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The need to just do it 
 

I have a friend who recently turned 70. At her birthday 

party, she told her gathered friends and family 

something of the values and principles that had 

governed her life. One of these principles was a 

constant exhortation, a moto she would recite when 

she was forced to negotiate with the many challenges 

that life presented. It was a moto that she shared with 

a well-known athletic shoe company – Just Do It! 

Whenever my friend was confronted by a distasteful 

task at work or an unavoidable confrontation with a co

-worker, she would tell herself “Just do it!” and face 

the problem. When 

serious ill health visited 

her in her fifties, she 

faced the ordeal of 

invasive treatment 

with the same 

invocation, “Just do 

it!” And even when 

family decided to plan 

a big 70th birthday, she 

related to us that, 

despite her misgivings, 

she embraced the 

occasion by telling herself “Just do it!” 

In today’s gospel, Luke tells us that Jesus at an 

important turning point in his ministry “resolutely took 

the road to Jerusalem” or as the original Greek has it, 

“[Jesus] set his face for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).  

We cannot know how much Jesus knew of his coming 

mission in Jerusalem; what his expectations were; or 

what he thought might be the outcome. Did Jesus 

suspect what we know, that his mission in Jerusalem 

would end in his arrest, trial and death?  

 

 

The story that Luke tells about Jesus up until this 

point is one that is characterised by conflict and  

confrontation. Jesus must have known that taking his 

revolutionary message to the heart of the Jewish 

nation and the site of the Roman Imperial 

headquarters, would only escalate the controversy 

surrounding him. But he was resolved to “Just do it!” 

Luke hints that Jesus’ final, fateful journey to 

Jerusalem will not ultimately end in defeat, but rather 

in Jesus being “taken up” into heaven and exalted. 

Jesus’ “path to life” would lead down into the very 

depths of despair and even death.  

This is the paradox that lies at the heart of human 

existence. Often, we are 

the victim of circumstances 

beyond our control. There 

is a certain fateful 

inevitability to events that 

befall us in our everyday 

lives and test our resolve.  

And, yet, we do have the 

“freedom” of which Paul 

speaks in today’s second 

reading to imitate Jesus 

and “set our faces” to 

these challenges with love, 

tolerance, and hope.  

Responding to disaster and disappointment with such 

a positive ‘just-do-it’ attitude would seem meaningless 

if it were not for the promise of the gospel. As Paul 

writes elsewhere, “For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life … nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor any other creature will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38

-39). 

Ian J Elmer 

© Redemptorists 2019 

                OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                     OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Parish Planned Giving 

The 2018-19 planned giving year ends this weekend,  
30 June, and receipts will be posted to you in early 
July.  If you haven’t yet collected your 2019/2020 
envelopes from the Parish Office, can you please 
do so as soon as possible. 

 

“Whoever sings well,  
prays twice over” 

Singing during Mass and other 
liturgies is a way of developing 
a living personal relationship 
with God by lifting our minds 
and ears to Him through this 
form of prayer.  My role as the      
Music Co-ordinator in St Agnes’  
Parish is to enhance our        
liturgical celebrations through 
the use of music as prayer.  To this end I am looking for 
more people to join the beautiful musicians and singers 
who currently make up our music ministry team.  Every-
one is welcome, so please consider this as an                
opportunity make a difference in our Parish.                  
Jenni Searson, Music  Co-ordinator, 0438 522 854 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

Adult Faith Formation Opportunity 

We believe that everyone should have the chance to 
explore their faith, ask questions and 
share their point of view.  Alpha offers the 
opportunity to do just that – in an informal, 
friendly and open environment.  Alpha is a 
series of sessions and conversations 
exploring the Christian Faith and can 
journey into the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. 
Interested and want to know more? Register your 
expression of interest by entering the following into your 
address bar  
https://forms.gle/BMcv5bQaeT6SjCxGA or contact 
the Presbytery Office. 
 

Blankets Needed 
Donations of blankets and waterproof ground covers are 
needed for homeless youth in the local community. If 
you are able to assist with providing these items please 
drop by the Youth Hub at 140 Horton St or phone 
Michael on 0408 258 398. 
 

First Holy Communion Thank you 
Thank you to everyone involved with the organisation 
and preparation of the First Holy Communion 
candidates and the Masses last week.  Special thanks is 
extended to Peta Rourke for the wonderful job she does 
in liaising and organising all aspects of this beautiful 
Sacramental celebration for our St Agnes’ Parish family. 
 

St Francis of Assisi Morning Tea 

Parishioners who attend 9.30am Sunday Mass at St 
Francis of Assisi Chapel are invited to stay after Mass 
on Sunday 7th July for a cuppa and a chat. 

 

St Agnes’ Uniform Store Stocktake 
The Uniform Store will be closed for annual stocktake 
from Monday 8th July reopening on Monday 15th July. 
 

No looking back… 
‘Once the hand is laid on 
the plough, no one who 
looks back is fit for the  
kingdom of God.’  This  
seemingly uncompromising 
position by Jesus is a call to 
set our eyes clearly on the 
establishment of the King-
dom.  If we look back—if we have doubts and want 
to  return to the world of comfort and injustice—
then we are not yet ready for the difficulties of 
bringing about the Kingdom of God. It reminds us 
that although God invites us all to enter into the 
Kingdom, we have to make ourselves ready in our 
own hearts and minds to want to be part of the 
Kingdom.  © Greg Sunter, Liturgyhelp 

The Rebuking of Murderous Apostles 

Jews and Samaritans were of 
a different ethnic mix and 
were religious  adversaries – a 
volatile mix. It was not        
surprising that Samaritans 
refused Jesus entry to their 
villages ‘because’ he was   
making for Jerusalem’, the 
Jewish centre of worship. 

What is surprising is that after several years with   
Jesus, James and John had not absorbed his teaching 
and practice of non-violence in dealing with enemies. 
They wanted to annihilate those they considered to 
be heretics. We are told that Jesus immediately 
‘turned and rebuked them’. 

How many times must the Risen Lord have ‘turned 
and rebuked’ Christians for their murderous dealing 
with religious adversaries over the centuries? How 
often, in our own time, is He rebuking those seeking 
to wipe out those of ‘heretical’ views, either outside 
or within their own religious tradition? How must He 
be weeping at the genocidal carnage being wreaked 
on his own disciples, and those of other faiths, in the 
religious terror of the Middle East? 

We might pause for a moment to seek forgiveness 
for the times we have wished a personal or larger-
scale enemy to be done away with – lest the rebuke 
of the Prince of Peace ring in our self-righteous ears. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 



Catholic Life Magazine 
The Lismore Diocese quarterly publication ‘Catholic 
Life’ is out now.  In addition to the regular features, 
the replacement of the 80 year old roof and 
belltower concrete crosses with those of marine 
grade stainless steel on St Agnes’ Church is 
featured. Extra copies can be collected from the 
Parish Office. 

 
Care & Concern Group 

St Agnes’ Care and Concern Group will be holding 
their next meeting 2.00pm on Tuesday, 2nd July in 
the Presbytery Boardroom. 

 
Parish Ministry Volunteer Forms 

Ministry Volunteer forms are 
available from the Presbytery 
Office and at the entrance to 
the Church and from the 
Chapels.  
If you currently volunteer in 
any capacity in the Parish we 
would appreciate you 
completing a form as well.  
Completed forms can be returned to the Presbytery 
Office or placed on the collection plates at Mass.   

 
Vinnies Winter Appeal 

Donations are still being collected for Vinnies  
Winter Appeal and can be placed in plain  
envelopes clearly marked ‘Vinnies Winter Appeal’ 
and placed on the weekend collection plates.  

 
Message from Fr Roland 

“Everything is going well here in Washington - I am 
well and I am enjoying my studies. It’s summer here 
now and I don’t have any summer courses - just 
doing studies on my own for my research paper and 
in preparation for next semester. Please convey my 
regards to everyone in the parish.”  
God bless, Fr Roland 

 
From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                   From the Catechism… 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Harry Cahill, Brien Haddon 
Warren Francis, Patrick Kerr, Tony Nash,  
Kenneth Mahoney. 
Anniversaries: Kevin Chuck, Nance & Tom 
Mockford, Harry Robertson, Sandra Walpert,     
Hilton Dodds, Madge Lindsay, John Cain,          
Allen Woods, Andrew Turnham. 
Other Mass Intentions: Eunice Navin, Cyril &  
Eileen Bennett, Beryl Thomas, abused women and 
children, Daphne DeZilva, Jack Lindsay, Molly & 
Robert Friggens, Kathleen Woods, William Brooks, 
John A & John P Woods, Marija Miller, donor    
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Angelus Prayer Group 
Angelus Prayer Group meets at 10.15am, Monday 
1st July at Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel,          
Wauchope.  For further information please contact 
M Cummins on 65 87 1259. 

 
Men’s Charismatic Retreat for the 

Lismore Diocese 
Join us to “Discover who I Am in Christ “ starting at 
9.00am on 13-14 July at Kyogle Catholic Church 
with accommodation at the local pub. 
Cost is $150 plus an evening meal in the pub.  
Retreat For further information please  contact 
Paul Murphy on 0400 752 072  or email 
paul@winsome.org.au   

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

“Love God, serve God, 
everything is in 

that.” 
St. Clare of Assisi 

“Do not be afraid,  
open wide the doors to 

Christ.” 
Ven. John Paul II 

Did you know? 
Mass and other services were first celebrated in 

Port Macquarie in a building formerly used as a 

lockup by the military outside the convict gaol 

until the first St Agnes’ Church was built in 1878. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is the first St Agnes’ Church, built in 

1878 . It  was demolished in 1940 to build our       

present St Agnes’ Church. 

mailto:paul@winsome.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Wayne Evans 
 Margaret Swan 
 Kym Condon 
 

7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Jim O’Brien 
 

9.00am: Beth Flynn 
 Hemali Robert 
 Judy Brady 
 

5.00pm: Elise Smith 

 Carla Mascarenhas 
 Suzanne Savage 

   

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof & 
 B Kenny  
7.30am: S Bale & P Mullin 
9.00am: L Fuller & J Howle 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Mrs Zilla Tonks 
2 Macquarie Place 
Port Macquarie 
Ph 6583 4713 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
There will be no children’s liturgy 
during school holidays 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Vanessa Denham 
 Jodie Rich 
 Maureen Dick 
 Joy Amos 
 
 

7.30am:  Jennifer Crossing 
 Beverly Arthur-Pfeil 
 Wendy Pfeil 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 
 

9.00am: Phoebe Morris 
 Cathy Stevenson 
 Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 
 

5.00pm: Lisa Sleeman 
 Cath Freeman 
 Jim Dempsey 
 Tim McCosker 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
14 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
Psalm 65 
Galations 6:14-18 
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

ROSTERS 6-7 July 2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Happiness is letting go of    
what you think your life is  
 supposed to look like and  
celebrating it for everything 

that it is. 
 

Mandy Hale 

___________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Wednesday 3 July 
St Thomas  

 
Thursday 4 July 

St Elizabeth of Portugal 
 

Friday 5 July 
St Anthony Zaccaria 

 
Saturday 6 July 
St Maria Goretti 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.90% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


