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An Earth crying out 

 At every Mass before communion, we hear the words from John witnessing to Jesus: ‘Behold the lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the world.’ Anyone unfamiliar with church worship would wonder what on earth we were 
talking about. Why would we use such words – ‘lamb’ especially? 
 
For the early Christians, the words ‘lamb of God’ had tremendous resonance. Everyone was then familiar with 
animal sacrifice. But the early Christians instantly recalled the Jewish Passover from Egypt, when the Hebrew people 
marked their doorframes with the blood of a lamb to save them from the angel killing the first-born males of 
humans and cattle to force Pharaoh to release them from bondage. The blood of the lamb rescued the first-born of 
the Hebrews from death. 
 
No wonder the early Christians treasured the words ‘lamb of God’ when speaking of Jesus who gave his life’s blood 
that all might live. Passages from the prophets and especially Isaiah add further power to the word ‘lamb’: ‘He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter’ (Is 53, 7). 
In his gospel, John deliberately used the word ‘sin’ in the singular, not ‘sins’ in the plural, i.e. our individual sins. John 
is referring to the collective ‘brokenness’ of our world, in a collective sense, and perhaps also in a cosmic sense. For 
John set his gospel in a cosmic context: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being.’(John 1, 1-3). 
 
We have always recognised the brokenness of the world of course, especially in times of acute hardship, war, famine 
or natural disasters. But Pope Francis stresses the urgency of ‘care for our common home’, the earth itself and its 
environment. It’s as if we need to smear the blood of the lamb over all the earth, with a renewed sense of reverence 
and wonder for the beauty and fragility of our earth, invoking God’s Word to sustain creation. 

 
In his encyclical Laudato Si’, and recently with the Amazon Synod, 
Pope Francis stressed that our planet and its life systems were 
created by God as an outpouring of love. But these crucial life 
support systems are now gravely threatened by global warming 
and climate change. Pope Francis definitely considers this a global 
climate emergency. 
 
Pope Francis is greatly alarmed at the environmental brokenness of 
the world today, which threatens us with ‘catastrophic’ disasters. 
Invoking St Francis of Assisi, he has urged us to do all we can 
personally, and as nations together, to reduce greenhouse 
emissions to avoid unimaginable distress for many millions of 
people.  
 

    Bruce Duncan CSsR 
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  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Preparing for the visit of the Relics of         
St Therese to our  Parish 

The relics of St Therese of Lisieux (the little flower) 
and her parents (Sts Louis and Zélie Martin) will visit 
St Agnes’ Church for a short time (12noon-5.45pm) 
on Wednesday, 19 February. Over the coming weeks, 
short articles and links will appear to help you get 
ready for the visit.  

The information below, based on an article by Bishop 
Greg in Catholic Life (December 2019), helps us    
understand the spiritual significance of this visit.  

What are relics? 
Relics are the remains of a holy person, which are 
revered because of their connection to that holy    
person. 

Why are relics important? 
We all have treasured items from people we have 
loved that remind us of the person, or a special event. 
Such items can bring to mind attributes of the  

person’s goodness and may even encourage us to 
live according to higher values. The relics of saints fall 
into this category. Relics are physical remains, which 
connect us with the goodness and holiness of the 
saint and, through the saint, move us to live better 
lives. 

What is special about St Therese and her parents? 
The saints who are “visiting” Australia are a mother, 
father and daughter. St Louis and St Zélie are the  
only married couple to be canonised. Their daughter, 
St Therese (who died in 1896 at the age of 24), was 
called the greatest saint of the modern times by  
Pope St Pius X. If you see a good child, the parents’ 
role in cultivating such goodness is key. Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph are the ultimate examples of holiness and 
goodness in the family. St Therese is the daughter of 
holiness. The Church recognised this and so  

investigated her parents and found two saints.  

How do the saints help us on the path to holiness? 
These three saints show us the integrity of virtue and 
that the path to holiness is the path of struggle and 
ordinary life. They experienced the mercy of the     
Father and this influenced the way they lived and 
loved. They have been where we are and, together, 
they allowed God to perfect them.  

Want to read more? 
Catholic Mission has a webpage dedicated to stories 
and photos about the Saints and their Australian    
pilgrimage - catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-
therese-of-lisieux  

 

Next week – The life of St Therese 
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 Dear Parishioners, 
We welcome back Fr Joe D’Souza this week.  
Fr Joe will celebrate Mass on Sunday night 5.00pm 
and then stay for the week while I have a little 
break before the school year begins. 
Please welcome Fr Joe back to St Agnes’ Parish. 
Fr Paul 

 

Readings for Australia Day  
Sunday 26 January 

Australia Day will be on a Sunday this year so the  
readings for that weekend will be the readings for 
Australia Day, not the third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
First Reading:      Isaiah 32:15-18. 
Psalm:     89:9-14 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:4-11. 
Gospel:     Matthew 5:2-12. 
If you would like a copy of the readings contact the 
Presbytery Office. 
 

Monday, 27 January will be a public holiday so all 
Parish Offices will be closed. 
 

 January Mass Times  
Please see below weekend Mass times for January only. 

Saturday Vigil Masses:   
4.30pm  Christ the King Chapel  
6.00pm  Our Lady Star of the Sea Church,  
   Lake Cathie. 

Sunday Mass Times in St Agnes’ Church:                      
          7.30am   

      9.00am   
         5.00pm Family & Youth Mass.  

There will be: 
No 6.00pm Vigil in St Agnes’ Church. 
No 9.30am Sunday Mass in St Francis of Assisi  
Chapel. 
 

 Veneration & Visitation of Relics 

The relics of St Therese of Lisieux and her parents 
arrive from Coffs Harbour on 19 February.  
The reliquary (relics) will be exhibited in our Church. 
A roster is to be prepared for volunteers to come and 
be ‘caretakers of the relics’ whilst they are in our 
care. Should you be interested in volunteering to 
spend 30 minutes as a caretaker between 2.00pm 
and 5.00pm please contact the Presbytery Office. 
Parishioners will also be invited to come and pray 
during veneration in the afternoon.  
The proposed schedule will be: 
12.00pm Welcoming Ceremony. 
1.00pm Mass (school students will be attending). 
2.00pm Veneration and visitation. 
5.00pm Mass. 
5.45pm Farewell of relics. 
The visitation of the relics to St Agnes’ Parish is for 
the Lismore southern deanery, which includes the 
parishes of Kempsey, Camden Haven & Wauchope.  

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se-of-lisieux
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se-of-lisieux


Seeking Suitably Experienced  
Company Directors 

St Agnes’ Parish’s two companies, St Agnes’ Assist & 
St Agnes’ Care & Lifestyle, are seeking nominations 
from interested, suitably experienced persons for roles 
as Company Directors. Each company is a registered 
charity and operates as a Company Limited by    
Guarantee. These are unpaid positions and are     
generally instated for a three year term. The Board of 
Directors meet bi-monthly throughout the year,     
commencing late February.  Applicants must be over 
the age of 18 (other conditions will be advised) and 
not an employee of the company/s. We currently have 
positions available in both companies and are        
particularly seeking persons with skills and/or          
experience in any of the following areas:  business 
development, legal, aged care (home care, residential, 
dementia care or independent living), disability       
services, early childhood services, property             
development, strategic planning, information         
technology, communications and marketing. 
For further information on the Company Director roles, 
duties, conditions and an application form please   
contact:  Karen Kovac, Company Secretary on       
kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au or (02) 6588 7444. 

Lake Cathie - Help Please 
Mary Star of the Sea Church, Lake Cathie, is in urgent 
need of a competent keyboard musician to volunteer 
to play at Masses. Music is provided. The time for the 
weekend Mass is currently 6:00pm Saturday night. 
However in February the Mass time will revert back to 
8:00am on Sunday.  
Enquiries to Peter Duhigg 6585 4925 
 

‘A Life Less Ordinary’ DVD 
There are still a number of copies of the DVD ‘A Life 
Less Ordinary’, an overview of Fr Donnelly’s life, avail-
able from the Presbytery. Cost is $7.50. 
 

