2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

Unsung Heroes
Have you ever visited a great cathedral? Usually, the
tabernacle of the Glory of the Real Presence of Our
Lord is so far distant from the people that it is
practically inaccessible, barely able to be seen.
Had the theologians and builders who devised these
great edifices read today’s gospel? It ends: ‘He let his
glory be seen.’ Where? In a nondescript Galilean
village at a wedding feast about to become a disaster
for the couple.
This is the message of today’s gospel. The Divine
Presence is no longer remote and distant from you
and me and our everyday concerns. The Divine
Presence is as close as if we were all at a wedding
feast together.
So, what is the story?
Something is in danger of going horribly wrong. A
young couple are about to be the talk of the village
for generations to come. The wine is running out. A
fiasco is impending. So, we need a hero to step in and
save the situation.
Who is the hero, or perhaps the heroes, who will save
the day?
Jesus is a very good candidate. He ended up coming
to the rescue. And Catholics would emphasise the
‘Mother of Jesus’. She persisted in the face of this
retort from her son: ‘Woman, what is this to me?’ Yes,
she was the heroine of the story.
But, the unsung heroes are … the servants.
With all due respect, Jesus and Mary did what Jesus
and Mary do.
But the servants took a huge risk. They are going to
look utterly stupid if they do what this wedding guest
tells them and end up drawing mere water out of the
jars to give to the steward.
They took a huge risk by doing exactly what this
stranger told them to do, exactly. In fact they were
like children. If one asks a ten year old boy to fill a
glass, he will fill it to the brim just to test you. The
gospel tells us that Jesus said: ‘Fill the jars with water’
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and the response is said to be ‘they filled them to the
brim’.
And then they started to ladle it out and found they
were ladling out ‘far better wine than anything
served before’ and the situation was saved.
How is the Divine Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ
going to come into the everyday occurrences of daily
life? Not with great pyrotechnics of thunder and
lightning, but with you and with me doing our best to
follow what Jesus asks us to do, and sometimes that
requires us to become childlike again and to do what
he asks exactly.
You and I are servants. We are the servants.
This requires a certain naivety, and a certain refusal to
be embarrassed in front of the crowd for whom what
you are doing may seem ridiculous.
One or two of you may get the call to do something
extreme – filling to the brim – in your imitation of
Jesus. Perhaps like St Francis of Assisi, discarding his
fine clothes (his father was a cloth merchant) and
following Jesus in utter poverty. But for most of us, it
will all happen in the usual round of life.
It might be forgiving someone in the family where
others in the family think you are fully justified in
keeping a cold distance.
It might be caring for the life of a newly conceived or
very sick child or elderly parent where the world
might suggest more self-serving alternatives.
It might be by being generous, overly generous, with
your time or money; time or money which could be
spent on yourself, which is what the world expects.
There is a myriad of ways, foolish in the eyes of the
crowd, but when you do it like the servants ladling the
liquid from those huge pots, you allow the Divine
Presence of Our Lord to save the situation.
Then, Cana is there.
The creative power of Jesus Christ is there.
The Divine Glory is seen.
The Divine Glory is at work among us.

OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God".
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality
by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.  minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
 proclaim the good news of
in need.
salvation.
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Fr Donnelly
Fr Donnelly has been transferred to St Vincent’s
Hospital. He is being well cared for and responding
to treatment. However, he is missing his four
legged mate, Shannon! Please continue to keep
Fr D in your prayers.

Prayer for the Plenary Council
As we prepare to commence our Listening and
Dialogue small groups, help us to become a
synodal Church that listens and realises that
listening ‘is more than simply hearing’. We pray
that we listen deeply to one another and that the
stories of our faith and the Church transform our
hearts. Lord, hear us.

A Journey into the Catholic Faith

Will resume on Wednesday, 30 January 2019.

Feast of St Agnes

The official feast day for St Agnes is
21 January. However, as this feast
falls during the school holiday period
we celebrate our Patron Saint’s feast
day in August.

Gift Bearer’s Roster

The updated roster is available from the Church
entrance. If you are a gift bearer please take a
copy.

Filipino Mass

The next Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday,
27 January at 11.30am in St Agnes’ Church.

Coeliac Hosts

Coeliac hosts are available for
parishioners. Prior to Mass commencing
please go to the Sacristy and speak with
the Sacristan. Then sit towards the front
of the Church. Coeliac hosts are also
available at the Chapels.

Mexican Pilgrimage
Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett will be accompanying a
16 day pilgrimage to Mexico departing on
25 September. Journey from Guadalajar to
Mexico City including the Marian Shrines of
Guadalupe, Zapopan and Sun Juan de los
Lagos and places of the Martyrs of the
Cristerio War.
For more information call 1800 819 156 or visit
the website www.harvestjourneys.com
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Feast of the Conversion of St Paul,
the Apostle - 25 January
Historical Context – Paul the converter

The feast of the Conversion of Paul, is also a
celebration of the extraordinary number of
conversions that Paul brought about. Almost singlehandedly, Paul spread the message of Christ
beyond the geographic boundaries of the ministry of
Jesus himself. By enacting the call of Jesus to
proclaim the Good News ‘to the whole world’, Paul
was the initial catalyst that saw Christianity become
a faith that was open to and welcoming of all
people. Without Paul, the followers of the Jesus
way may have remained a marginalised and
persecuted sect of Judaism that never saw the 2nd
Century.

Recently Deceased: Bert Parlevliet, Gervais
Koenig, Paul Daley, Jean Duck, Carlos Valle, Pat
Francisco.
Anniversaries: Angus Gaul, Marguerite Carlon,
John Dare, Dave Hunt, Greville Caward, Tony
Petro, Sr Josephine rsm, Minnie Downes.
Other Mass Intentions: Albert Jacobs, Kathleen
Connors, Marija Miller, Hilton Dodds, Nora
Downes Roberts, Ern O’Reilly, Beryl Thomas,
Molly & Robert Friggens, Stan Condon, donor
intentions & masses of thanksgiving.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scriptural context – Paul the writer

One of the extraordinary features of Paul’s
missionary work was the fact that he wrote letters of
encouragement and challenge back to those early
Christian communities he had established on his
travels. His writings to these communities are the
earliest Christian writings that we have – predating
the earliest gospel by more than 20 years. Although
not all the epistles credited to Paul were actually
written by him, scholars today accept that seven of
the books of the New Testament definitely came
from his pen. His words continue to encourage and
challenge us regularly in the second reading of the
Liturgy.

Have you thought? Saul becomes Paul

Throughout scripture, whenever a character has a
significant encounter with God and is called to
perform a specific task, there is often an
accompanying change of name for the character. In
the Old Testament, Abram became Abraham, Sarai
became Sarah, and Jacob became Israel.
Famously, in the gospels, Simon is renamed Peter.
The change of name represents the new life into
which God calls the person. Traditionally, those
entering religious life were given or chose a new
name to represent leaving their former life behind.
Saul becomes Paul because he becomes a new
person through his encounter with Christ.
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From the Catacombs - here & beyond
Episcopuss Wisdom…

‘The great thing in this
world is not so much where
we stand, as in which
direction we are moving.’
PARISH NEWS

From the Catechism…

Independent Living Village Opportunity St Agnes’ Village & Lourdes Village

Catholic Care of the Aged has a long and proud
history of supporting residents of Port Macquarie
through all stages of life to achieve their individual lifestyle goals. Independent living villas at
Lourdes Village and St Agnes Village are a wonderful example of one such lifestyle choice in the
full continuum of care the Parish offers.
If you or someone you know is considering a
move into an independent living villa we currently have a limited number available in Lourdes
Village and St Agnes Villages for your consideration. If you have any questions or would like an
information package, please contact Sue Reid,
Client Relationship Officer Village Sales on:
Phone: 5525 3600; Mobile: 0407 843 515
Email: villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au
Office: Donnelly House, 150-152 Horton Street

The Catholic Leader

The paper is available for purchase from the
Presbytery Office on a Friday afternoon, or the
Church and Chapels at weekend Masses.
Cost is $2.50.

Australia Day

A reminder Monday, 28 January will be a
public holiday as Australia Day, 26 January,
falls on the Saturday.

‘To see what is right
and not do it is a
lack of courage.’
St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE

PARISH MASSES

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm
Friday: 12.05pm
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Parish Office
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie
PO Box 23

T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm

ST FRANCIS CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259.
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday
Sunday Mass: 9.30am
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm.
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point
Thursday: 6.00pm.

FEAST DAYS

STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie
Sunday: 8.00am.

Monday 21 January
St Agnes

26-27 January 2019

ROSTERS

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER
6pm Vigil: B & G Green
7.30am:
K Farrawell & J Dean
9.00am:
S Hartas

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST
6pm Vigil: Kym Condon
Rudolf Szibrowski
Maureen Dick
Denise Smith
7.30am:
Geoff Leary
Pat McLoughlin
Denise McLoughlin
Kevin Lewis
9.00am:
Jacob Soerensen
Jenny Soerenden
Hank Brinkman
Cathy Stevenson
5.00pm:
Karen Robson
Timo Gobius
Marg Gobius
Vanessa Denham

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY
John & Joy Lovegrove
2 Jindabyne Place,
Port Macquarie
Ph 6583 3121

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
3rd Sunday in OT of Year C
Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10
Psalm 18
I Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21

READERS AND COMMENTATORS
6pm Vigil: Margaret Swan
Wayne Evans
Suzanne Savage
7.30am:
Jennifer Crossing
Peter Swan
Greg Grace
9.00am:
Sandra Hartas
Peter Rourke
Judy Brady
5.00pm:
Caitlin Rich
Volunteer please
Vanessa Denham

Tuesday 22 January
St Vincent
Thursday 24 January
St Francis de Sales
Friday 25 January
The Conversion of St Paul
the Apostle
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE
WORD ROSTER
5.00PM SUNDAY
27 January 2019

There will be no Children’s
Liturgy during school holidays

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15%

There are no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien
DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday

