
21-22 March  2020 

Dear all, 
 
 As you may know, the Commonwealth Government has banned all indoor gatherings of 100 people or 
more. This has been done to help prevent any spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) which is having a 
significant impact on our world, our community, our parish and our daily lives. 
 

First and foremost our church, St Agnes in Hay Street,  remains open for people to come at any time 
between 9.00am and 6.00pm each day for personal prayer time. There are instructions at the entrance to 
the church explaining where to sit and other requirements in relation to the safety of parishioners and 
visitors. Unfortunately, for the safety of all, especially the most vulnerable of our community, our chapels 
and smaller churches will be closed. 
 

Under instructions from the Bishop, and like many other dioceses around the world, we are cancelling our 
Sunday and Weekday Masses for the time being until we can look at alternative ways of bringing the Mass 
and the Sacraments to our Parish community.  
 

Please also be aware that Confirmation, First Eucharist and First Reconciliation has been postponed until 
further notice. Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be treated on a case by case basis, but please be 
aware that if a service is to be held it will only be in St Agnes’ Church and that no more than 100 people 
can attend. In short, I would advise that the immediate family only be present or that the service be 
conducted outside. eg. Holding the funeral service at the graveside.  
 

What happens beyond this weekend and with the Easter ceremonies is still uncertain, however, I expect 
that these changes will be in place for a longer period due to the changing nature of the medical 
authorities and the government’s advice about this virus. 
 

On our website www.stagnesparish.org.au we will be adding links like: 
 Where to attend mass online.  
 The Sunday readings and a homily from either Fr Peter or myself. 
 The Bishop Barron Lenten reflection that we have been using at the Wednesday evening mass. 
 Other resources for parishioners when they become available so please keep an eye on our website. 
 

Also, our parish’s CEO, Adam Spencer, distributes regular Coronavirus updates that provide information on 
what the Parish is doing locally to prevent the spread of this virus. You can read these updates again on the 
Parish website at: www.stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

For those unable to access the website call into the Presbytery Office and information will be given to you. 
In the meantime, please continue to stay calm and look after yourselves and know that you are in our 
thoughts and prayers and that if we can assist you in any way then ring 6583 1024. 
 
God bless, 
Fr Paul 
  
 

 

 

 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

4th Sunday of Lent 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
http://www.stagnesparish.org.au


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Please join with us in continuing to pray for Tahlia Watts, 
who is being initiated into the Church at Easter.           

This week she celebrates the Second  
Scrutiny with a special blessing as she nears the  

culmination of her catechumenate journey. 
Over the coming weeks we will also be welcoming other 

RCIA candidates who will be received into full             
communion with the Catholic church. We pray that the 
spark of desire for God that already burns within may 

lead them to the fullness of truth in Christ. 
  

A fresh take on the journey home  
to God this Lent 

‘The questions is not ‘how am I to find God?’ but ‘How 
am I to let myself be found by him?’ The question is 
not ‘How am I to know God?’ but ‘How am I to let   
myself be known by God?’ And finally, the question is 
not ‘How am I to love God?’ but ‘How am I to let     
myself be loved by God?’  
God is looking into the distance for me, trying to find 
me and longing to bring me home. 

Henri Nouwen 
 

Journey into Catholic Faith  
Will continue on Wednesday, 25 March in the Youth 
Hub at 5.45pm.  For more information contact 
Vanessa on 0447 992 986. This week’s topic is The 
Lord’s Prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
“Why and how should I pray?” This is the question 
we’ll be reflecting on as we resume our Journey into 
the Catholic Faith. After a review of the main          
elements of Christian prayer, we will let our Lord    
Jesus teach us how to pray by breaking open the 
words the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus taught us this prayer, 
the Our Father, on the day which one of his disciples 
saw him praying and asked him, “Lord, teach us how 
to pray” (Luke 11:1) As Tertullian said, the Lord’s 
Prayer is the “summary of the whole Gospel” and  
according to St Thomas Aquinas, it is “the perfect 
prayer.” Indeed, the Our Father “presents in the form 
of prayer the essential content of the Gospel.” 
 

Baptism Information Night 
Will be held on Thursday, 26 March at 6.000pm in the 
St Agnes’ Church. If you are planning on attending we 
ask that you please call the Presbytery on 6583 1024 
to confirm that it will still be going ahead. 

Donations to Project Compassion can be left at  
the Presbytery Office. 
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Live Streaming of Masses 

Parishioners are invited to watch Masses streamed 
live each Sunday as listed on the back page of the 
parish newsletter. 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
The simple and loving act of Spiritual Communion can be 

made when we are unable to attend Mass and  
receive the Eucharist. Pray these words: 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart. 
As though You have already come, I embrace You and 

unite myself entirely to You; 
never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember 

those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those  

most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from  

home remember those who must choose  
between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 
when their schools close remember those  

who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember  

those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult 

of the economic market remember those  
who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at  
home remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the 

loving embrace of God to our neighbours. 
Amen 

(Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey.) 

Planned Giving 
As there are no weekend Masses, weekly planned 
giving contributions and Clergy donations can  be 

left at the Presbytery Office during the week. 

Papal Tweet 
Our God is near and asks us to be near to one 
another. Perhaps right now we cannot draw 

near physically to others for fear of contagion, 
but we can reawaken in ourselves a habit of 

drawing near to others through  

             prayer and  mutual help.    



Readings for Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

First Reading (16:1,6-7,10-13) 

A reading from the first book of Samuel The Lord said 
to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen  myself 
a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 
caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s    
anointed one stands there before him,’ but the Lord 
said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or 
his height for I have rejected him; God does not see 
as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons 
to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has 
not chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all 
the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one 
left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ 
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not 
sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent 
for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and 
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, 
for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; 
and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed 
with him from that day on. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading   (5:8-14) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You were darkness once, but 
now you are light in the Lord; 
be like children of light, for the 
effects of the light are seen in 
complete goodness and right 
living and truth. Try to        
discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to 
do with the futile works of darkness but exposing them 
by contrast. The things which are done in secret are 
things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but 
anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and 
anything illuminated turns into light.  
That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. Thanks be 
to God. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
   Episcopuss Wisdom…                      From the Catechism… 

 

 
 

 

Recently Deceased: Laurence Field,           
Christopher McInerney, Mary Latham, Viva Brodie, 
Robert Reberger, Simone Vella. 
Anniversaries: Neville Cannen, Michael and 
James Riordan. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Fernanda Odrunia, Bill 
Skane, William Cavanagh, Hilton Dodds, Phyllis 
Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien, Edward  
O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie  
Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner, 
Marjorie Carnie, deceased members of Dunn, 
O’Brien & Reilly families, Br Michael O’Connor, 
Beryl Thomas, Betty Rennie, Daphne DeZilva,  
donor intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Gospel Reading 

A reading from the holy     
Gospel according to John. 

Jn 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38. 

As Jesus went along, he 
saw a man who had been 
blind from birth. He spat on 
the ground, made a paste 
with the spittle, put this over 
the eyes of the blind man 
and said to him, ‘Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means 
‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed him-
self, and came away with his sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen 
him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to 
sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ 
Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man 
himself said, ‘I am the man.’ 

They brought the man who had been blind to 
the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s 
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he 
had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of 
the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: 
he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How 
could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to 
the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about 
him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ 
‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a 
sinner through and through, since you were born!’ 
And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when 
he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he 
is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You 
are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man 
said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.        
The Gospel of the Lord. 
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‘For those who love, 
nothing is too difficult, 

especially when it is 
done for the love of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.’   
St Ignatius 

‘Teach us to give and 
not count the cost.’ 

St Ignatius 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn009


 
 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil:  
  
  
  

7.30am:  
  
  
 

9.00am:  
  
  
 

5.00pm:  
  
  

  
 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil:  
7.30am:  
9.00am:  
 
 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Sue Kingston 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 
 
 

 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

6pm Vigil:  
  
  
  
 

7.30am:   
  
  
  
 

9.00am:  
  
  
 
 

5.00pm:   
  

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
5th Sunday of Lent 
Year A  
 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm 129 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45 

ROSTERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
Parishioners are invited to watch the Masses streamed live each Sunday 
as listed below. 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
Daily Mass 
The 1.00pm daily Mass is streamed live daily (Monday to Friday)  and is 
then available as a  
recording on demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass. 

 Sunday Mass  
On Sundays, the 11.00am Mass is streamed and it is also available as a 
recording on demand.  
Visit the website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  
 

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10.00am Sunday Mass from the 
Cathedral. Visit website: 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  
 

Daily Mass on Demand 
See link for daily Mass accessible via Youtube. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

“And now these three remain: faith, 

hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.” 

 

1 Corinthians 
___________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 
 

Monday 23 March 
St Turbius de Mogrovejo 

 
Wednesday 25 March 

The Annunciation of The Lord 
 
 
 

 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ

