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The Urgent Widow 
 

What a scene portrayed by Our Lord! This desperate woman 
was a widow in a patriarchal society: with no male protector 
she was vulnerable, defenceless, and this judge was 
indifferent to her plight. 

He only gives in when, as it says in the original language of 
the Gospel, he is afraid she will come back and ‘give him a 
black eye’. Jesus’ story uses the language of the boxing ring. 

Yet, somehow, this little story is all about prayer! 

Let’s get one thing out of the way. Jesus says that God 
is not like the judge in the story; God does not need to be 
battered into submission: in fact, He is biased towards 
responding and giving justice to such as the widow of this 
story. 

But Jesus does want us to pray like 
the widow. What was her situation? 
She was living in a country under 
military occupation by the Roman 
Army. There was constant threat of 
civil war, and she had no-one as close 
as a husband to protect her and her 
young family. 

Think for a moment of a widow in any 
of the terrible civil wars that still 
bedevil many societies. She would be 
in a similar sort of situation as the 
woman in Jesus’ Palestine. What would she be praying for? 

We can guess that she would be praying for food for herself 
and her young family, basic shelter and warmth, that a sick 
infant not be wrenched away in death, that rapacious money 
lenders not reduce her to even more abject poverty, that the 
warfare raging around would cease. 

In such a desperate plight, can you imagine the intensity, the 
urgency of her prayer? 

Doesn’t it put our praying in perspective? 

Apart from praying for a sick child/spouse/partner, do we, in 
Australia, normally pray like her? 

I think Our Lord wants to embarrass us. 

I think Our Lord wants us to pray a lot less often. 

I think of what those widows would be praying for tonight, 
and then think of what I pray for – and I think of how utterly 
trivial, how self-promoting, it mostly is. 

God is not the slightest bit interested in most of my prayers. 

God is interested in my being such a woeful pray-er and 
wants to change me. 

After all, prayer is not about changing God. God is constantly 
desiring the best for all of creation, including us. 

Prayer is about changing us – and there are two simple rules. 

1. ‘Come as you are’ (title of a hymn) 

Don’t come to God praying for things simply because you 
think they are the proper things to pray for. God wants you 

to pray, not some role you are acting out. 
Come as you are. Your real concerns are 
your starting point. 

2. But, if you find or suspect that you are 
praying for superficial things, or when you 
feel stale, pray the Our Father because this 
starts to put you on the wavelength of Our 
Lord. The disciples had seen Jesus praying 
and asked him to instruct them as to how 
they should go about it. (Luke 11:1,2) 

So, pray the Our Father, and, strangely, we 
may find the urgent widow lurking there! 

What do we find smack in the middle? ‘Give us this day our 
daily bread.’ ‘Give us’, i.e. the human family, especially those 
with empty stomachs in areas ravaged by famine or war or 
military occupation, like the widow of our story. To do 
nothing about it would be blasphemous. Better not to recite 
it at all. 

‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.’ That will not 
happen unless you and I dispense justice – a just distribution 
of this world’s resources, with a bias toward the poor, the 
vulnerable, those like the widow. 

Let us do it, voluntarily and naturally. Otherwise, could we be 
surprised if, like the widow, the poor of the world threaten 
us with a black eye?  © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

                 
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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‘A Journey into the Catholic Faith’ 
6.00pm in St Agnes’ Youth Hub 

Is for anyone interested in knowing more about the 
Catholic Faith from an adult perspective. It is open to: 
 Non-baptised adults interested in joining the 

Catholic Church or curious about the faith. 
 Non-Catholic baptised adults, interested in 
 joining the Catholic Church.  
 Baptised Catholic adults who feel insufficiently 

instructed in our faith, or who have fallen away 
from their faith and now want to rediscover the 
Catholic faith.  

 Adult Catholics, those who consistently live their 
faith and sincerely desire to deepen it. 

It consists of one meeting per week over a period of 
time. Discussions about the Catholic faith will be in a 
casual setting offering conversation and guidance on 
how your faith can enrich your everyday life. For more 
information contact the Presbytery on 6583 1024.   
  

Week 2 Topic: 

What are the different images of God? 
In this topic, after a short revision of last week’s topic, 
we will look at the different views and images of God 
and clarify our Christian understanding of God. The 
questions to be explored are: Why do we believe in 
God? How do we know we are encountering God? 
What images of God are present in the Bible, in the 
Old and New Testaments? So what about God? Why 
is there so much disorder in the world? What are 
most common views of God? 
 

Christmas Hampers 
Sponsor slips for families requiring hampers are now 
available in the Church. Please leave your name and 
phone number on the ‘sponsor’ section and cut off the 
lower section with ‘family’ details to take with you. If 
you would like to donate money, or items for the  
hampers you can leave them at the Presbytery Office. 
Please note completed hampers are not to be  
delivered to the presbytery office. If you call the office 
arrangements will be made to deliver hampers to the 
hall. Hampers need to be the Church prior to Sunday, 
1 December. 
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This weekend we warmly welcome our 
Confirmation candidates and their  
families to our Parish Masses. During Mass 
these students will receive a blessing.  As 
prayer is such a powerful gift they have 
made special ‘Pray for me’ cards for you to 
take home and pray for them during, and 
after, their Confirmation journey. Thank you for 
your prayers for our  little ones and your warm   
welcome to our new families. Confirmation  will be 
held at 6.00pm on the dates below: 

Tuesday, 22 October 
St Peter’s Primary School 
Wednesday, 23 October 

St Joseph’s Primary School 
Thursday, 24 October 

St Agnes’ Primary School and other schools. 
  

MacKillop Centre 
To cater for this very special event, the MacKillop 
Centre welcomes you! The shop is fully stocked with 
beautiful and affordable gifts, cards and books.  
We look forward to seeing you.  

Phone number 6584 9779 
106 Horton Street (nearly opposite NRMA) 
Normal trading hours are Monday to Friday 

 10.00am to 2.00pm 
 

Change of Weekday Mass Time 
Tuesday 22—Thursday 24 October 

Due to the Sacrament of Confirmation this week 
Mass times in St Agnes’ Church will be as follows:  
Tuesday, 22 October - 8.00am not 5.15pm 
Wednesday, 23 October - 8.00am not 5.15pm 
Thursday, 24 October - 8.00am (additional Mass) 
It is anticipated that Bishop Greg will offer the  
Masses on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
There will be no Mass at Telegraph Point on  
Thursday, 24 October. 

 ‘DO NOT FEAR FOR I AM WITH YOU’ - CATHOLIC MISSION SUNDAY 

Sister Stan Mumuni is at the forefront of the Church’s work in reaching out to children in 
need in Ghana. As the director of the Nazareth Home for God’s Children, Sister Stan 
works endlessly to provide education, healthcare and a safe home for children rescued 
from life-threatening situations. In line with traditional beliefs, in parts of Ghana, children 
born with a disability, or whose mother passes during childbirth, are considered to be 
‘spirit children’ and thus at risk of being harmed or killed. The Church in Ghana is dedicat-
ed to protecting these children and educating families to ensure every child has a chance 
to live a full life. The Nazareth Home for God’s Children is among the pioneers in this   
crucial mission.  

Today you have the opportunity to personally partner with the Church in Ghana and offer 
monthly support to this essential work. All gifts will be directed to life-saving projects for 
children in need. Your one-off gift today is also very much appreciated and will make a 
great difference to those in need. Envelopes are available for donations and these can be 
placed on the weekend collection plates over the coming weeks. 

Freecall: 1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/Ghana  



November Mass Intentions 
When submitting November Mass intentions for the 
deceased please ensure all names are CLEARLY 
PRINTED and the envelope is clearly labelled  
November Masses. You can place your  
envelopes on the collection plates at weekend 
Masses, or leave them at the Presbytery Office.  
 

Young Adults 
All young adults (18-35 years) are invited to come & 
spend some time with Bishop Greg for afternoon tea 
from 3.45pm on Tuesday 22 October in the Parish 
Hall. Please RSVP to Vanessa on 0447 992 986. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                    From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Danny Collins, Norm Moon, 
John Vardy, Derek vanKerckhof, Paul McCarthy. 
Anniversaries:  Beryl Walsh, John Kilmurray, 
Jack Clark, Andrew Millward, Tommy & Monica 
Pattinson, Hilton Dodd, Fr John Curran.  
Other Mass Intentions: Leonie Cleary, Mollie 
McHugh, Helen Ginman, Cyril & Eileen Bennett, 
John & Kathleen Carroll, Mary Cavanagh, Beryl 
Thomas, Leila and Harry Warwick, Nell Sweeney, 
Gerard Cassegrain, Margaret Cavanagh, Marija 
Miller, donor intentions and masses of  
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening in our parish ... 

Baptisms 
 We welcome Tessa Taylor, Storm Taylor, 

Van Mervyn Mulley and Joseph Sleeman- 
Duncombe into our Parish Family. 

Parish Hospitality 

 Parishioners are invited to stay after 9.00am 
Mass today for morning tea to be hosted by 
our Parish Administration staff. Please take 
the time to stay and enjoy a cuppa and a 
chat and get to know other parishioners, new 
and old, in our parish. 

Angelus Prayer Meeting  
 Will be held on Monday, 21 October in the 

Presbytery boardroom at 10.00am. Enquiries 
please contact Rose on 0415435135 

 

A Prayer for HSC students 
God we ask you to be close to all  

HSC students during this time.  
Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence  

in the knowledge that you hold them  
in the palm of your hand. 

Bless them with a keen understanding  
and a retentive memory.  

Give them the ability to be exact in their  
explanations and to express themselves clearly. 

Holy Spirit send them your gifts of  
wisdom and knowledge.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Christmas Availability Forms 
Readers & Commentators 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

 

Please return your Christmas availability forms by 
emailing back to Denise, placing on the weekend  
collection plates or dropping into the Presbytery  
Office. It will be assumed you are available if your 
from is not returned by Monday, 4 November.  Any 
questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 
6583 1024. 
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“A man would do nothing 
if he waited until he could 
do it so well that no one 

could find fault.” 
St John Henry Newman 

“I sought to hear the voice of 
God and climbed the topmost 

steeple, but God declared: 
 "Go down again - I dwell 

among the people.”   

St John Henry Newman  

St John Henry Newman  
Nearly two centuries ago, John 
Henry Newman was  England’s 
most well-known Anglican priest, 
until he risked everything to     
become a Catholic and he has 
now become a saint. Last Sunday 
Pope Francis  officially recognised 

John  Henry Newman, as a saint. Newman was a 19th-
century theologian, poet, Catholic priest & cardinal. 
Born in 1801, he was before his  conversion, a well-
known and well-respected Oxford academic,   
Anglican preacher and public intellectual. His 1845 
conversion to the Catholic faith was  controversial in 
England, and resulted in the loss of many friends, in-
cluding his own sister who never spoke to him again. 
He became a priest in 1847 and founded the Oratory 
of St. Philip Neri in England. He was  
dedicated to education, founding two schools for 
boys and the Catholic University of Ireland. His “Idea 
is a University” became a  foundational text on  
Catholic higher education. He was a prolific author 
and letter writer. Newman died in  Birmingham in 
1890 at 89. St John Henry Newman was a particular 
favourite of  Fr  Donnelly, who was responsible for 
the naming of  our vocational college, Newman  
College, and  the naming of the educational facility, 
John Henry Institute. 



 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Gae Green 
 Thelma McFarlane 
 Barry Johnson 
 

7.30am: David Hogan 
 Joanne Hogan 
 Jim O’Brien 
 

9.00am: Adelle Groenveld 
 Peta Rourke 
 Betty Hodgson 
 

5.00pm: Andrea Gutierrez-
 Valverde 

 Brad Vergano 
 Penny Prince 
  

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof &  
 B Kenny 
7.30am: S Bale & P Mullin 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
For the Month of October 
Grace Ryan 
Ph: 6584 0609 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Leisa Nardella  
 Amanda Howle 

 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Peter Brooks 
 Maureen Dick 
 Rudolf Szibrowski 
 Denise Smith 
 
 

7.30am:  Greg Grace 
 Elise Gardiner 
 Beverly Arthur-Pfeil 
 Wendy Pfeil 
 
 

9.00am: Michelle Baird 
 Pat Daley 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Vanessa Denham 
 
 

5.00pm: Diane Hughes 
 Leisa Fisher 
 Sophie Priddis 
 Kay Fowler 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14,16-19-13 
Psalm 33:2-3,17-19,23 
Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 

ROSTERS 26-27 October  2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Growth is the only evidence of 
life.” 

―St John Henry Newman. 
_________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 
 

Tuesday 22 October 
St John Paul II 

 

Wednesday 23 October 
St John of Capistrano 

 

Thursday 24 October 
St Anthony Mary Claret 

 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


