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Encountering Jesus 

Going to Jacob’s well was her daily chore. She went to the well with the heavy weight of the water jar on her 

shoulder and the heavy weight of people’s judgment in her heart. That was why she chose the unusual time to 

come to the well, about noon.  

Ordinary women from her place wouldn’t come to the well at noon. They came to the well in the evening 

(Genesis 24:11). But she was not an ordinary woman. She was an extraordinary one. In the eyes of others in her 

town, she was a sinful woman, someone they would like to talk about and not talk to. She had lived with five 

different husbands. And now she lived with a sixth man. This might be the reason she came to the well at an 

unusual time. She wanted to avoid the embarrassment of people staring at her with their judgmental eyes.  

Jesus chose the same time, an unusual time. The reason was similar. Jesus heard that people, especially the 

Pharisees started to talk about his increasing popularity. So, he decided to go back to Galilee. John writes Jesus 

was tired from his journey. He wanted to rest (4:6), so he went to the well at an unusual time.  

But it was at a moment like this the encounter occurred. It was a very special encounter between a “sinful” 

woman who wanted to avoid people and the tired Lord who didn’t want to be disturbed. It was an unplanned 

encounter but ended up with a long conversation. If the definition of a prayer is conversation with the Lord, this 

is the longest prayer in the gospel.  

John writes at the end of the conversation at chapter 28: “The woman left her water jar and ran to the town.” 

That was the first time in her life she went back home without the burden of her water jar on her shoulder and 

the burden of shame in her heart. After the encounter with Jesus, her life became lighter. Jesus has freed her 

from her every day burden. She ran back to the town to tell others that she has encountered the messiah and 

was a sinner no more.  

Many of us live with our everyday burdens; 

marriage breakdown, the death of a loved one, 

unpaid bills, the unreachable dreams. We carry 

these heavy burdens like the Samaritan woman. 

Here, we have her story about the need to 

encounter Jesus. We too need to encounter him, 

tell him our story and to let him lift these burdens 

from our shoulder. And if we experience this kind 

of salvation from our encounter with him, we 

need to tell our story so that other people might 

come to him as well and find salvation.     
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  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

The Purpose of the Scrutinies 
Some people feel quite uncomfortable with the term 
"scrutiny". The word "scrutinise" means to examine in 
minute detail, and we may feel that it is intrusive or 
hypocritical to pry into the lives and motives of those 
who wish to join the church. Because of those  

misgivings, the term "rites of healing & strengthening" 
is sometimes used instead. The ritual book says that 
the purpose of the scrutinies is to "heal all that is 
weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect" 
and "to give them strength in Christ, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life". The rite also describes the 
scrutinies as "rites for self-searching and repentance".  

(RCIA 128).  Elizabeth Harrington 

Congratulations to Tahlia Watts who is celebrating 
her First Scrutiny at 9.00am Mass this weekend. 

Please pray for her  and encourage her on  
her faith journey.  

 

Youth United: Encounter Youth Group 
Encounter Youth Group journeys with young people 
in faith, spreading the Gospel message through  
fellowship and community. The Youth Ministry  
Officers of St Agnes’ Catholic Parish (under the  
guidance of the Parish Youth Coordinator, Rachael 
Kama) work together every Sunday evening to break 
open the Word of God to young people. Whether it’s a 
rally, social evening, a prayer night or Connect, every 
night is designed for young people to meet Jesus 
where they’re at and know that they are loved by 
God. Encounter is very blessed to be supported by  
Fr Paul and Fr Peter who visit at times and help with 
session activities. Encounter may also feature guest 
speakers from local and diocesan communities.  
Encounter kicks off every Sunday at the 5pm Youth 
and Family Mass followed by dinner (cost is $5.00) 
and activities at the Youth Hub in Horton Street until 
8pm. For more information, please follow our  
instagram account: encounter.youth.united. We ask 
that you continue to keep YMOs Will, Georgia, Conor, 
Marraki, Chloe and Amelia  in your prayers as they 
lead Encounter in 2020. 

Feedback from Relics Visit 
Following our wonderful experience of hosting the  
relics of St Therese and her parents Louis and Zelie 
Martin, Catholic Mission have asked that anyone who 
would like to share their experience to send a short 
email to: communications@catholicmission.org.au 
setting out how your participation affected you and 
what the experience meant to you. These will be  
included on the Catholic Mission website without any 
identifying information and then sent to Lisieux so 
they can have a record of how the pilgrimage was 
received in Australia. 
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Parish Lenten Groups 

Lent is a time of renewal in faith, hope and love and 
Lenten groups enable us to prepare spiritually for the 
Easter season. Below is a list of our Lenten groups. 

 

What’s happening during Lent &  
Easter in our Parish? 

A flyer is available in our church and chapels  
outlining the Parish Lenten and Easter program,  
including Easter Sunday Mass times. Any questions 
please contact the Presbytery Office. 
 

Retreat in Wauchope 
Theme ‘Lord teach us to pray.’ 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Wauchope is holding a 
three night retreat commencing at 7.00pm over the 
following nights: 
 Tuesday, 17 March. 
 Wednesday 18 March. 
 Thursday 19 March. 
The retreat moderator will be Fr Joe D’Souza OCD. 
Any questions please contact Wauchope Parish on 
6585 1464. 
 

Biblical Wisdom for Coronavirus 
‘Stay calm and don't lose your head.’ St. John the 
Baptist. 
‘This is not the Apocalypse.’ St. John the Evangelist. 
‘Wash your hands often.’  Pontius Pilate. 
‘Avoid greeting people with a hug and kiss.’  Judas. 
‘Don't touch your eyes, nose, mouth or any open 
wounds.’  St. Thomas the Apostle. 
‘Pets and other animals cannot spread this disease.’ 
St. Francis of Assisi. 

Envelopes can be placed on the weekend collection 
plates. Thank you for your generosity. 

Leader/Location Day & Time 

St Agnes’ Church 
Adoration & Reflection 

Tuesday 5.45pm 
 

Kay Bain 
 

Wednesday 10.00am 
Presbytery boardroom 

Maureen McCabe 
 

Wednesday 1.00pm 
Lake Cathie Chapel 

Joan Lancaster & 
Marg Gobius 

Wednesday 5.30pm 
Presbytery boardroom 

Anne O’Brien &  
Tony Worner 

Thursday 5.00pm 
Parish boardroom 

mailto:communications@catholicmission.org.au


Journey into Catholic Faith  
Continues on Wednesday, 18 March in the Youth Hub 
at 5.45pm.  For more information contact Vanessa on 
0447 992 986. This week’s topic will be.  

 

Mary and the Four Last Things 
Mary was conceived immaculate. As a virgin, she  
became the Mother of God by bearing Jesus Christ. 
She was without sin, was assumed body and soul into 
heaven, and is the Mother of the Church. The Four 
Last Things are death, judgement, heaven and hell. 
Death is the separation of the body and the soul. After 
death, the body corrupts while the soul will go to meet 
the judgement of God, in accord with his faith and his 
works. Those who die in the grace of God, will enter 
heaven, where God gives the vision of his face and 
shares his divine life with them, either immediately or 
after purification in purgatory. Those who die in mortal 
sin through their free choice will be separated from 
God in hell, the place of punishment of damned souls, 
the devil and his angels. 

 

 

Fire Appeal 
Letter from Bishop Greg  

‘Some of you have been  
wondering how our Fire  
Appeal is going. I’m happy to 
report that as of 28.2.2020, we 
have raised $137,122.28. Of 
this, $122,877.50 has been 
distributed, which leaves us 
with a remainder in balance of $14,244.78. 
The money has been used for the following purposes: 
 123 households have been given  
 $500 = $61,500. 
 $40,000 has been given to Richmond Valley 

Council to allow them to clear fence lines. 
 $1,377.50 was given to Rappville Cemetery to 

rebuild a fence; and 
 $20,000 was given to Macleay Rural Supplies 

who allocated the money to assist the needy in 
that area. 

