
24-25 August 2019 Year C 

Snapshot Report: How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is: 

Humble, Healing and Merciful 

As we move into this second stage of the Plenary Council Journey, we continue to seek the wisdom of 

the Holy Spirit. 

This National Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a deep and 

faith-filled trust in God and a need for lament and healing within the Church, acknowledging the sexual abuse 

crisis as a turning point for the Church in Australia. It identified the need for relationship and reconciliation among 

many within the Catholic community, and with the wider Australian society, particularly with Australia’s First 

Peoples and with all of creation. A desire was expressed for stronger prayer and sacramental life and more 

effective outreach to those who seek healing, as a renewed openness to and sign of God’s mercy  

Topics: what did people talk about?  

People spoke about a number of different topics in PHASE 1: LISTENING & DIALOGUE.  Below are some of the 

topics that informed this particular theme, which was created through a combination of analysis, discernment 

and prayer.  

• Allow contraception, birth control • Baby Boomer generation to listen to young Catholics • Be a 

witness in society • Better communication of what the Church does • Better homilies • Better 

implementation of Royal Commission recommendations • Better training and support for youth 

leaders • Call to repentance for clergy sexual abuse • Care for neighbour • Care for the environment • 

Care for the family • Defend right-to-life issues • End clericalism • End discrimination of LGBTQ • 

Establish more youth programs • Fight for human rights issues • Focus on the new evangelisation • 

Greater access to Mass and Reconciliation • Greater concern for victims and survivors • Greater 

connection with and inclusion of Indigenous Australians• Greater emphasis on prayer and sacraments • 

Greater focus on Jesus Christ • Greater focus on the Word of God • Greater leadership from bishops • 

Greater leadership from priests • Greater recognition of Eastern Catholic Churches • Greater trust, faith 

and hope in God • Heal and move beyond the clergy sexual abuse scandal • Healing liturgies and public 

signs or acts of reparation for clergy sexual abuse • Inclusion of the divorced and remarried • Listen to 

one another more • Mass to be appealing to youth and children • More transparency and 

accountability regarding clergy sexual abuse • More welcoming parishes • New translation of the Mass 

(inclusive language) • Outreach to all the baptised • Outreach to the wider community • Outreach to 

youth • Reduce margins between rich and poor • Restore the Third Rite of Reconciliation • Special care 

of rural parishes • Stronger parish communities • Transparency in governance and decision making • 

Youth to be involved more in Church community. 

Further information is available on the Plenary Council website: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/reports  

 
                OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

                     OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Celebrating the Feast of St Agnes 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 Did you know…. 

It’s NOT Just About Migrants 
The Catholic Community in Australia observes       
Migrant and Refugee Week on the last Sunday in  
August. We are invited to reflect on and celebrate the 
life and story of all those “who came across the sea”. 
Migrants have graced this land, already inhabited by 
indigenous community, with their sacrifices, hard work 
and love. The inspiration is from Pope Francis’     
message for the 105th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees: “It Is Not Just About Migrants”. What is it 
about then? It is also about our fears and our hopes. 
Is also about who we are and who we want to        
become. It is about what kind of society and church 
we want to create. Growing numbers of undocument-
ed immigrants who are looking for a better future are 
moving across sea and land borders to work and   
reside in richer and safer countries. Mass migration 
is, of course, not a new phenomenon, but it continues 
to challenge us both morally and politically. I would 
like to mention two of these reasons: It questions us 
politically because it involves crossing borders       
between different nation-states and therefore it      
involves the re-negotiation of the fundamental political 
and legal status of the individuals concerned. It   
questions us morally because current immigration 
policies adopted by all nation-states favour the needs 
of the strong and economically productive, over the 
weak and vulnerable (we could include children, 
those who are sick and the elderly…). The reality   
today is that we have closed borders with tight       
immigration controls and seen in large-scale          
deportation of so-called illegal immigrants in the hope 
that this will deter further migration. At the heart of the 
question lies the narrative of national borders: can we 
offer a Christian narrative to the predominantly       
political one? In other words: can we Christians offer 
an acceptable and realistic alternative way to shape a 
response to mass migration without being unreasona-
ble? In his message the Holy Father argues in favour 
of a Christian narrative: one that looks within us with 
honesty and integrity and makes fundamental    
choices.  

Australian Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office. 
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Feast of St Agnes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is an excerpt from Fr Donnelly’s message to    
parishioners on St Agnes’ Feast Day, 5 August, 1990.  
His message is still relevant for us today. 
 

‘Dear Parishioners 
 

I would like to make a couple of comments.  First of 
all, we all feel that the older people in our society 
have an obligation to the younger people to give a 
good example.  I think that sometimes we carry that 
to ridiculous lengths, so that we begin to take the 
attitude that we should lay no expectations on the 
young, and that any kind of irresponsible behaviour 
from them is acceptable. 
The life of St Agnes is a reminder to us the young  
also have their obligations, within their capacity, and 
that their youth is not a charter to engage in any 
kind of unbecoming conduct, and that youth is no 
bar to authentic Christian commitment.  In St Agnes 
we have a case of the young giving a sterling          
example to the old. 
Just one more point.  We are unlikely to be called to 
martyrdom, but we are certainly all called to self-
sacrifice.  The way of the Cross is still the way for 
Christ’s followers.  Ask yourself today if you are a 
worthy associate of those wonderful martyrs like    
St Agnes, in that you are generously willing to make 
real sacrifices in the following of Christ.  
 
LF Donnelly’   
(Parish Priest, St Agnes’ Parish, 1970 – 2018). 

The beautiful stained glass window 
behind the sanctuary depicts             
St Agnes, our Parish Patroness.  
She is traditionally shown holding a 
lamb, evoking her name which   
resembles the Latin word for lamb 
(agnus).  In the window the lamb 
shyly peeks around St Agnes’ robe. 
The Agnes window was generously 
donated to our church by the     
descendants of Peter and Mary 
Cavanagh of Rawdon Island who 
were great benefactors and        
supporters of the Catholic Church 
in the Hastings Valley. 



Wraps with Love Morning Tea 
The Catholic Women’s League will be hosting a 
Morning Tea to say THANK YOU to all who have 
donated wool, knitted or crocheted squares or 
finished wraps.  Please join us at 10.00am on Friday 
30 August at the Tenison Woods Centre, Lochinvar 
Place.  Please contact Helen 6583 5391 or Irene 
0407 245 437 for any inquires.   
 

Father’s Day Collection 
Next weekend is the annual Father’s Day collection 
for sick and retired priests of the Lismore Diocese. 
Parishioners will be invited to take an envelope and 
donations can be made over the coming weeks. 
Envelopes can be placed on the collection plates. 

 

Young Adult’s Formation Sessions 
The next session of Bishop Gregory Homeming’s 
faith formation talks for young adults (18-30 years) 
will be held on Monday, 26 August in the PAC 
boardroom. We will gather at 5.00pm for a 
discussion and light refreshments, with the session 
concluding at 7.00pm. To register an expression of 
interest, or for further enquiries please contact 
Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or email 
vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Each Sunday during the school term at the 5.00pm 
Youth and Family Mass, 4-12 year olds are invited 
to join us for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Prayer 
and activities based around the Gospel of the day 
are led by our adult volunteers. For all other Masses 
there are boxes near the side entrances and the 
Pieta containing special kits for children to borrow 
and activity sheets to complete during Mass or to 
take home. 
 

Vinnies Winter Appeal 
Thank you to all  parishioners who 
donated to the annual Vinnies Winter 
Appeal. The total amount raised this 
year was $5,162.70! An amazing 
amount! 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…               From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Recently Deceased:       
Eileen Thornton, Reg Player, Gwen O’Connor,  
Peter Carrington, Mary O’Toole, Clive Duncan, 
Ron Jenkins, Leoncia Alindayo, Salma Quijano, 
Ray Fleming, Betty Hammond, Margaret Merrill. 
Anniversaries:  Frances Duff, Mary Duff, John 
O’Connor, Neil McCartney, Margaret Neilsen,  
Gordon Haldane, Pat & Mary Bennett, Shiela 
Moon.  
Other Mass Intentions: Members of Nightingale 
& Binder families, Alicia Round, Betty Burns, Cyril 
& Eileen Bennett, Phyllis Dunn, Edward Dunn,  
Julia O’Brien, Edward O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, 
Phil Moore, Trixie Davidson, Florence Shergold, 
Florence Turner, Br Michael O’Connor, Beryl 
Thomas, deceased members of Dunn, O’Brien & 
Reilly families, Alicia Round, Marija Miller, donor 
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Baptism Information Evening 

Will be held on Thursday, 29 August at 6.00pm in 
St Agnes’ Church. Enquiries please contact the 
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 

 

Angelus Prayer Group  
The Angelus Prayer Group will be meeting on 
Monday, 26 August at 10.00am at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church in Wauchope.  For further  
information contact Maryanne on 6587 1259. 

 

Confirmation 
The Parish Sacramental Team will be running a 
program in Term 3 for all children in Year 2 or 
above, who currently do not attend a Catholic 
school and are wishing to be Confirmed. To obtain 
your registration form and further details regarding 
the program, please contact Simone Tydd on the 
email address below by Wednesday 28 August. 
Email: sacramentalprogram@gmail.com  

 

Fr Donnelly Requiem Mass Video 
Father Donnelly’s Requiem Mass is available to 
view on the St Agnes’ Parish video channel called 
“With you for Life” (WU4L). The website address is 
www.withyouforlife.org.au. It is a central point 
where you can watch many parish videos to see 
how we provide service to the community. You are 
able to view, comment and share all of the videos 
on WU4L and you will be kept up to date as new 
videos are added to the website. 

 

Congratulations 
Monsignor Graham Schmitzer, who is parish priest 
of Unanderra Parish, celebrated his golden jubilee 
of Priesthood on Friday, 23 August. Graham was a 
local Port Macquarie boy who attended St Joseph 
Primary School in Hay Street. We ask you to keep 
him in your prayers. Ad ultos annos. 
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‘Faith is like a bright ray 
of sunlight. It enables 

us to see God in all 
things as well as all 

things in God.’ 
St. Francis de Sales  

‘Christ has made my soul 
beautiful with the jewels of 
grace and virtue. I belong 

to him whom the  
angels serve.’  

St Agnes 

mailto:vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au
http://www.withyouforlife.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Thelma McFarlane 
 Jodie Rich 
 Robert Green 
 

7.30am: Gae Arnold 
 Sonia West 
 Jim O’Brien 
 

9.00am: Cathy Hawtin 
 Wendy Schumann 
 Ann Thurgate 
 

5.00pm: Andrea Gutierrez-Valverde 

 St Peter’s Primary 
 Miah Redfern 
 TJ Avery 
 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof &  
 B Kenny 
7.30am: S Bale & P Mullin 
9.00am: S Hartas 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Sue Kingston 
Ph 6584 9815 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Geoff Leary 
Kim Post 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Lisa Toomey 
 Rudolf Szibrowski 
 Gae Green 
 Barry Johnson 
 
 

7.30am:  Pat McLoughlin 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Kevin Lewis 
 Greg Grace 
 
 

9.00am: Cathy Stevenson 
 Tess Koning 
 Gary Gallagher 
 Sandra Hartas 
 
 

5.00pm: Karen Robson 
 Timo Gobius 
 Marg Gobius 
 Ginaya Yarnold 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 
Psalm 67 
Hebrew 12:18-19, 22-24 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

ROSTERS 31 Aug - 1 Sept 2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The things you do for  

yourself are gone when you  
are gone but the things you  
do for others remain as your 

legacy. 
 

Kalu Ndukwe Kalu 
 

 
___________________________ 

 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 
 

Tuesday 27 August 
St Monica 

 

Wednesday 28 August 
St Augustine 

 

Thursday 29 August 
The Passion of St John  

the Baptist 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


