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Dear Friends, 
 

I would like to thank all those who have helped in any way towards our Easter celebrations this year.  
 

I would especially like to thank Cath, Debbie and Julia in the parish office for all their hard work.  
 

To Vanessa, Denise and Sue who, as our Sacristans, made sure everything was ready and in place for the 
ceremonies. Thank you. 
 

To Jenni and our wonderful musicians and choir who again excelled themselves for our ceremonies. Thank 
you. 
 

To our commentators, readers, eucharistic ministers, gift and oil bearers, to those who had their feet washed, 
to Peter our fireman, to Colleen, Eileen and all those who helped with the flowers and decorations, to our 
collectors, our altar servers, our bulletin distributors and to Allen who had the grounds of the church looking 
as wonderful as ever. Thank you. 
 

To all those who made palm crosses for Palm Sunday. Thank you. 
 

To all our school communities, teachers, parents and students who did a great job despite the weather to 
celebrate the Stations of the Cross and to Newman College for the restoration and polishing of the Paschal 
Candle stand. Thank you. 
 

To Peta, Sr. Anne and all those who helped prepare the new members of our church who we joyfully 
received into the church over Lent and Easter. Thank you. 
 

To all our parishioners, friends and visitors who by simply attending and participating in our ceremonies 
made them all the more special. Thank you. 
 

Easter was so well attended this year that we are considering adding an extra mass next year. Maybe Easter 
Sunday 2020 could look like……. 7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am with baptisms at noon. Any feedback in relation 
to Easter would be welcome. 
 

Father Joe 
A number of people have been asking about Fr. Joe and how long he is in Port for. I hope talking about this 
doesn't jinx us, but there has been no word from the Bishop about the future and Fr Joe. So, no news is good 
news for us, and we get to keep him for a while longer!! Also, we wish Fr Joe a happy birthday for 
Wednesday, 1 May. Fr Shabas, another Indian Carmelite, who will be the Superior of the Carmelite 
community in our Diocese has only just arrived in Australia and is in Lismore for a few weeks to settle into 
life in our Diocese. 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 

Father Paul 

                OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                     OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

In the meantime what does this gospel mean for us? In 
reaching out towards the wounded body, Thomas      
realised the true identity of Jesus Christ and was able to 
exclaim: 'My Lord and My God'. 

According to Pope Francis, we are constantly invited to 
touch the wounds of Christ in those who, in our own era 
and within our reach, are bearing wounds of all          
descriptions. That is a sure way of understanding the 
true identity of Jesus Christ. 

Let us see with the eyes of faith the Risen Lord in the 
wounded of this world. Then we may hope to hear: 
‘Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
Alleluia!                          Fr Michael Tate, LiturgyHelp. 

 

Family Groups’ Weekend 
Next weekend 4-5 May Fr Ray Sanchez, 
CP, a director of the Passionist Family 
Group Movement, will be visiting our   
parish to speak at weekend Masses.  

Fr Sanchez will host a workshop on  
Jesus and Justice  in the parish hall on 
Sunday,  5 May from 11.00am. If you are 
interested in learning more about   
family groups please see the insert in 
our parish newsletter.  

Following 9.00am Mass Family Groups will host our 
parish morning tea. Take time to stop and chat 
with other parishioners.  
 

Change of Mass Time Lake Cathie 
A reminder that Ironman weekend is next weekend 
and parishioners should remember to check road  

closures.  

Due to Ocean Drive being closed on the 
Sunday, Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Lake Cathie will be offered at 6.00pm on 
Saturday, 4 May not 8.00am Sunday. 

 

St Joseph’s Regional College 
50th Anniversary Celebrations 

 Date:      Friday, 10 May 
+Venue :    St Joseph’s Regional College. 
Mass:  9.30am in the College Hall 

   Followed by morning tea. 
Evening Event:   

5.00pm – 10.00pm in the College Hall. 
Canapes provided. Drinks available for purchase. (This is 
an over 18 event). RSVP: Wednesday 1  May. 
Phone: 5525 4100. www.tiny.cc/sjrc50years 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/SJRC94years/ 

 

Parish Directory 

The 2019 edition of the Parish Directory is available 
from the parish website: www.stagnesparish.org.au. 
There are printed copies available from the Parish 
Office. 
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Thomas the Doubter seeing the wounds 
There is something attractive about Thomas the Doubter – 
something about his obstinate integrity in not too readily 
accepting the other disciples’ report that they had seen the 
Risen Lord. What is more attractive is that the other 
disciples – now the ‘true believers’ – did not expel Thomas 
for his doubting but kept him within their circle. Perhaps a 
lesson there for the Church not to too quickly raise the 
barriers excluding those struggling with belief in the 
Christian faith. 

Doubt and questioning are a proper part of being human. It 
is how we mature and make progress in the faith, as much 
as in other areas of life. A point may come where a person 
may not remain in the Church with any integrity. But a 
dismissive, excluding Church is not the Church of this 
Gospel story. And that applies to our parish as much as to 
the Vatican. 

But the special attraction of this gospel 
story for Thomas and therefore for us, lay 
in what he saw. He was granted the special 
gift of seeing the risen Lord bearing the 
wounds of his crucifixion. I believe the 
seeing of the risen body of Jesus bearing 
those wounds told Thomas something vital 
about his own destiny. 

Do you want to spend eternity as the clone of some saintly 
model? I don’t. I want to be me – identifiably me. I don’t 
want to be drained of all the effects of my time on earth, 
even the ones which have wounded me, because they 
have made me who I am. I don’t want to be bleached of all 
colour. 

I think that is what Thomas realised: that he would retain 
his identity in the next life, even bearing the wounds of his 
life, but wounds transformed. What sort of wounds? The 
wounds unjustly or unfairly inflicted by others or just by the 
vagaries and chances of life: 

the sense of desolation when abandoned by a member of 
the family or a friend; 
the hurt maliciously inflicted, maybe physical, maybe an 
attack on one’s good character; 
a great capacity to love or be loved unfulfilled; 
the death of someone we love dearly, the void, the 
heartache; 
the chronic physical or mental illness which saps our 
strength. 
These leave their mark imprinted on our character. These 
are the wounds which shape our lives. They make us who 
we are at the moment of death. At that moment, I will be, 
you will be, the wounded person whom, we pray, God will 
love without reserve. 

What Thomas saw was that those sorts of wounds will be 
transformed, transfigured. We will be liberated from their 
evil effects, from their disabling effects on our personality, 
from their crippling effects in many dimensions. 

All that history, that personal history, is healed because 
Our Risen Lord adopts, incorporates, them as his own. I 
believe that that is what Thomas realised when he saw Our 
Lord’s wounded hands and side. 

But, that is only the beginning! As St Paul teaches, the 
body one receives when fully sharing the resurrection life 
of Christ is animated by the Spirit of God (1 Cor 15:44). 
That body will manifest in full perfection the human being 
which God intended in creating you or me. This is holistic 
redemption of one's humanity. 

http://www.tiny.cc/sjrc50years
https://www.facebook.com/SJRC50years/


Filipino Mass 
The  Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday,  

28 April at 11.30am in St Agnes’ Church. All are 
welcome to come to this Mass. 

 

Journey into Catholic Faith 
Will resume on Wednesday 1 May. The topic for this 
week will be: 

The Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation 

  

The sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation and 
the Holy Eucharist are the sacraments of Christian 
initiation for they establish the foundations of 
Christian Life. The faithful born anew by Baptism 
are strengthened by Confirmation and are then 
nourished by the Eucharist. Baptism takes away 
sins, makes the baptised person a sharer in the life 
of God through grace, a disciple of Christ and a 
member of his Body, the Church. It also empowers 
the person to act in a Christ-like way through virtues 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation “confirms 
and strengthens baptismal grace” through a 
renewed outpouring of the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, 
fortitude, piety, fear of God. 

 

The Catholic Leader 
Is available for purchase from the Parish Office on a 
Friday afternoon, or the Church and Chapels at 
weekend Masses. Cost $2.50. 
Important Notice: In a decision made by the board 
of the Catholic Leader from 25 May the paper will no 
longer be delivered to our Parish Office for sale over 
the weekend Masses. This is due to the rising costs 
of newspaper distribution. The Catholic Leader will 
be available in regional areas by individual 
subscriptions of the paper delivered to homes or the 
digital edition delivered.  
 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                   From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Lizbeth Sanchez Arat, Stella 
Vera Olsen, Marjorie Reeves, Kathleen Connors, 
Jack  Howard, Monica Doyle, Ian Binder.  
Anniversaries: Thomas Dick, Marcelino Dela 
Merced, Hazel Stephens, May Clark. 
Other Mass Intentions: Margaret Vickery, John & 
Kathleen Carroll, Louisa Sweeney, Beryl Thomas, 
George Carrigg, Ila & Len Fountaine, Myrie Haxell, 
Marija Miller, donor intentions, masses of  
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St Agnes’ Parish Video Channel 
St Agnes’ Parish now has its very own video  
channel called “With you for Life”. The website  
address is https://withyouforlife.org.au/ 
It is a central point where you can many Parish 
videos to see examples of how we provide service 
to the community. All Parish videos will be located 
here including the full length Fr Donnelly film “A 
Life Less Ordinary”. You are able to view,  
comment and share these videos and you will be 
kept up to date as new videos are added to the 
website. If you would like more information contact 
our Communications Team on 6588 7444. 

 

 ‘A Life Less Ordinary’ DVD 
The DVD ‘A Life Less Ordinary’, an overview of  

Fr Donnelly’s life, is available from the Parish  

Office and the MacKillop Centre. Cost is $7.50. 
 

Caritas is working with communities providing 
hope for a just and fair world for all generations, 
cultures, backgrounds and communities who are 
part of one human family. You are empowering 
communities to break free from the cycle of     
poverty whilst  ensuring they are the architects of 
their own development. Lives change when we all 
give 100%. 

Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s   
Project Compassion 2019 Lenten appeal. 

Website: www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 
Phone number: 1800 024 413. 
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‘One can only know the best 
of oneself through awareness 
of the best of other people.’ 

‘Life is effort.’  
So says the body. 
‘Life is blessing.’ 
So says the soul. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Parish Volunteers’ Mass will be held on  

Wednesday 22 May  
at 4.00pm in St Agnes’ Church. 

 

Theme: ‘Making a World of Difference’ 

Pope Francis has asked us to join in prayer 
with the Christian community of Sri Lanka, 

which was struck by terrible violence on 
Easter Sunday. We entrust to the risen Lord 

the victims of the bombings and we pray 
that all the wounded and the suffering may 

know the healing presence of our  
Lord Jesus Christ.  

https://withyouforlife.org.au/


 
READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Wayne Evans 
 Margaret Swan 
 Suzanne Savage 
 

7.30am: Sonia West 
 Damian Bennie 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Trish Green 
 Denise Puzas 
 Peta Rourke 
 

5.00pm: Olivia Gahan 
 St Agnes Primary School 
 Penny Prince 
 Mary Shelley 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: P & f Shaw 

7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
John & Joy Lovegrove 
2 Jindabyne Place 
Port Macquarie 
Phone: 6583 3121 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
     
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Peter Brooks 
 Gae Green 
 Barry Johnson 
 
 

7.30am:  David Hogan 
 Jennifer Crossing 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kay Farrawell 
 
 

9.00am: Gary Gallagher 
 Judy Brady 
 Michelle Baird 
 Ann Thurgate 
 
 

5.00pm: Leisa Fisher 
 Chris Kalchbauer 
 Diane Hughes 
 

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
3rd Sunday of Easter Year C 
Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 
Psalm 29 
Revelations 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 

ROSTERS 4-5 May 2019   

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 29 April 
St Catherine of Siena 
 
Tuesday 30 April 
St Pius 

 
Wednesday 1 May 
St Joseph the Worker 

 
Thursday 2 May 
St Athanasius 

 
Friday 3 May 
St Philip 
St James 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD ROSTER   
5.00PM SUNDAY 

5 May 2019 
 

Natalie Jennings 
Emma Francis 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm 
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am -12 noon, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Please Note change of mass time.  Saturday 4 May 6.00pm 
There will be no mass on Sunday 5 May due to road closure for Ironman 

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 
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