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New way of belonging 
In today’s gospel we return to the upper room, 
before the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
seeking to understand what has happened over 
the past few weeks. It’s a reminder that these 
events are all a piece of a puzzle and, in speaking 
of them, John’s gospel seeks to bring love into a 
more intense focus.  
Amidst talk of betrayal, the washing of the feet 
has occurred, revealing the pattern of our lives. 
After Jesus has handed 
him a ‘morsel’, Judas has 
left the gathering, at 
which point we hear 
these words. They’re the 
beginning of Jesus’ last 
words to his disciples 
before they step into the 
night together. 
Now, Jesus declares, is 
the moment – but for 
what? For the glory of 
God to be revealed, in 
Jesus. In this, both God 
and Jesus are to be 
glorified.  
Then, addressing them affectionately as, “my little 
children,” he lets them know his time is short and 
continues to speak the meaning of his life. 
He gives them a new word to live by, a new 
commandment: “love one another; just as I have 
loved you.”  It can seem so familiar that we hardly 
hear it. But how has Jesus loved us? Unto death, 
on a cross – dying so we might live. There’s the 
catch. It’s not a sentimentality, it’s a daily 
challenge for us all. What does it mean to  
 

 
say, dying we live? To live in this way?  
You probably won’t find it being spoken about in 
the self-help books, nor in the mission statements 
in our workplaces and elsewhere, and you can 
see a similar dynamic at work in what was once 
said to a parish: “downplay the cross and stress 
community,” thereby denying the basis of our 
community. 
For his part, Jesus declares this love to be who 
we are – it’s our identity – which we 
acknowledge every time we make the sign of the 

cross and each time we celebrate 
the Eucharist. It’s by this love we 
have for one another that we’ll be 
known as his disciples, not by any 
other criteria. This is to be the sign 
of those who belong to the new 
family, the Body of Christ, that is 
being formed through the shared 
meal and his death and his 
resurrection.  
It’s a new way of belonging to one 
another, so that the empty tomb 
becomes a womb out of which 
we’re born this Easter. The sign of 
this new birth is our loving one 
another, ‘as I have loved you’. Thus 

is the glory of God revealed, made real in our 
lives. 
This is what’s happening in the first reading from 
the Acts of the Apostles and, when it happens, 
then, as in the second reading from the 
Apocalypse, the whole of creation is made new 
and God’s name is indeed, ‘God-with-them’, with 
us.   

Damian Coleridge 
© Redemptorists 2019 

 

                OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                     OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
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Parish Hospitality  
Dates for May and June are: 
 26 May after 9.00am Mass. Hosted by CCA. 

This is also Ministry Sunday. 
 2 June after 9.00am Mass. Hosted by St  
 Vincent de Paul. This will also be Vinnies  
 Winter Appeal. 
Thank you to our Pastoral Council for hosting break-
fast last Sunday after 7.30am Mass … it was yummy! 
 

First Holy Communion 

Parish Sacramental Program 
The St Agnes’ Parish Sacramental team will be    
hosting a Sacramental Program in Term 2 for children 
in Year 3 or above, who currently don’t attend a  
Catholic school and wish to make their First Holy 
Communion.  
To register, or for more information, contact Simone 
Tydd by Wednesday, 22 May on 0413 975 578 or by 
email: sacramentalprogram@gmail.com. 
 

Volunteers Needed Please! 
Readers for 7.30am Mass 

More readers are needed for the 7:30am Mass each 
Sunday.  If you are able to assist in this ministry, can 
you please contact the roster co-ordinator ,Denise 
Smith by emailing: dsmith@pac.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Filipino Mass 

Will be held at 11.30am on Sunday, 26 May. All are 
welcome to attend this special Mass. 
 

MacKillop Centre 

For students receiving their First Communion in June 
the gift shop has a wide range of gifts and cards  
available for purchase. The shop is located at  
106 Horton Street near the steps leading up to the 
Church. Opening hours are Monday to Friday 
10.00am to 2.00pm, phone number is 6584 9779.  
The shop will also open on Saturday, 15 June from 
9.30am to 12.30pm. 

The Centre sells second hand books to raise money 
for charity. If you have books in good condition to  

donate please drop them off at the Centre. 
 

‘Small Steps’ short film now on  
St Agnes’ Parish’ Video Channel 

St Agnes’ Parish now has its very own video channel 
called “With you for Life”. The website address is 
https://withyouforlife.org.au/ It is a central point where 
you can view Parish videos to see experiences of 
how we provide service to the community. Featured 
on the site is the short film “Small Steps” which shows 
how St Joseph’s Family Services helped a young 
family devastated by the loss of their mother. You are 
able to view, comment and share these videos and 
you will be kept up to date as new videos are added 
to the website. If you would like more information  
contact our Communications Team on 6588 7444. 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

Our Lady Help of Christians  

Patroness of Australia 

Feast Day Prayer - 24 May 

Almighty God deepen in our  

hearts our love for  

Mary, Help of Christians. 

Through her prayers and under  

her protection may the light  

of Christ shine over our land  

and may your blessing remain 
with us always. 

We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

    Mary Help of Christians  

pray for us. 
The Rosary will be offered prior to Mass on Friday,  

24 May from 11.30am. All are invited to join with us on 
this special feast day for Our Lady Help of Christians, 
Patroness of Australia. 
 

Parish Planned Giving 

The 2018-19 planned giving year ends on 30 June and 
receipts will be posted to you in early July.  

 

Important note: in the past year if you 
have had any changes to your contact, 
address, or personal details please 
contact the Parish Administration Centre 
on 6588 7444, or email the changes to:  

pac@stagnesparish.org.au.  

You’re Invited to the Parish  
Volunteers’  

Recognition Mass  
Thank you for the time 
you give and the work 
you do in the service  

of others.  
Please join us for  

Mass on   
Wednesday 22 May at 

4.00pm  
in St Agnes’ Church. 

Mass will be followed 
by light refreshments. If attending please 
call Parish Administration on 6588 7444. 

This Mass will replace the usual  
5.15pm Mass held on a Wednesday. 

mailto:dsmith@pac.stagnesparish.org.au
https://withyouforlife.org.au/


Journey into Catholic Faith 
Will continue on Wednesday 22 May. The topic for 
this week will be: 

Sacraments of Confession and Anointing  
Two of the seven sacraments are sacraments of 
healing, namely, Confession and Anointing of the 
sick.  Confession (or Penance or Reconciliation) is 
the sacrament by which we, repenting and 
confessing our sins, are absolved of sin through the 
ministry of a priest. It is the ordinary way we can be 
forgiven serious sins after Baptism. A regular or 
devotional celebration of it helps us form our 
conscience and strengthens us in resisting 
temptations. Anointing of the Sick is that sacrament 
by which sick persons, through anointing with oil 
and the prayer of the priest, receive grace for the 
salvation of their souls and possible bodily healing. 
It strengthens our souls and bodies in times of 
serious illness, and at the approach of death, to help 
us die in the state of grace.  

 
 

Journey Into the Catholic Faith  
for Teens 

Young people aged 13-18 years are invited to 
participate in this weekly program which 
incorporates the Rite into Christian Initiation of 
Children. It is designed particularly for those who 
wish to become members of the Catholic Church 
and for any teens who are seeking answers to faith 
questions or desiring a deeper understanding of the 
core beliefs of our faith. The program is held on 
Wednesdays from 3.45 - 5.15pm at the Youth Hub 
in Horton Street. Registration forms can be 
completed online at https://
forms.gle/58D1ydYGANcsTK328. Any enquiries 
please contact Vanessa Denham on 0447 992 986 
or email: vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

The Catholic Leader 
Available from the Parish Office on a Friday, or the 
Church and Chapels at weekend Masses. Cost 
$2.50. From 25 May the paper will no longer be 
available for sale over the weekend Masses. The 
paper will be available in regional areas by 
individual subscriptions of the paper delivered to 
homes or the digital edition delivered.  
 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                   From the Catechism… 

 
 

 
 
 

Recently Deceased: Rebecca Scully-Lancaster, 
Lyn Ross, Monica Doyle, Marjorie Reeves. 
Anniversaries: Vince Rinkin, Atilana Amigable, 
Kitty Gow, Bernadette Farrugia, Norma Williams,  
Ellen Quinn, Mary Kanaley, Sr Etienne, Ellen  
Cassidy, Francoise Cassegrain, Clare Cotter,  
Kathleen Lucas. 
Other Mass Intentions: Joanne Farrugia, Ray & 
Helen Horton, Norielle Ereneta, Cyril & Eileen  
Bennett, Hilton Dodds, deceased members of 
Lynch family, Mary Walklate, Beryl Thomas, Hazel 
Stephens, Marija Miller, donor intentions and 
masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Rosary and Adoration/Benediction  
During the month of May Rosary and Adoration/
Benediction will be held every Sunday in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church, Wauchope at 3.00pm. For 
more information contact the Wauchope Parish 
office on 6585 1464.  
 

Good Shepherd Appeal 
Thank you to those who donated to the Good 
Shepherd Appeal. Donations can be made until  
24 May.  

 

Praise and Worship  
Join us on Sunday, 19 May for Praise and Worship 
to be held in St Agnes’ Parish Hall from 2.30pm to 
4.30pm. Following Praise and Worship join us for  
5.00pm Family and Youth Mass.  
 
  

‘A Life Less Ordinary’ DVD 
The DVD ‘A Life Less Ordinary’, an overview of  

Fr Donnelly’s life, is available from the Parish  

Office and the MacKillop Centre. Cost is $7.50. 
 

Discalced Carmelite Nuns 

If you are discerning a vocation to the religious life 
and feel that God may be calling you to the      
contemplative life in Carmel, there are brochures 
available in the Church and chapel entrances. 
 

St Peter’s Maytime Markets 
Sunday 19 May  

Come and join in the fun of the Maytime Markets 
at St Peter’s Primary School, Ocean Drive from 
10.00am to 2.00pm. Fantastic raffle prizes & stalls.  
 

Caritas Australia 

Project Compassion 
Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s    
Project Compassion 2019 Lenten appeal. You can 
phone number 1800 024 413 or visit the website: 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion to donate. 
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‘Talking with a wise man is a 
great reward. Talking with a 

fool? A waste.’ 

‘Everything has its 
beauty but not 

everyone sees it.’ 

https://forms.gle/58D1ydYGANcsTK328
https://forms.gle/58D1ydYGANcsTK328


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Gae Green 
 Thelma McFarlane 
 Suzanne Savage 
 

7.30am: David Hogan 
 Joanne Hogan 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Cathy Hawtin 
 Narelle Panneman 
 Tess Koning 
 

5.00pm: Daniel Ward 
 Kate Field 

 Elise Smith 
 TJ Avery 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: Bell Family 

7.30am: K Farrawell & J Dean 
9.00am: K Cooper & Family 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Sue Kingston 
37 Church Street 
Port Macquarie 
Phone: 6584 9815 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Leisa Nardella & Amanda Howle 

Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Rudolf Szibrowski 
 Lisa Toomey 
 Peter Brooks 
 Vanessa Denham 
 
 

7.30am:  Elise Gardiner 
 Jennifer Crossing 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kay Farrawell 
 
 

9.00am: Gary Gallagher 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Judy Brady 
 Michelle Baird 
 
 

5.00pm: Bronwyn Shipton 
 Carol Briscoe 
 Peter Briscoe 
 Fran Liddy 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
6th Sunday of Easter Year C 
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Psalm 66 
Revelations 21:10-14, 22-23 
John 14:23-29 

ROSTERS 25-26 May 2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Small and insignificant as 
humans sometimes seem, 

they are nonetheless  
precious, transcendent  
saints-in-the-making. 

___________________________ 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 20 May 
St Bernardine of Siena 
 

Tuesday 21 May 
St Christopher of Magallanes  
& Companions 
 

Wednesday 23 May 
St Rita of Cascia 
 

Friday 24 May 
Our Lady Help of Christians, 
Patron of Australia 
 

Saturday 25 May 
St Bede the Venerable 
St Gregory VII 
St Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm, Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 2.15% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


