
15-16 June 2019 Year C 

Painting the Picture of God 
A teacher asked the Grade Threes to paint something 

of their own choosing. All the children got busy about 

their task. As the teacher walked around she noticed 

Johnnie was particularly focused. ‘What are you 

painting?’ ‘I’m painting God, Miss.’ ‘Well, that must be 

difficult because no-one knows what God looks like.’ 

To which Johnnie confidently replied, ‘But they will 

when I’m finished!!’ 

What if we human beings had the most sublime, most 

eminent person painting a picture of God for us? 

It is as though 2,000 years ago, the world was saying 

‘It is too difficult to describe God because no-one 

knows what God looks like.’ 

And then, like Johnnie in the Grade Three classroom, 

Jesus of Nazareth says: 

‘But they will when I’m finished!’ 

Throughout his ministry, before he uttered ‘It is 

finished’ when crucified, Jesus painted a picture of the 

most intimate communion of Divine Life between 

Himself, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. ‘The Father 

and I are one.’ He breathed on them the Holy Spirit. 

This is a relationship and yet the most perfect unity. 

This is difficult for us to grasp. Therefore we try to 

paint pictures. 

How do we ‘see’ God? Of course, we don’t take 

seriously the old man with a beard or the little white 

bird. 

The other monotheistic religions conceive of God as a 

single unflickering white light, like a fluorescent tube 

shining brightly through the mist. 

No, God is Divine pulsating shimmering light dancing in 

threefold exchange of love. In fact, the best name for 

God is ‘Being-in-Love’. 

What does this mean for us? 

We are baptised into this Triune Divine Life in the name 

(not names) of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Each time we bless ourselves, a bit of a Catholic 

routine, we are invoking the threefold exchange of 

love and calling its power into our life. Be careful, 

there will be consequences! You could become more 

God-like! 

How often have you heard: ‘You are made in the 

image and likeness of God.’ Jews and Muslims believe 

that too. But only because of the revelation through 

Jesus Christ do we know what that really means. 

If God is threefold Being-in-Love, and each one of us is 

to be an image and likeness of God, then you and I are 

made to live in relationship – not in solitary. 

We are totally on the wrong track if we think that the 

ultimate good is to be self-sufficient, autonomous. It 

will turn out to be a Hellish choice. 

If anyone is in Hell, he/she is there because he/she 

wants to be totally self-sufficient, autonomous. 

No, if you and I are baptised into the life of God, you 

and I are to live as the image and likeness of God. 

When we live wholeheartedly in relationships of love, 

of as much self-giving as is possible, of as much  

unselfish-ness as is possible, we are closest to Divine 

Life. In fact, we are Divine Life pulsating into a 

particular time and place through us. 

My dear friends, that is why the feast of the Trinity is 

such a great Feast. 

Other religions have prophets and gurus – Moses, 

Mohammed – to varying degrees trying to respond to 

glimpses of the Divine. They, like Johnnie, have tried 

to paint a picture of the Divine, and of our relationship 

to Divine Being. 

It was only Jesus of Nazareth who revealed perfectly 

the threefold dynamism of Divinity – Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit – and who invites us to share in that 

imaging of the Divine Dynamism. 

What an invitation! Let us now prayerfully celebrate 

that invitation every time we sign ourselves: 

‘In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.’ 

© Fr Michael Tate 

                OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                     OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Most Holy Trinity  

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Mass of Remembrance for 

Monica Doyle 

Parishioners are warmly invited to celebrate Mass in 
special memory of Catholic Women’s League past 
President Monica Doyle who departed this life on  

1 April, 2019.  Mass will be held at 
St Francis of Assisi Chapel on 
Wednesday 26 June at 9.30am and 
all are most welcome to attend. 

 
 

 

 

Baptism Information Evening 
The next Baptism Information  

Evening will be held on Thursday,  

27 June at 6.00pm in St Agnes’  

Parish Hall.. Please note the change 
of location from the usual venue of  

St Agnes’ Church.  

Any questions please contact the  

Parish Office on 6583 1024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Women’s League 
The Catholic Women’s League next monthly meeting 
will be on Friday the 21st June at 1.30pm at the John 
Worner Center . New members and visitors are most 
welcome . For more information please contact Irene 
on 0407245437 or Helen on 65835319. 

Filipino Mass 
The next Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday 23 
June at 11.30am in St Agnes’ Church.  All are  
welcome to come to this Mass. 
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First Holy Communion 
Communion candidates and their families will be 
celebrating the Sacrament of First Holy Communion at 
6.00pm this week on : 
 

Tuesday, 18 June, 
St Agnes’ Primary students & other schools.  

No 5.15pm weekday Mass 
 

Wednesday, 19 June, 
St Peter’s Primary students.   
No 5.15pm weekday Mass 

 

Thursday, 20 June. 
St Joseph’s Primary students. 

 
We have been so fortunate to be sharing in the 
wonderful journey of these children and we really 
appreciate the ongoing support of parishioners. 
Parishioners are welcome to attend First Communion 
Masses. 
 

Parish Planned Giving 

The 2018-19 planned giving year ends 
on 30 June and receipts will be posted to 
you in early July.  

Thank you to all those who have updated 
contacts or personal details.  Planned 
Giving envelopes for the coming financial 
year will be available for collection after 
next weekend Masses. 

 

Did you know? 
St Agnes’ Church “handsome bell of excellent 

tone” was “baptised” on 10th April, 1932 by 
Bishop John Carroll.  Our bell is named    

“Maria-Agnes” in the tradition of naming church 
bells and was a gift to the parish from            
Father A M Fillodeau, Parish Priest           

(1917 - 1936).   

What is the CWL? 
The CWL is a voluntary, caring group concerned with 
Christian living, in particular, the protection and  
support of the Christian family. This organisation 
unites women of all ages at Parish, Diocesan, State 
and National levels to meet the challenges of the  
present and future. Members are active in the social 
and spiritual life of the Parish.  



 

Adult Faith Formation Opportunity 

We believe that everyone should 
have the chance to explore their 
faith, ask questions and share their 
point of view.   
Alpha offers the opportunity to do 
just that – in an informal, friendly 
and open environment.  
Some people who attend Alpha may be already part 
of a Christian Community, some may be sceptical, 
others may have lost their faith and others may be 
new to the Christian Faith. Alpha is for everyone, a 
journey for all.  It is about the BIG questions in life! 
Alpha is a series of sessions and conversations 
exploring the Christian Faith and can journey into 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

Interested and want to know more?  
 

Register your expression of interest by entering the 
following into your address bar 
https://forms.gle/BMcv5bQaeT6SjCxGA or 
contact the Presbytery Office. 
Feedback from previous participants.  
“We are really grateful that we had the opportunity 

to participate in the Alpha program. At first we 
weren’t really sure what it would be about or 

whether we could commit to finishing the 
course. However, we thoroughly enjoyed watching 
the first Alpha episode and we then looked forward 

to the session each week. The episodes were 
beautifully filmed and inspiring to watch. They 

deepened our understanding of the Christian faith, 
ourselves and the world around us. We highly 
recommend the Alpha course for everyone.” 

 

Wraps with Love 
Thank you to the knitters, sewers and for wool  

donations.  Last year 167 
finished wraps were sent away 
(that’s 4676 x 25cm squares!)  
We are again asking for 
donations of leftover 8ply yarn 
and knitters.  Squares or 
finished wraps can be left at the 
Parish Office or phone Helen 
on 6583 5391 or  Irene on  
6583 7430.   

 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                   From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
Recently Deceased: James Adamovich,        
Michael Donovan, John Smith, Leanne Rowan, 
Frederick Mullen. 
Anniversaries: John Hayward, John Ginman, 
Kath Graham, Marcelino Dela Merced, Lyn Binder, 
Herb Burgess, Yvonne Stevens, Keyna Campbell,  
Dan & Pat Quinn, Tony Starr, Frank Rowan,  
Margaret (Liz) Hopkins, Frank Rowan,  
Kevin Stephens, Mary Peoples, Lena Courtney, 
Petrus van de Pas. 
Other Mass Intentions: Marjorie Reeves,        
Ian Binder, deceased members of Peoples, Daly, 
O’Brien & Scott families, Cyril & Eileen Bennett, 
Beryl Thomas, Kevin Geaney, Marija Miller, donor 
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Parish Ministry Volunteer Forms 

Ministry Volunteer forms are available from the 
Presbytery Office and at the 
entrance to the Church and from 
the Chapels.  
 

If you currently volunteer in any 
capacity in the Parish we would 
appreciate you completing a 
form as well.  Completed forms 
can be returned to the  
Presbytery Office or placed on the collection plates 
at Mass.   
 

Remember, no matter where your talent or 
interests lie, no matter now much or how little time 
you can give, we become a stronger, more united 
faith community through your choice to be involved 
with the ministries of the Parish. 
 

Men’s Charismatic Retreat for the 
Lismore Diocese 

Join us to “Discover who I Am in Christ “ starting at 
9.00am on 13-14 July at Kyogle Catholic Church 
with accommodation at the local pub. 
Cost is $150 plus an evening meal in the pub.  
Retreat Facilitator is Martin Costigan (B Applied 
Sc. Grad Dip in Religious Ed. Author and Natural 
Health Practitioner)  For further information please  
contact Paul Murphy on 0400 752 072  or email 
paul@winsome.org.au   
 
 
 

 
 

Vinnies Winter Appeal 
Donations are still being collected for Vinnies  
Winter Appeal and can be placed in plain  
envelopes clearly marked ‘Vinnies Winter Appeal’ 
and placed on the weekend collection plates.  
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“The way we live our days 
is the way we live our 

lives.” 
Anne Dillard 

“The wish to pray is a 
prayer in itself.”  

Fr George Bernanos 

mailto:paul@winsome.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: George Searson 
 Gae Green 
 Suzanne Savage 
 

7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Damian Bennie 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Sandra Hartas 
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Joan Lancaster 
 

5.00pm: Andrea Gutierrez-Valverde 

 TJ Avery 
 Mary Shelley 

  Olivia Gahan 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: K Farrawell & J Dean 
9.00am: S Hartas 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Grace Ryan 
2/16 Munster Street 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6584 0609 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Geoff Leary 
Kim Post 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Peter Brooks 
 Sue Williams 
 Des Grissell 
 Barry Johnson 
 
 

7.30am:  David Hogan 
 Geoff Leary 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 
 

9.00am: Michelle Baird 
 Judy Brady 
 Denise Smith 
 Pat Daley 
 
 

5.00pm: Tina Madden 
 Timo Gobius 
 Marg Gobius 
 Bronwyn Shipton 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
The Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ Year C 
Genesis 14:18-20 
Psalm 109 
I Corinthians 11:23-26 
Luke 9:11-17 

ROSTERS 22-23 June 2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What lies behind us and what 
lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within 

us. 
 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 

___________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 
 

Wednesday 19 June 
St Romuald 

 
Friday 21 June 

St Aloysius Gonzaga 
 

Saturday 22 June 
St John Fisher 

St Thomas More 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.90% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


