The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Adolescent Impatience
One of the more desperate things you see on TV is
the anguished, distraught parents of a child who
has ‘gone missing’. Anyone who has temporarily
lost their child in a crowd knows the stabbing pain
of uncertainty and fear.
This is real life.
This was real life for the Holy Family whose feast
day it is today.
Even more real and occurring more often is the
adolescent impatience of Jesus:
Mary: ‘My child, why have you done this to us?’
Jesus: ‘Why were you
searching for me? Did you
not know I must be about my
father’s business?’
Every parent, bewildered and
saddened by the growing up
and the growing distance of a
son or daughter, knows what
Mary and Joseph must have
felt.
As a youngster moves from
childhood to the intuition of
a unique identity which is his
or hers alone, it seems
inevitable that these gaps in
understanding arise.
What was Jesus’ unique role? How could he, when
would he, find the language, the terms, the words
which would best describe his sense of a unique
identity?
It was only natural that the young Jesus of
Nazareth, being a Jewish adolescent, would spend
three days questioning and discussing with the
custodians of the language of the Jewish tradition
in the Temple.
By the time Mary and Joseph found him, he had
found the words to express his unique identity. In
this little scene so full of pathos and heartbreak,
we hear the first words of Jesus in the Gospels.
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‘Did you not know I must be about my Father’s
business?’ My Father’s business.
Jesus did not refer to God as ‘Ocean of Being’,
‘Unwavering Light’, or ‘Almighty Lord’. He uses
the term ‘Father’, a term of relationship, a term in
which he is the Son. This was the unique identity
which was his by nature, and now he had the
words for it.
And what was his ‘Father’s business’ which was
so engaging for Jesus?
To draw every human being into the same family
relationship as He enjoys. But did you note that it
is our privilege to celebrate this realisation as a
community? Only Jesus can say ‘My
Father’. We say ‘Our Father’. We
enter into the grace of intimate
relationship with God, not as an
atomised individual, but as a person
within a society of baptised
Christians – the Church.
Social identity, yes. But the lifegiving understanding of that identity
happens at a particular time for each
person. For most of us, there is a sort
of ‘delayed adolescence’ which can
make it hard to integrate this identity
into our conscious lives.
But for all of us, the followers who share Jesus’
family identity, we can dare to address God in the
words which Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from rom evil.
© Fr Michael Tate
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OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God".
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality
by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.  minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
 proclaim the good news of
in need.
salvation.

Christmas - New Year Prayer
This Christmas and New Year …
Mend a quarrel.
Seek out a forgotten friend.
Share some treasure.
Give a soft answer.
Encourage youth.
Keep a promise.
Find the time to listen.
Apologise if you are wrong.
Be gentle.
Laugh a little more.
Express gratitude.
Welcome a stranger.
Gladden the heart of a child.
Take pleasure in the beauty and
wonder of the earth.
Speak your love … speak it again
Speak it still once again.

New Year’s Day Mass - 1 January

On Tuesday, 1 January, Mass will be
offered at 9.00am in St Agnes’ Church,
not the usual 5.15pm, as it is a public
holiday.

Christmas - New Year
Office Closures

Presbytery Office:
Close:
Monday, 31 December at 4.30pm
Re-open: Wednesday, 2 January at 8.30am.
Parish Administration Office:
Close:
Friday, 21 December at 4.30pm.
Re-open: Wednesday, 2 January at 8.30am.
Diocesan Investment Fund:
Close:
Friday, 21 December at 1.00pm.
Re-open: Wednesday, 2 January at 9.00am.
Property Services:
Open:
Monday, 31 December 9.00am - 12 noon.
Closed
Tuesday, 1 January.
Re-open: Wednesday, 2 January at 8.30am.
MacKillop Centre:
Close:
Monday, 24 December at 12.30pm
Re-open: Thursday, 3 January at 10.00am.

Pope Francis - Official Tweet
Contemplating the Baby Jesus,
with His humble and infinite love,
let us say to Him, very simply:
‘Thank you for doing all this for me!’
PARISH NEWS

Mary, the Holy Mother of God
1 January
Our Mother. Our Sister.
Mary pondered all these things in her heart.
In first century Israel, the custom was for a young
woman to marry as soon as she reached puberty, so we
need to remember that Mary would have been around
thirteen years old when Jesus was born. Throughout her
life Mary, a young woman and mother, must have
pondered many things as she learnt what motherhood
meant in all its joys and sorrows. We know nothing of
the years in Nazareth before Jesus’ baptism by John. But
from the glimpses of Jesus’ adult life we know he must
have been raised in the religion and traditions of Israel.
He would have watched his mother prepare the
Sabbath meals and pray her prayer of blessing over the
Sabbath lights. He would have learnt from her the
stories of his ancestors – Abraham, Moses, David, Ruth,
Naomi and Esther. The home of Nazareth would have
been his first place of schooling. Mary was not only the
physical mother of Jesus, she, along with Joseph, was
also the nurturer of his personal faith.
During Jesus’ ministry we seldom hear of Mary’s
presence for the Gospel’s focus on Jesus’ new family of
disciples. John’s Gospel names her standing at the cross
and Luke presents her in the midst of the
disciples at
Pentecost. These glimpses assure us that Mary was both
mother and faithful disciple. As mother, her role was
unique. As disciple she is both mother and sister to all of
us. May we all, like Mary, ponder God’s mysterious
ways in our hearts and nurture the seeds of faith and
life within.
A painting of the Annunciation by an American artist,
Henry Tanner, captures for me, something of the
mystery and vulnerability of Mary’s life. This painting
brings out Mary’s humanity and awe, which I often find
missing from other depictions of this young woman. In
the Letter to the Ephesians, Paul places the birth of
Jesus within a long and evolving history. When he
writes, ‘When the appointed time came,’ … the
suggestion is there that from the beginning of time
Jesus was always part of God’s plan. Paul then moves
from the simple statement of Jesus’ birth to what this
birth means, that all people now, in and through Jesus,
are drawn into his relationship with God, all can now be
sons and daughters of God. For Paul, this is the meaning
of the Incarnation, that in becoming human, all
humanity
has been
incorporated into
the
very
life of God.
©Mary
Coloe,
Liturgy
Help.
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Independent Living Village Opportunity St Agnes Village & Lourdes Village

Catholic Care of the Aged has a long and proud
history of supporting residents of Port Macquarie
through all stages of life to achieve their individual
lifestyle goals. Independent living villa’s at Lourdes
Village and St Agnes Village are a wonderful
example of one such lifestyle choice in the full
continuum of care the Parish offers.
If you or someone you know is considering a move
into an independent living villa we currently have a
limited number available in Lourdes Village and St
Agnes Villages for your consideration.
If you have any questions or would like an
information package, please contact Sue Reid,
Client Relationship Officer Village Sales on:
Phone: 5525 3600; Mobile: 0407 843 515
Email: villagesales@cca.stagnesparish.org.au
Office: Donnelly House, 150-152 Horton Street.

Offertory Roster

It is time to update the Offertory gifts roster.
Should you wish to be added to the
weekend Mass roster, or taken off the
roster, please contact the Parish office on
6583 1024 by Monday, 7 January.

Break Open the Word

The Break Open the Word book of readings for
Year C is available from the Parish Office for
weekend Mass readers who would like a copy.

A Journey into the Catholic Faith

Will resume on Wednesday,30 January 2019.

Blood Donations

Donating blood is an important community service
requiring new donors to ensure there is sufficient
blood for patients in need, especially at this time of
the year. To find out how to become a donor, or for
more information, call 131 495 or visit the website:
www.donateblood.com.au.

From the Catacombs …
Episcopuss Wisdom…

‘You don’t choose your
family. They are God’s gift
to you, as you are to
them.’
PARISH NEWS

From the Catechism…

Recently Deceased: Margaret Blake, Adam
Triggell, Shirley Cook, Pat Francisco.
Anniversaries: Vince Ryan, Walter Missington,
Christopher Levy, Edward Levy, Jack Quinn, May
Mellier, Bob & John Graham, Damian Byrne, Rita
Warlters.
Other Mass Intentions: Kathleen Connors,
Marija Miller, Cyril & Eileen Bennett, John &
Kathleen Carroll, Beryl Thomas, Elizabeth Clavin,
Michael Patrick Grace, donor intentions & masses
of thanksgiving.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Catholic Leader

The next edition of the Catholic Leader will be
available the weekend of 13 January.

HAPPY & HOLY NEW YEAR!
Past and Future Blessings
‘Looking forward, Looking back’ is a famous Slim
Dusty song. As another year comes to an end and
the countdown to 2019 begins, Slim’s song title
offers some practical wisdom. Today is a timely
opportunity for all of us to look forward and look
back, to reflect on the past year’s blessings and to
set our goals for the year ahead …
Think about your own ‘holy family’? How was God
present to you this year? Were there times of joy:
like the birth of a new child or grandchild, a
marriage, a new job, a graduation? Were there
times of sadness and struggle: like illness, death,
disharmony, financial troubles? Spend some time
reflecting on how God has been with you through
it all.
But don’t just look back: look forward too. How
has the past year prepared you for the blessings to
come? Maybe God is beginning to unfold something new in your life. How might you embrace it?
Does it call you to trust, especially if the situation
seems unclear or uncertain? Looking forward is an
invitation for you to be open to God’s blessings, to
be amazed at how God is at work in your life and to
know that even better things are still to come!
Looking back on 2018 we thank our loving God for
being with us. Looking forward to the new year,
we pray that we will remain close to the one who is
always present and faithful to us.
David J Hore, CCsR, © Redemptorists

‘Two people are better

off than one, for they
can help each other
succeed.’
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PARISH MASSES

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm
Friday: 12.05pm
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Parish Office
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie
PO Box 23

T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm

ST FRANCIS CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259.
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday
Sunday Mass: 9.30am
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm.
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point
Thursday: 6.00pm.

FEAST DAYS

STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie
Sunday: 8.00am.

Monday 31 December
St Sylvester 1

5-6 January 2019

ROSTERS

Tuesday 1 January
Mary the Holy Mother of God
Octave of the Nativity of the
Lord
Wednesday 2 January
St Basil the Great
St Gregory Nazianzen

READERS AND COMMENTATORS
6pm Vigil: Sarah Smith
Diana Smith
Bill Skane
7.30am:
Peter Swan
Sonia West
Jim O’Brien
9.00am:
Josephine Mockford
Adelle Groenveld
Judy Brady
5.00pm:
Volunteers please
GIFT BEARERS ROSTER
6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof &
B Kenny
7.30am:
B & W Arthur-Pfeil
9.00am:
N & B Moore

Thursday 3 January
The Most Holy Name of
Jesus

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE
WORD ROSTER
5.00PM SUNDAY
6 January 2019

There will be no Children’s
Liturgy during school holidays

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY
Pat & Marie Mullens
23 The Sanctuary Close,
Port Macquarie
Ph 6584 1626

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST
6pm Vigil: Denise Smith
Barry Johnson
Jan O’Sullivan
Rudolf Szibrowski
7.30am:
David Hogan
Kevin Lewis
Beverly Arthur-Pfeil
Wendy Pfeil
9.00am:
Michelle Baird
Hank Brinkman
Phoebe Morris
Ann Thurgate
5.00pm:
Jim Dempsey
Sue Williams
Ginaya Yarnold
Tina Madden
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
The Epiphany of The Lord Year C

Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 71
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15%

There are no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien
DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday

