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The relics of 
Saints Louis, Zelie and Therese Martin 

By Bishop Gregory Homeming OCD 
 

The relics of St Therese of Lisieux and her parents St Louis and St Marie-Azelie (Zelie) will be taken through a number of 
dioceses early in 2020. Many people wonder why the Church persists in what seems to be a mediaeval piety, an archaic 
practice.  Why tour the remains of saints and make them available for the veneration of the faithful? Is this an outdated 
superstition? 
Despite the scenes of intense religious devotion around relics, there is certainly nothing magical or talisman like about 
the relics of saints. Of themselves, relics are not holy. It is more correct to say, they are the remains of a holy person, a 
saint, and on account of their connection to that holy person are revered. 
In Australia we are used to caring for and respecting sacred sites. A place may be sacred for a number of reasons. It may 
be a place of spiritual significance to a people who identify with and are defined by that place; as is the case with many 
indigenous Australians. It may be a place where an important event took place and now is part of the national identity, 
such as Gallipoli. It may be a building in which over hundreds of years people have prayed and worshiped, such as a 
church or cathedral. 
We all have souvenirs of people we have loved, insignificant items of little value, but to us they are treasured gems 
which move us to remember a loved one or an event. When the item attaches to a person it can bring to mind the 
attributes and goodness of the person. In some cases, it can even encourage us to live according to higher values. The 
relics of saints fall into this category. Relics are physical remains which connect us with the goodness and holiness of the 
saint. They remind us of the saint and through the saint move us to live better lives. 
The saints who are "visiting" Australia are a mother, a father and their daughter. St Louis and St Zelie are the only 
married couple to have been canonized, and they have a daughter who was called by Pope St Pius X, the greatest saint of 
the modern times. St Therese, who died in 1897, was a woman of precocious virtue and prayer. She says, "For me, 
prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing 
both trial and joy." She shows us that holiness is simple and hidden, it does not seek recognition but turning away from 
self to God, it makes within the human heart a place for Jesus. 
As is the case with Jesus, holiness and goodness does not exist in a vacuum. It has a context. In Jesus' case the context 
was the holy family. Extraordinary goodness does not exist in isolation. If you see a good child, you can generally 
presume that this goodness comes through the parents. Jesus was taught by Mary and St Joseph. St Therese is the 
daughter of holiness. The Church recognized that goodness is caught, and so investigated her parents, and found two 

saints. 
These three saints show us the integrity of virtue and holiness. The path to 
holiness, is the path of struggle and ordinary life. It is carried and lived with 
love, and dependence on God. They experienced the mercy of the Father 
and this mercy crafted the way they lived and loved. In this they are of great 
relevance for us. They have been where we are, and have together allowed 
God to perfect them.  Being a family, the Martins prove that the family is 
the seed ground of holiness and goodness. We can learn from them. 
Visit one of the churches which will host the relics. Pray and experience the 
saints. You will experience God and perhaps your life will change. As with a 
sacred site or souvenir, you can, through the saint, experience and connect 
with the holiness of God. 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

   by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Veneration & Visitation of Relics of 

St Therese, Louis and Zelie Martin 

St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday 19 February  
The proposed schedule will be: 
12.00pm Welcoming Ceremony. 
1.00pm Mass (school students will be attending). 
2.00pm Veneration and visitation. 
5.00pm Mass.  
5.45pm Farewell of relics. 
The visitation of the relics is for the Lismore southern 
Deanery, which includes the parishes of Kempsey, 
Camden Haven, Wauchope and Port Macquarie. 

 

Tips for venerating Saintly relics ... 
The veneration of relics is an ancient tradition in the 
Catholic Church that finds its origins in the life of    
Jesus Christ (think of the woman who touched Jesus’ 
cloak and was healed). There are several ways to 
show respect to the Saints in the presence of their 
relics. Here are some suggestions – you can: 

  perform a simple exterior gesture (for example a 
 touch of the glass case that houses the relic); 

  make the sign of the cross in front of the relic in 
 prayer; 

  sit in quiet reflection in the company of the relic 
 raising your heart and mind to God; 

 stand or kneel near the relic in a prayerful  

 attitude, invoking the intercession of the saint as 
 you place your request before God. 

Note: You should not genuflect before the relic in a 
way similar to genuflecting before the Blessed      
Sacrament. Christ alone is reserved that type of    
veneration. 

 Please note Mass this Wednesday is 
5.00pm not 5.15pm. 

 
 

Prayer in Memory of St Therese 
Loving God, as we remember St Therese  

and her holy family, teach us to live  
each moment as missionary   

disciples in love and generosity.  
May her little way lead us to discern  

your will in loving surrender to what the Spirit  
is saying and may we know that with  

you everything  is grace.  
Amen. 
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Parish Lenten Program 

Ash Wednesday is 26 February, so it is time to begin 
preparing for our Parish Lenten Program. If you are 
interested in leading a group please contact the  
Presbytery Office and advise: 
1. Name and contact details. 
2. Location for Lenten group. 
3. Day and time for group meeting. 
4. Number of people you prefer to have in a group 

(usually 10 maximum). 
It is not too late to form a group! Below is a list of the 
current groups. If you would like to form a group, or 
partake in one of the groups listed below please  
contact the Presbytery office.  

 We will be using the Wollongong Diocese Lenten  
program with the theme of ‘Grace’. Lenten groups 
enable us to prepare spiritually for the Easter season. 
Lent is a time of renewal in faith, hope and love. 
 

‘Grace’ Lenten Reflection Books 

Lenten Reflection books have arrived! These are free 
of charge and can be collected from the Sacristy and 
Chapels following weekend Masses. They can also 
be collected from the Presbytery Office and  
MacKillop Gift shop Monday to Friday. 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 
26 February 

St Agnes’ Church 
7.30am, 12.05pm, 5.15pm. 

Star of the Sea Chapel, Lake Cathie 
8.00am. 

St Francis of Assisi Chapel 
9.30am. 

 
 

Donation envelopes are available for collection  
this weekend from the Church and Chapels. 

Leader/Location Day & Time 

Kay Bain 
Parish Hall 

Wednesday 10.00am 
26 February 

Maureen McCabe 
Lake Cathie Chapel 

Wednesday 1.00pm 
26 February 

Joan Lancaster 
Presbytery boardroom 

Wednesday 5.30pm 
26 February 

St Agnes’ Church 
 

Tuesday 5.45pm 
Adoration & Reflection 

Anne O’Brien &  
Tony Worner 
Parish boardroom 

Thursday 5.00pm 
27 February 



National Day of Prayer & Fasting 

The annual National Day of Prayer and Fasting will be 
held on Saturday, 22 February. On this day Church 
leaders and Christians are asked to pray and fast   
between 10.00am and 4.00pm for a spiritual        
awakening in Australia and for people to renew their 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s League 
Presentation Mass 

The CWL Presentation Mass will be 
held on Friday, 21 February at 
12.05pm in St Agnes’ Church     
followed by a shared lunch at the 
John Worner Centre. This is the 
first meeting for 2020. All visitors 
and new members are welcome. 
For more information contact Irene 
0407 245 437 or Helen 6583 5391. 

 

Journey into Catholic Faith  
Wednesday, 19 February in the Youth Hub at 5.45pm 
For more information contact Vanessa on  

0447 992 986. This week’s topic will be.  

What Are the Four Marks of the Church  
Founded by Christ? 

The Church founded by Christ is one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic. The Church is one because she has as 
her source the one God in Three Divine Persons and 
“has but one faith, one sacramental life, one apostolic 
succession, one common hope, and one and the 
same charity.” The Church is holy insofar as the Most 
Holy God is her author and in her “one finds the      
fullness of the means of sanctification and salvation.” 
The Church is catholic, that is, universal, insofar as 
Christ is present in her...proclaims the full and the   
totality of the faith...and is sent out by Christ on a   
mission to the whole of human race. The Church is 
apostolic because she has been built on foundations 
of the Apostles, and “is taught, sanctified, and guided 
by the apostles through their successors,” who are the 
bishops in communion with the Pope.  
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                       From the Catechism… 

 

Quotes from St Therese  
 
 
 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Marie Burke, Marie Patrick, 
James Eichmann, Mavis Slater, Amy Ward. 
Anniversaries: Clare and Joe Martin, Terry 
White, Jean Sparrow, Kevin Franklin, Thomas 
Henry Moon, John Herring, Leonie Cleary, Ian 
Binder. 
Other Mass Intentions: Members of Chilko  
family, Kathleen O’Neill, Beverley Rowan, Simone 
Vella, Cyril and Eileen Bennett, John and Kathleen 
Carroll, Beryl Thomas, Helen Woolford, Kathleen 
Haxell,  Tony & Trudy Baker, Marija Miller, donor 
intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening this week … 

 Filipino Mass - 16 February at 11.30am.  
 Journey into Catholic Faith for Children, 

Tuesday 18 February - 4.45pm Youth Hub. 
 Visitation of Relics -19 February. 
 Journey into the Catholic Faith - Wednesday, 

19 February - 5.45pm in Youth Hub. 
 Parish hospitality - 23 February: 
 9.00am Newman College. 
 Rosary and adoration held every Thursday 

at 3.00pm in Lake Cathie Church. 
 

Volunteers Needed  
Catholic Care of the Aged: 
Lifestyle Volunteers – Residential Facilities. To 
assist with residents lifestyle & wellbeing through 
one to one visits to help support emotional and 
spiritual needs through leisure interests. Complete 
flexibility around visit days and times. 

St Agnes’ Church:  
Sacristy & Church Carers - Help maintain the 
Church environment by changing altar cloths, 
cleaning surfaces, polishing vases, candleholders 
etc. Only rostered 5 times per year with your team.  

Community Services:  
Child Minding – Tuning In To Kids. Help with    
entertaining children whilst parent/s attend a 6 
week program run by Centacare to develop  
children’s emotional skills. Need to be available 
on Thursdays 10.00am-12.30pm. 
 

Program Assistance– Come Yarn And Play.  
Support staff, residents and children involved in 
the Intergenerational Playgroup at Maryknoll    
Hostel on Fridays,10.30am -12.30pm.  Program 
runs during the school term.  
For more information on any of the volunteer roles 
please contact Tanya, Volunteer Co ordinator on  

6588 7444. 
 

Seniors Concert 

Wednesday 19 February at Port Panthers. Doors 
will open at 9.00am with a free morning tea.  
Concert will start at 9.30am. Organised by  
Hastings Combined Seniors. Entertainment will be 
provided by local performers. 
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‘What matters in life, is 
not great deeds, but 

great love.’ 

‘Little things done out 
of love are those that 
delight the heart of 

Christ.’ 



 
 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Margaret Donnelly 
 Maureen Dick 
 Robert Green 
  

7.30am: Sonia West 
 Sandy Luschwitz 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Richard O’Brien 
 Gary Gallagher 
 Tess Koning 
 

5.00pm: Marraki Kilpatrick 
 Hannah Jennings 
 Suzanne Savage 
 Sarah Jennings 
 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof  
 & B Kenny 
7.30am: Val Craig 
9.00am: S Hartas 
 

 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Saidee Talty 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Leisa Nardella 
 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Gae Green 
 Des Grissell 
 Vanessa Denham 
 

7.30am:  Geoff Leary 
 Dianne Gander 
 David Hogan 
 Sandra Hartas 
 

9.00am: Jacob Soerensen 
 Jenny Soerensen 
 Pat Daley 
 Sue Williams 
 
 

5.00pm: Sophie Priddis 
 Tina Madden 
 Diane Hughes 
 Tim McCosker 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A  
 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
Psalm 102 
Corinthians 3:16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 

ROSTERS 22-23 February 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plains Road, 
Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive,  
Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Love cannot remain by itself, 
it has no meaning. Love has  
to be put into action and that  

action is service.” 
 

St Teresa of Calcutta 
___________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 17 February 
The Seven Holy Founders 

of the Servite Order 
 

Friday 21 February 
St Peter Damian 

 
Saturday 22 February 
The Chair of St Peter  

the Apostle 
 
 

 


