
4-5 January 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Looking at the news on TV this past week there was the story of a gunman entering a 
church in the USA taking out a shotgun and shooting churchgoers ... sadly killing two of 
them. Before the gunman could kill any other people the church’s ‘security team’ swung 
into action and at least six armed parishioners killed the gunman.  
 

There are a lot of things that are disturbing about this story … but, I can’t stop thinking of 
what would happen here in Australia if we had an ‘armed security team’ of parishioners 
here in St Agnes’ Parish ... 
 

Harking back to my warning last week – ‘someone is sitting in my seat’…….bang! 
‘I don’t like Father’s homily’…….bang! 
‘Father has changed the mass times’…….bang! 
 

In reality, we have very little to complain about and while we can and do indulge in 
complaining and spreading derogatory gossip about what is happening in the parish, it is 
not helpful. I simply ask for your tolerance, patience and understanding at this time. Please 
be aware that changing the mass times for January was a last resort. 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Please help ……… 
A bus from our Aged Care facilities will be bringing     
parishioners who normally attend the 9.30am Mass at 
St Francis of Assisi Chapel to the Sunday 9.00am Mass 
at St Agnes. If you are able to, it would be greatly       
appreciated if, just before and just after Mass, we offer 
some hospitality to these parishioners by helping them 
get to, and from, the church if they require assistance.  
 

Wheelie walkers ……… 
For safety reasons, once our parishioners have found a 
seat please park their wheelie walkers/wheelchairs in 
the space at the front of the first pews on either the 
Baptismal Font side or the Tabernacle side.  
Thanking you for your assistance. 

 

God Bless 

Paul Wheelie walkers of the future 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Changes to Mass Times  
for January  

Please see below weekend Mass times for January only. 

Saturday Vigil Masses:   
4.30pm  Christ the King Chapel  
6.00pm  Our Lady Star of the Sea Church,  
   Lake Cathie. 
Sunday Mass Times in St Agnes’ Church:                      
   7.30am   

               9.00am   
         5.00pm Family & Youth Mass.  

There will be: 
No 6.00pm Vigil in St Agnes’ Church. 
No 9.30am Sunday Mass in St Francis of Assisi Chapel. 
 

The MacKillop Gift Shop 
Visiting our Parish? Call in and browse through the 
MacKillop Gift Shop located at 106 Horton Street. The 
shop has for sale a wide range of religious cards and 
and religious gifts for all occasions. The shop will      
re-open on Tuesday, 7 January at 10.00am. Phone 
number is 6584 9779. Opening hours are Monday to 
Friday 10.00am to 2.00pm.  
The shop also has for sale good quality second hand 
books with money raised going to charity. 
 

Coeliac Hosts 

Coeliac hosts are available for parishioners. Prior to 
mass commencing please go to the Sacristy and 
speak with the Sacristan. Then sit towards the front of 
the Church. Coeliac hosts are also available from the 
Chapels. 
 

Family Groups 
‘A Family for All’ 

Family Groups operate under the guidelines of the 
Passionist Family Group movement. Members are 
singe, couples and families with no age range. Family 
groups promote community spirit with shared social 
outings enabling members to gradually get to know 
each other, this leads to building bonds and caring for 
and supporting each other in times of celebration or 
need. They don’t need to cut across existing  
friendship groups, but add a new dimension to parish 
life. Contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 for 
more information. 

 

‘A Life Less Ordinary’ DVD 
There are still a few copies of the DVD ‘A Life Less 
Ordinary’ an overview of Fr Donnelly’s life available 
from the Presbytery. Cost is $7.50. 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 

When the Epiphany narrative is depicted in the crib, 
there is usually a trio of royal figures, despite the 
evangelist Matthew giving no number or describing 
them as kings. However, there is one feature of 
these figures which, though also not in the Gospel 
text, captures perfectly the meaning of this event 
and feast: normally we see one figure portrayed as 
African, the second as Asian, the third as Caucasian 
or European. All races and nationalities are          
suggested as being present: everyone is included in 
the  revealing of the Christ child in our world... 
One of the great dangers in thinking about the 
Christmas stories is that of sentimentality. We can 
look at the crib and think how beautiful it is and 
how lovely the Christ child appears. Do we reflect, 
though, that the actual Christ child, the baby Jesus, 
had the features and colouring of an infant from 
the Middle East? Whatever Jesus actually looked 
like, we can be sure that he did not have blue eyes, 
fair hair and light skin; Mary and Joseph likewise. 

One of the lessons of the Epiphany is that God does 
not discriminate among people. Anyone who 
acknowledges their need of God is welcome in 
God’s presence. The way in which people today 
should be able to learn what God is like is by         
observing the disciples of Jesus. Do we welcome 
strangers who come to our Eucharistic                   
celebrations? Do we make distinctions, or think 
that we have a privileged place in God’s sight? The 
Gospel message challenges us to examine how we 
think, and to see the world and the Church as God 
does. The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘showing’. In this 
feast, Christ is shown as the light of the nations and 
that light should shine out today through the     
people of God to everyone in welcome, acceptance 
and love, irrespective of what nationality they are, 
what their sexual orientation or their person        
circumstances may be. For that, we are all             
responsible.                                         The Living Word 

 

Lectionary Art and Reflection  
Epiphany is the feast of the Star 
child. The story of the Magi is    
another detail in the rich            
embroidery of prophecy, miracles 
and tradition that binds Matthew's 
infancy narrative together. Here 
the newborn Hebrew child has a 
significance beyond his social and 
historical frame: Christ came to 
save the world.   

Jenny Close, LiturgyHelp 

Official Papal Tweet 
In its genuine simplicity, the nativity scene reminds 
us it is not the quantity of things that counts in life, 

but the quality of  relationships. Drawing our gaze to 
God, who is poor in  possessions and rich in love, it   

recalls us to what is essential.  



Plenary Council 
Have you been a part of the Plenary Council process 
of listening, prayer, dialogue and discernment?  Do 
you feel called to express your interest in being a  

delegate from our diocese?  If so, you must be  

available for the following dates:  

1. Preparation and formation days for delegates: 
Choose ONE of the following four dates:  
a.  Melbourne: Thursday 5.00pm 18 June 2020 –  
   Saturday 12.00pm  20 June  2020. 
b.  Brisbane: Thursday 5.00pm 25 June 2020 –  
   Saturday 12.00pm 27 June 2020. 
c.  Sydney: Thursday 5.00pm 16 July 2020 –  
   Saturday 12.00pm 18 July 2020. 
d.  Perth: Thursday 5.00pm 23 July 2020 –  
   Saturday 12.00pm 25 July 2020.  
2. Plenary Council General Assembly 1: Sunday 

2.00pm 4 October 2020 – Sunday 12.00pm   
11 October 2020. 

3. Plenary Council General Assembly 2: Monday 
12.00pm  28 June 2021 – Saturday 12.00pm   
3 July  2021. 

Anyone who cannot be available for all of these dates, 
unfortunately is ineligible to be called. Also, please 
note that the minimum required age for delegates is 
16 years of age. Speak with your Parish priest, school 
principal or agency leader today about the details.  
Expressions of Interest due by 12 January 2020. 
 

Offertory Roster  
It is time to update the Offertory gifts  
roster. Should you wish to be added to 
the weekend Mass roster, or taken off 
the roster, please contact the Office on 
6583 1024 by Monday, 6 January. 
 

Vinnies Christmas Appeal 
Donations for Vinnies Christmas  
Appeal 2019 are still being   
gratefully accepted.  Envelopes are 
available from Church entrance.  
Alternatively you can donate on-line 
at: www.donate.vinnies.org.au 

 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                       From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Anniversaries: Kevin McDonnell, Emily O’Reilly, 
Stan Condon, Kevin Freeman.  
Other Mass Intentions:  Simone Vella, Gervais 
Koenig, Leonie Johnston, Daphne DeZilva, Hilton 
Dodds, Minnie Downes, Nora Downes Roberts, 
Beryl Thomas, Molly & Robert Friggens,  Marija 
Miller, donor intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening in our parish … 

 A Journey into the Catholic Faith will resume 
on Wednesday, 29 January 2020. 

 Check changes to Mass times for January. 
 

Wellbeing Forum 
Village residents, prospective residents, friends 
and family are invited to attend a Wellbeing Forum. 
There will be several guest speakers providing a 
vast range of information relevant to all. 
Topics to be discussed include: 
 Homecare - new formats with packages and 

what is available. 
 Residential Care - preparation and process. 
 Lifestyle, health & wellness in the villages 
 Independent Living Units (Retirement villas), 

availability and opportunities – open house.  
When:  
 Wednesday, 29  January at Tenison Woods 

Centre in St Agnes’ Village, Lochinvar Place.  
 Starting at 11am, including light lunch and  
 concluding at 2.00pm. 
 Thursday, 30 January at John Worner Centre 

in Lourdes Village, Davoran Drive.  
 Starting at 11.00am, including light lunch and 
 concluding at 2.00pm.  
Please register your name by calling Donnelly 
House on 5525 3600 by Friday, 24 January 2020 
for catering purposes. We hope to see you there. 
 

 Blood Donations 

Donating blood is an  
important community  
service requiring new  
donors to ensure there is  
sufficient blood for those 
in need, especially at this 
time of the year. To find 
out how to become a  
donor, or for more  
information, call 131 495 
or visit the website: 
www.donateblood.com.au. 
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Do not say, ‘Why is it that   
former days were better  
than these?’ For it is not  

from wisdom that you ask  
about this. 

Ecclesiastes 7:10 

‘Today we invoke the Mother of 
God, who gathers us together as 
a people of believers. O Mother, 
give birth to hope within us and 

bring us unity. Woman of  
salvation, to you we entrust this 

year. Keep it in your heart.’  
                  Pope Francis 



 
 
READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
 
  

7.30am: Brian English 
 Sonia West 
  Greg Grace 
 

9.00am: Adelle Groeneveld 
 Wendy Schumann 
 Tess Koning 
 

5.00pm: Marraki Kilpatrick 
 Sarah Jennings 

 Penny Prince 

 
GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: E Gardiner & Family 

 
THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Kathy-Ann Henderson 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy during school 
holidays 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

 
6pm Vigil: No Mass in January 
 

 
7.30am:  Kevin Lewis 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kay Farrawell 
 Jennifer Crossing 
 
 

9.00am: Gary Gallagher 
 Pat Daley 
 Sandra Hartas 
 Sue Williams 
 
 

5.00pm: Cath Freeman 
 Diane Hughes 
 Sophie Priddis 
 Vanessa Denham 

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
Baptism of the Lord 
Year A 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
Psalm 28 
Acts 10:34-38 
Matthew 3:13-17 

ROSTERS 11-12 January 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: No Vigil Mass in January 2020. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: No 9.30am Mass in January 2020.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT  
Rollands Plain Rd, Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE  
Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie 
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil Mass for January only 
Sunday: No 8.00am Mass in January 2020.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“You are never too old to set  
another goal or to dream a  

new dream."  
 

CS Lewis 
________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
\ 
 

Tuesday 7 January 
St Raymond of Penyafort 

 
 
 
 

 


