
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 20-21 October 2018 Year B 

Scramble to the top 
We are, all of us, beginners in the spiritual 
journey. The great apostles whom we venerate as 
the pillars of our church were beginners too. It’s 
consoling to see how they often struggled to 
understand the point that Jesus was making. 
Today’s gospel shows us that they could be as 
utterly foolish as we are. James and John came 
up with a total clanger. ‘Grant to us to sit, one on 
your right hand and one at your left in your glory. ’ 
Ironically, their desire to be on Jesus’ right and 
left would eventually be fulfilled by the two 
thieves who were 
crucified with Jesus. 
Perhaps by then 
James and John 
were more able to 
understand Jesus’ 
upside-down world, 
where the first are 
last, and we 
exchange worldly 
power and success 
for imitation of a vulnerable God. 
What the apostles asked of Jesus makes sense in 
a world which constantly encourages us to ‘get to 
the top’. In response to this, I like to ponder the 
insight of Thomas Merton, an Australian monk 
who was a great spiritual teacher of the 20th 
century. He pointed out that we can spend our 
whole life climbing the ladder of success, only to 
find when we get to the top that our ladder is 
leaning against the wrong wall. Like James and 
John, we can be fooled into thinking that life ‘at 
the top’ is a great goal to aim for, not realising  
that there’s nothing up there that lasts or  

 

satisfies us at our deepest level. 
Throughout the gospel, Jesus tells us not to trust 
in power and prestige, but rather, to realise that 
those who spend too much time trying to be 
‘first’ will never get there. In fact, we see that the 
truly great people are those who come to serve. 
We think of the likes of Mother Theresa and St 
Francis, with his ‘way of poverty’. They show us 
that living a just life invites us to identify with the 
longings and hungers of the poor, meek and 
those who weep. 
People such as Theresa and Francis might have 

rickety ladders, but 
they’re leaning against a 
different wall, namely the 
one that calls us to aim at 
becoming a servant, like 
Jesus. We discover that 
we aren’t here to make a 
fortune or to be 
important, but to foster 
love and compassion in 
our world. 
There’s no shame in 

admitting that we all need to begin, over and over 
again, to take these insights and ponder them 
until they become real for us. This is how we learn 
to awaken and grow in the spiritual life. 
Ultimately, it is God’s love that touches us, heals 
us, and helps us to see, just as the apostles 
eventually came to see and understand the 
message that Jesus came to share with all of us. 
 
 

Sue Kane 
© Redemptorists 2018 

 

                          OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                            OUR MISSION 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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‘A Journey into the  
Catholic Faith’ 

Wednesday 24 October  
at 5.30pm - St Agnes’ Youth Hub 

This course aims to explore “the Christian faith in 
its entirety and in its authenticity.”  The program 
offers support and friendships with like-minded 
people to assist in faith formation and growth.  If 
you would like more information contact Fr Peter 
on 6583 1024. The next topic will be: 

What are the different images of God? 
In this topic, after a  revision of last week’s topic we 
will look at the different views and images of God 
and clarify our Christian understanding of God. The 
questions to be explored are: Why do we believe in 
God? How do we know we are encountering God? 
What images of God are present in the Bible, the 
Old and New Testaments? So what about God? 
Why is there so much disorder in the world? What 
are most common views of God? 
 

Baptism Information Night 

Will be held on Thursday, 25 October at 
6.00pm in St Agnes’ Church. If you are 
planning on having a child baptised it is 
important for you to attend an information 
session. For more information call the 
Presbytery on 6583 1024. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood 

Anselm Okeke, Wilber Tobe and  
Emmanuel Okparanaku will be  
ordained in St Carthage’s Cathedral 
on Wednesday, 14 November by  
Bishop Greg Homeming OCD. Please 
keep these Deacons in your prayers. 

