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The Baptism of Jesus 
These days there are some young Catholic parents who 
wonder whether baptism is the proper thing for them 
to seek for their children. One argument they 
sometimes offer is that it would be better to defer 
baptism until their child reaches adulthood and then he 
or she has the opportunity to choose it. As appealing 
as this argument might seem on the surface, the 
problem is that the reasoning behind it is so 
inconsistently applied. 
Young Catholic parents do not give their children any 
choice about eating vegetables, learning to read or 
write and living out a moral code. They enforce these 
things because they know that nutrition, 
literacy and ethics are essential for 
adulthood. If we recognise that, from 
birth, a child has spiritual as well as 
educational, moral and physical needs, it 
strikes me as inconsistent to relegate this 
constitutively otherworldly element of a 
child’s character to a ‘must be decided on 
later’ category. 
Baptism is not brainwashing. Adults can 
come and go from the practice of their faith as they 
feel drawn. Sadly for us, they can even choose against 
belief. To grow up, however, with no religious 
foundation or no basis on which to make spiritual 
choices seems to limit freedom rather than promote it. 
In our culture baptism of infants by their parents is an 
entirely proper thing to do. 
In today’s Gospel we hear that Jesus was baptised by 
John in the Jordan because it was ‘the proper thing to 
do’. 
This can seem all quaintly odd to us today because we 
seem to accept that our only convention is to flout 
convention. The done thing today is to undo what 
we’ve done before. 
We hold very strongly, however, to the idea that God 
always does the ‘proper thing’. It’s called 
‘appropriateness’ in theology. We believe, for example,  

that God decided it was proper to become incarnate 
when he did, how he did and where he did. Over the 
centuries there’s been endless debate about what 
would’ve happened if the Word had come to us as a 
woman, in another era, on another continent. While 
these are interesting enough matters on which to 
speculate, they are not what God thought proper – 
or what, in fact, happened. 
In line with the right action of God, Jesus does the 
proper thing in being baptised by John’s baptism of 
repentance, even though he had nothing of which to 
repent. Jesus is not simply baptised, however, simply 
because it was expected of him, just a fulfilment of 
his duty. Jesus’ experience of baptism starts with 

John’s baptism as an admission of guilt and 
then reveals that baptism is primarily about 
the Father’s love. To this day our baptismal 
ritual holds these two realities in a healthy 
tension. When we are baptised in Christ, 
we acknowledge both Original Sin and 
Original Grace. God’s love comes alive in us 
even though we are aware of how far from 
that love we stray. 
The Baptism of Jesus and every baptism 

done in his name ever since, is the moment when we 
hold together the greatness of God’s love, that calls 
each of us by name to be his son or daughter, with 
the reality of our human frailty. What more 
appropriate way of welcoming anyone into the 
world than having a community of frail, human 
believers initiate its members by reminding them 
that Original Sin does not have the last word. For 
those of us baptised in Christ, the Father’s love 
always and everywhere has the final, appropriate say 
on every matter. 
May this Eucharist make us worthy of the love 
lavished on us in baptism and give us the courage to 
keep doing the appropriate things for the coming 
generations. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 
Liturgy Help  

                    OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                        OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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Fr Donnelly 
Dear all, after further discussions with Fr D’s     
medical team he is going to be transferred to 
St Vincent’s, Sydney. This is mainly so that he is 
in the right place for the ongoing monitoring of 
his heart while the infection is in his system. 
The treatment of the infection is progressing 
and Fr D is responding. The added benefit of 
going to Sydney is that he is in the right place 
should they have to do more knee surgery. 
Please keep Fr D in your prayers.  

God bless, Fr Paul. 
 

Prayer for the Plenary Council 
For the Plenary Council: Lord, we pray that you ac-

company us on this pathway and grant  
that the preparation and celebration of the  

Plenary  Council may renew the Church  
and make it humbler and more hopeful  

and beautiful. Lord, hear us. 
 

A Journey into the Catholic Faith 
Will resume on Wednesday, 30 January 2019. 
 

St Agnes’ Parish History ... 

Did you Know? 
Father A.M. Fillodeau, who was Parish 

Priest from 1917 to 1936 originally left 

France in 1895 to work as a Missionary to 

the Gilbert Islands.  He spent 10 years in 

Papua, then nine years in Tasmania,    

Bangalow, Kempsey and France (as a World War I 

Chaplain) before arriving in Port Macquarie.              

Fr Fillodeau served the parish for nearly 18 years  

before retiring to Sydney. Our magnificent church 

bell, named “Maria Agnes”, was a gift to St Agnes’ 

Church by  Fr Fillodeau whilst he was Parish Priest.  

The inscription in Latin on the bell roughly translates 

as, “Rev Father A.N. Fillodeau bade me speak out.  I 

praise our ancestors, who preferred to suffer rather 

than to kowtow to evil men with feigned respect.” 

Blood Donations 

Donating blood is an important community ser-
vice. New donors are required to ensure there is 
sufficient blood for patients in need, especially at 
this time of the year. To find out how to become 
a donor, or for more information, call 131 495 or 
visit the website: www.donateblood.com.au. 
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Independent Living Village Opportunity -  
St Agnes Village & Lourdes Village 

Catholic Care of the Aged has a long and proud 
history of supporting residents of Port Macquarie 
through all stages of life to achieve their individual 
lifestyle goals. Independent living villas at 
Lourdes Village and St Agnes Village are a 
wonderful example of one such lifestyle choice in 
the full continuum of care the Parish offers. 
If you or someone you know is considering a 
move into an independent living villa we currently 
have a limited number available in Lourdes 
Village and St Agnes Villages for your 
consideration. If you have any questions or would 
like an information package, please contact Sue 
Reid, Client Relationship Officer Village Sales on: 
Phone: 5525 3600; Mobile: 0407 843 515 
Email: villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office: Donnelly House, 150-152 Horton Street. 

Catholic Mission 

A thank you from Catholic Mission’s for the 
2018 World Mission Appeal has been received. 
St Agnes’ Parish raised $2,360.00. 

 

MacKillop Gift Shop 
For any visitors to our Parish the MacKillop gift 
shop located at 106 Horton Street has for sale a 
wide range of religious items, gifts and cards. It 
is open Monday to Friday from 10.00am to 
2.00pm. It also has for sale a wide range of 
second hand books to raise money for welfare. 
The phone number is 6584 9779. 
 

Coeliac Hosts 
Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners.  
Prior to Mass commencing please go to the 
Sacristy and speak with the Sacristan. Then sit 
towards the front of the Church. Coeliac hosts 
are also available at the Chapels. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Fred Wirth, Kitty Smith,  
Margaret Hackman, Karl Dragutin, Margaret Blake, 
Pat Francisco, Frank Dowd.  
Anniversaries: Walter Missingham, Emmanuel 
Bayada, David Lawrence, Sr Josephine, rsm, Lily 
Murray, Nola Hemsley, John Abi-Saab, Jeff 
Condron, Margot O’Connor. 
Other Mass Intentions: deceased members of 
McNamara family, Kathleen Connors, Marija Miller, 
Hilton Dodds, Minnie Downes, Nora Downes   
Roberts, Ern O’Reilly, Beryl Thomas, Molly &  
Robert Friggens, Stan Condon, donor intentions & 
masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Mexican Pilgrimage 

Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett will be accompanying 
a 16 day pilgrimage to Mexico departing on  
25 September. Journey from Guadalajar to 
Mexico City including the Marian Shrines of 
Guadalupe, Zapopan and Sun Juan de los  
Lagos and places of the Martyrs of the  
Cristerio War.  

For more information call 1800 819 156 or visit 
the website www.harvestjourneys.com 

 

Affordable Accommodation  
at Westmead, Sydney 

Sisters of Charity Outreach operates a service 
for regional NSW residents who attend  
medical appointments and hospital in Sydney. 
Chisholm Cottage is a renovated 4 bedroom 
affordable shared accommodation house. For 
more information call Sonia on 9633 4228 or 
email: chisholmcottage@outreach.net.au 
 

Pastoral Services in our Parish 
If you are interested in joining/volunteering 
please contact the Parish Office on  
6583 1024. 

St Agnes’ Rosary Makers Guild 

A group of volunteers who co-ordinate the 
making of rosary beads to be distributed to 
schools, the needy and overseas missions. 
The group also has a mission to go into the 
schools to teach the children how to pray the 
rosary. 

Catholic Men’s Club 
Catholic men of the parish, and your friends, 
you are invited to meet and socialise at the  
licensed premises of the Catholic Men’s Club, 
located in Horton Street, behind Bean Tree 
café, each Tuesday from 4.00pm-8.00pm. 
Share a light supper at 5.30pm with raffles and 
members’ draws. 
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‘The Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit  

of the Lord is,  
there is freedom.’ 

‘Life is an echo - 
what you send 

out comes back.’ 

mailto:villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Maureen Dick 
 Margaret Donnelly 
 Sue Williams 
7.30am: Sonia West 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Pat McLoughlin 
9.00am: Denise Puzas 
 Richard O’Brien 
 Ann Thurgate 
5.00pm: Penny Prince 
 Volunteer please 
 Suzanne Savage 

 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: L English & Family 
7.30am: S & K Panes 
9.00am: S Hartas 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
John & Joy Lovegrove 
2 Jindabyne Place,  
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6583 3121 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Rudolf Szibrowski 
 Peter Brooks 
 Gae Green 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
7.30am:  Jennifer Crossing 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kay Farrawell 
 David Hogan 

9.00am: Michelle Baird 
 Phoebe Morris 
 Hank Brinkman 
 Vanessa Denham 
5.00pm: Cath Freeman 
                   Kay Fowler 
 Diane Hughes 
 Debbie Rennes 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
2nd Sunday in OT of Year C  
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 95 
I Corinthians 12:4-1 
John 2:1-11 

ROSTERS 19-20 January 2019   

FEAST DAYS 
 
Monday 14 January 
Beginning of Ordinary Time 
 
Thursday 17 January 
St Anthony 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
19 January 2019 

 

There will be no Children’s  
Liturgy during school holidays 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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