
31 August - 1 September 2019 Year C 

Snapshot Report: How is God calling us to be a Christ- centred Church that is: 

Prayerful and Eucharistic 

In this second stage of the Plenary Council Journey, we continue to seek the wisdom  of the  
Holy Spirit. 

 
Beginning in July 2019, we were invited to reflect on Scripture, Church teaching and our contemporary situation in 
order to discern the answer to this question: How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is prayerful 
and Eucharistic? The fruits of what is discerned during this time will help shape the agenda of the first session of 
the Plenary Council in October 2020.  
This National Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of the People of God who shared how deeply they 

treasured the Eucharist and the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church. There was a call for stronger and 

more engaging preaching, with an emphasis on the Word of God and connection to daily life, some seeking a 

uniquely Australian expression of prayer and Eucharistic celebration, drawing from the wisdom and rituals of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and also bringing together the many migrant communities which 

make up the Church in Australia. There were many divergent expressions of ways in which people and 

communities encounter God through their experiences of prayer, music and liturgy, and a desire for catechesis, 

training and formation for those in ministries related to these.  

The topics: that were talked about:  

People spoke about a number of different topics in PHASE 1: LISTENING & DIALOGUE.  Below are some of the 

topics that informed this particular theme, which was created through a combination of analysis, discernment 

and prayer.  

• Acknowledge Christ’s presence in the Eucharist • Affordable adult faith formation courses • Authentic faith 

teaching in Catholic schools • Better attention to all aspects of liturgy • Better communication of what the 

Church does • Better Faith formation • Better formation for liturgical ministries and sacramental programs • 

Better homilies • Charismatic spirituality • Church to act as a guide for Australian society • Contemplative 

spirituality • Cultural Masses • Eucharistic adoration • Greater attention to music in the liturgy • Greater 

emphasis on prayer and Sacraments • Greater focus on Jesus Christ • Greater focus on the Word of God • 

Greater involvement of the laity • Greater leadership from Bishops • Greater leadership from priests • Greater 

support for RCIA • Greater trust, faith and hope in God • Importance of Communion services in rural parishes • 

Keep the commandments • Keep the faith • Listen to the Holy Spirit • Mass to be appealing to youth and 

children • New translation of the Mass (inclusive language) • Pray the Rosary • Remain faithful to Church 

teaching • Remain faithful to Church teaching on marriage • Renewed call to holiness • Return to Traditional 

Latin Mass • Return to traditional pre-Vatican II ways  

Further information is available on the Plenary Council website: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/reports  

“When they were at table, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it and gave it to them. Their eyes were 

opened and they recognised him.” (Luke 24:30-31)  

                OUR VISION 
            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 

 
                     OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
                 by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Prayer Sponsors for 
HSC Students 

What is a prayer sponsor? 
A prayer sponsor is someone who prays for another 
person with a specific intention in mind and at specific 
times. Knowing that someone is praying for you at a 
difficult time is a source of great strength and  
consolation. 

The Scheme  
Year 12 students who wish to be sponsored in prayer 
are invited to submit their names and the times of 
their HSC exams.  A student is then allocated a  
sponsor who has volunteered to pray for them at this 
time.  Each sponsor will receive information with: 
 the name of the student 
 the prayer offered 
 the times of the student’s HSC exams 
Parishioners are invited to be prayer sponsors.   
If you are interested in being a Prayer Sponsor for a 
Year 12 student from a St Agnes’ Parish Secondary 
School, please phone during office hours in the next 
few weeks and leave your name and details at the 
office:  
MacKillop College    6583 2632 
St. Joseph’s Regional College  5525 4100 
Newman Senior Technical College  6580 3800 
Details (student name, exams times and prayers to 
be offered) will be sent to you before the HSC exams 
commence on Thursday 17 October. 
 

Father’s Day Collection 
This weekend is the annual Father’s Day collection 
for sick and retired priests of the Lismore Diocese. 
Parishioners are invited to take an envelope and  
donations can be made over the coming weeks.  
Envelopes can be placed on the collection plates. 
Thank you. 
 

Peter’s Pence  
collection  

Thank you to all who donated to 
the Peter’s Pence collection 
over the past weeks. The total 
amount raised was $1,655.85. 

 

Kathleen Briscoe Tuition Scholarship 
This scholarship is offered annually through the        
St Agnes’ Foundation. The Tuition scholarship assists 
children and families who would be challenged  
financially with the burden of tuition fees during their 
secondary schooling years. If you are interested in 
supporting this scholarship, funds are gratefully  
accepted as: 
 Lump sum payments 
 Regular contributions 
 Will bequests. 
If you would like more information contact Emma at 
Parish Administration on 6588 7444. Brochures are 
available from the Presbytery and Parish Offices. 
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Reflection 
The goodness of God is seen in the extravagant  
generosity with which God gives gifts. This is         
described in the psalm in the boundlessness and  
universal scope of God’s generosity. Like the rain 
that falls on the entire landscape, the blessings of 
God are showered on all. These blessings are true 
gifts. They have not been earned, nor can they be 
repaid. God’s openness is also seen in the reading 
from the Letter to the Hebrews and in the gospel. All 
are invited to approach the heavenly city; the      
heavenly banquet will be open to the poor and to 
those who have no way of repaying. Only the humble 
can receive the gifts of God. Only those who can   
admit their neediness are open enough to realise that 
God’s blessings are gifts freely given, not            
compensation for a job well done. Without a humble 
spirit we are unable to receive gifts as gifts. This is 
either because we are too proud or we do not know 
how to receive with the open hearts of children, who 
never think that they must return in kind. This is the 
kind of humility recommended by Sirach. This is the 
kind of humility possessed by the disadvantaged   
pictured in the gospel. As we have received from the 
bounty of God, so we are called to give to others.  
Only those who have received with a humble spirit 
can give with the generosity of God, for they know 
that they do not deserve God’s goodness and they do 
not require anything in return. 

 Diane Bergant CSA, Liturgy Help 

Father’s Day Prayer 
God our Father, through the intercession of 

St Joseph, the foster father of your Son,  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we give  
you thanks and praise for all  

fathers in the world. 
We pray for them so that they may find  

courage and perseverance to balance work, 
family and faith in joy and sacrifice. 

We remember fathers, grandfathers and 
great grandfathers who are no longer with 
us, but who live forever in our memory and 

nourish us with their love. Amen. 

Happy Father’s Day to all fathers and  
father figures in our lives. 



Leo’s Lane 

Parishioners will have noticed a new sign has been 
erected on the footpath between the Church and 
the Parish Hall. This footpath was a favourite 
walking spot for Fr D and his first dog, Sam and 
then Shannon, on their daily walks together. 
‘Leo’s Lane’ points you in the  direction of the   
Parish Administration, Donnelly House, Parish Hall 
and the Youth Hub. 
 

St Agnes’ Care & Concern 
Care & Concern Group will be holding its next  
meeting on Tuesday, 3 September at 2.00pm in the 
Presbytery Boardroom.  
 

Parish Hospitality 
Following 5.00pm Family and Youth 
Mass on Sunday, 8 September,  
St Joseph’s Regional College will be  
hosting our parish supper. Parishioners 
are invited to stay after Mass and enjoy 
a cuppa. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…               From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Margaret Earnshaw,  Lena  
Bayada, Michael de Groot, Martin Van der Linden,  
Barry Nash, Reg Player, Eileen Thornton, Ray 
Fleming. 
Anniversaries:  Des Kenny, Andrew Malycha, 
Mary Clark, Mary Jamieson, Edna Roach, John & 
Tina Connolly, Dulcie Oldfield, Frank McGinity, 
Beryl Thomas,  
Other Mass Intentions: Kathleen Woods, Susan 
Brooks, John A & John P Woods, Cyril & Eileen 
Bennett, Patricia Bennett, Phyllis Dunn, Edward 
Dunn,  Julia O’Brien, Edward O’Brien, Eileen  
Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie Davidson, Florence 
Shergold, Florence Turner, Sheila Moon, Francis 
Sweeney, Br Michael O’Connor, deceased  
members of Dunn, O’Brien & Reilly families, John 
& Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Robert & Molly 
Friggens, John Haxell, Teresa Hickey, Jack 
Mooney,  Marija Miller, donor intentions and  
masses of thanksgiving. 

Father’s Day Intentions: All fathers both living 
and deceased, Kevin Chuck, Allen Woods, William 
Brooks, Rusty Abel, Kevin Freeman. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Each Sunday during the school term at the 5.00pm 
Youth and Family Mass, 4-12 year olds are invited 
to join us for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Prayer 
and activities based around the Gospel of the day 
are led by our adult volunteers. For all other Mass-
es there are boxes near the side entrances and 
the Pieta containing special kits for children to bor-
row and activity sheets to complete during Mass or 
to take home. 
 

Fr Donnelly Requiem Mass Video 
Father Donnelly’s Requiem Mass is now available 
to view on the St Agnes’ Parish video channel 
called “With you for Life” (WU4L). The website ad-
dress is www.withyouforlife.org.au. 
It is a central point where you can watch many 
Parish videos to see how we provide service to the 
community. You are able to view, comment and 
share all of the videos on WU4L and you will be 
kept up to date as new videos are added to the 
website. 
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“Everyone who exalts 
himself will be  

humbled, and the man 
who humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 
Luke 14:1,7-14 

Reflection 
Jesus challenges his disciples to 
replace their self-interest with a 
more generous and outgoing 
desire to serve others. Open-
hearted response to 'the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the 
blind' has more value and     
requires more courage than 
building social status or staying 
cosily within strictly reciprocal 
relationships.  

Jenny Close, Liturgy Help 

“Spread love every-
where you go. Let no 
one ever come to you 

without 
 leaving happier.” 

 St Teresa  of  Calcutta 

http://www.withyouforlife.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Wayne Evans 
 Margaret Swan 
 Suzanne Savage 
 

7.30am: Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kevin Lewis 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Richard O’Brien 
 Adelle Groenveld 
 Sandra Hartas 
 

5.00pm: Marraki Kilpatrick 

 Conor Hudson 
 Amelia Stennett 
 Casey Akset 
 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: P & F Shaw 
7.30am: T & P Bolger 
9.00am: K Cooper & Family 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Genevieve Ruhl 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Tatiana Bye 
Claire Thurlow 

 
 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Des Grissell 
 Kym Condon 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Jodie Rich 
 
 

7.30am:  Elise Gardiner 
 Dianne Gander 
 Beverly Arthur-Pfeil 
 Wendy Pfeil 
 
 

9.00am: Michelle Baird 
 Judy Brady 
 Peta Rourke 
 Ann Thurgate 
 
 

5.00pm: Bronwyn Shipton 
 Tina Madden 
 Peter Briscoe 
 Carol Briscoe 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Wisdom 9:13-18 
Psalm 89 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
Luke 14:25-33 

ROSTERS 7-8 September  2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We ourselves feel that what 
we are doing is just a drop in 

the ocean. But the ocean  
would be less because of  

that missing drop.  
 

Mother Teresa 

 
___________________________ 

 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 
 

Tuesday 3 September 
St Gregory the Great 

 
 

Thursday 5 September 
St Teresa of Calcutta 

 
Friday 6 September 

Ember Day 
 
 

 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


