single-hearted 
commitment, or who are vulnerable to abuse. Hymns were composed in her 
honour. Legends were told about her. Her name was inserted into the First 
Eucharistic Prayer of the Latin Mass. Agnes' symbol is a lamb. In Greek, her 
name means ‘pure’. The word Agnes is similar to the Latin word Agnus, which means ‘lamb’. Agnes is 
venerated at two special places in Rome: the Church of St Agnes at the site of her death in the Piazza Navona 
and the place of her burial where another St. Agnes' Church stands on the Via Nomentana outside the city 
walls. Archaeological evidence here includes an ancient text written about her and her portrait, with her 
symbol, a lamb, painted on a circlet of gilded glass dating from the fourth century. Agnes models saints 
honoured for both their personal dedication to Christ as virgins and for witnessing their faith in Christ in the 
face of terror. Though the “bullies” were more powerful materially at the time, it is Agnes who inspires us and 
whom we remember and honour today. Agnes’ biography was written a century after her death.  

  

Dearest St Agnes, our courageous patron, although you were only a child, you believed that Jesus was always 
with you; help us to remember that he is also with us, and to remain true to his presence. You refused to give 

up your faith; help us to be proud of our faith, to love it, to be strong in it, and to give witness to it daily. Patron 
saint of children, watch over the children of this parish and those of the whole world; keep them safe from harm, be 

with them in their hour of need, and pray for them always. St Agnes, pray for us. 

                          OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 

                            OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

 

                                       
  



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

First Holy Communion 
The students and their families will be  
celebrating the Sacrament of First Holy  
Communion at 6.00pm on the following dates: 

Monday, 27 August 
St Agnes’ Primary students &  

other schools. 

Tuesday, 28 August  
St Joseph’s Primary students 
No 5.15pm weekday Mass. 

Wednesday, 29 August  
St Peter’s Primary students 
No 5.15pm weekday Mass. 

We are very fortunate to be sharing in the  
wonderful journey of these children and ask that 
you keep them and their families in your prayers 
over the coming weeks.  
 

MacKillop Gift Shop 

The MacKillop Gift Shop is fully stocked with 
beautiful and affordable gifts, cards and books 
for the sacrament of  First Holy Communion. 
Opening hours are Monday to Friday 10.00am 
to 2.00pm. The shop is located at 106 Horton 
Street, opposite the NRMA. The phone number 
is 6584 9779.  
 

Lake Cathie - Cenacle 
Cenacle including the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
the Rosary with Adoration is held every  
Thursday at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake 
Cathie commencing at 3.00pm.  All are  
welcome.  For more information contact Rose 
0415 435 135. 
 

Parish Directory of Services 

There are copies of the 2018 Parish Directory of 
Ministries and Services available from the  
Presbytery Office. The updated directory details 
the many initiatives our Parish is involved in and 
provides the relevant contact details. This  
directory is also available on the parish website. 

 

Coeliac Hosts 
Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners. 
When attending Mass in the Church, prior to 
Mass beginning please go to the Sacristy and 
advise the sacristan. Then sit towards the front 
of the Church. If you attend one of the Chapels 
see the sacristan who will assist you. 

NOT TOO LATE TO DONATE! 
Thank you for your generous donations. 

Donations can be dropped into the  
Presbytery Office. 
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Reflection 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time 

The decisions called for in 
today's readings are life 
decisions. The people at the 
time of Joshua had to decide 
which god they would worship. 
The disciples of Jesus had to 
decide if he was the one who 
would fulfill their messianic 
expectations. We have life 
decisions to make as well. How 
will we choose? 

The choices we make 
determine the character of our 
union with God. God called us 
out of the slavery of sin and 
protected us throughout the 

journey of our lives. Jesus walked with us through the 
challenges of life and performed wonders for us. Why 
should we look elsewhere? Because we face new 
challenges. The new demands placed on us may be so 
great, or the commitment required of us may be so 
demanding that we feel that we can no longer walk 
with him. The church may be changing in ways we do 
not appreciate, or it may not be changing in the ways 
we believe it should, and so we may feel that we can 
walk with him no longer. 

If we decide to commit ourselves, we will enter into a 
union with God that is deeper than anything we have 
previously known. However, this union will be based 
on faith. We may understand no more than we did in 
the past, things may be no more to our liking. But, ‘to 
whom shall we go?’ Jesus is God's holy one; he has the 
words of eternal life. 

© Dianne Bergant CSS , Liturgy Help. 

 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The two magnificent stained glass windows behind 

the altar depict our Patroness St Agnes and               

St Francis Xavier.  The St Agnes’ window was         

donated by the descendants of Peter and Mary 

Cavanagh of Rawdon Island and the St Francis       

Xavier window donated by the descendants of    

John Joseph McInherney who died in 1940 and who 

was a great fundraiser for the construction of           

St Agnes’ Church. 



Wraps with Love 

Thank You Morning Tea 
The Catholic Women’s League will be 
hosting a thank you morning tea for all 
who have participated and contributed in 
any way to Wraps with Love. The knitters, 
sewers, crocheters, donators of wool or 
money. Morning tea will be held on 
Friday, 31 August at 10.00am in the 
Tenison Woods Centre, Lochinvar Place. Please 
come and join us so we can acknowledge your 
generosity in spirit. For more information contact 
Monica on 6582 5770. 

 

Memories Wanted!! 
Older parishioners will recall the wonderful Bonny 
Hills Parish picnics of the 1970s when Mass was 
celebrated under the banksia trees. Mass would 
be followed by a communal picnic and the much 
anticipated kids’ tractor rides along the beach, by 
Fr Donnelly. If any parishioner has photos, slides 
or great memories of these picnic days could you 
please call the Presbytery on 6583 1024. 

 

Catholic Men’s Club 
Men over 18!! Clear your diary Tuesday afternoons 
to meet new friends in an informal, relaxed, 
atmosphere at the Catholic Men’s Dinner Club. 
Drop in for a yarn, raffles and light supper at our 
licensed premises, open Tuesday afternoons from 
4.00pm - 7:30pm.  Come with a friend or come 
alone, you'll be made welcome.  You'll find us in 
Horton Street next to the Youth Hub, just behind 
Porto Bistro restaurant.  For more information 
contact Paul Scully 0412 654 721, Peter 
Rasmussen 0411 166 089 or Damian Bennie 
on 0427 821 581. 
 

Parish Hospitality 

Parishioners are invited to stay after the 5.00pm 
Mass on Sunday, 2 September and enjoy  a cuppa 
and a chat. This will be hosted by Regional 
College. 
 

The Catholic Leader 

Is available for sale from the Presbytery Office on 
a Friday, and the Church and Chapels over the 
weekend. Cost is $2.50. 
 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                 From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Phillip Gregory, Richard 
Todeusz Bystrzynski, Jake O’Sullivan, Monica  
Byrne, Rose-Ellen Lloyd, Beverley Bourke,  
Margaret Hollis, James Kehoe.  
Anniversaries: Mary Jamieson, Margaret Neilson, 
Kathleen Smith, Mary Clark, Jim Arnold, Andrew 
Malycha, John Starr, Patricia Bennett, Shiela 
Moon. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Stephen Murray,  
deceased members of White family, Adam 
Triggell, Kathleen Connors, Cyril & Eileen Bennett, 
Phyllis Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien, Edward  
O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie  
Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner, 
deceased members of Dunn, O’Brien & Reilly  
families, Br Michael O’Connor, Francis Sweeney,  
Marija Miller, Beryl Thomas, donor intentions and 
masses of thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO 
Fr Frank Brennan SJ is a highly regarded Jesuit 
priest. He is a human rights lawyer well known for 
his demands for justice and for his defence of the 
vulnerable and powerless. Fr Frank will be in Coffs 
Harbour being interviewed by Dr Jan Strom on  
Friday, 21 September at the Norm Jordan Pavilion, 
in the Showground, starting at 7.00pm. Entry is by 
donation. This invitation has been extended by the 
Coffs Harbour Council of Churches. If you would 
like more information please contact Cassie on 
6652 9185.   

 

 

Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service 
WANTED:  VOLUNTEER WORKERS  

FINANCE OFFICER AND PROPERTY MANAGER 
The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires volunteers 
to assist with the work of the local Church in the 
Kimberley. There are various important voluntary 
tasks: administration, building maintenance,  
gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc.  
Placements are preferred for a period of 6 months.  
We are currently seeking volunteers for several 
parishes including Broome, Balgo, Kalumburu and 
Bidyadanga. For further details on how to be a part 
of this unique experience, and an application form, 
please contact, Volunteer Coordinator:  
Anneliese Rohr on 08 9192 1060. 
Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org  
Web: www.broomediocese.org 
Mail:  PO Box 76, Broome WA  6725 
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‘Kindness is the  
language which the 

deaf can hear and the 
blind can see.’ 

‘Well done is better 
than well said.’ 

mailto:volunteers@broomediocese.org
http://www.broomediocese.org


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Maureen Dick 
 Kym Condon 
7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Denise McLoughlin 
9.00am: Joan Lancaster 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Betty Hodgson 
5.00pm: Emily Shelley 
 Amelia Stennett 
 Marraki Kilpatrick 
 Cassidy New 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: S & K Panes 
9.00am: S Hartas 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Grace Ryan 
2/16 Munster Street 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6584 0609 

 
 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Pastoral Assistant  
Peter O’Driscoll 
T (02) 6584 9970 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jason Gill 
 Peter Brooks 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Rudiolf Szibrowski 
7.30am:  Jennifer Crossing 
 Dianne Gander 
 Elise Gardiner 
 Kay Farrawell 
9.00am: Mike Hawtin 
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Pat Daley 
 Peta Rourke 
5.00pm: Timo Gobius 
                   Marg Gobius 
 Carol Briscoe 
 Peter Briscoe 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

22nd Sunday in OT Year B 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8. 
Psalm 14;  
James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23. 
 

 
 

ROSTERS 1 - 2 September 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 27 August 
St Monica 
 

Tuesday 28 August 
St Augustine 
 

Wednesday 29 August 
The Passion of St John  
the Baptist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 

2 September 2018 

 

Daniella O’Brien 
Rick Galvin 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account.  

AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  
 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre,  

Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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