
1-2 February 2020 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

At the annual Beginning Mass for staff of the Parish’s schools and childcare centres, I welcomed each and every one 
of the staff, new and old, and I expressed the hope that they had enjoyed a good break and were ready for the year 
ahead. 
 

The year ahead is going to be a year of change and challenge for the governance of Catholic Education in our Parish 
and in our Diocese. These changes have rightly come about because of our mistakes and failures as priests and 
teachers in the past and because of that, in order to continue to provide Christ-centred educational opportunities 
for families in our Parish and in our Diocese , we have to change. 
 

The first change is a new company has been established. This company is known as the Diocese of Lismore Catholic 
Schools Limited. This company will be governed by a board of 10 people, 2 priests and 8 lay people. The members 
of the board have a range of qualifications that they bring to the table – clergy, teachers, accountants, lawyers, 
administrators and more. All but one of the board live in the Diocese and 4 of the board are from Port, Laurieton 
and Kempsey. One of the 10, Dr Sally Towns, is the first Chief Executive Officer. The inaugral meeting of this board 
will be in early February. 
 

Once the board of this new company meets and begins operating any changes will be gradual and systemic and it 
has been promised that each step will be communicated to all of us prior to any change taking place.  
 

Using the analogy of a traditional family of two parents and their children, the way I see how things will work going 
forward is like this. The new company and each individual parish are entering into a marriage. It pays us to 
remember that in any marriage there will be successes and failures. There will be good times and bad. There will be 
the joys and sorrows. As I point out to couples who come to be married each of these things comes to every 
marriage and every life and so as these changes take place they are to be expected in ours as time goes on. 
 

Also, it is critical to note that one partner is not taking over the other. Both will still share the responsibility of what 
happens in the relationship. It is very much a partnership so don’t expect one to fade away into nothing. 
 

Each and every school then, in each Parish in the Diocese is to be supported and cared for, just as responsible 
parents would care for their children. Together they form a family, a Christian family.  
 

I made it very clear to everyone that as these changes start to take place there is one thing that will never change. 
As a Christian family at the very centre of who we are and what we do is Jesus Christ. That is, and will always be, 
totally non-negotiable. He is our guide, our friend, our protector, our teacher, our helper, our model and so much 
more.  
 

So as the school year begins may God bless all those in our Parish’s educational endeavours. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr Paul 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

The Presentation of  the Lord 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Louis and Zelie 
Martin - Parents 
of  St Therese 
On 18 October 
2015, Zelie and 
Louis Martin were 
the first-ever mar-
ried couple with children to be canonised in the same 
ceremony. During his homily Pope Francis said, “The 
holy spouses Louis Martin and Marie-Azelie Guerin 
practiced Christian service in the family, creating day 
by day an environment of faith & love which nurtured 
the vocations of their daughters, among whom was 
Saint Therese of the Child Jesus."   
As a young lady, Zelie Guerin (1831 – 1877) sought 
unsuccessfully to enter the religious order of Sisters 
of the Hotel-Dieu. Zelie, learned the Alencon lace-
making technique and started her own successful 
lacemaking business. Louis Martin (1823 - 1894) 
spent his early years at various French military posts. 
At twenty-two, Louis sought to enter religious life at 
the monastery of the Augustinian Canons of the Great 
St Bernard Hospice in the Alps but was unable to 
master the required Latin. He eventually settled in 
Alencon where he became a successful watchmaker 
and met Zelie Guerin, who he married on 13 July 
1858. Within fifteen years, Zelie bore nine children, 
seven girls and two boys. Sadly, two baby boys, a five 
year old girl and a six week old infant girl all died  
within three years. When the Martins' last child, 
Therese was born on January 2, 1873 she was very 
weak and doctors feared for the infant's life but she 
was much tougher than anyone realised & survived. 
The series of tragedies intensified the faith and love 
of Louis and Zelie Martin. They poured out their  
affection on their five surviving daughters - Marie 12, 
Pauline 11, Leonie 9, Celine 3, and infant Therese - 
raising them in a home where prayer, the liturgy, and 
practical good works saw all five dedicate their lives 
to Christ.  
Zelie died of breast cancer in August 1877 after an 
illness of 12 years. A short time later, Louis moved his 
family of five girls (ranging in ages from 4 to 17) to 
Lisieux where Therese and her father would visit a 
different church each day and pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
Later, after developing cerebral arteriosclerosis Louis 
was cared for by his daughter, Celine. In August 
1888, he was paralysed by a series of strokes.  
Despite his failing health, Louis managed to attend 
the ceremonies of Therese's clothing in the Carmelite 
habit on January 10, 1889. He died five years later, in 
1894. 

Source: The Society of the Little Flower https://
www.littleflower.org/therese/life-story/ 
 

 

Lake Cathie - Help Please 
Mary Star of the Sea Church, Lake Cathie, is in  
urgent need of a competent keyboard musician to  
volunteer to play at Mass on a Sunday at 8.00am. 
Music will be provided. If you are interested please 
chat to Peter Duhigg on 6585 4925. 
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Reaffirming our Catholic Identity 

Since coming to the Parish in 2018, I have wanted to  
ensure both parishioners and the broader community 
continue to recognise the important role St Agnes’    
Parish has in our community educationally, in aged care, 
pastorally, looking after those in need and more. It is a 
mission that has been faithfully carried out since the 
Parish was established in 1888. 
I regularly hear stories of how people we have helped 
are grateful for what the Parish has done for them, their 
loved ones or complete strangers. However, even 
though there is a great awareness of St Agnes’ Parish, 
our Catholic identity is not obvious to all, particularly in 
relation to our logo. I have on many occasions been 
asked what religious denomination are we? For           
example, people have pulled up out the front to look for 
mass times and look at the signage on both sides of the 
street and then have to ask – what denomination are 
we? As more and more people move to our area, this 
becomes a problem – we are well known as a Parish, but 
not necessarily as a ‘Catholic’ parish.  
Additionally, we have an opportunity to really be proud 
of our faith and the good we do locally. With so much 
bad press the Catholic Church has received nationally 
and internationally, we know for sure that what we do 
locally matters and makes a massive difference to the 
community. 
With all this in mind, I wish to propose a slight change. It 
is a small change that, I think, will make a big difference. 
The proposal is we change the name of St Agnes’ Parish 
to ‘St Agnes’ Catholic Parish’. 
Below is an example of what the logo might look like. 
You will note that while the word ‘Catholic’ has been 
added we have deliberately kept the same design to 
bring our Catholic identity to the forefront of the great 
work of the Parish. This change will remove any doubt 
that everything we do is inextricably linked to and     
driven by our Catholic faith. 

 I would love to know what you think. You can either tell 
me in person, or complete a form, available in the       
Presbytery by Friday, 14 February.                            Fr Paul. 
 

Mass Attendance Count 

Over the coming 3 weekends there will be 
the annual Mass attendance count. This  

information is requested by Lismore each 
year. The wardens will be asked to do the 
count at each of the Masses held in our 
Church and Chapels. 

https://www.littleflower.org/therese/life-story/
https://www.littleflower.org/therese/life-story/


Seeking Suitably Experienced  
Company Directors 

St Agnes’ Parish’s two companies, St Agnes’ Assist &  
St Agnes’ Care & Lifestyle, are seeking nominations 
from interested, suitably experienced persons for roles 
as Company Directors. Each company is a registered   
charity and operates as a Company Limited by        
Guarantee. These are unpaid positions & are generally 
instated for a three year term. The Board of Directors 
meet bi-monthly throughout the year, commencing late 
February. We are very interested in hearing from a 
wide cross-section of the community and are seeking to     
establish a diverse membership of board directors.     
Applicants must be over the age of 18 (other conditions 
will be advised) and not an employee of the company/s. 
We have positions available in both companies and are 
particularly seeking persons with skills and/or  
experience in any of the following areas: business  
development, legal, aged care (home care, residential, 
dementia care or independent living), disability  
services, early childhood services, communications, 
property  development, strategic planning, information  
technology and marketing. For information on the  
Company Director roles, duties, conditions and an  
application form contact Karen Kovac, Company  
Secretary on  kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au or 
(02) 6588 7444. 

 

Veneration & Visitation of Relics 

The relics of St Therese of Lisieux and her parents 
arrive from Coffs Harbour on 19 February.  
The reliquary (relics) will be exhibited in our Church. A 
roster is to be prepared for volunteers to come and be 
‘caretakers of the relics’ whilst they are in our care.  

Should you be interested in volunteering to spend 30 
minutes as a caretaker between 2.00pm and 5.00pm 
please contact the Presbytery Office. Parishioners will 
also be invited to come and pray during veneration in 
the afternoon.  
The proposed schedule will be: 
12.00pm Welcoming Ceremony. 
1.00pm Mass (school students will be attending). 
2.00pm Veneration and visitation. 
5.00pm Mass. 
5.45pm Farewell of relics. 
The visitation of the relics is for the Lismore southern 
Deanery, which includes the parishes of Kempsey, 
Camden Haven, Wauchope and Port Macquarie. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                       From the Catechism… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Warren Flanagan, Nicole 
Kelly, Tony Nardella, Nola Robison, Heinrich 
Taucher, Athol Reeves. 
Anniversaries: Molly Ginman, Nick Connolly, 
Beverley Rowan, Kathleen Haxell, Fr B Cotter. 
Other Mass Intentions: Cyril & Eileen Bennett, 
John & Kathleen Carroll, Peggy Collins, Beryl 
Thomas, Helen Woolford, Tony & Trudy Baker,  
Marija Miller, donor intentions & masses of  
thanksgiving. 

Maintain Your Brain! 
Savvy Singers recommence  at 12 noon on     
Monday, 3 February, at the Tenison Woods     
Centre, Lochinvar Place, St Agnes Village.  This 
group undertakes singing and cognitive therapy in 
order to stay focused and healthy. Sessions are for 
one hour and we warmly welcome new chums to 
come along for a no charge “taster” to see if it’s for 
you. No auditions and no performances - just  
activities designed by professionals. For more   
information please call Robyn on 0407 007 994. 

 

Journey into Catholic Faith  
Continues on Wednesday, 5 February in the Youth 

Hub at 5.45pm. This week’s topic will be:  

What Is the Meaning of the Death and  

Resurrection of Jesus? 

The last 3 chapters of the Gospels according to 
Sts Matthew, Mark and Luke, and the 4 last  
chapters of St John’s relate the Paschal Mystery 
which comprises the suffering, death, resurrection 
and glorification of Jesus. By his Cross and  
Resurrection, Jesus heals us from sin and enables 
us to become children of God. Come & rediscover 
this unfathomable mystery of God’s mercy and  
exclaim with St Paul: Jesus “loved me and gave 
himself for me!” 

 

Parish Hospitality for February 
Our parish hospitality dates in  

February for weekend Masses in  

St Agnes’ Church will be: 

Sunday, 9 February 
9.00am Mass     Hosted by St Agnes’ Primary. 

5.00pm Mass     Hosted by MacKillop College. 

Sunday, 16 February 
5.00pm Mass     Hosted by St Peter’s Primary. 

Sunday, 23 February 
9.00am Mass     Hosted by Newman College. 
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“He must increase,  
but I must decrease.” 

John 3:30 

“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.” 

Galatians 6:9 

Happy Birthday to Fr Peter for  
Wednesday! 

Many happy returns and all God’s  
blessings for the coming year. 

mailto:kkovac@pac.stagnesparish.org.au


 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
6pm Vigil: Gae Green 
 George Searson 
 Suzanne Savage 
  

7.30am: Joanne Hogan 
 David Hogan 
 Jim O’Brien 
 

9.00am: Denise Puzas 
 Trish Green 
 Beth Flynn 
 

5.00pm: Andrea Gutierrez-Valverde 

 Georgia Ryan 
 Kate Field 
  Vanessa Denham 
 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: L English & Family 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: N & B Moore 

 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Erlinda Smith 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
To be advised 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Kym Condon 
 Jan O’Sullivan 
 Peter Brooks 
 Sue Williams 
 

7.30am:  Anne O’Brien 
 Greg Grace 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Kay Farrawell 
 

9.00am: Mike Hawtin 
 Cathy Hawtin 
 Gary Gallagher 
 Sandra Hartas 
 
 

5.00pm: Timo Gobius 
 Marg  Gobius 
 Carol Briscoe 
 Peter Briscoe 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A  
 

Isaiah 58:7-10 
Psalm 111 
Corinthians 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16 

ROSTERS 8-9 February 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plains Road, 
Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive,  
Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“ With courage you will dare  
to take risks, have the strength 
to be compassionate, and the 

wisdom to be humble.  
Courage is the foundation of 

integrity”  
 

Mark Twain 
 

________________________ 
 

FEAST DAYS 
\ 
 

Monday 3 February 
St Blaise 
St Ansgar 

 
Wednesday 5 February 

St Agatha 
 

Thursday 6 February 
St Paul Miki & Companions 

 
Saturday 8 February 

St Jerome Emillani 
St Josephine Bakhita 


