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God’s delays are not denials 
 
How often, when hard times come our way, we 
cry out to God in distress and dismay, just as the 
prophet Habakkuk does in today’s first reading: “I 
cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, 
‘Violence!’ but you do not intervene.  Why do you 
let me see ruin; why must I look at misery?” 
 

The Lord’s answer to Habakkuk is an answer for 
us too: “The vision still has its time, presses on to 
fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, 
wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late.”  
In other words, hold on, hold out, hold fast! God’s 
delays are not God’s 
denials.  
 

But hard times can, if we 
let them, embitter us. 
They can harden our 
hearts and harden us to 
the needs and the 
suffering of others. The 
psalmist today cautions 
us not to let life’s hard 
times harden us. 
Suffering and sorrow will inevitably come our 
way; but let it not make us bitter, resentful, cold, 
or hard hearted. 
 

The challenge is to let those pain points in our 
lives – those wounds, hurts, or injuries that befall 
us  – become growth points. It is to let them 
soften whatever hardness of heart has set in and 
to let those pain points open us up to new life, 
new understanding, and new compassion for 
those around us and the world and its needs.   
 

The Letter to Timothy reminds us that we have 
the  strength  to  do  this:  “God  did  not  give us a  

spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love 
and self-control ... bear your share of hardship for  
the gospel with the strength that comes from 
God.” 
 

Looking back on our lives, we can often see that 
the pain points were growth points  and  that  we  

did in fact have the strength to endure them. But 
how often, when a new struggle befalls us, we 
forget this. We lose faith. We doubt God’s 
presence and care for us. 
 

So too the apostles. In today’s gospel, they ask 
Jesus, “Increase our faith.” But, in reply, Jesus 
indicates that they, like Habakkuk, and like us, are 

asking the wrong question. 
They are looking in the 
wrong direction, and 
focussing on the wrong 
things. 
 

Jesus challenges us all not to 
focus on ourselves and 
whether we think we have 
enough faith, but to focus on 
God, who is with us, and at 
work in and through us, 

whether we recognise it or not. It is for us to hold 
on, through thick and thin, focussing on God for 
whom all things are possible, and keeping our 
hearts open and attune to Jesus. 
 

Finally, Jesus reminds the apostles that they 
should not expect thanks for doing what is 
commanded of them! So too for us. Like them, 
we too are to play our part as witnesses to and 
agents of Jesus’ mission of love for all creation. 
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  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  
   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Long Weekend - Public Holiday 
Monday, 7 October is a public holiday so the 
following Parish offices will be closed: 
 The Presbytery Office. 
 Parish Administration Centre. 
 Property Services. 
 Diocesan Investment Fund. 
 MacKillop Gift Shop.   

 

Stamps & Used Candles 

The Carmelite nuns located at the Monastery in 
Goonellabah, Lismore, collect stamps as well as used 
candles. The candles they melt down and reuse. So if 
you have any stamps or used candles please bring 
them to the Presbytery Office.  

 
  
 

‘A Journey into the Catholic Faith’ 
Commencing Wednesday 16 October  

at 6.00pm in St Agnes’ Youth Hub 
Have you ever wondered if Jesus is calling you to a 
closer relationship with Him? Are you over 18 years of 
age and interested in becoming a Catholic? Do you 
know someone who is interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith? Do you want to learn more 
about the Catholic faith? 
This course aims to explore “the Christian faith in its 
entirety and in its authenticity,” in accordance with the 
Catholic Church’s understanding. It begins with the 
“core message of the Christian faith” and then  
proceeds to a more systematic presentation of the 
Catholic faith. The program offers support and  
friendships with like-minded people to assist in faith 
formation and growth.  
It is for anyone who is interested in knowing more 
about the Catholic Faith from an adult perspective. 
So, this course is open to: 
 Non-baptised adults, who are interested in  
 joining the Catholic Church or simply inquiring 
 about the Catholic faith; 
 Non-Catholic baptised adults, who are  
 interested in joining the Catholic Church, or 
 simply inquiring about the Catholic faith; 
 Catholic adults, those baptised but feel  
 insufficiently instructed in the Catholic faith, 
 or those who have fallen away from the faith at 
 some stage in their journey, and now want to 
 rediscover the Catholic faith;  
 Adult Catholics, those who consistently live their 

faith and sincerely desire to deepen it. 
The programme consists of one meeting per week 
over a period of time. Discussions about the Catholic 
faith will be in a casual setting offering conversation 
and guidance on how your faith can enrich your  
everyday life. This insightful programme has  
attributed to the transformation of many lives. For 
more information the Presbytery office on 6583 1024.   
  

Regards Adult Faith Team 
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Dear Parishioners 

On Wednesday 2 October I had surgery to repair a 

torn distal bicep tendon.  So you may see me   

wearing a sling for a period of time. The good news 

is that by the end of October the elbow should be 

well on the way to a full recovery. I was planning on 

taking annual leave over the coming two weeks, 

however, at this stage I’ll only take one week. This 

leave had been planned well before the surgery 

was deemed necessary. 

Also, for your information, Bishop Greg has made 
the following appointments in our Diocese: 
 Fr Peter Padsungay of Coffs Harbour  has 

been appointed to Ballina Parish as Parish 
Priest. 

 The Carmelite Priests have been appointed to 
the parish of Coffs Harbour.  Fr Shabas Crasta 
as the Parish Priest and Fr Joe D’Souza, the 
Assistant Priest.  

 Fr Anselem Okeke has been appointed to 
Ballina Parish as Assistant Priest. 

 Fr Emmanuel Okparanaku has been              
appointed to the Clarence Valley Parish as  
Assistant Priest. 

 Fr Wilber Tobe has been appointed to Tweed 
Heads Parish as Assistant Priest. 

Our Fr Joe will be taking up his new appointment in 
early November and we will have a farewell for him 
closer to that time.  

God Bless, Fr Paul. 
 

 
 

 Arcadia Meldrum 

Newman College student, Arcadia Meldrum, was  
announced the winner of the 2019 State NSW  
Training Awards, School Based Apprentice/Trainee 
of the Year at an awards ceremony held on  
12 September. This award is presented to a student 
who is undertaking a part time Certificate II or above  
qualification.  Arcadia will now represent NSW at the 
Australian Training Awards in November at Brisbane. 
These awards recognise outstanding achievement in 
the vocational education and training sector. Mark 
Nunan, Newman Principal, commented ‘There are 
over 90,000 apprentices and trainees in NSW. To be 
named the Number 1 School Based Trainee amongst 
this backdrop is outstanding.’ 
Congratulations to Arcadia and her family and 
well done to everyone involved! 
For more information go to the link: https://
www.newman.nsw.edu.au/congratulations-arcadia-
meldrum-state-training-award-winner/ 

https://www.newman.nsw.edu.au/congratulations-arcadia-meldrum-state-training-award-winner/
https://www.newman.nsw.edu.au/congratulations-arcadia-meldrum-state-training-award-winner/
https://www.newman.nsw.edu.au/congratulations-arcadia-meldrum-state-training-award-winner/


Our Lady of Fatima 102nd  
Anniversary of the Miracle  

of the Sun 

Please join our Public Rosary which 
will be held in the grounds of Our  
Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie on 
Saturday, 12 October at 10.30am. All 
are welcome to come and join with us 
in the praying of the Rosary. 
 

 

 
 Peter’s Pence Collection 
Thank you to all who donated to the annual Peter’s 
Pence collection, for sick and retired priests. The 
amount raised was $2803.20. 

 

 Police Remembrance Day 
Thank you to Lesley Tierney and all the volunteers 
who assisted with the cooking, preparation and 
serving for the morning tea held on Police  
Remembrance Day it was very much appreciated. 

 
Sacristy & Church Cleaning & 

Church Flower Rosters 
It is that time of the year when we are starting to  
prepare the above rosters for 2020. If you are  
happy to continue on the roster you need do  
nothing. However, if you wish to be taken off the 
roster please contact Eileen on the mobile number 
below. We are in urgent need of more volunteers so 
please consider this important ministry. For more 
information please contact Eileen on 0412 822 225. 
  

Young Adult’s Formation Sessions 
The next session of Bishop Greg Homeming’s faith  
formation talks for young adults (18-30 years) will be 
held on Monday, 14 October in  PAC boardroom. 
We will gather at 5.00pm for a discussion and light 
refreshments, concluding at 7.00pm. To register an 
expression of interest, or for more information 
please contact Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or email: 
vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                    From the Catechism… 

 
 
Recently Deceased: David Sligar, Martin van 
der Linden, Ron Shanks, Bede Tancred, Maureen 
Bruce, Derek Van Kerckhof. 
Anniversaries:  Gloria Vozzo, Betty Knight, Nell 
Bayada, Fernanda Odrunia, Noel Clarke, Doreen 
Jamieson, John Jamieson, Doris Fenech, Patrick 
Murphy, Margaret Cavanagh. 
Other Mass Intentions: Jaxon Bruton,  Cyril & 
Eileen Bennett, John & Kathleen Carroll, Mary 
Cavanagh, Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas, Leila & 
Harry Warwick, Nell Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain, 
Marija Miller, donor intentions and masses of 
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening this week … 

Christian Meditation 
 Held each Wednesday in St Francis of Assisi 

Chapel from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. This is an 
open invitation to all our parishioners.  

 For more information contact Simon on  
 0412 236 977. 

Memorial Mass for Ron Shanks 
 A Mass will be offered for Ron Shanks 

whose funeral service was held in Sydney 
last Friday. Mass will be on Wednesday,  

 9 October at 11.00am in St Agnes’ Church. 
 All who knew Ron are invited to attend. 

Baptisms 
 We welcome into our Parish Family: 
 Charles & Estella Green, Ava Halverson and 
 Willow Radley. 
 

MacKillop Centre 
 ‘God’s Word 2020’ 
The Centre, is now taking orders for the annual 
publication ‘God’s Word 2020’. The Centre also 
has for sale a wide range of gifts, cards and books. 
Pop in and have a browse.  
 

 Attention Confirmation Parents 
This month our school students who 
have been preparing for the sacrament 
of Confirmation will be confirmed by 
Bishop Greg Homeming OCP.  
To cater for this very special event, the 
MacKillop Centre welcomes you! The 
shop is fully stocked with beautiful and 
affordable gifts, cards and books.  
In addition, our lovely volunteers are 
opening their doors on Saturday 19 October from 
9.30am to 12.30pm to ensure you have time to 
get that special gift. We look forward to seeing 
you.  

 

MacKillop Centre phone number 6584 9779 
106 Horton Street (nearly opposite NRMA) 
Normal trading hours are Monday to Friday 

 10.00am to 2.00pm 
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‘Be on your guard; stand firm 
in the faith; be courageous; 
be strong. Do everything in 

love’ Corinthians 

‘I have the paradox that if you 
love until it hurts, there can be 
no more hurt, only more love.’ 

Mother Teresa 

mailto:vdenham@pac.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Margaret Swan 
 Margaret Donnelly 
 Robert Green 
 

7.30am: Gae Arnold 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Trish Green 
 Denise Puzas 
 Ann Thurgate 
 

5.00pm: Carla Mascarenhas 

 Caitlin Rich 
 Vanessa Denham 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: L English & Family 
7.30am: K Farrawell & J Dean 
9.00am: K Cooper & Family 
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
For the Month of October 
Grace Ryan 
Ph: 6584 0609 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy during school 
holidays 

 
 

 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Visiting Priest 
Father Joe D’Souza OCD 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Kym Condon 
 Gae Green 
 Barry Johnson 
 Des Grissell 
 
 

7.30am:  Kevin Lewis 
 Sue Williams 
 Kay Farrawell 
 Geoff Leary 
 
 

9.00am: Mike Hawtin 
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Cathy Stevenson 
 Tess Koning 
 
 

5.00pm: Bronwyn Shipton 
 Tina Madden 
 Peter Briscoe 
 Carol briscoe 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year C 
2 Kings 5:14-17 
Psalm 97 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 
Luke 17:11-19 

ROSTERS 12-13 October  2019   

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caring for creation is not a  
special interest for a few,  
but an integral part of the  

Christian life for all, because  
it is based on fundamental  

beliefs of the faith. 
 

David Cloutier 
 

________________________ 
 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

 
Wednesday 9 October 
St Denis & Companions 

St John Leonardi 
 

Friday 11 October 
St John XXIII 

 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 

 
ST  FRANCIS  CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am  

 
CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 

 
ST BERNARD'S, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point 
Thursday: 6.00pm.   

 
STAR OF THE SEA, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.   

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.65% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 


