
7-8 March  2020 

Please see below part two of the Lenten message from Pope Francis . 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2020  
 

“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20)  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to prepare to celebrate with renewed hearts the great mystery 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone of our personal and communal Christian life. We must continually 
return to this mystery in mind and heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure that we are open to its 
spiritual power and respond with freedom and generosity.  
 

3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with his children  

The fact that the Lord once again offers us a favourable time for our conversion should never be taken for granted. This new 

opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of gratitude and stir us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic presence of 

evil in our lives, and in the life of the Church and the world, this opportunity to change our course expresses God’s 

unwavering will not to interrupt his dialogue of salvation with us. In the crucified Jesus, who knew no sin, yet for our sake 

was made to be sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), this saving will led the Father to burden his Son with the weight of our sins, thus, in the 

expression of Pope Benedict XVI, “turning of God against himself” (Deus Caritas Est, 12). For God also loves his enemies (cf. 

Mt 5:43-48).  

The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each of us through the paschal mystery of his Son has nothing to do with 

empty chatter, like that attributed to the ancient inhabitants of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing except telling or 

hearing something new” (Acts 17:21). Such chatter, determined by an empty and superficial curiosity, characterizes 

worldliness in every age; in our own day, it can also result in improper use of the media.  

4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself  

Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means feeling compassion towards the wounds of the crucified Christ 

present in the many innocent victims of wars, in attacks on life, from that of the unborn to that of the elderly, and various 

forms of violence. They are likewise present in environmental disasters, the unequal distribution of the earth’s goods, 

human trafficking in all its forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, which is a form of idolatry. 

Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women of good will to share, by almsgiving, their goods with those most in 

need, as a means of personally participating in the building of a better world. Charitable giving makes us more human, 

whereas hoarding risks making us less human, imprisoned by our own selfishness. We can and must go even further, and 

consider the structural aspects of our economic life. For this reason, in the midst of Lent this year, from 26 to 28 March, I 

have convened a meeting in Assisi with young economists, entrepreneurs and change-makers, with the aim of shaping a 

more just and inclusive economy. As the Church’s magisterium has often repeated, political life represents an eminent form 

of charity (cf. Pius XI, Address to the Italian Federation of Catholic University Students, 18 December 1927). The same holds 

true for economic life, which can be approached in the same evangelical spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes. 

I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be reconciled to himself, 
to fix our gaze on the paschal mystery, and to be converted to an open and sincere dialogue with him. In this way, we will 
become what Christ asks his disciples to be: the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14). 

Francis 
Rome, at Saint John Lateran, 7 October 2019, Feast of Our Lady of The Rosary 

 

 

 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God". 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality  

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Lenten Music 
During Lent there will be slight changes to the format 
of our weekend Masses: 
 Mass parts will be spoken, not sung.  
 There will be no Recessional hymn, we will  
 depart in silence.  
Lent is a time for penance and preparation.  

 

What does your heart say? 
Banal. Humdrum. Boring. Commonplace. Dull. Trivial. 

Uninteresting. Unremarkable. Quotidian. Life can  

sometimes be described by any one of these terms. 

Quite often we can experience even the most  

fundamental, the most profound things, like prayer, like 

the Mass, as banal and unremarkable.  

Prayer can feel so much like interior self-exposure to 

empty nothingness and Mass can be so mundane that 

you struggle to see the point. Except you have some 

vague but persistent conviction that you should be at 

church to honor Jesus. That you should persist in the 

struggle to set yourself before God, to open the depths 

of your heart to his presence, to pray …  

You’ve heard the words of consecration thousands of 

time: “This is my body … This is my blood …” At one 

level, they are like any other words said by any other 

person at any other time on this planet: breath is pushed 

through vocal chords and quickly changing shapes 

made by tongue, teeth and lips in order to form sounds 

in a precise order. The difference, though, is that these 

words are the very words of Jesus Christ, spoken at a 

specific moment in time, on the night of his betrayal, the 

night of his arrest. The night before his death.  

And yes, Jesus of Nazareth, was a man, like any other 

man who ever lived: he was born, he did some stuff and 

he died. He even did some rather remarkable stuff and 

said some rather remarkable things: healings,  

exorcisms, parables, warnings, blessings. He was  

fascinating and charismatic—even on a merely human 

level. But what does your heart tell you to see in him? 

What does your heart tell you to hear in his words,    

repeated countless times and in countless places over 

millennia, words repeated today, in your presence, at 

the altar? Does your heart tell you to see in him  

everything worth having, everything good and holy and 

true? Does your heart tell you to see in him and in his 

words the very love of God himself? An invitation to life 

and truth, to joy, to eternity, to resurrection, to a coming  

kingdom, to justice and peace, to life unending, to bliss, 

to a new heavens and new earth?  

What does your heart tell you to recognise in his  

passion and death? What does your heart say to you 

about the empty tomb? He is alive and reigns now. He 

has “destroyed death and brought life and immortality to 

light,” said St Paul. Even more remarkable: he is  

including you in this plan, this “grace bestowed … in 

Christ Jesus before time began.” In Jesus, he is thinking 

of you; he has been thinking of you all along.                                    

                                           W Chris Hackett,  Majellan  
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Coronavirus 

Parishioners are asked to read the important insert 
in this weekend’s Parish newsletter outlining      
precautionary steps that have been mandated by 
Bishop Greg, to be followed for Masses for the   
duration of the coronavirus. 
The insert  also outlines the Parish’s responsibilities 
and the actions to be taken should the need arise in 
the future.           Fr Paul 
 

Welcome Fr Emmanuel 
Fr Peter is currently away at a Vocations weekend in 
Lismore so we welcome Fr Emmanuel, from  
Clarence Valley Parish, Grafton to assist with  
weekend Masses. 
 

Fr Paul & Fr Peter away 
As Fr Paul and Fr Peter will be attending the Priests/
Principals conference in Coffs Harbour later this 
week there will be no weekday Masses on the  
following days. 

Wednesday, 11 March 
No 5.15pm Mass St Agnes Church. 

Thursday, 12 March 
No 8.00am Mass Christ the King Chapel 

No 6.00pm Mass Telegraph Point 

Friday, 13 March 
No 11.30am Reconciliation or 12.05pm Mass.  

 

Parish Lenten Groups 

Lent is a time of renewal in faith, hope and love and 
Lenten groups enable us to prepare spiritually for the 
Easter season. Below is a list of our Lenten groups. 

 

What’s Happening during Lent &  
Easter in our Parish? 

A flyer is available in our church and chapels  
outlining the Parish Lenten and Easter program,  
including Easter Sunday Mass times. Any questions 
please contact the Presbytery Office. 

Leader/Location Day & Time 

St Agnes’ Church 
Adoration & Reflection 

Tuesday 5.45pm 
Starts 10 March 

Kay Bain 
Presbytery boardroom 

Wednesday 10.00am 
 

Maureen McCabe 
Lake Cathie Chapel 

Wednesday 1.00pm 
 

Joan Lancaster & 
Marg Gobius 
Presbytery boardroom 

Wednesday 5.30pm 
 

Anne O’Brien &  
Tony Worner 
Parish boardroom 

Thursday 5.00pm 
 



Journey into Catholic Faith  
Continues on Wednesday, 11 March in the Youth Hub 
at 5.45pm.  For more information contact Vanessa on 
0447 992 986. This week’s topic will be.  

 Why and How Should We Pray? 
Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to 
God...It is always the gift of God who comes to  
encounter men and women. Christian prayer is the 
personal and living relationship of the children of God 
with their Father who is infinitely good, with his Son 
Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
their hearts. 

 

Feedback from Relics Visit 
Following our wonderful experience of hosting the  
relics of St Therese and her parents Louis and Zelie 
Martin, Catholic Mission have asked that anyone who 
would like to share their experience to send a short 
email to: communications@catholicmission.org.au 
setting out how your participation affected you and 
what the experience meant to you. These will be  
included on the Catholic Mission website without any 
identifying information and then sent to Lisieux so they 
can have a record of how the pilgrimage was received 
in Australia. 
 

Celebrating the RCIA Scrutinies 
Over the next three Sundays (the third, 
fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent), we 
will celebrate rituals called the 
"scrutinies" with the elect, Tahlia Watts, 
who is preparing for initiation into the 
church at Easter. They are part of a 
series of rites belonging to the RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
that are  celebrated during the season 
of Lent.   

