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Sinners and Archery 
 
These little parables were told by Jesus in answer to the 
complaint of the Pharisees that he ‘welcomes sinners 
and eats meals with them’. Let’s face it, it was a radical 
thing for Jesus to act this way. After all, sinners should 
be shunned, for fear of contamination. 
 

Jesus simply answers that, as with a lost sheep with a 
shepherd, or a lost coin for a housewife, sinners are 
precious to him and worth seeking out. 
 

Who are the ones he seeks out? 
‘Sinners’. Who are sinners? 
 

If we think of sinners as those who 
deliberately break some moral rule then 
we are not really on Jesus’ wavelength. 
Of course, one way of looking at sin and 
sinners is to look at the rules. 
 

I was a member of the Parole Board for 
some years and I dealt with prisoners 
convicted of breaking the rules of the 
Criminal Code, and I lecture on violations 
of the rules of warfare, such as the 
deliberate massacre of innocent civilians 
to advance some military cause. 
 

Yes, some sinners are rather easily able to 
be seen in the rule-breaking stereotype. 
It seems to be deep in the Christian psyche that one’s 
moral status is determined by whether one keeps the 
rules or breaks the rules. But that is not how Jesus 
thought. 
 

The word used for sin in the Gospels is ‘hamartia’. 
It comes from the world of archery and refers to an 
arrow falling short of the mark, an arrow which flies off 
target. 
 

The target for human beings is sharing in the life of God, 
ultimately with our transformed bodies pulsing with 
divine life and energy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We might call that the long range target. But we are 
constantly presented with nearer-range targets such as 
opportunities for generosity, compassion, acts of 
justice, unselfish love, courage in the face of adversity. 
 

The centre, the bulls-eye, of such close range targets is 
perfectly aligned with the centre of the long-range 
target, so that in centring on what is immediately 
presented to us we are in fact centring on the ultimate 
target. 
 

Most of us, a fair bit of the time when 
presented with a real-life situation, fall 
short of the mark. We shoot astray. We 
are off-target. 
 

This is usually through negligence, 
laziness, failing to discipline or train 
ourselves. 
 

But, occasionally, we can deliberately and 
maliciously fire the arrow into the 
ground. This is deliberate mortal sin 
which can destroy our relationship with 
God and we need the forgiveness and 
hospitality of God to encourage us to aim 
better. 
 

That is why the Jesus of the Gospels 
invited people who were sinners to share 
in a meal with Him. He wanted them to 

be close to Him so that he could encourage them to 
become the archers they were are able to be. 
 

He still issues that invitation. He invites us to share in 
the Mass which has many dimensions, but one of which 
is clearly a sacred meal in which He shares His presence 
under the appearance of bread and wine. 
 

Another aspect is to realise that the Mass is a re-
enactment of Jesus Christ’s expert drawing of the bow, 
letting fly and perfectly hitting the mark in his life, 
death, resurrection and ascension to heavenly glory. 
Each Mass brings us closer to that target of heavenly 
glory.  

 © Fr Michael Tate; Liturgy Help mtate@bigpond.com 

                 OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

                     OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Year 12 Legal Justice 

A reminder that MacKillop College Year 12 Legal  
Justice group will be hosting  hospitality at both the 
9.00am and 5.00pm Masses this weekend. They will 
also be fundraising for their domestic violence cause. 
Thank you. 

 

Christian Meditation 
Is held on Wednesday in St Francis of Assisi Chapel 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. This is open invitation to all 
our parishioners. For more information contact Simon 
on 0412 236 977. 

 

Coeliac Hosts 
Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners. Prior to 
Mass beginning please go to the Sacristy and see the 
sacristan. Then sit towards the front of the Church. If 
you attend one of the Chapels see the Chapel  
sacristan who will assist you. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Each Sunday during the school term at the 5.00pm 
Youth and Family Mass, 4-12 year olds are invited to 
join us for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Prayer and 
activities based around the Gospel of the day are led 
by our adult volunteers. For all other Masses there 
are boxes near the side entrances and the Pieta  
containing special kits for children to borrow and  
activity sheets to complete during Mass or to take 
home. 
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Gospel Reflection for Young People  
The woman searching for the lost coin is an image of 
God – the One who loves us, sees us as precious, knows 
we are lost, and searches for us until we are found. 

When have you felt ‘lost’? When have you felt far away 
from God? Do you feel that way now? If so, what is it 
like? How does it affect your life? If not, what happened 
to bring you back to God? 

The woman searching for the lost coin can also be an 
image of us – one who sees a friend who is in trouble, or 
lost, who knows that the friend is precious, and who 
goes after that friend in the hope of being supportive 
until that friend can come around. 

When have you been that kind of support for a friend or 
a family member? What happened? 

The woman searching for the lost coin can also be an 
image of a friend or parent searching for us when we 
are in a ‘lost’ period of our life. 

Lots of problems can bring us down so that we become 
depressed; develop unhealthy attitudes, behaviours or 
addictions; and start to mess up our life. 

When have you needed some kind of special help or 
support during a ‘lost’ time in your life? When you were 
the lost coin? Who searched high and low looking for 
you, trying to bring you back? 

The woman in the parable looked diligently until she 
found that lost coin. 

If you had ten silver pieces and one was missing, how 
much time would you spend looking for that one piece? 

What was the most valuable item you have ever lost? 
How long did you search for it? Did you ever find it? 
What did you do to celebrate? 

  Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart, Liturgy Help 
 

From the Parish Archive…. 
 

This magnificent replica cake depicting St Agnes’ 
Church was the centerpiece for the Celebration 
Banquet held in the Oxley Theatre after the  
opening of the “new”   St Agnes’ Church on  
2 March, 1941.   
 
Mrs Glad Lyne, parishioner and dairy farmer from 
Rawdon Island was 
the creator of this  
magnificent cake. 
 
The menu for the 
banquet included 
oysters in the shell, 
olives, cold meats 
of roast turkey, 
roast chicken, roast 
pork and York ham, 
salads and sweets 
such as fruit salad, 
sherry trifle, jelly, 
nuts and muscatels. 
 

We congratulate and welcome  
Nicole Shedden-Ridley and Ella Ippaviz  

who were Baptised, Confirmed and  
Received the Eucharist  

for the first time this weekend.  
Please join with us in praying for  
Nicole and Ella as they continue  

to grow in their love of God  
throughout their journey of faith. 



Prayer Sponsors for 
HSC Students 

What is a prayer sponsor? 
A prayer sponsor is someone who prays for another 
person with a specific intention in mind and at  
specific times. Knowing that someone is praying for 
you at a difficult time is a source of great strength 
and consolation. 
Parishioners are invited to be prayer sponsors.   
If you are interested in being a Prayer Sponsor for a 
Year 12 student from a St Agnes’ Parish Secondary 
School, please phone one of the schools below  
during office hours before 27 September and leave 
your name and details at the office:  
MacKillop College    6583 2632 
St Joseph’s Regional College  5525 4100 
Newman Senior Technical College  6580 3800 
Details (student name, exams times and prayers to 
be offered) will be sent to you before the HSC  
exams commence on Thursday 17 October. 

 

‘Unplanned’ Movie 
‘Unplanned’ is the inspiring, biographical true story 
of one woman’s journey of transformation. This 
movie is for mature audiences only. It handles, in a 
sensitive manner, the current issue of abortion. ‘No 
matter which side of the fence you’re on, no one will 
leave this film unmoved.’  
Tickets are $13.00 and can only be purchased 
online at: https://fan-force.com/screenings/
unplanned-laurieton-plaza-theatre/  
Ninety-four tickets must be sold in order for this 
movie to go ahead as scheduled so don’t delay!  
For information or for help purchasing tickets, 
please contact Kathy-Ann 0428281148 or Suzanne 
65848192. This  will be a special one off screening 
on Monday, 23 September at 6:30pm at the Plaza 
Theatre, Laurieton.  
 

A Life Less Ordinary’ DVD 

The DVD ‘A Life Less Ordinary’, an overview of  
Fr Donnelly’s life is available from the Presbytery 
Office and MacKillop Gift Shop (located in Horton 
Street). Cost is $7.50. 
 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…               From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Marge Morris, Susan   
Cosgrove, Peter Gallagher, Angelie Nieva, Fred 
Thompson, Margarita Molina, Ian Binder.  
Anniversaries:  Anne Gaul, Fr Eric Burton, 
Hernan Astete, Larry Speight. 
Other Mass Intentions: Rosario Relucia, John 
& Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas,  
Robert & Molly Friggens, John Haxell, Teresa 
Hickey, Jack Mooney,  Marija Miller, donor  
intentions and masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening this week ... 

Praise and Worship  
 Will be held on Sunday, 15 September. Meet  

at 2.30pm for a 3.00pm start in the St Agnes’ 
Parish hall. For more information contact  

 Suzanne on 6584 8192. 

Catholic Women’s League Meeting 

 The CWL will hold its monthly meeting on 
Friday, 20 September at 1.30pm in the John 
Worner Centre, located at Lourdes Village. 
New members and visitors are most  

 welcome. For more information contact 
 Helen 6583 5391 or Irene 0407 245 437. 
 

Parish Hospitality 
 The Catholic Women’s League will be  
 hosting our parish hospitality on Sunday,  
 22 September at 9.00am Mass. 
 Thank you to Regional College for hosting 

our parish hospitality after 5.00pm Mass last 
weekend.  

 

Father’s Day Collection 
Donation envelopes to the annual Father’s Day 
collection for sick and retired priests of the Lismore 
Diocese can still be placed on the weekend  
collection plates.  
Thank you again for your generosity. 
 

Family Groups 
The Passionist Family Group Movement seeks to 
enable members of our parish community -
schools, aged care and church communities - to 
get to know each other. To be involved in a family 
group, you don’t have to be church going. Many 
non-church members have found belonging to a 
family group is a great way of becoming involved 
in the faith life of their family. Family Groups  
provide a non-threatening environment for non-
church going partners and friends. Ideally, they are 
made up of 10-12 families, with a cross-section of 
ages. There is room for non-church attending 
spouses, one-parent families, single people,  
elderly and young, everyone 
is welcome to join, from 
grandparents to babies. For 
more information contact the 
Presbytery Office on  
6583 1024. 
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‘What must one do to be a 
good Christian? The  

answer is simple: we have to 
do, each in our own way, 

what Jesus says in the  
Beatitudes.’ Pope Francis 

‘Once we know we are 
all one, we are not  

going to bring pain to  
anyone else. It is then 
that the love of God 
overflows from us.’  

https://fan-force.com/screenings/unplanned-laurieton-plaza-theatre/
https://fan-force.com/screenings/unplanned-laurieton-plaza-theatre/


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Alan Weatland 
 Maureen Dick 
 Robert Green 
 

7.30am: David Hogan 
 Joanne Hogan 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Narelle Panneman 
 Trish Green 
 Joan Lancaster 
 

5.00pm: Daniel Ward 

 Sarah Jennings 
 Carla Mascarenhas 
 Suzanne Savage 
 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
For the Month of September:  
Genevieve Ruhl 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Kate de Bressac 
Eloise Toombs 

 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Lisa Toomey 
 Gae Green 
 Barry Johnson 
 Des Grissell 
 
 
 

7.30am:  Kevin Lewis 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 Geoff Leary 
 
 

9.00am: Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Tess Koning 
 Gary Gallagher 
 
 

5.00pm: Diane Hughes 
 Chris McCarron 
 Jacky McCarron 
 Leisa Fisher 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Amos 8:4-7 
Psalm 112:1-2,4-8 
1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Luke 16:1-13 

ROSTERS 21-22 September  2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“God never said that the journey 

would be easy, but He did say that 
the arrival would be worthwhile” –

Max Lucado 
___________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 16 September 
Sts Cornelia & Cyprian 

 
Tuesday 17 September 

St Robert Bellamine 
 

Thursday 19 September 
St Januarius 

 
Friday 20 September 

Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul 
Chong Ha-sang & Companions 

 
Saturday 21 September 

St Matthew, 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