We are still receiving applications for the $500  
donation.’                    Bishop Greg Homeming OCD 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
   Episcopuss Wisdom…                      From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Simone Vella, Kevin Leys, 
Moireen Stacey, Gwen Curtis, Bernard Amigable 
Sr, Jhuno Bitco, James Corsanes, Felicitas 
Corsanes, Anastacia Palahang, Erlinda Rabago. 
Anniversaries: Margaret Seaborn, Joan Porritt, 
Raquel Familar, Luigi Guarnieri, John Mackey, 
George Hollington, Brendan Mackey. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Kathleen & Allen Woods, 
Susan & William Brooks, John A & John P Woods, 
William Skane, William Cavanagh, Hilton Dodds, 
Phyllis Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien, Edward 
O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie  
Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner,  
Marjorie Carnie, deceased members of Dunn, 
O’Brien & Reilly families, Br Michael O’Connor, 
Beryl Thomas, Betty Rennie, Mary & Anthony 
Sarks, Danny Sarks, Daphne DeZilva,  
donor intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening this week … 

 15 March - 11.30am Filipino Mass. 
 17 March - 5.15pm Mass followed by Lenten 

Adoration and Reflection. 
 18 March - Journey into Catholic Faith. 
 20 March - CWL meeting. 
 Rosary and Adoration held every Thursday 

at 3.00pm in Lake Cathie Church. 

 

CWL Meeting 
The Catholic Women’s League meeting will be 
held on Friday 20 March at 1.30pm in the John 
Worner Centre. New members and visitors are 
most welcome. For further information please  
contact Irene on 0407 245 437. 
 

Emmaus DA Approved 
In December, the Parish lodged a Development 
Application (DA) to upgrade the existing building 
known as Emmaus (South) on Colonel Barney 
Drive. The DA was approved by Council last week 
and means the detailed design will now go to the 
St Agnes Care & Lifestyle Board for approval in 
September.  
A DA to develop the vacant land next to Emmaus 
to build a dedicated service to look after those with 
dementia is still with Council. For any updates on 
these DAs, please visit the website: 
www.ccamasterplan.org.au. 
 

Coronavirus 
Parishioners are reminded to be aware of the  
precautionary steps that have been mandated by 
Bishop Greg, to be followed for Masses for the   
duration of the coronavirus.  Copies available at 
Churches & Chapels.  The Parish’s responsibilities 
and the actions to be taken should the need 
arise in the future are also outlined in this letter.
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‘There is no true peace 
without fairness, 
truth, justice and  

solidarity.’ 
Pope John Paul II 

‘The Earth will not 
continue to offer its 
harvest, except with 

faithful  
stewardship.’ 

Pope John Paul II 

http://www.ccamasterplan.org.au


 
 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: Jodie Rich 
 Wayne Evans 
 Barry Johnson 
  

7.30am: Saidee Talty 
 Shane Talty 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 

9.00am: Trish Green 
 Beth Flynn 
 Gary Gallagher 
 

5.00pm: Sarah Jennings 
 Hannah Jennings 
 Amelia Stennett 
 Conor Hudson 
 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: W VanKerckhof & 
 B Kenny 
7.30am: S Bale & P Mullin 
9.00am: E Gardiner & Family 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Genevieve Ruhl 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Craig Brazel 
Tahlia Watts 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

6pm Vigil: Des Grissell 
 Gae Green 
 Maureen Dick 
 Denise Smith 
 

7.30am:  Geoff Leary 
 Diane Gander 
 David Hogan 
 Sue Williams 
 

9.00am: Phoebe Morris 
 Peta Rourke 
 Tess Koning 
 Judy Brady 
 
 

5.00pm: Debbie Rennes 
 Kylie Kipreotis 
 Cath Freeman 
 Fran Liddy 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
4th Sunday of Lent 
Year A  
 

Samuel 16:1,6-7, 10-13 
Psalm 22 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

ROSTERS 21-22 March 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plains Road, 
Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive,  
Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 
“The meaning of life is to find 

your gift. The purpose of life is to 
give it away” 

 

William Shakespeare 
___________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Tuesday 17 March 
St Patrick 

 
Wednesday 18 March 
St Cyril of Jerusalem 

 
Thursday 19 March 

St Joseph 
Spouse of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 

 


