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South Land of the Holy Spirit 
The Beatitudes we just heard are at the beginning of the 
‘Sermon on the Mount’. This sermon provides a picture 
of a society where the usual expectations of how people 
relate to each other are overturned. 
Our Lord wants to create a new society where the old 
rules of engagement are superseded, especially in 
relation to enmity and violence. In fact, in the Sermon 
on the Mount all forms of resolving disputes, starting 
with families (spouses, brothers) are turned upside 
down. 
And we are a ‘Land Down Under’. 
Australia is a place to which people have been attracted 
over the millennia to forge a new future. First, the 
original inhabitants coming down through Asia, and 
then the settlers, migrants and refugees of the last 220 
years. (Of course, the convicts were a less voluntary 
part of the movement of peoples!) 
Most were attracted by a vision of a different future, a 
future where human beings could relate to each other 
differently to the old order in Europe, and more 
recently in the Middle East or Africa or Asia or Central 
or South America.   
People were and are prepared to take the risk of being 
dis-located, of re-locating because of that vision of a 
different future, particularly a future not determined by 
the violence of feud and warfare which had 
characterised their homelands for generations, 
centuries, and even millennia.  
They come because they aspire to be someone 
different, to do something different, in ways not 
predetermined by centuries of custom and tradition in 
their home society.  
Is this movement of people to Australia a ‘chance 
event’? Is is just another phase of world history? No.   
I recall walking down a corridor in the Vatican, the wall 
of which was painted with a map of the world. Where 
Australia is, there was just ocean blue. It was painted 
before European explorers began to map our coastline! 
Those mapping expeditions gave us our name 
‘Australia’? De Quiros, the great Portuguese explorer of 
the 16th Century, set out on a quest for ‘Terra Austrialia         

del Espiritu Santo’, South Land of the Holy Spirit. Right   
from the start, the full title of our land was bound up 
with the Holy Spirit. 
I am confident that ‘Australia’ is a work of the Holy 
Spirit, no chance event in world history but a gathering 
of peoples for a Divine purpose. 
One of the most distinctive works of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost was the breaking down of ethnic, tribal and 
language barriers between people. That is why 
Christianity spread like wild fire across the Roman 
Empire. 
Australia is a place where that Pentecostal impulse is 
felt very strongly. People from every nation, tribe, 
ethnic, and religious group on the face of the earth have 
relocated here and are creating a new sort of society. 
Human beings can relate to each other free from past 
structures of oppression and division in their old 
homeland societies.   
They have come, in their millions, to escape the 
histories of societies where everyone ‘knew their place’, 
to a land where we relate to each other for our inherent 
worth. Hence the great Australian characteristic: 
‘egalitarianism’.   
Have we responded to the Holy Spirit perfectly? No. Our 
treatment of the earliest inhabitants of this land was 
shameful, and is not yet fully remedied as the Lord of 
the Sermon on the Mount desires.   
Our treatment of those genuinely fleeing persecution in 
their homelands falls short of what the Lord of the 
Sermon on the Mount desires.  
But on the whole, we are creating a version of the 
Kingdom of God under the Southern Cross of which we 
can be proud. 
So, Australians All, let us rejoice – 
For our land abounding in nature’s gifts of beauty rich 
and rare, 
For our freedom to share life in our ‘Common-Wealth’, 
For the divine Spirit of Pentecost attracting us to follow 
Jesus in this Austrialia del Espiritu Santo, South Land of 
the Holy Spirit. 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 
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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

© Father Michael Tate 
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Preparing for the visit of the Relics of         
St Therese to our Parish 

The life of St Therese 

Thérèse was born in France on January 2nd 1873, 
and died when she was 24. Her mum was Marie-
Azélie (Zelie) Guérin and her dad was Louis Martin. 
Louis worked as a jeweler/watchmaker and her mum 
was a lacemaker. Thérèse was the last of nine      
children however, only five of these children lived to 
reach adulthood. 
Thérèse lived a very simple and holy life. At age 15, 
she entered the Carmelite convent in Lisieux to give 
her whole life to God. She took the religious name 
Sister Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face. 
Thérèse had four sisters and they all became nuns as 
well, dedicating their lives to God.  
She never went on missions, never founded a        
religious order, and never performed any explicitly 
great works. The only book of hers, published after 
her death, was a brief edited version of her journal, 
Story of a Soul. Collections of her letters and restored 
versions of her journals have been recently re-
published. Within just 28 years of her death, the   
public demand was so great that she was canonised. 
In 1997 she was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church 
by Pope Saint John Paul II. 

Want to read more? 
Catholic Mission has a webpage dedicated to stories 
and photos about the Saints and their Australian    
pilgrimage - catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-
therese-of-lisieux  

 

Journey into Catholic Faith  

Journey into the Catholic Faith will resume on 
Wednesday, 29 January in the parish hall at 5.45pm. 
For further information contact Vanessa on          
0447 992 986. This week’s topic will be: 

What Do the Gospels Say About the Life of Christ? 
Among all the books of the Bible, the Gospels have a 
special place “because they are our principal source 
for the life and teaching of the Incarnate Word, our 
Saviour” Jesus Christ. The four Gospels “faithfully 
hand on what Jesus, the Son of God, while he lived 
among men, really did and taught for their salvation,” 
until he ascended to heaven. They tell us the honest 
truth about his conception and birth, his public minis-
try, his death, resurrection and ascension. During his 
public life Jesus revealed his identity, explained his 
mission, taught his new doctrine and founded his 
Church. Reading the Gospels, we encounter Jesus 
Christ not merely as an historical figure but as the liv-
ing Lord who is “always with us”. Come and learn 
more about this and so encounter Christ anew. 
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Veneration & Visitation of Relics 

The relics of St Therese of Lisieux and her parents 
arrive from Coffs Harbour on 19 February.  
The reliquary (relics) will be exhibited in our Church. 
A roster is to be prepared for volunteers to come and 
be ‘caretakers of the relics’ whilst they are in our 
care. Should you be interested in volunteering to 
spend 30 minutes as a caretaker between 2.00pm 
and 5.00pm please contact the Presbytery Office. 
Parishioners will also be invited to come and pray 
during veneration in the afternoon.  
The proposed schedule will be: 
12.00pm Welcoming Ceremony. 
1.00pm Mass (school students will be attending). 
2.00pm Veneration and visitation. 
5.00pm Mass. 
5.45pm Farewell of relics. 
The visitation of the relics to St Agnes’ Parish is for 
the Lismore southern deanery, which includes the 
parishes of Kempsey, Camden Haven & Wauchope.  

 

Maintain Your Brain ! 
Savvy Singers recommence on Monday 3rd February  
at 12 noon, Tenison Woods Centre, Lochinvar Place, 
St Agnes Village.  This group undertakes singing and 
cognitive therapy in order to stay focused and 
healthy.  Sessions are for one hour and we warmly 
welcome new chums who are invited to come along 
on 3 February for a no charge “taster” to see if it’s for 
you. No auditions and no performances - just         
activities designed by professionals. For more       
information please call Robyn on 0407 007 994. 

 

Australia Day Prayer 
 

O God, powerful and gentle,  
you love this southern land and all its 

peoples, old and new.  
As the Cross shines in our heavens so 
may Christ bring light to our nation.  

As the waves encircle our shores so may 
your mercy enfold us all.  

Amen 

Lake Cathie - Help Please 
Mary Star of the Sea Church, Lake Cathie, is in urgent 
need of a competent keyboard musician to volunteer 
to play at Masses. Music is provided. From February 
the Mass time will be 8.00am on Sunday.  Enquiries to 
Peter Duhigg 6585 4925 

Mass Times  
FROM SUNDAY 1ST FEBRUARY, WEEKEND MASSES 

WILL REVERT BACK TO THE USUAL TIMES AND 
PLACES. SEE OVER BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS. 

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se-of-lisieux
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/relics-of-saint-th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se-of-lisieux


Seeking Suitably Experienced  
Company Directors 

St Agnes’ Parish’s two companies, St Agnes’ Assist & 
St Agnes’ Care & Lifestyle, are seeking nominations 
from interested, suitably experienced persons for roles 
as Company Directors. Each company is a registered 
charity and operates as a Company Limited by    
Guarantee. These are unpaid positions and are     
generally instated for a three year term. The Board of 
Directors meet bi-monthly throughout the year,     
commencing late February. We are very interested in 
hearing from a wide cross-section of the community 
and are seeking to establish a diverse membership of 
board directors.  Applicants must be over the age of 
18 (other conditions will be advised) and not an      
employee of the company/s. We currently have       
positions available in both companies and are        
particularly seeking persons with skills and/or          
experience in any of the following areas: business  
development, legal, aged care (home care, residential, 
dementia care or independent living), disability       
services, early childhood services, property             
development, strategic planning, information         
technology, communications and marketing. 
For further information on the Company Director roles, 
duties, conditions and an application form please   
contact:  Karen Kovac, Company Secretary on       
kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au or (02) 6588 7444. 

Diocesan Cursillo Weekend 
There will be an Aboriginal Lismore Diocesan Cursillo 
weekend to be held at the Yarrawarra Aboriginal    
Cultural Centre at Corindi Beach from 13-16 February.  
Cursillo weekends help to build up our Christian   
Community. If you know anyone who could be        
interested please contact Paul Murphy, Secretary on 
0428 665 445. 

 

Baptism information night  

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                    From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Fr Anthony Casey, Sylvia 
Arnett, Lucia Calleja, Nicole Kelly. 
Anniversaries: Fr Leo Donnelly, Jewel Cannen, 
Paula Richardson, Mariya Chub, Leone Johnston, 
Sarra Yavong, Joan Skinner O’Reilly. 
Other Mass Intentions: Hilton Dodds, Minne 
Downes, Emily O’Reilly, Nora Downes Roberts, 
Beryl Thomas, Molly & Robert Friggens, Stan  
Condon, Marija Miller, donor intentions & masses 
of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening in our parish … 

 A Journey into the Catholic Faith will resume 
on Wednesday, 29 January. 

 Baptism Information Night, Thursday, 30 
January at 6.00pm in St Agnes’ Church. 

 Visitation of Relics of St Therese on 
Wednesday, 19 February. 

 
 
 

Volunteers Needed  
 
CATHOLIC CARE OF THE AGED 
Lifestyle Volunteers – Residential Facilities  - 
Volunteers to assist with resident’s lifestyle and 
wellbeing through one to one visits to help support  
emotional and spiritual needs through leisure inter-
ests. Complete flexibility around visit days and 
times. 
 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH PRESBYTERY 
Sacristy & Church Carers - Help maintain St 
Agnes’ Church environment by changing altar 
cloths, wiping down surfaces, polishing  vases, 
candleholders etc.  Only rostered 5 times per year 
with your team. 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES  
Child Minding – Tuning In To Kids 
Help with entertaining children whilst their parent/s 
attend a 6 week program run by Centacare, to  
develop children’s emotional skills.  You will need 
to be available on Thursdays between 10.00 am 
and 12.30 pm. 
Program Assistance– Come Yarn And Play  
Support staff, residents and children involved in 
the Intergenerational Playgroup at Maryknoll Hos-
tel on Fridays,10.30 am -12.30pm.  Program runs 
during the school term. 
A Working with Children Check will be required 
for both roles. 

To Register Your Interest - Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator, Tanya Slavin on 02 6588 7444 or 
register your interest online https://
stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/ 
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“Remember we are all but  
travelers here.” 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

“Believe in the whisperings of 
God to your own heart.” 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
 

Will be held on Thursday, 30 January at 6.00pm in St 
Agnes’ Church.  If you are planning on having a child 
baptised it is important for you to attend an information 
session.  For more information call the Presbytery Office 
on 6583 1024. 

mailto:kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au
https://stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/
https://stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/


 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
6pm Vigil: Margaret Swan 
 Alan Wheatland 
 Kym Condon 
  

7.30am: Anne O’Brien 
 Brian English 
 Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Adelle Groenveld 
 Betty Hodgson 
 Ann Thurgate 
 

5.00pm: Brad Vergano 

 Penny Prince 
 Suzanne Savage 
 
 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: P & F Shaw 
7.30am: K Farrawell & J Dean 
9.00am: L Fuller & J Howle 

 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Erlinda Smith 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
To be advised 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Denise Smith 
 Barry Johnson 
 Joy Amos 
 Maureen Dick 
 

7.30am:  Kevin Lewis 
 Val Craig 
 Beverly Arthur-Pfeil 
 Wendy Pfeil 
 

9.00am: Phoebe Morris 
 Peta Rourke 
 Tess Koning 
 Judy Brady 
 
 

5.00pm: Bronwyn Shipton 
 Chris McCarron 
 Jacky McCarron 
 Leisa Fisher 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
The Presentation Of The Lord 
Year A  
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Psalm 23:7-10 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40 

ROSTERS 1-2 February 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plains Road, 
Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive,  
Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“I alone cannot change the 
world, but I can cast a stone 
across the waters to create 

many ripples.”  
 

St Teresa of Calcutta 
 

________________________ 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 

\ 
 

Monday 27 January 
St Timothy 

St Titus 
St Angela Merici 

 
Tuesday 28 January 
St Thomas Aquinas 

 
Friday 31 January 

St John Bosco 
 
 
 

 


