
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 8-9 September 2018 Year B 

Reflection  
 

 I read the other day a true story about a baby girl 
who was seriously ill in a Neonatal ICU. The 
paediatric specialist said there was very little hope. 
The baby’s five-year-old brother, Michael, kept 
begging his parents to let him see his sister. ‘I want 
to sing to her’, he kept saying. Children were not 
allowed in the ICU, but Michael’s mother eventually 
insisted that he be able to see his sister. 
When he got to the humidicrib he sang: ‘You are my 
sunshine, my only sunshine, you make me happy 
when skies are grey’. The nurse reported that as 
Michael sang, the baby’s pulse rate 
began to calm down and become 
steady. ‘Keep on singing, Michael’, 
encouraged his mother with tears in 
her eyes. ‘You never know, dear, how 
much I love you. Please don’t take 
my sunshine away.’ The baby 
recovered and left the hospital three 
weeks later. 
I am not pretending for a moment 
that Michael’s song healed his sister, 
but we should never underestimate 
the power of human support and love. It helps us to 
be healed. 
The Gospel story of the healing of the deaf mute is 
striking because it is one of the few stories where 
the crowd makes the request of healing from Jesus. 
This is understandable given that the man cannot 
speak for himself, but the scene, as Mark writes it, is 
very touching. Mark tells us that the crowd brought 
the man to Jesus. ‘They’ beg Jesus to heal him, 
‘they’ are ordered not to tell anyone about the 
miracle, but ‘they’ go straight out and tell everyone 
about it. 

What happens there is what happens here every 
Sunday. Coming to Mass is not a private affair. It is 

not my Mass, my prayer, my Church. The pronouns 
we use reveal a lot about our attitudes. It’s our 
Eucharist, our prayer and our Church. Within the 
Mass there are opportunities for private prayer, 
but Eucharist is, essentially, an action of the 
assembled community. In our own way we bring 
the deaf and the mute to Jesus each time we 
gather. This is what the Prayers of the Faithful are 
all about. This is why they are so important. 
When we visit another parish we can tell a lot about 
it by the care with which the intercessions are 
composed and compiled. If they only attend to the 
needs of the parish and never with the wider Church 

or the world, if they focus on the 
needs of the Catholic world and 
never with the plight of those in 
crisis, who may not share our faith or 
may hold to another or no faith, it 
says so much. 
The Church has always believed in 
the power of intercessory prayer. 
Not that God needs to be reminded 
what our world needs. God knows 
that better than we know it. But 
intercessory prayer sorts our 

priorities and establishes who has a claim on our 
affections and concerns. It also enables others to 
know that we stand in solidarity with them. 
And miracles still happen when we are one with 
those for whom we hope and pray. Sometimes the 
first miracle that occurs is that we notice the needs 
of some group beyond our immediate circle. Their 

suffering moves us and we choose to help them. 
Let’s pray in this Eucharist that Christ removes our 
blindness, opens our ears and loosens our tongues 
so that we speak up for those who are most in need 
of a healing word that brings them justice and peace. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

Liturgy Help. 

                          OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                            OUR MISSION 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
14 September  

It's said that if we laid out, end-to-end, all the parts of 
the True Cross found throughout Europe today, the 
line would stretch from Rome to Jerusalem! Today's 
feast has its roots in such piety, and is an extraordi-
nary story. In 326 the Emperor Constantine's    
mother, Helena, at the grand age of eighty set sail 
for Jerusalem to find the cross of Jesus and his 
tomb. To her satisfaction she found the site of the 
Holy Sepulchre and established a church on the site, 
which is venerated as such to this day. 

The true cross was more elusive. It was claimed that 
the leaders of the Jews had hidden the cross in a 
Jerusalem well. One of the Jewish leaders told the 
Empress Helena in which well to look. The story 
goes that they dug for days and found three crosses. 
They weren't sure which one was the true cross, so 
the Bishop of Jerusalem, the later Saint Macarius, 
sent the crosses off to the bedside of a dying     
woman. She touched the first two crosses to no   
effect, but on touching the third cross she immedi-
ately recovered. St Helena had found the True 
Cross. The True Cross remained in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem until the early 7th 
Century when the entire city was looted by the    
Persian king, Chosroes II who took the cross back to 
Persia. In 628 Emperor Heraclius II overthrew the 
regime in Persia and carried the cross, firstly to  
Constantinople, his capital city, and then in the 
spring of 629, to Jerusalem. Today's feast, the      
Triumph or the Exaltation of the Cross, commemo-
rates this triumphant return of the Holy Cross to   
Jerusalem. 

On the one hand it's a rather ghoulish tradition which 
pays so much attention to the instrument of torture 
used to kill Jesus. The only modern equivalent we 
might have is the pilgrimage people make to the  
ovens of Auschwitz and Dachau. No one goes there 
to gloat. These are places at which we remember 
past evils so that it might never happen again. 

In a similar way this is what today's feast calls us to 
focus on. The triumph of Jesus' cross is that in it, 
through it, and beyond it, he has shown us how to let 
go of the evil that can trap us in the most destructive 
of behaviours, and embrace a life that is loving, just 
and good. We see in the Cross the price to be paid 
for living our humanity to the full, for sacrificial and 
saving love, and for confronting evil head-on. To the 
degree that we do these things, we share in the 
Cross as well, and in the final and never-ending tri-
umph of Christ's resurrection. Whatever jokes might 
be made about how far the fragments of the True 
Cross might reach today, the love between Father, 
Son and Spirit for all people around the world who 
suffer, reveals the degree to which our God wants us 
to know his solidarity with our lot. 

The Cross stands as the sign 
that God does not condemn us, 
nor want us to perish, but that 
the Son came to us, and suf-
fered, died and was raised so 
that we might know the way 
which leads to love and eternal 
life.              

Fr Richard Leonard, SJ            
Liturgy Help 
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Ordination to the Priesthood 

Deacons Anselm Okeke, Wilber Tobe and Emmanuel 
Okparanaku have been accepted for priestly ordination 
within our Diocese. They will be ordained in St 
Carthage’s Cathedral on Wednesday, 14 November by 
Bishop Greg Homeming OCD. We ask you to keep 
these Deacons in your prayers. 

 

Long Service Awards 
Staff of St Agnes’ Parish 

The 2018 Long Service Awards will be held on Tuesday, 
18 September at the weekday 5.15pm Mass.  This will be 

followed by a light supper in the Church grounds.   
All parishioners are  invited to attend and support  

our long service employees.    
 For further details please  

contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
This year there are two employees who have worked 

within our parish for 40 years! 
 

2018 HSC Prayer Sponsors 
Prayer Sponsors are needed for the Year 12 students 
sitting their HSC exams.  A prayer sponsor is someone 
who prays for another person with a specific intention 
in mind.  If you are interested in being a Prayer 
Sponsor please contact the respective schools by 
Wednesday, 26 September. 
 

MacKillop College     6583 2632 
St Joseph’s Regional College  5525 4100 
Newman Senior Technical College  6580 3800 
 

Further details  will be sent to you before the HSC 
exams commence on 18 October. 
 

Plenary Council—2020 
One of the key aspects of the Plenary Council 2020 will 
be prayer. A special prayer has been written for the 
process of preparation, celebration and implementation 
for the Plenary Council 2020. Copies of this prayer are 
available on card format if you would like one. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.  
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.  

O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and 
guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.  

Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to 
recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.  

Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak 
boldly of your truth.  

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a 
discerning heart to hear what you are saying.  

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we  
may live the joy of the Gospel.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey 
from age to age. Amen.  

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.  
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.  

 
 

 
 
 



MacKillop Centre  
2019 Orders 

Orders are now being taken for the 2019 ORDO, 
2019 Mass Books, God’s Word and Sacred Space.  
Please phone the bookshop with your orders.  
Don’t forget the MacKillop Centre is fully stocked 
with beautiful and affordable gifts, cards and books 
for all occasions. Opening hours are Monday to 
Friday 10.00am to 2.00pm. The shop is located at 
106 Horton Street, opposite the NRMA. The phone 
number is 6584 9779.  

 

Sacristy & Church Cleaning Roster 
Church Flower Roster 

Anyone unable to continue in the 2019 roster 
please contact the Presbytery Office by Friday,  
28 September.  For those wishing to continue into 
the 2019 roster, you need do nothing, unless you 
have a change of contact details. More volunteers 
are needed so for more information please call 
Eileen on 0412 822 225 after 1 October. 

 

Claim the Date 
‘JAZZIN IT UP’  Hastings Choristers present  a 
jazzy concert in Sails Resort on Thursday, 20 
September from  6.30pm - 8.00pm. All are invited 
to attend & tickets available from the Glasshouse.  
 

Savvy Singers  
Meet in the Tenison Woods Centre at 12 noon on 
a Monday. All are invited and we are welcoming 
new members. We’ve recently had lots of media 
attention. But we want to stress that most 
members of our singing group are healthy with no 
major problems and aim to stay that way - that’s 
why we sing! It is a singing group for everyone with 
no audition- just enthusiasm so come and sing 
with us - it’s fun. For more information call 
Robyn  0407 007 993.  
 

Black & White Charity Concert 
Sunday 9 September from 2.00pm at  
Panthers Auditorium. Tickets $5.00. 

All proceeds to Rotary Lodge  
at the Base Hospital 

 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased:  Felix Bocci, Keith Hanlon, 
Sam Saltafosso, Bessie Mifsud, Peter Robbins, 
Robert Thurling, Phillip Gregory, Gwen Nunn, 
Sinead McNamara, Dawn Gersbach, Ken 
McGuiness. 
Anniversaries: Lila King, Totchie Farrales,  
Geffrey William, Edward Hogan, Fr Tom Hogan. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Briana Kelly, Theresa 
Kelly, Betty Burns, Adam Triggell, Zorayda 
Corpuz, Stephen Murray, Marija Miller, John & 
Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas, 
Robert and Molly Friggens, John Haxell, Beryl 
Margaret Thomas, Teresa Hickey, Jack Mooney,  
donor intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO 
Fr Frank Brennan SJ is a highly regarded Jesuit 
priest. He is a human rights lawyer well known for 
his demands for justice and for his defence of the 
vulnerable and powerless. Fr Frank will be in Coffs 
Harbour being interviewed by Dr Jan Strom on  
Friday, 21 September at the Norm Jordan Pavilion, 
in the Showground, starting at 7.00pm. Entry is by 
donation. This invitation has been extended by the 
Coffs Harbour Council of Churches. If you would 
like more information please contact Cassie on 
6652 9185.   

 

Lake Cathie - Cenacle 
Cenacle including the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
the Rosary with Adoration is held every Thursday 
at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  
commencing at 3.00pm.  All are welcome.  For 
more information contact Rose 0415 435 135. 
 

Parish Directory of Services 

There are copies of the 2018 Parish Directory of 
Ministries and Services available from the  
Presbytery Office. The updated directory details 
the many initiatives our Parish is involved in and 
provides the relevant contact details. This  
directory is also available on the parish website. 
 

The Catholic Leader 

Is available for sale from the Presbytery Office on 
a Friday, and the Church and Chapels over the 
weekend. Cost is $2.50. 
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‘One of the things I’ve 
learned is to be receptive 

of feedback.’ 

‘The man who has 
no imagination 
has no wings.’ 



 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Margaret Donnelly 
 Margaret Swan 
 Sue Williams 
7.30am: Sonia West 
 Peter Swan 
 Brian Tierney 
9.00am: Cathy Hawtin 
 Trish Green 
 Narelle Panneman 
5.00pm: Caitlin Risch 
 TJ Avery 
 Miah Redfern 
 Mary Shelley 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: Volunteer please 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: L Fuller & J Howle 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Zilla Tonks 
2 Macquarie Place 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6583 4713 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Pastoral Assistant  
Peter O’Driscoll 
T (02) 6584 9970 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Lisa Toomey 
 Des Grisell 
 Kym Condon 
7.30am:  Kevin Lewis 
 Greg Grace 
 Beverly Arthur-Pfeil 
 Wendy Pfeil 
9.00am: Ann Thurgate 
 Pat Daley 
 Betty Hodgson 
5.00pm: Jim Dempsey 
                   Sophie Priddis 
 Ginaya Yarnold 
 Tina Madden 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

24th Sunday in OT Year B 
Isaiah 50:5-9 
Psalm 114 
James 2:14-18 
Mark 8:27-35 
 
 

 
 

ROSTERS 15-16 September 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 

 

Wednesday 12 September 
The Most Holy Name of Mary 
 
Thursday 13 September 
St John Chrysostom 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 14 September 
The  Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross 
 
Saturday 15 September 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 

16 September 2018 

 

Donna Sprague 
Stephen Hall 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account.  

AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  
 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre,  

Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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