 

November Mass Intentions 
When submitting November Mass intentions for the 
deceased please ensure all names are CLEARLY 
PRINTED and the envelope is clearly labelled  
November Masses. You can place your enve-
lopes on the collection plates at weekend Masses, 
or leave them at the Presbytery Office. 
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All Souls’ Day 
Friday 2 November 

A special Mass is being commemorated on 
Friday, 2 November at 12.05pm in St Agnes’ 
Church for departed relatives and friends.  It is 
an opportunity to remember those who have 
died yet remain close to us in our hearts and 
in our minds. Music and other rituals will be 
incorporated into the Mass. An invitation has 
been extended to the wider community to 
participate in this Commemoration Mass.  

 

Welcome Father Cesar 
We welcome Fr Cesar who is assisting Fr Peter in 
offering the weekend  Masses in our Parish whilst  
Fr Paul is on annual leave. Please see below the 
weekday Masses & Communion services for the next 
two weeks. 

Tuesday 23 & 30 October  
5.15pm Mass - St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday 24 & 31 October 
9.30am Communion Service - St Francis Chapel 

5.15pm Mass - St Agnes’ Church 
Thursday 25 October & 1 November 

8.00am Communion Service - Christ the King Chapel 
Friday, 26 October & 2 November 
12.05pm Mass - St Agnes’ Church. 

 

Christmas Availability Forms 
Readers & Commentators 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Please return your Christmas availability forms by 
emailing back to Denise, placing on the weekend 
collection plates or dropping into the Presbytery Office. 
If your form is not returned by Friday, 2 November it         
will be assumed that you are available. 

 

Mission Sunday 
Envelopes are available from the Church and Chapels 
this weekend and can be placed on the collection plates 
over the coming weekends.  

‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 

the messenger who announces peace, who  

brings good news…’ 

Mission Sunday 21 October 
In Hakha, a remote town in the mountainous north of Myanmar,  
St John’s School is educating local children with a child-centred 
methodology. Three of the teachers at St John’s have been trained 
through the Pyinya Sanyae Institute of Education (PSIE) in  
Yangon, and have been posted to this school to help local children 
learn in a modern way that maximises their potential. Your support 
through Catholic Mission can enable PSIE to continue training 
teachers and help improve education across the country. You can 
also help St John’s School add grades to ensure continuity of  
education, and become economically sustainable. You will have an 
opportunity to become an integral part of this inspiring work by 
 joining as a monthly giving partner. This regular contribution will 
directly support education in Myanmar.  
Freecall: 1800 257 296; catholicmission.org.au/Myanmar 



Catholic Care of the Aged Survey 
St Agnes’ Parish is the largest provider of aged care 
services in our region. We focus on the needs of 
individuals within our Parish and through Catholic 
Care of the Aged (CCA) provide home care, 
independent living and residential care services. To 
meet the needs of future generations we are 
investing in developing a long-term strategy to 
ensure our aged care services continue to serve the 
needs of our community. To help define the services 
required we are conducting market research with the 
help of Jones & Co Marketing. Please help us by 
sharing your views in this survey. It will take 
approximately 10 minutes of your time and all 
responses are kept completely confidential. Feel free 
to share the survey with friends and family. We thank 
you for taking the time to share your views to ensure 
we remain the leader in serving our ageing 
community. Just follow the link below: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Definethefuture 
 

Year of Youth - October 
BE the 7: Connectors 

We can encourage our youth to be connectors by: 
* Engaging with young people in discussions about 
their role in the Church. 
* Sharing our personal faith stories with them. 
* Communicating in youth-friendly ways what the 
Church really upholds and teaches about topical 
issues. 
* Inviting them to assist with service and ministry 
activities in which we are involved. 

 

 

Prayer for HSC Students 

As Year 12 continue their HSC this week we ask 
you to keep them in your prayers. 

Lord we pray for those sitting their exams. 
That they may remain calm and at peace 

so they will be able to make the best use of 
their talents, the study they have done 

and the education they have been given. 
Let nothing prevent them 

from doing as well as they deserve 
and may they be ready to support 

and encourage one another. Amen. 
 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Mary O’Neill, Jo Halloran, 
Marijola Sproh, Debbie Frame. 
Anniversaries: Moyra Rooney, Elaine Nile,  
Kevin Geaney, Colleen Burton, Ken Burton, Mollie 
McHugh, Helen Ginman, Hilton Dodds. 
Other Mass Intentions: Gerry Nagel, Kathleen 
Connors, Marija Miller, Adam Triggell, Cyril &  
Eileen Bennett, John & Kathleen Carroll, Mary 
Cavanagh, Patrick Murphy, Beryl Thomas, Leila & 
Harry Warwick, Nell Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain,  
donor intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mass of the Angels 

Will be held on Wednesday, 7 November at the 
5.15pm Mass. Parishioners are invited to come  
together to pray for one another and for all who 
grieve the loss of a child. 

 

Parish Hospitality 
Sunday 28 October 

 St Peter’s will be hosting  our parish cuppa 
after 5.00pm Mass. 

 Lake Cathie will be hosting morning tea after 
8.00am Mass. 

Parishioners are invited to stay after these Masses 
and enjoy a chat and cuppa. 
 

Mary of the Angelus Day Retreat 

Join us Friday 9 November at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, Wauchope from 10.00am - 3.20pm for a 
day retreat hosted by Valerie Murphy and Fr Eric 
Quinteros.  
11.15am Adoration 
12 noon Healing Mass  
1.15pm Afternoon presentation 
Bring your own lunch, tea and coffee provided. 
For more information contact Mary-Anne on  
6587 1259 or 0429 053 339. 

 

MacKillop Centre 

The Centre is seeking donations of good quality 
second hand novels to sell in the shop. Donations 
please deliver to the Centre at 106 Horton Street 
between 10.00am to 2.00pm Monday to Friday. All 
proceeds are used for welfare assistance. 
 

Wauchope CWL Bus Trip 
Join us for a one day bus trip to Daniel O’Donnell 
Concert on 21 February 2019. Bus departing at 
12.00 noon. Tickets $160.00 includes dinner. For 
more information contact Gill on 6585 2360. 
 

Savvy Singers  
Savvy Singers, our media stars, resume their  
singing rehearsals on Monday, 22 October at 12 
noon in Tenison Woods Centre, Lochinvar Place. 
All who love to sing are welcome. Contact Robyn 
Ryan on 6582 7857. 
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“I sought to hear the voice of God and climbed the 
topmost steeple, but God declared: "Go down 

again - I dwell among the people."  
Blessed Cardinal John Henry Newman  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Definethefuture


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Wayne Evans 
 Alan Wheatland 
 Barry Johnson 
7.30am: Jennifer Crossing 
 Damian Bennie 
 Jim O’Brien 
9.00am: Ann Thurgate 
 Denise Puzas 
 Joan Lancaster 
5.00pm: Kate Field 
 St Peter’s Primary School 
 Andrea Gutierrez-Valverde 
 Hannah Post 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: Bell Family 
7.30am: S & K Panes 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Bill Coghlan 
Villa 1. 10 Braemar Drive 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6584 2470 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Pastoral Assistant  
Peter O’Driscoll 
T (02) 6584 9970 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Joy Amos 
 Maureen Dick 
 Sue Williams 
7.30am:  Denise McLoughlin 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 Kevin Lewis 
 Anne O’Brien 

9.00am: Phoebe Morris 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Pat Daley 
 Betty Hodgson 
5.00pm: Jim Dempsey 
                   Sophie Priddis 
 Ginaya Yarnold 
 Tina Madden 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

30th Sunday in OT Year B 
Jeremiah 31:7-9 
Psalm 125 
Hebrews 5:1-6 
Mark 10:46:52 

ROSTERS 27-28October 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 

 
Monday 22 October 
St John Paul II 
 
Tuesday 23 October 
St John of Capistrano 
 
Wednesday 24 October 
St Anthony Mary Claret 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 

WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
28 October 2018 

 

Mandy Mowle 
Alice McGrath 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account.  

AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  
 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre,  

Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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