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Thank you, God 
How often have you encouraged your young 
children to say ‘thank you’ after they are given 
something? Saying ‘thank you’ is a common 
courtesy that is used almost without thinking. Yet 
it’s much more than a courtesy. When you give 
your children food or a gift, or do something for 
them, you do so without question because you 
love and care for them. Your giving is an 
expression of your relationship with them. 
 

So too for saying ‘thank you’. It is the relationship 
that is most important. Saying thanks is a 
personal acknowledgment of what you have 
done for them, sometimes with considerable 
effort on your part. Saying ‘thank you’ implies 
that I am not taking for granted what you have 
done for me. It can be very annoying if we feel 
others are taking for granted what we do for 
them.  
 

Even Jesus may have been annoyed with the nine 
lepers who did not return to say thank you for 
being cured. The word translated as ‘lepers’ does 
not refer to the disease that is known today as 
leprosy. It did not exist at that time in Palestine. 
But the disfiguring skin disease suffered by these 
10 people meant they were isolated from their 
families and communities, and could not even 
approach Jesus. How distressing this must have 
been for all concerned. 
 

Jesus sent all 10 lepers to the Jewish priests, 
because only after the priests had formally 
verified they were cured would they be able to 
return to their homes and families. Soon after 
setting off to see the priests they realise they’ve 
been cured, but it is only the Samaritan who 
returns to thank Jesus. This Samaritan must have 

been doubly isolated, suffering from this disease 
– being ritually unclean – and belonging to a 
heretical religion and tribe. Jews were not 
supposed to have any contact with Samaritans 
because they had separated from the Jewish 
people and established their own temple 
worship. 
 

How excited and overcome with emotion was this 
Samaritan, ‘praising God at the top of his voice’ 
and throwing himself at the feet of Jesus. The 
other nine disappeared, but the Samaritan enters 
into an intense personal relationship with Jesus. 
Being cured is really a springboard into a deeper 
relationship.  
 

St Luke is telling us something significant. It is the 
most excluded and marginalised of the group who 
responds to Jesus, while the other nine, Jesus’ 
own co-religionists, have taken the gift but 
ignored the giver. By thanking God and falling to 
the ground before Jesus, the Samaritan is relating 
with God on an entirely new level. He is not only 
cured but, as Jesus remarks, it is his faith that has 
saved him. For us too, saying thanks to God for all 
the gifts of life and love around us will surely 
enrich our relationship with God. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Bruce Duncan CSsR 
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  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

‘A Journey into the Catholic Faith’ 
Commencing Wednesday 16 October  

at 6.00pm in St Agnes’ Youth Hub 
Is for anyone interested in knowing more about the 
Catholic Faith from an adult perspective. It is open to: 
 Non-baptised adults, who are interested in  
 joining the Catholic Church or simply inquiring 
 about the Catholic faith; 
 Non-Catholic baptised adults, who are  
 interested in joining the Catholic Church, or 
 simply inquiring about the Catholic faith; 
 Catholic adults, those baptised but feel  
 insufficiently instructed in the Catholic faith, 
 or those who have fallen away from the faith at 
 some stage in their journey, and now want to 
 rediscover the Catholic faith;  
 Adult Catholics, those who consistently live their 

faith and sincerely desire to deepen it. 
It consists of one meeting per week over a period of 
time. Discussions about the Catholic faith will be in a 
casual setting offering conversation and guidance on 
how your faith can enrich your everyday life. For more 
information the Presbytery office on 6583 1024.   
  

Week 1 Topic: 

Why Do We Believe in God? 
In this topic, we will discuss the desire of human  
beings to know what things are and why they are, the 
different conclusions men and women have come up 
with and then explore the reasons we believe in God. 
The questions to be explored are: What is the search 
for meaning of life? What are the different answers to 
the question about the meaning of life? What do 
Christians mean by “God”? What are the reasons we 
believe God exists? Why is there evil in the world? 
 

Presbytery & Church Closing Early 
Monday 14 October 

Both the Church and the Presbytery Office will be 
closing at 3.30pm on Monday, 14 October for the  
annual pest spraying and carpet cleaning. 
 

Catholic Mission Sunday 

20 October 2019 
‘Do not fear for I am with you’ Isaiah 41:10 

This year’s Catholic Mission Church Appeal highlights 
the important work of Catholic Mission in Ghana, 
through programs designed to rescue babies and  
children who are vulnerable and foster their personal 
development for a brighter future. The theme reflects 
the uncertainty that children who are vulnerable face 
and confirms God’s love and presence in their lives 
even during difficult or desperate times. Next week-
end prior to Masses in St Agnes there will be a short 
film clip on the work of Nazareth Home for God’s Chil-
dren in the Diocese of Yendi in Ghana. Donation  
envelopes will also be available. 
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Sacrament of Confirmation 

Presentation Weekend 
Next weekend, 19 - 20 October our  
parish will welcome this year’s  
Confirmation candidates and their  
families to our Parish Masses. During 
Mass the students will receive a  
blessing. Prayer is such a powerful gift! 
So they have made special ‘Pray for 
me’ cards for you to take home and 
pray for them during, and after, their 
Confirmation journey. We thank you for 
your prayers and blessings for our little 
ones and your warm welcome to our new families. 
  

MacKillop Centre 
To cater for this very special event, the MacKillop 
Centre welcomes you! The shop is fully stocked with 
beautiful and affordable gifts, cards and books.  
In addition, our lovely volunteers are opening their 
doors on Saturday 19 October from 9.30am to 
12.30pm to ensure you have time to obtain that  
special gift. We look forward to seeing you.  

MacKillop Centre phone number 6584 9779 
106 Horton Street (nearly opposite NRMA) 
Normal trading hours are Monday to Friday 

 10.00am to 2.00pm 
 

Week day Mass Times in St Agnes ‘Church 
As Confirmations will be held on  22, 23 & 24 October 
weekday Masses in St Agnes’ Church will be offered 
at 8.00am, not 5.15pm,  on each of these days 
(including an additional Mass on Thursday). It is  
anticipated that Bishop Greg will offer the Masses on 
the Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

 
 

Christmas Availability Forms 
Readers & Commentators 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Please return your Christmas availability forms by 
emailing back to Denise, placing on the weekend  
collection plates or dropping into the Presbytery  
Office. It will be assumed you are available if your 
from is not returned by Monday, 4 November.  Any 
questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 
6583 1024. 

 

November Mass Intentions 
When submitting November Mass intentions for the 
deceased please ensure all names are CLEARLY 
PRINTED and the envelope is clearly labelled  
November Masses. You can place your envelopes 
on the collection plates at weekend Masses, or leave 
them at the Presbytery Office.  
 

Anointing Mass 
An anointing Mass will be held in Christ the King 
Chapel at the week day 8.00am Mass on Thursday, 
10 October  



Sacristy & Church Cleaning & 
Church Flower Rosters 

It is that time of the year when we are starting to  
prepare the above rosters for 2020. If you are  
happy to continue on the roster you need do  
nothing. However, if you wish to be taken off the 
roster please contact Eileen on the mobile number 
below. We are in urgent need of more volunteers so 
please consider this important ministry. For more 
information please contact Eileen on 0412 822 225. 
  

Stamps & Used Candles 

The Carmelite nuns located at the Goonellabah, 
Monastery in Lismore, collect  both stamps and 
used candles. The candles they melt down and re-
use. So if you have any stamps or used candles 
please bring them to the Presbytery Office.  

 

Young Adult’s Formation Sessions 
The next session of Bishop Greg Homeming’s faith  
formation talks for young adults (18-30 years) will be 
held on Monday, 14 October in PAC boardroom. We 
will gather at 5.00pm for a discussion and light  
refreshments, concluding at 7.00pm. To register an 
expression of interest, or for more information 
please contact Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or email: 
vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

Maintain Your Brain 
The senior singing group Savvy Singers are working 
hard at keeping their brains functioning to optimum 
efficiency - singing is known to assist memory. Each 
Monday at 12 noon for 1 hour this group learns lots 
of songs and also undertake cognitive therapy  
activities, body percussion and dancing. Sessions 
are conducted by Robyn Ryan OAM and all are  
welcome. Term 4 commences Monday, 14 October 
at the Tenison Woods Centre in St Agnes’ Village. 
For more information call 0407 007 993. 
 

MacKillop Centre 
‘God’s Word 2020’ 
The Centre is now taking orders for the annual  
publication ‘God’s Word 2020’. The Centre also has 
for sale a wide range of gifts, cards and books. Pop 
in and have a browse.  
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                    From the Catechism… 

 
 

Recently Deceased: Phil White, Paul McCarthy, 
David Sligar. 
Anniversaries:  Mollie McHugh, Helen Ginman, 
Hiliary and Bob Wilson, Betty Knight, Nell Bayada, 
John & Kathleen Carroll, Mary Cavanagh.  
Other Mass Intentions: Daniel Collins, Patrick 
Murphy, Josh HSC, Jaxon Bruton, Cyril & Eileen 
Bennett, Hilton Dodd, Beryl Thomas, Leila and 
Harry Warwick, Nell Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain,  
Marija Miller, donor intentions and masses of 
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening in our parish ... 

Pre Marriage Weekend 

 Please keep the marriage team and couples  
attending the pre marriage weekend in your 
prayers as they work together to form lasting 
and loving relationships for their future. 

Catholic Women’s League 

 Will be holding its next meeting on Friday,  
 18 October at 1.30pm in the John Worner 
 Centre. New members always welcome. 

Baptisms 
 We welcome Nathan Ocbina into our Parish 

Family. 

Parish Hospitality 

 Parishioners are invited to stay after 9.00am 
Mass next Sunday, 20 October for morning 
tea to be hosted by our Parish Administration 
staff. Please take the time to stay and enjoy 
a cuppa and a chat and get to know other 
parishioners, new and old, in our parish. 

Christian Meditation 
 Held each Wednesday in St Francis of Assisi 

Chapel from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. This is an 
open invitation to all our parishioners.  

 For more information contact Simon on  
 0412 236 977. 

Praise & Worship  
 Will be held on Sunday, 20 October in the 

parish hall. The group meet at 2.30pm for a 
cuppa and start at 3.00pm. All are welcome 
for an uplifting afternoon of praise in song 
and prayer. For more information contact the 
Presbytery Office. 
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‘He who wants to shine  
will shed no light.’ 

‘The right word spoken at the 
right time is as beautiful as  

gold apples in a silver bowl.’ 
Proverbs 25:11 

mailto:vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: George Searson 
 Alan Wheatland 
 Kym Condon 
 

7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Jennifer Campbell 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Wendy Schumann 
 Richard O’Brien 
 Joan Lancaster 
 

5.00pm: Georgia Hickling 

 TJ Avery 
 Olivia Gahan 
 Tiarne Rogers 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: B & W Arhtur-Pfeil 
9.00am: L Fuller & J Howle 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
For the Month of October 
Grace Ryan 
Ph: 6584 0609 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy due to  
Confirmation Presentation weekend 

 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Joy Amos 
 Vanessa Denham 
 
 

7.30am:  David Hogan 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 Anne O’Brien 
 
 

9.00am: Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Gary Gallagher 
 Judy Brady 
 
 

5.00pm: Chris Kalchbauer 
 Cath Freeman 
 Tim McCosker 
 Fran Liddy 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Exodus 17:8-13 
Psalm 120 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 
Luke 18:1-8 

ROSTERS 19-20 October  2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

You cannot always have  
happiness, but you can  
always give happiness. 

_________________________ 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 14 October 
St Callistus 

 

Tuesday 15 October 
St Teresa of Jesus 

 

Wednesday 16 October 
St Hedwig 

St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 

Thursday 17 October 
St Ignatius of Antioch 

 

Friday 18 October 
St Luke, Evangelist 

 

Saturday 19 October 
St John Brebeuf 

St Isaac Jogues & Companions 
St Paul of the Cross 

 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