St Agnes’ Feast Day 
The official feast day for St Agnes is 21 January. As 
this feast falls during the school holiday period we will 
celebrate our Patron Saint’s feast day on 30 August. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                    From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Fr Anthony Casey, Sylvia 
Arnett.  
Anniversaries:  Fr Leo Donnelly, Lil Murray, 
Nola Hemsley, William & Alice Coughlan,  
Pat Huxtable, Minnie Downes. 
Other Mass Intentions: Aubrey Hawes, Noel 
Clarke, Stephen Shepherd, Russ Burton, Jake 
Spurtle, Mariya Chub, Sr Josephine Quinn rsm,  
Simone Vella, Leonie Johnston, Hilton Dodds, 
Emily O’Reilly, Nora Downes Roberts, Beryl  
Thomas, Molly & Robert Friggens, Stan Condon, 
Marija Miller, donor intentions & masses of  
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening in our parish … 

 A Journey into the Catholic Faith will resume 
on Wednesday, 29 January. 

 This weekend we welcome Taj Davidson into 
our parish community through Baptism. 

 Filipino Mass, Sunday 26 January 11.30am. 
 Visitation of Relics Wednesday, 19 February. 
 

Filipino Mass 

Parishioners are invited to the parish Filipino Mass 
to be held in St Agnes’ Church at 11.30am on  
Sunday, 26 January. 
 

Wellbeing Forum 
Village residents, prospective residents, friends 
and family are invited to attend a Wellbeing Forum. 
There will be several guest speakers providing a 
vast range of information relevant to all. 
Topics to be discussed include: 
 Homecare - new formats with packages and 

what is available. 
 Residential Care - preparation and process. 
 Lifestyle, health & wellness in the villages 
 Independent Living Units (Retirement villas), 

availability and opportunities – open house.  
When:  
 Wednesday, 29  January at Tenison Woods 

Centre in St Agnes’ Village, Lochinvar Place.  
 Starting at 11.00am, concluding at 2.00pm. 
 Thursday, 30 January at John Worner Centre 

in Lourdes Village, Davoran Drive. Starting 
at 11.00am, concluding at 2.00pm.  

Please register your name by calling Donnelly 
House on 5525 3600 by Friday, 24 January for  
catering purposes. We hope to see you there. 
 

Diocesan Cursillo Weekend 
There will be an Aboriginal Lismore Diocesan   
Cursillo weekend to be held at the Yarrawarra   
Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Corindi Beach from 
13-16 February.  Cursillo weekends help to build 
up our Christian Community. If you know anyone 
who could be interested please contact Paul    
Murphy, Secretary on 0428 665 445. 
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‘Knowledge is a 
journey, not a train 

station.’ 
Fr Donnelly 

‘… take time, to reassess, to 
redirect our lives if           

necessary … and to be the 
still in our turning world.’  

Fr Donnelly 

mailto:kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 
READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
 
  

7.30am: Kevin Lewis 
 Jennifer Campbell 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Cathy Hawtin 
 Peta Rourke 
 Judy Brady 
 

5.00pm: Andrea Gutierrez-Valverde 

 Volunteer please 
 Sarah Jennings 
 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
7.30am: T & P Bolger 
9.00am: K Cooper & Family 

 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Grace Ryan 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy during school 
holidays 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

 
6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
 

 
7.30am:  Geoff Leary 
 Dianne Gander 
 David Hogan 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 
 

9.00am: Jacon Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Pat Daley 
 Phoebe Morris 
 
 

5.00pm: Tim McCosker 
 Chris Kalchbauer 
 Karen Robson 
 Vanessa Denham 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A  
Australia Day readings 
Isaiah 32:15-18 
Psalm 84:9-14 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
Matthew 5:2-12 

ROSTERS 25-26 January 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: No Vigil Mass in January 2020. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: No 9.30am Mass in January 2020.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT  
Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE  
Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil Mass for January only 
Sunday: No 8.00am Mass in January 2020.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“Small acts, when multiplied  
by millions of people, can 

transform the world.”  
 

Unknown  
________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
\ 
 

Monday 20 January 
St Fabian 

St Sebastian 
 

Tuesday 21 January 
St Agnes 

 
Wednesday 22 January 

St Vincent 
 

Friday 24 January 
St Francis de Sales 

 
Saturday 25 January 

The Conversion of St Paul  
the Apostle 

 
 


