3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

Australia Day

26-27 January 2019

The Good News

Australia Day is not a feast or a solemnity in the
calendar of the church. Nonetheless we are
encouraged to gather as Australians and as a Church
to pray.
The Southern Cross was a key navigation marker for
many who came searching for and mapping the Great
South Land that was to become Australia. Most
Australians are familiar with the Southern Cross that
lights our sky throughout the year. Many of us search
for it at night while out in the less inhabited parts of
Australia where its brightness can be more fully
appreciated. Many take great delight in pointing it
out to their children, grandchildren and to visitors
from overseas. It is so closely associated with our
national identity, that it is present on
our flag and it is sung about in the
opening words of our national anthem
as the ‘Radiant Southern Cross’ whose
light and presence Australians are all
beneath.
The Southern Cross can point us, like
all sacramental signs to the sacred, to
the presence and activity of God. It
can remind us that God sent his son Jesus to be the
light to the nations. It is indeed to Christ that we
Christians turn as the source of illumination, the
navigation marker in our lives. It should also be as
Christian Australians that we turn to Christ our Light
who shows us the ways of God and God’s action and
presence in the life of our nation. A light that guides
our leaders both in government and in the church, a
light that guides our understanding and relationship
with the first peoples of this land and the many who
have come across the seas to call this place home. It
should be our prayer today that ‘Christ may bring
light to our nation’.
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Pastoral Liturgy

In today’s Gospel we hear the great Jubilee text. Jesus
goes to the Sabbath service in the synagogue at
Nazareth. His reputation has spread throughout the
countryside, and many have come to see him, curious
about what he might say. After all the miracles he has
been performing in other places, they look to him to
explain himself.
Jesus stands up and reads from Isaiah, the text telling
of the anointed one who is coming with good news to
liberate prisoners, free the oppressed and announce a
period of grace - the great Jubilee. Jesus concludes
with “This text is being fulfilled today even as you
listen.” The Old Testament principle of Jubilee is
restored in the teaching of Jesus. Jubilee behaviour
involves showing compassion and care for those
crushed by social and economic structures.
Jesus reveals his identity and his mission to
bring “good news to the poor”.
The biblical vision of Jubilee provides a
perspective to guide the Christian community’s
behaviour in the larger economic system. It
invites us to listen to the voices of people who
are poor, oppressed and powerless, to deepen
our understanding of the structural causes of global
poverty and injustice, to pray for long-term solution to
the global poverty crisis, and to share wealth with
those who are poor.

In recent decades, there have been strong Jubilee
movements, involving the churches, to cancel the debt
of low-income countries, bring about trade justice, and
challenge the huge amounts of global spending on
arms trading and nuclear weapons. Through prayer
and action, our congregation can be part of the
worldwide Jubilee movement to tackle greed and
inequity, and build a just and fair global economy
within a sustainable environment, for the sake of the
world’s poorest communities.

OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God".
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality
by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.  minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
 proclaim the good news of
in need.
salvation.
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Requiem Mass - Friday 1 February
Fr Donnelly’s Requiem Mass
will be held at 10.30am on
Friday, 1 February, so there
will be no Reconciliation or
midday Mass on Friday. In
relation to Fr Donnelly’s
funeral arrangements there
is a separate flyer in the
Parish Newsletter.
‘Eternal rest grant unto him
O Lord,
Let perpetual light shine
upon him
May he rest in peace.’

Quote from St Ignatius of Loyola
‘God freely created us so that we might
know, love, and serve him in this life
and be happy with him forever.
God’s purpose in creating us is to draw
forth from us a response of love and
service here on earth, so that we may
attain our goal of everlasting
happiness with him in heaven.’

A Journey into the Catholic Faith

Will resume on Wednesday, 30 January, at the
Youth Hub from 5.30pm. If you would like more
information contact Fr Peter Wood on 6583 1024.

Why Did the Son of God Become Man?

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born a subject of the
Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law, so that
we could receive adoption as sons” St Paul says
in his Letter to the Galatians (4:4). God the Son
took to himself a human nature like our own. This
is called the “Incarnation” which expresses the
fact that Jesus is not merely a man, a perfect man
or even a saint, but God himself become man to
save us.

Prayer for the Plenary Council
As we commence our Listening and Dialogue small
groups, give us wisdom so that we may each
profoundly answer the question, ‘what do you think
God is asking of us in Australia at this time?’ Help us
to put aside our own egos and issues to hear God’s
voice as we try to ‘listen to what the Spirit is saying’.
Lord, hear us.
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A Prayer for our Country
Father, you reached out by the power of the
Holy Spirit through Jesus your Son to show
your love for all creation.
You invite everyone to share in your life made
available to us in Jesus.
You established the Church to bring your
good news to all people.
Let your Holy Spirit help us to proclaim your
good news in a way that is meaningful to
people and touches their hearts.
May we, like Mary Help of Christians,
have the courage of the cross to fulfil
the mission you have for us no
matter what the cost.
Sharing in his confidence and trust in you,
we ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Australia Day

A reminder Monday, 28 January will be a
public holiday as Australia Day, 26 January,
falls on the Saturday.
The following offices will be closed:

Parish Administration & Property Services.

The Presbytery Office.

Diocesan Business Office.

MacKillop Gift Shop.
There will be no weekday Mass on Monday.

Baptism Information Night

There will be no Baptism Information
session on Thursday, 31 January. The
next information session will be 28
February. If you have any questions
please contact the Presbytery Office on
6583 1024.

From the Catacombs - here & beyond
Episcopuss Wisdom…

“… take time, to reassess, to
redirect our lives if
necessary … and to be the
still in our turning world.”
Fr Leo Donnelly, 2015.
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From the Catechism…

Recently Deceased: Fr Leo Donnelly, Parish
Priest, Bert Parlevliet, Ann Sheehy, Gervais
Koenig, Paul Daley.
Anniversaries: Nene Azurin, Joan Skinner
O’Reilly.
Other Mass Intentions: Leone Johnston, Ian
Binder, Kathleen Connors, Marija Miller, Hilton
Dodds, Nora Downes Roberts, Ern O’Reilly, Beryl
Thomas, Molly & Robert Friggens, Stan Condon,
donor intentions & masses of thanksgiving.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MacKillop Centre

The Centre located at 106 Horton Street has
for sale a wide range of religious items, gifts
and cards. It is open Monday to Friday from
10.00am to 2.00pm.
To keep the Centre open more volunteers are
needed to assist in the shop. If you would like
more information please call the Parish Office
on 6583 1024.
To raise money for welfare the Centre has for
sale a wide range of second hand books.
The phone number is 6584 9779.

Gift Bearer’s Roster

The updated roster is available from the
Church entrance. If you are a gift bearer
please take a copy.

Filipino Mass

The Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday,
27 January at 11.30am in St Agnes’ Church.

Coeliac Hosts

Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners.
Prior to Mass commencing please go to the
Sacristy and speak with the Sacristan. Then
sit towards the front of the Church. Coeliac
hosts are also available at the Chapels.

The Catholic Leader

The paper is available for purchase from the
Presbytery Office on a Friday afternoon, or the
Church and Chapels at weekend Masses.
Cost is $2.50.

“Knowledge is a
journey,
not a train station.”
Fr Leo Donnelly
St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE

PARISH MASSES

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm
Friday: 12.05pm
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Parish Office
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie
PO Box 23

T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm

ST FRANCIS CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259.
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday
Sunday Mass: 9.30am
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm.
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point
Thursday: 6.00pm.

FEAST DAYS

STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie
Sunday: 8.00am.

Monday 28 January
St Thomas Aquinas

2-3 February 2019

ROSTERS
READERS AND COMMENTATORS
6pm Vigil: Alan Wheatland
George Searson
Kym Condon
7.30am:
Joanne Hogan
David Hogan
Jim O’Brien
9.00am:
Beth Flynn
Hermali Robert
Ann Thurgate
5.00pm:
Mary Shelley
Emily Shelley
Penny Prince

Thursday 31 January
St John Bosco

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER
6pm Vigil: Bell Family
7.30am:
B & W Arthur-Pfeil
9.00am:
K Cooper & Family
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE
WORD ROSTER
5.00PM SUNDAY
3 February 2019

There will be no Children’s
Liturgy during school holidays

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY
Bill Coghlan
Villa 1, 10 Braemer Drive,
Port Macquarie
Ph 6584 2470

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST
6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich
Joy Amos
Thelma McFarlane
Charlie Peoples
7.30am:
Greg Grace
Dianne Gander
Elise Gardiner
Jennifer Crossing
9.00am:
Judy Brady
Sandra Hartas
Tess Koning
Peter Rourke
5.00pm:
Bronwyn Shipton
Sophie Priddis
Carol Briscoe
Peter Briscoe
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
4th Sunday in OT of Year C
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
Psalm 70:1-6, 15, 17
I Corinthians 12:31-13:13
Luke 4:21-30

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15%

There are no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien
DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday

