
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 9-10 February 2019 Year C 

 Reflection by Fr Richard Leonard 
 

Think about this for a minute! 
It is time to elect a world leader, and yours is the 
deciding vote. Here are the facts about the three 
leading candidates: 
Candidate A associates with crooked politicians, 
consults with astrologers, has had two mistresses, is 
severely disabled, chain smokes and drinks 8 to10 
martinis a day. 
Candidate B was kicked out of office twice, slept until 
noon, used opium at university, is an undiagnosed 
manic-depressive and drinks a bottle of whiskey 
every day. 
Candidate C is a decorated war hero, vegetarian, 
doesn't smoke or drink, except for an occasional beer 
and has never had an extra-marital affair. Who would 
you choose? 
Candidate A is Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Candidate B is Winston Churchill. 
Candidate C is Adolph Hitler. 
Sometimes the best candidate on paper is the worst 
leader in reality. Thank goodness Jesus did not hire a 
management consultancy to help him recruit his 
earliest disciples. On paper Peter, James and John 
would not have got past expressing interest in the 
job. Jesus recognised, however, that they had the 
three things necessary for Christian leadership: faith, 
hope and love. 
Not that they had it immediately. We know they 
constantly misunderstood Jesus and tried to steer in 
other ways. They made promises they did not keep 
and they abandoned Jesus when the going got 
tough. But they had the one thing that nearly all 
great leaders have in their formation: a mentor who 
knows they are not perfect, forgives their limitations, 
tells them the truth, brings them back to what they 
are actually on about and inspires them by what he 
says and how he lives. 
 

 
Sometimes we think the Gospel always demands a  
very  different lifestyle to the one we have, and 
sometimes it does, but today's Gospel should be 
taken seriously, not literally. Luke tells us that the 
disciples 'left everything and followed him'. We know 
that following Jesus did not demand of Peter, for 
example, that he abandon his family. And we also 
know that the disciples returned to their work of 
fishing a number of times in their life with Jesus. 
Luke is telling us, then, that to follow Jesus is a radical 
option and that we have to divest ourselves of 
anything that stops us serving the kingdom of God. 
Conversely, it follows that we have to cultivate the 
very things that draw us on in the Christian life. For 
most of us the departures necessary in following 
Jesus are in our hearts. 
Furthermore in this story, Luke is also telling us about 
the great number of converts attracted to the 
Christian life. We know that some of these were 
notorious sinners. No doubt the leaders of the early 
Church had anxieties about admitting them. 
By relating the story of the sinful Peter being called 
by Jesus, Luke reassures the community that as long 
as anyone is able to leave behind the destructiveness 
of their previous life they can, with guidance, become 
a disciple of Jesus. 
Luke teaches that it is not for us to condemn anyone 
caught up in the net of salvation: simply to trust in 
God's love and compassion that visits the sick and 
well alike. 
May we pray in this Eucharist for the humility in the 
Church to accept that God can turn our judgments, 
laws, customs, protocols and management strategies 
upside down and sometimes bring forward, from the 
most unexpected quarters, leaders who show us new 
dimensions to God's power shining through our 
human weakness. 
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                    OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                        OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

A Journey into the Catholic Faith 
Will continue on Wednesday, 13 February, at the 
Youth Hub from 5.30pm. If you would like more 
information contact Fr Peter Wood on 6583 1024. 
 

What Is the Meaning of the Death  & 
Resurrection of Jesus? 

The last three chapters of the Gospels according 
to Sts Matthew, Mark and Luke, and the four last 
chapters of St John’s relate the Paschal Mystery 
which comprises the suffering, death,  
resurrection and glorification of Jesus. By his 
Cross and Resurrection, Jesus heals us from sin 
and enables us to become children of God. “The 
Paschal Mystery...stands at the centre of the 
Christian faith because God’s saving plan was 
accomplished once for all by the redemptive 
death of his Son Jesus Christ.” “Jesus freely  
offered his life” as a sacrifice “to make reparation 
for our sins with the full obedience of his love  
unto death. This love ‘to the end’ (John 13:1) of 
the Son of God reconciled all of humanity with 
the Father.” Come and rediscover this  
unfathomable mystery of God’s mercy and  
exclaim with St Paul: Jesus “loved me and gave 
himself for me!” 
 

World Day of Prayer 

‘Come - Everything is Ready’ 
The 2019 Word Day of Prayer 
will be held on Friday, 1 March in 
St Thomas’ Anglican Church. All 
are invited to morning tea at 
9.30am with the service  
commencing at 10.30am. The 
service was prepared by the 
committee from Slovenia with the theme  
‘Come - Everything is Ready’.  
All are welcome to join with members of the Port 
Macquarie churches in praying together.  
 

 

The Catholic Leader 
The paper is available for purchase from the 
Presbytery Office on a Friday afternoon, or the 
Church and Chapels at weekend Masses. Cost is 
$2.50. There will be a feature on Fr Donnelly’s  
funeral in this weekend’s publication. 
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‘Put out into deep water and  
pay out your nets for a catch’ 

‘It is easy for us to be 
disheartened by our failings, our 
sins, our apparent inability to live 
up to our baptismal calling. But 
it’s tragic when we allow that to 
happen. As today’s readings 
show, God is not put off because 
of our inadequacies and 
weaknesses; in God’s eyes no 

one is beyond God’s mercy, no matter how often or 
how badly they may have failed. Nothing can shake 
God’s love for us and often it is when we become 
conscious of our sinfulness that the Lord is ready to 
draw us closer to himself. This is not, of course, the 
way the world sees things; but this is the logic of 
divine love. And once we are convinced that our 
God is a God whose name is mercy, then our 
failings, far from casting us down, will have the 
opposite effect: they will draw us closer to God; 
they will inspire us to become the kind of friends 

that the Lord wants us to be.’    The Living Word.                
                                                     

Welcome Fr Joe D’Souza  
& thank you Fr Emmanuel 

Thank you to Fr Emmanual, from Ballina Parish, 
who assisted Fr Paul  in our parish whilst Fr Peter 
was away. This weekend we welcome Fr Joe 
D’Souza, Discalced Carmelite Order, from Lismore, 
who will be assisting, in our parish, for the coming 
weeks. 

 

Catholic Social Services Australia 
St Agnes’ Parish is hosting the Catholic Social 
Services Australia (CSSA) National Conference on 
19-20 February.  Fr Donnelly will be honoured at 
the conference for his work in resourcing the St 
Agnes’ Parish community with his work in health, 
welfare and education for over 40 years and in the 
evening Bishop Gregory Homeming will deliver The 
Inaugural Fr Leo Donnelly Oration.  Parishioners 
are welcome to attend the dinner however seats 
are limited and registration closes at 5.00pm 
Monday, 11 February.  All dinner tickets can be 
purchased through the CSSA website:  
 http://www.cssa.org.au/events/2019.    

 

 Prayer for the Plenary Council 
For the Plenary Council: Lord, encourage and 
strengthen us when our dialogue gets messy and we 
cannot see where the Spirit is leading us. May we 
come to appreciate that this is often the way the Spirit 
works. Lord, hear us. 

Papal Quote 
‘One person cannot solve all the problems 

in the world, but she or he can  
oppose it with being good, kind and  

caring to oneself and others. You can 
fight with the smile and with the  
readiness to be kind to others’. 

http://www.cssa.org.au/events/2019


Catholic Women’s League 
Dedication Mass 

The CWL Dedication Mass will be held on 
Friday, 15 February at the 12.05pm Mass in  
St Agnes’ Church. Afterwards we will enjoy a 
shared lunch at the John Worner Centre 
followed at 1.30pm by the first meeting for the 
year. For more information contact Monica on 
6582 5770 or Helen on 6583 5391. Visitors and 
new members are welcome to attend.  

What is the CWL? 
The CWL is a voluntary, caring group 
concerned with Christian living, in particular, the 
protection and support of the Christian family. 
This organisation unites at parish, diocesan, 
state and national levels, women of all ages to 
meet the challenges of the present and future. 
Members are active in the social and spiritual 
life of the Parish. Monthly meetings are held. 
 

Cenacle 

The Cenacle will continue at Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Chapel, Lake Cathie at 3.00pm on 
Thursdays. For more information call Rose on 
0415 435 135. 
 

Parish Hospitality 
Our parish hospitality and 
welcoming program will continue 
this year. On allocated weekends  
after certain Masses, there will 
be a light supper/morning/
afternoon tea, depending on the 
Mass time.  

Dates for February are: 
 Sunday, 10 February 9.00am Mass. 

Hosted by Centacare. 
 Sunday, 17 February 5.00pm Mass. 

Hosted by MacKillop College. 
 Sunday, 24 February 5.00pm Mass. 

Hosted by St Peter’s Primary School. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                   From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Beth Hayes, John Lonski, 
Lesley Wakeling, Patrick Monaghan, Fr Leo  
Donnelly PP, Gwen Phillips, June Bremner, Bert 
Parlevliet, Ann Sheehy, Gervais Koenig. 
Anniversaries: Beverley Rowan, Nicholas  
Connolly, Terry White, Paula Richardson, Nene 
Azurin, Carmel Franklin, Kevin Franklin, Jean  
Curtis, Bob Sisson, Robert Saunders, Cyril &  
Eileen Bennett. 
Other Mass Intentions: Rebecca Scully, Joan 
Jowett, Ian Binder, Joan Skinner-O’Reilly, John 
Carroll, Kathleen Carroll, Peggy Veronica Collins, 
Beryl Thomas, Helen Woolford, Kathleen Haxell, 
Tony & Trudy Baker, Kathleen Connors, Marija  
Miller, donor intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What is Cursillo? 
The Cursillo weekend is a leadership course 
for Christians to grow in Christ’s love through 
fun, fellowship, prayer, and presentations. We 
share with each other and grow so we can 
bring Christ’s light to others.  
Mass and reconciliation available. 
When: 6.00pm on Thursday,14 March to 
  3.30pm Sunday 17 March 2019. 
Venue: Yarrawarra Aboriginal Culture  
  Centre at 69 Red Rock Rd, Corindi 
  Beach  
Contact: Paul Murphy      0428 665 445 
  Carryl Tory 0478 793 618 
  Pat Benefield 0432 441 068 

Coeliac Hosts 
Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners. 
Prior to Mass commencing please go to the 
Sacristy and speak with the Sacristan. Then 
sit towards the front of the Church. Coeliac 
hosts are also available at the Chapels. 

 

Daniel O’Donnell Concert 
Due to late cancellations there are still seats 
available for the Wauchope CWL bus trip to 
Sydney for Daniel O’Donnell Concert on 
Thursday 21 February. It will be down and 
back on the same day. Concert starts at 
6.00pm. Tickets are $160.00 per person, 
including evening meal. For more information 
contact Gill Lewis 6585 2360. 
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‘Whenever clear under-
standing and mindfulness 

act together, wisdom, their 
companion, will always be 

found.’ 

‘Love is contagious; 
be a carrier.’ 

 



 
READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Robert Green 
 Barry Johnson 
 

7.30am: Jennifer Crossing 
 Sonia West 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Trish Green  
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Tess Koning 
 

5.00pm: Nicola Di Bona 
 Daniel Ward 
 Elise Smith 
 TJ Avery 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 
 

6pm Vigil: P & F Shaw 
7.30am: S & K Panes 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Sue Kingston 
37 Church Street 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6584 9815 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
    www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Peter Brooks 
 Gae Green 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Kym Condon 
 

7.30am:  Pat McLoughlin 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Kevin Lewis 
 Kay Farrawell 
 

9.00am: Phoebe Morris 
 Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Cathy Stevenson 
 

5.00pm: Tina Madden 
 Tim McCosker 
 Leisa Fisher 
 Chris Kalchbauer 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
6th Sunday in OT of Year C  
Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Psalm 1:1-4 
Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
Luke ^:17, 20-26 

ROSTERS 16-17 February 2019   

FEAST DAYS 
 
Monday 11 February 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 14 February 
St Cyril 
St Methodius 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 
17 February 2019 

 

Amanda Howle 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES 
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