
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 13-14 October 2018 Year B 

The Loving Gaze 
Let’s go straight to the protagonist in this story who 
at the end is called a man of great wealth. In that 
society this meant a landowner with extensive 
holdings. 
But this wealth had corrupted his whole personality 
and way of thinking. There was no deep down 
hunger because whenever he craved anything, he 
knew he could buy it or use his status or power to 
bend others to his will. 
The man boasts about all the commandments he has 
kept but Jesus is not satisfied with that minimum. 
Jesus is not a minimalist. Jesus tunes into the man’s 
wavelength and says: ‘There is one thing you lack.’ 
That would have got the rich 
man’s attention: the 
suggestion that he was 
missing something. 
But to his shock he was to 
hear that what he was 
lacking was a big heart, a 
very big heart: ‘Go, sell 
everything you own and give 
everything to the poor.’ 
He had to get rid of his 
possessions and the security and status they bought 
because they were shrivelling up his heart. 
Jesus is saying to you and to me: ‘Yes, you keep the 
commandments, more or less. At least you try. Okay. 
But that is really the bare minimum. The real 
question is: What do you have to do to expand your 
heart: to become big hearted enough to allow my 
heartbeat to become your heartbeat?’ 
We each know what is holding us back from being 
one heart with Jesus Christ. 
For some, to be a true follower will require giving up 
all possessions, as with St Francis of Assisi. For 
others, a real hurting redistribution of wealth is 
required. Our taxes do a fair bit of that, and then our  

voluntary response to need and injustice on top of 
that. 
But at some stage in our lives, we have known, or  
know now, or will know what it is we are hanging on 
to: the one thing we cannot or will not give up. The 
one thing that is so much part of our personality we 
cannot imagine what it would be like to get up and 
get rid of it. 
There is only one factor that can give us, give you, give 
me, the courage and trust that is needed. 
Note in the Gospel story, and the only time in Mark, it 
says: ‘Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him.’ 
St John of the Cross, the Spanish mystic, says that: 
‘With God, to gaze at is to love’, desiring to imprint 
grace on the one held in the loving gaze (The Spiritual 

Canticle, stanzas 32, 33). 
‘Jesus looked steadily at him 
and loved him.’ 
Those eyes, that gaze, is 
directed at you, and at me 
personally, totally, directly, 
but most of all lovingly. It is 
not the glare of the critical 
eye but the look full of the 
possibility of who you could 
be as a follower of Jesus 

Christ. 
That, and only that, can give you the courage. 
So close your eyes and envisage our Lord Jesus Christ 
gazing steadily on you and say: 
‘Lord, I know there is something you want me to do to 
enlarge my heart.’ 
‘Lord, I know there is something I must give up to 
enable this to happen.’ 
‘Lord, give me courage and trust.’ 
‘Lord, look steadily at me and love me.’ 
‘Amen.’ 

 
© Fr Michael Tate 

Liturgy Help  

                          OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                            OUR MISSION 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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PLEASE JOIN US  
‘A Journey into the 

Catholic Faith’ 
Starting Wednesday  17 October at 5.30pm  

St Agnes’ Youth Hub 

This course aims to explore “the Christian faith in 
its entirety and in its authenticity,” in accordance 
with the Catholic Church’s understanding. The 
program offers support and friendships with like-
minded people to assist in faith formation and 
growth. You meet one night per week over a  
period of time. Discussions about the Catholic 
faith are in a casual setting offering conversation 
and guidance on how your faith can enrich your 
everyday life. For more information contact  
Fr Peter at the Presbytery office on  6583 1024.  
The first topic will be: 
 

 Why Do We Believe in God? 
In this topic, we will discuss the desire of human 
beings to know what things are and why they are, 
the different conclusions men and women have 
come up with and then explore the reasons we   
believe in God. The questions to be explored are: 
What is the search for meaning of life? What are the 
different answers to the question about the     
meaning of life? What do Christians mean by “God”? 
What are the reasons we believe God exists? Why is 
there evil in the world? 
   

Christmas Availability Forms 
Readers & Commentators 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Please return your Christmas availability forms by 
emailing back to Denise, placing on 
the weekend collection plates or 
dropping into the Presbytery Office.  
If your form is not returned by Friday,  
2 November it will be assumed that 
you are  available. If you have any 
questions please contact the  
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
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Welcome Fr Dennis Rochford MSC 
As Fr Paul begins his holidays we 
welcome Fr Dennis Rochford MSC who 
will be assisting Fr Peter during this 
period. Fr Dennis is a priest from the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart.  

 

All Souls’ Day 
Friday 2 November 

A special Mass is being commemorated 
on Friday, 2 November at 12.05pm in  
St Agnes’ Church for departed relatives 
and friends.  It is an opportunity to 
remember those who have died yet 
remain close to us in our hearts and in 
our minds. Music and other rituals will 
be incorporated into the Mass. An 
invitation has been extended to the 
wider community to participate in this 
Commemoration Mass.  

 

November Mass Intentions 
When submitting November Mass intentions for the 
deceased please ensure all names are CLEARLY 
PRINTED and the envelope is clearly labelled 
November Masses. You can place your envelopes 
on the collection plates at weekend Masses, or leave 
them at the Presbytery Office. 
 

Prayer for HSC Students 

As Year 12 begin their HSC this week we ask you to 
keep them in your prayers. 

 

Lord we pray for those sitting their exams. 
That they may remain calm and at peace 

so they will be able to make the best use of 
their talents, the study they have done 

and the education they have been given. 
Let nothing prevent them 

from doing as well as they deserve 
and may they be ready to support 

and encourage one another. Amen. 

‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 

who announces peace, who brings good news...’ 
 

Next weekend, 20-21 October, our parish will be holding the annual 

Catholic Mission Church Appeal. This year we are invited to help to heal a 

nation through education in Myanmar. Led by  Cardinal Charles Maung 

Bo, the Church is developing an alternative system of quality education, 

with comprehensive teacher training programs and the    establishment of 

new schools, especially in remote areas. It has been called an “education 

revolution”, and the potential impact is far-reaching. Please come pre-

pared next weekend and give generously to this important work. You will 

have an opportunity to become an integral part of this inspiring work by 

joining as a monthly giving partner. This regular contribution will directly 

support education in Myanmar.  

Freecall: 1800 257 296. Website: catholicmission.org.au/Myanmar 



 
 
 

BE the 7 October: Connectors 

Connectors recognise and act on the need for 

dialogue between young people and the 
generations which precede them, especially 
Church leaders. 

Connectors understand that spaces must be 

created so that listening and honest dialogue can 
exist between generations. They believe that with 
their contribution, the Church will be able to 
relevantly engage with today’s context. 

In this Year of Youth, we ask that all parishioners 

encourage and support our young people to be 
connectors. 

 

Presbytery & Church 
Closing Early 

Both the Presbytery and the 
Church will be closing at 3.30pm 
on Monday, 15 October for the 
annual pest spraying. 

 

Volunteers Required 
Qualitative Research Interview 

Jones & Co Marketing, has been contracted on 
behalf of the Parish to conduct a research project 
on the attitudes and needs of people as they retire 
and age in our community. The findings of their 
research and your participation will be confidential. 
We are seeking three volunteers who would be 
interested in assisting them:  
 A person who is 60+ years and 

working either part, or full time, 
but has started planning for 
retirement.  

 Two people aged 60-70 years 
who have  retired and are 
living in their own home. 

