
First Sunday of Advent 1-2 December 2018 Year C 

Advent 
 

Explanation and History 
 

 The word Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus which means ‘coming’. The season of 
Advent occurs immediately before Christmas beginning on the Sunday that is closest to the feast of 
St. Andrew (30th November. The season of Advent lasts for 4 weeks. Since the 9th Century the first 
Sunday of Advent became the beginning of the church’s year. 
 

 Advent was first celebrated in the latter part of the sixth century and it was formerly kept as 
Lent, full of fasting, preparation and prayer but Advent is now celebrated with less strictness. The 
time of Advent is used as a time of preparation not only for Christmas but also for the second coming 
of Christ. 
 

 The Advent season is marked by the use of purple vestments and decorations (purple is our get 
ready colour!). Also during this season we do not use the Gloria – the hymn of praise. 
 

Advent Wreath 
 

Explanation 
 

The use of the Advent wreath is a traditional practice that takes place in the church and can 
also take place at home. Normally, the wreath is constructed of a circle of evergreen branches and 
four candles. Three purple and one rose. The candles represent the four weeks of Advent. The rose 
candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent which is also known as 
Gaudete Sunday. 

 

It is said that the purple candles are for the sorrow we feel for not 
loving Jesus enough. The rose candle is for the joy surrounding the 
impending birth of Jesus. The evergreen symbolises God is with us 
always and will never change. The circle symbolises that God is eternal, 
with no beginning and no end. The light of the candles reminds us that 
Jesus is the light of the world, and soon we will celebrate his birth. 

 

During our Christmas masses a white candle is placed in the 
Wreath to symbolise that the wait is over - Christ is born! 

 
 
 
 

Fr Paul Gooley, Parish Priest. 

                          OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                            OUR MISSION 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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Parish Hospitality 
Thank You 
Please see a thank you note received from  
parishioners following last weekend’s hospitality 
hosted by our Indian community. 
‘We attended last Sunday’s morning tea after the 
9.00am Mass organised by the Indian Community. 
We would like to congratulate these community  
members on their hard work, presentation and  
dedication. The variety of the food was enormous 
and really pleasing. They must have gone to a lot of 
trouble to provide such a lively outcome.’ 
 

Final Morning Tea for 2018 
Following 9.00am Mass on Sunday 9 December, 
staff members from parish administration will be 
hosting our parish morning tea. Please stay after 
Mass and enjoy a cuppa and a chat. 
 

St Francis Chapel 
Parishioners who attend Sunday morning Mass at 
St Francis Chapel are invited to a Christmas  
morning tea following Mass on 9 December. 

 

Saviour Advent booklet 

This year for the season of Advent we 
have again ordered the Saviour Advent 
and Christmas daily reflections booklet 
from Wollongong Diocese. This year’s 
reflection provides an opportunity for us 
to be still each day, listen to God and 
hear him declare to us as the angel de-
clared to the shepherds: ‘Today in the 
town of David a Saviour has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord.’ (Luke 2:11). 
Saviour is a 76 page pocket size book containing 
short  - spiritually rich - daily reflections from the 
beginning of Advent through to the Baptism of the 
Lord (13 January). Books are free of charge and 
available from the Presbytery Office, Chapels and 
Sacristy following weekend Masses. 
 

MacKillop Centre 
Christmas Stalls 

The MacKillop Centre will be holding Christmas 
stalls at the chapels on the following dates: 

Christ the King Chapel 
Saturday, 1 December after 4.30pm Mass. 

St Francis of Assisi Chapel  
Sunday, 2 December after 9.30am Mass. 

 

The MacKillop Centre located at 106 Horton Street 
will also open on these additional dates:  

Sunday, 9 December 8.00am -10.45am. 
Sunday, 16 December 8.00am -10.45am. 

The phone number is 6584 9779. 
 

Christmas Singers Needed 
Volunteers are needed for our Christmas Choir.  
If you are interested please contact Jenni on  
0438 522 854.  
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Congratulations to Fr Paul who celebrated the 
anniversary of his ordination last week! 

Plus a VERY BIG Happy Birthday to him for Monday!   
Many happy returns and all God’s blessings  

for the coming year from all your parishioners! 

Hamper Deliveries 

This weekend is Hamper Weekend. Our Parish is 
supporting 220 families by providing hampers of food 
and gifts and spreading the spirit of love and joy this 
Christmas. We now ask for your support in two areas:  

 Relocating of Hampers:   

 On Sunday following 9.00am Mass we ask for 30 
minutes of your time to move the hampers from the 
Sanctuary, assist with labelling and placement in the 
correct zone of the Church. 

 Most importantly:  
 We need your assistance to deliver the hampers 
from 1.00pm at the Church. There are a number of 
hampers to go to Wauchope and Telegraph Point. 
 

Once again a huge Thank You in anticipation of your 

continued help with this annual Parish endeavour. 
Please remember to keep these families in your 
Christmas prayers. 

A Journey into the Catholic Faith 
Wednesday, 5 December  

at 5.30pm - St Agnes’ Youth Hub 
The program offers support and friendships with like-
minded people to assist in faith formation and growth. If 
you would like more information contact Fr Peter on 
6583 1024. The next topic will be:  
 

What Is the Bible and How Should We Read It? 
The Bible is God’s word in human words written for our 
salvation. God is the author of the Bible because he 
inspired its human authors; he acts in them and by 
means of them. Interpretation of the inspired Scripture 
must be attentive above all to what God wants to reveal 
through the sacred authors for our salvation. “The 
Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as 
she venerated the Body of the Lord: both nourish and  
govern the whole Christian life. This topic answers the 
questions: What is divine Revelation? How is it 
transmitted? What is the Bible? What does it mean to 
read the Scripture within the living Tradition of the 
whole Church?  



Plenary Council 2020 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying … 
The last time the Catholic Church in Australia held a 
Plenary Council was in 1937. It has been more than 
80 years since we gathered all of the Church 
together and much has changed. In 2020, we will 
have a Plenary Council about the future of the 
Catholic Church in Australia. What are we called to 
do? Who are we called to be? How do we need to 
change? The journey towards the Plenary Council 
will help us to prepare to listen to God by listening to 
one another. We invite all people to engage, to be a 
part of the listening and dialogue encounter in the 
next two years. 
Website: http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au. 

 

Journey Into Catholic Faith for Teens 
This week the Journey into the Catholic Faith for 
Teens program comes to an end for 2018. We 
would like to particularly thank the participants who 
have engaged with much enthusiasm and interest 
each week. It has been a great pleasure to 
accompany them as they have come to a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of the faith we 
share. We congratulate Conor, Trai, Elise and 
Patrick on their reception into the Catholic Church 
and look forward to continuing to journey with them 
in the months and years ahead. 

 

Filipino Mass 

The final Filipino Mass for the year will be held on 
Sunday, 9 December at 11.30am in St Agnes’ 
Church. 
 

Shining Night Concert   
Hastings Choristers 

A celebration of blissful Christmas music will be held 
in St Agnes’ Church on Thursday 13 December, 
from 6.00 – 7.30pm. Cost: Adults $20. Students 
$10.Tickets available at the door or the Glasshouse. 
 

From the Catacombs …  
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism… 

 
 

 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Pat Francisco, Bernard Cini, 
Betty Blanchfield, Alan Mulhall, Veronica Fitzgibbon, 
Keiran Dick, Monica McNamarra, Joan Stewart, 
Frances Cavanagh, Les Verbinyecz. 
Anniversaries: Karl Rieger. 
Other Mass Intentions: Sylvana Taylor, Kathleen 
Connors, Marija Miller, Cyril & Eileen Bennett, John 
& Kathleen Carroll, Rita Warlters, Beryl Thomas, 
Elizabeth Clavin, Michael Patrick Grace, donor  
intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 
November Masses: Kaye Jones, George & Inez 
Alam, Walter & Kathleen Jones, Peter Alam,  
Kathleen Alam, Ed & Muriel Roselius. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Altar Servers Ministry 
Altar serving is a ministry well suited 
to young people. As well as aiding in 
their spiritual development, it helps 
them gain a better understanding of 
the Church and its special celebra-
tions. It is very much ‘active participa-
tion’ in the liturgy. We would like to invite all youth 
who are Catholic, 7 years of age or over and who 
are willing to commit to serving at one mass every 
two or three weeks (more if they would like to) to 
join our dedicated team of altar servers. For more 
information please come and see Denise, Sue or 
Vanessa at the sacristy after any of the weekend 
Masses or call Vanessa on 0447992986. 
 
 

Christian Meditation  
Will continue through December and January.  
Wednesday evenings 5:30 to 6:30 at St Francis 
Chapel, Lochinvar Place. All are welcome, no   
experience is necessary. Current teaching CD is: 
Praying with the Masters. For any enquiries please 
contact Simon 0412 236 977 
 

Care & Concern Group 

Will hold its last meeting for the year on Tuesday, 
4 December at 2.00pm in the Presbytery board-
room. All are welcome to attend. 
 

101st Anniversary of the  
Last Apparition of Fatima 

To those parishioners who attended the public 
square rosary at Lake Cathie please see below a 

thank you note from Australia Needs Fatima. 
‘We take this opportunity to congratulate and thank 
you for your great efforts on the Public Square  
Rosary that was held at Lake Cathie. It’s wonderful 
to hear that despite the wet and windy day there 
were still many who were able to attend and be a 
witness to the faith and the power of praying the 
Rosary in public. We hope & pray that your ges-
ture for Our Lady filled you and those who were 
present with many graces and that it was a fruitful 
day for the spiritual nourishment of the community 
& for the whole of Australia.’ 
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“We should ever  
conduct ourselves  

towards our enemy as  
if he were one day to be 

our friend.” 

“It is very difficult to 
get up resentment  
towards persons  

whom one has never 
seen.” 



 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Robert Green 
 Margaret Swan 
 Suzanne Savage 
7.30am: Peter Swan 
 Sonia West 
 Greg Grace 
9.00am: Sandra Hartas 
 Trish Green 
 Judy Brady 
5.00pm: Miah Redfern 
 Andrea Guitierrez-Valverde 

 Olivia Gahan 
 Daniel Ward 
  
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: E Gardiner & Family 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Grace Ryan 
2/16 Munster Street, Port Macquarie 
Ph 6584 0609 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 

Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jason Gill 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Maureen Dick 
 Rudolf Szibrowski 
7.30am:  David Hogan 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Kevin Lewis 

9.00am: Mike Hawtin 
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Phoebe Morris 
 Ann Thurgate 
5.00pm: Sophie Priddis 
                   Ginaya Yarnold 
 Tina Madden 
 Leisa Fisher 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent Year C 
Baruch 5:1-9 
Psalm 125 
Philippians 1:3-6,8-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

ROSTERS 8-9 December 2018   

FEAST DAYS 
 

 
Monday 3 December 
St Francis Xavier 
 
Tuesday 4 December 
St John Damascene 
 
Thursday 6 December 
St Nicholas 
 
Friday 7 December 
St Ambrose 
 
Saturday 8 December 
The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 

WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
9 December 2018 

 

Craig Brazel 
Simone Tydd 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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