
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 6-7 October 2018 Year B 

Missing the Point 
 

The long form of today’s gospel reading  includes 
some strange words that are worth our careful 
reflection. The disciples get annoyed at people 
bringing children to Jesus so that he can bless them. 
You can imagine their grumblings: “We have work to 
do, God’s work! We don’t have time to waste like 
this. We have to make it to the next town by 
nightfall. Crowds are waiting to be taught. Sick need 
healing. Possessed need deliverance. We will be here 
all day with all these children…..” 
The disciples, the 
insiders, the 
privileged participants 
in Jesus’ mission, in 
their zeal and sincerity 
still miss the essential 
point. In fact, 
throughout the 
gospels, Jesus’ most 
intimate friends and 
his most devoted 
followers, struggle to 
comprehend what 
following Jesus is 
really all about. 
They put their 
understanding of God, of his Kingdom, of Jesus, 
before God, his Kingdom and Jesus. They make a box 
and place God, the Kingdom and Jesus inside of it, 
instead of letting their little box be broken open by 
the wonder of who God is, and what God is 
accomplishing in Jesus for the world (which is called 
the “Kingdom”). 
Just like the disciples, our ideas of Jesus and his 
mission can be too convenient and comfortable, too 
idolatrous and narrow. This was the problem with 
Jesus’  disciples  and  it’s  the   problem   with   Jesus’  
 

 
 
 

disciples today. 
But again and again, Jesus mercifully and patiently  
corrects his disciples’ misunderstandings; he breaks 
open their all-too-narrow, all-too-convenient 
understandings of himself and his Kingdom. 
How does Jesus break open and transform our 
understanding in this story of the little children? It’s 
all revealed in Jesus’ response to them when they try 
to bar the children from coming to him: “Let the 
children come to me, do not prevent them, for the 
Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
On the one hand, the disciples know that Jesus’ 
mission is the Kingdom; the reign and rule of God over 

all the earth, the 
eradication of all 
injustice, suffering and 
evil, the gathering of 
all peoples as one in 
obedience to their 
Creator—all of this 
and more is Jesus’ 
singular purpose in his 
teaching and in his 
actions. The disciples, 
like us, believe this 
and devote their 
entire lives to it. What 
is the problem, then? 

Jesus’ disciples continually struggle to understand this 
rule and reign of God. Jesus demands a complete 
undoing of what we think rule and reign is. The 
Kingdom is not accomplished by might, strategy and 
self-interest, but by humility, self-sacrifice and love. 
Strength, wealth, good looks and smarts get you 
nowhere! Jesus tells us frankly: “Amen, I say to you, 
whoever does not accept the Kingdom of God like a 
child, will not enter it.” 
 

W Chris Hackett 
© Redemptorists 2018 

 
 

                      OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

                         OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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PLEASE JOIN US  
‘A Journey into the  

Catholic Faith’ 
Starting 17 October 5.30pm  

St Agnes’ Youth Hub 
 

Have you ever wondered if Jesus is calling you to 
a closer relationship with Him?  
Are you over 18 years of age and interested in 
becoming a Catholic? 
Do you know someone who is interested in  
learning more about the Catholic faith? 
Do you want to learn more about the Catholic 
faith? 
This course aims to explore “the Christian faith in 
its entirety and in its authenticity,” in accordance 
with the Catholic Church’s understanding.  
It begins with the “core message of the Christian 
faith” and then proceeds to a more systematic 
presentation of the Catholic faith. The program 
offers support and friendships with like-minded 
people to assist in faith formation and growth.  
 It is for anyone who is interested in knowing 
more about the Catholic Faith from an adult  
perspective. So, this course is open to: 
 Non-baptised adults, who are interested in 

joining the Catholic Church or simply  
 inquiring about the Catholic faith; 
 Non-Catholic baptised adults, who are  
 interested in joining the Catholic Church, or 
 simply inquiring about the Catholic faith; 
 Catholic adults, those baptised but feel  
 insufficiently instructed in the Catholic faith, 
 or those who have fallen away from the 
 faith at some stage in their journey, and 
 now want to rediscover the Catholic faith;  
 Adult Catholics, those who consistently live 

their faith and sincerely desire to deepen it. 
The programme consists of one meeting per 
week over a period of time. Discussions about 
the Catholic faith will be in a casual setting  
offering conversation and guidance on how your 
faith can enrich your everyday life. This insightful  
programme has attributed to the transformation 
of many lives. For more information, contact  
Fr Peter at the Presbytery office on 6583 1024.   

 Regards Adult Faith Team 
 

 

Dear Staff and Parishioners 
You may be aware of a recent advertisement in 
the local newspaper by a firm of lawyers   seeking 
information in relation to child abuse allegations 
from the 1940-1950s. 
Should anyone have information relating to these 
claims, please contact the Presbytery Office on  
6583 1024, and the contact details of the  
Diocesan  Safeguarding Officer and professional 
standards groups will be supplied to you. 
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Gospel Application 

Jesus’ teaching on marriage—and indeed his whole 
attitude and behaviour towards women and children—
only makes sense when seen in the context of his time 
and culture. It is a teaching about the essential dignity of 
every human being and about what that means for all 
relationships, especially marriage. His teaching is simply 
that we should treat people as human beings, not objects 
for our personal gratification or comfort. We need to 
apply this to our context, our situation. It means 
respecting and upholding the dignity of every person. 
Domination and control have no place in marriage, in the 
home or in any relationship. Whether we are married or 
not, Jesus’ words challenge us to examine the quality of 
our relationships. Do I treat others as means to my ends, 
or do I respect their dignity and worth as human beings. 
In other words, when it comes to people, am I a user, or a 
real lover?             The Living Word. 

 

Christmas Availability Forms 
Readers & Commentators 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Please return your Christmas availability forms by 
emailing back to Denise, placing on the weekend 
collection plates or dropping into the Presbytery Office. 
If your form is not returned by Friday, 2 November it         
will be assumed that you are available. 

 

Public Square Rosary 

All over Australia people are getting involved! 
Join us for a nation-wide rosary chain to 
be held on Saturday, 13 October at 
10.00am at Lake Cathie in the gardens 
opposite Woolworths, Ocean Drive. All are 
welcome to join with us. 

 

November Mass Intentions 

When submitting November Mass intentions for the 
deceased please ensure all names are CLEARLY 
PRINTED and the envelope is clearly labelled 
November Masses. You can place your envelopes 
on the collection plates at weekend Masses, or leave 
them at the Presbytery Office. 

Catholic Mission Sunday 
Will be held this year over the weekend of 20-21 
October. The theme will be ‘Healing a nation through 
education.’  Catholic Mission will be profiling the 
Church’s work with communities in Myanmar - 
rebuilding this fragile nation by empowering teachers 
and healing through the gift of education - positively  
impacting children, parents and whole communities.  
Envelopes will be available to donate. 



 
 

Lourdes Village – Self Care Independent  
Living Opportunity 

CCA has a long and proud history of supporting 
residents of Port Macquarie through all stages of 
life to achieve their individual lifestyle goals. If you 
or someone you know is considering a move into 
an independent living unit we currently have a  
limited number of units available in Lourdes Village 
with a starting price point of $290,000. Contact our 
Client Relationship team on 55253600, the Village 
Sales mobile on 0407 843 515 or email: 
 villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au  

 
 

Social Justice Statement 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice 
Statement for 2018–19 is titled A Place to Call 
Home: Making a home for everyone in our land. It 
confronts the growing challenge of homelessness 
and housing insecurity in Australia. The Statement 
can be downloaded from the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference website: www.catholic.org.au. 

Volunteers Required 
Qualitative Research Interview 

Jones & Co Marketing, has been contracted on 
behalf of the Parish to conduct a research project 
on the attitudes and needs of people as they retire 
and age in our community. The findings of their 
research and your participation will be confidential. 
We are seeking three volunteers who would be 
interested in assisting them:  
 A person who is 60+ years and working  
 either part, or full time, but has started  
 planning for retirement.  
 Two people aged 60-70 years who have  
 retired and are living in their own home. 
If you would like to part take in the research please 
contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
 

The Catholic Leader 
Is available from the Church, Chapels and the 
Presbytery Office each week for a cost of $2.50.  

 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                 From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Anne Howard, Margaret 
Cavanagh, John Jones, Jean Grant, Brandon 
Bianci, Rosalin McBeth, Lucio Grasso, Neil Quinn, 
David Bennett, Aiden Hodges, Michael Achie,  
Brian Hinchcliffe. 
Anniversaries: Gloria Vozzo, John Jamieson, 
Fernanda Odrunia, Betty Knight, Nelly Bayada, 
John & Kathleen Carroll. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Christopher Levy,  
Bette Rex, Kathleen Connors, Marija Miller, Adam 
Triggell, Mary Cavanagh, Hilton Dodds, Patrick 
Murphy, Beryl Thomas, Leila & Harry Warwick, 
Nell Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain, donor  
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ordination to the Priesthood 

Anselm Okeke, Wilber Tobe and Emmanuel  
Okparanaku will be ordained in St Carthage’s  
Cathedral on Wednesday, 14 November by Bishop 
Greg Homeming OCD. We ask you to keep these 
Deacons in your prayers. 

 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
An Invitation to discover more 

Our St Vincent de Paul Conference is looking to 
recruit additional members to join us in this most 
satisfying work & engage in a grass-roots practical 
demonstration of faith in action. Jesus gave all the 
command to ‘Love one another’, what better way 
to show both your Christian love and your ‘Aussie 
spirit’ by offering a helping hand to those who are 
struggling with day-to-day social and economic 
issues in their lives. All you need is a compassion-
ate heart and a generous spirit … is this you?  
Brochures are available in the church entrances. 
 

MacKillop Centre - 2019 Orders 

Orders are now being taken for the 2019 ORDO, 
Mass Books, God’s Word and Sacred Space.  
Please phone the centre with your orders on 6584 
9779.  Don’t forget the MacKillop Centre is fully 
stocked with beautiful and affordable gifts, cards 
and books for all occasions. Opening hours are 
Monday to Friday 10.00am to 2.00pm. The shop is 
located at 106 Horton Street. 
 

Combined CCA Fete 
When: 20 October from 9.00am - 12 noon. 
Where: To be held on the St Agnes’ site of Mt 
  Carmel House, Maryknoll Hostel & St 
  Agnes’ Hostel. 
Stalls: Music, BBQ, baked goods, craft. 
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‘The love of our private 
friends is the only  
preparatory exercise 
for the love of all men.’ 

‘A good marriage is one 

where each partner     

secretly suspects they 

got the better deal.’ 

mailto:villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Margaret Swan 
 Margaret Donnelly 
 Suzanne Savage 
7.30am: Peter Swan 
 Sonia West 
 Brian Tierney 
9.00am: Adelle Groenveld 
 Peta Rorke 
 Beth Flynn 
5.00pm: Carla Mascarenhas 
 Marraki Kilpatrick 
 Penny Price 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: L English & Family 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: K Cooper & Family 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
John & Joy Lovegrove 
2 Jindabyne Place 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6583 3121 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Pastoral Assistant  
Peter O’Driscoll 
T (02) 6584 9970 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Lisa Toomey 
 Des Grissell 
 Kym Condon 
 Jason Gill 
7.30am:  Greg Grace 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Jennifer Crossing 
 Dianne Gander 

9.00am: Betty Hodgson 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Cathy Stevenson 
 Judy Brady 
5.00pm: Timo Gobius 
                   Marg Gobius 
 Carol Briscoe 
 Peter Briscoe 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

28th Sunday in OT Year B 
Wisdom 7:7-11 
Psalm 89 
Hebrews 4:12-13 
Mark 10:17-30 

ROSTERS 13-14 October 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 

 
Tuesday 9 October 
St Denis & Companions 
St John Leonardi 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 11 October 
St John XXIII 
 
 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 

WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
14 October 2018 

 

There will be no Children’s  
Liturgy due to school holidays 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account.  

AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  
 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre,  

Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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