If you would like to part take in the research please 
contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Barry Hallam, Walter  
Travers, Jo Halloran, Bette Rex, Neil Quinn, Bill 
Carlton, Margaret Cavanagh, Anne Howard. 
Anniversaries: Islet Gaul, Kathleen Woods,  
William Brooks, Robert Foley, Hiliary and Bob  
Wilson, Mollie McHugh, Helen Ginman, Mary 
Cavanagh. 
Other Mass Intentions: Russell Burton, Fay & 
Max McGrath, William McGrath, Frank McGrath, 
Greg Gaul, Douglas Gaul, Allen Woods, Susan 
Brooks, John A & John P Woods, Marija Miller, 
Kathleen Connors, Adam Triggell, Cyril & Eileen 
Bennett, John & Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, 
Patrick Murphy, Beryl Thomas, Leila & Harry  
Warwick, Nell Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain, donor 
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Catholic Women’s League 
The CWL will be holding its next meeting on Friday 
19 October at 1.30pm in the John Worner Centre.  
Members are reminded that membership fees are 
now due and can be paid at the meeting. 

 

Combined CCA Fete 
When: 20 October from 9.00am - 12 noon. 
Where: To be held on the St Agnes’ site of Mt 
  Carmel House, Maryknoll Hostel & St 
  Agnes’ Hostel. 
Stalls: Music, BBQ, baked goods, craft. 

 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
An Invitation to discover more 

Our St Vincent de Paul Conference is looking to 
recruit additional members to join us in this most 
satisfying work & engage in a grass roots practical 
demonstration of faith in action. Jesus gave all 
Christians the command to ‘Love one another’, 
what better way to show both your Christian love 
and your ‘Aussie spirit’ by offering a helping hand 
to those who are struggling with day-to-day social 
and economic issues in their lives. You don’t need 
a PhD in counselling! All you need is a compas-
sionate heart and a generous spirit … is this you? 
Brochures are available in the church entrances. 

 

MacKillop Centre 

The Centre located in Horton Street is seeking  
donations of good quality second hand novels to 
sell in the shop. Any donations please deliver to 
the Centre at 106 Horton Street between 10.00am 
to 2.00pm Monday to Friday. All proceeds are 
used for welfare assistance. 
 

Cantorus Hastings Choristers 
Rehearsals resume on Monday, 15 October, at 
6.30pm at MacKillop College Performing Arts  
Centre on the Senior Campus. All lovers of singing 
are welcome. 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

‘Try not to become a 
man of success, but 
rather try to become 

a man of value.’ 

‘The only way to 
enjoy anything in 
this life is to earn 

it first.’ 



 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Sarah Smith 
 Diana Smith 
 Sue Williams 
7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Greg Grace 
9.00am: Trish Green 
 Joesphine Mockford 
 Judy Brady 
5.00pm: Elise Smith 
 Olivia Gahan 
 Mary Shelley 
 Emily Towle 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: S Bale 
9.00am: L Fuller & J Howle 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
John & Joy Lovegrove 
2 Jindabyne Place 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6583 3121 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Pastoral Assistant  
Peter O’Driscoll 
T (02) 6584 9970 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Peter Brooks 
 Gae Green 
 Jan O’ Sullivan 
 Rudolf Szibrowski 
7.30am:  Elise Gardiner 
 Kay Farrawell 
 David Hogan 
 Geoff Leary 

9.00am: Peta Rourke 
 Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Michelle Baird 
5.00pm: Bronwyn Shipton 
                   Vanesaa Denham 
 Chris McCarron 
 Jacky McCarron 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

29th Sunday in OT Year B 
Isaiah 53:10-11 
Psalm 32 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
Mark 10:35-45 

ROSTERS 20-21 October 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 
Monday 15 October 
St Teresa of Jesus 
 
Tuesday 16 October 
St Hedwig 
St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 
Wednesday 17 October 
St Ignatius of Antioch 

Thursday 18 October 
St Luke, Evangelist 
 
Friday 19 October 
St John Brebeuf & St Isaac 
Jogues & Companions 
St Paul of the Cross 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 

WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
21 October 2018 

 

Leisa Nardella 
Emma Francis 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account.  

AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  
 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre,  

Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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