                               Elizabeth Harrington, Liturgy Lines.                                                                       
 

Filipino Mass  
The monthly Filipino Mass will be held at 11.30am on 
Sunday, 15 March in St Agnes’ Church.  
All parishioners are welcome to attend. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                       From the Catechism… 

 

 
 
Recently Deceased: Jimmy Cahill, Pauline 
Hodgins, Roger Grissell, Harry Foran, Rita  
Batchelor, Ellen Raddatz, Elizabeth Bullen. 
Anniversaries: Michael Kingston, Bill Skane, 
Blanche Perry, Lloyd Perry, Phillip Perry, Stephen 
Perry, Katharine O’Neill, Craig Batger, Ken 
McGee, Betty Rennie. 
Other Mass Intentions: Tim O’Neill, Madeline 
O’Neill, Arthur Wenman, Grace Wenman, Simone 
Vella, Annie Quinn, Dot Heath, Kit Wright, Paul 
Quinn, William Cavanagh, Hilton Dodds, Phyllis 
Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien, Edward  
O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie  
Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner, 
Marjorie Carnie, deceased members of Dunn, 
O’Brien & Reilly families, Br Michael O’Connor, 
Beryl Thomas, donor intentions & masses of 
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What’s happening this week … 

 8 March - we welcome Winnie Pitts to our 
Parish community through the sacrament of 
Baptism. 

 Following 5.00pm Mass St Joseph’s Primary 
will be hosting parish hospitality. 

 9 March - Angelus prayer meeting 10.00am 
at 28 Abel Tasman Drive, Lake Cathie. 

 10 March - 5.45pm Lenten Adoration and 
Reflection in St Agnes’ Church. 

 11 March - Journey into Catholic Faith. 
 12 March - 10.30am morning tea at         

Caramels, Lake Cathie, for all ladies. 
 Rosary and Adoration held every Thursday 

at 3.00pm in Lake Cathie Church. 
 

Ladies Morning Tea 
The parishioners of Lake Cathie invite all ladies of 
our parish to attend a morning tea at Caramels, 
Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie at 10.30am on Thursday 
12 March. Come and enjoy a chat and a cuppa!! 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation  
St Agnes’ Parish begins preparations for the  
Sacrament of Confirmation this term. For anyone 
interested in year 2, or older, children participating 
in this program, register via St Agnes’ Parish  
website https://stagnesparish.org.au/  or contact 
Peta Rourke on 0400 420 614 for further  
information. Thank you.  

 

Requiem Mass 

Will be held for Albert Sinclair at St Patrick’s  
Catholic Church, Macksville, on Friday, 13 March 
at 2.00pm. 
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Pope Francis Tweet 
‘May we allow ourselves to be reconciled, in 

order to live as beloved children, as  
forgiven and healed sinners, as 

 wayfarers with him at our side. ’ 

mailto:communications@catholicmission.org.au
https://stagnesparish.org.au/


 
 
 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
 
 

6pm Vigil: George Searson 
 Margaret Swan 
 Suzanne Savage 
  

7.30am: David Hogan 
 Joanne Hogan 
 Brian Tierney 
 

9.00am: Joan Lancaster 
 Denise Puzas 
 Ann Thurgate 
 

5.00pm: Conor Hudson 
 Taylor Bryant 
 Hannah Jennings 

 Sarah Jennings 
 

 

GIFT BEARERS ROSTER 

6pm Vigil: B & G Green 
7.30am: B & W Arthur-Pfeil 
9.00am: N & B Moore 
 

 

THE STATUE OF OUR LADY 
Genevieve Ruhl 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Donna Sprague 
Connor Hudson 
 
 
 

 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

6pm Vigil: Kym Condon 
 Rudolf Szibrowski 
 Jodie Rich 
 Sandra Hartas 
 

7.30am:  Greg Grace 
 Pat McLoughlin 
 Denise McLoughlin 
 Jennifer Crossing 
 

9.00am: Betty Hodgson 
 Gary Gallagher 
 Sue Williams 
 Pat Daley 
 
 

5.00pm: Timo Gobius 
 Marg Gobius 
 Carol Briscoe 
 Peter Briscoe 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
3rd Sunday of Lent 
Year A  
 

Exodus 17:3-7 
Psalm 94 
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
John 4:5-16, 19-26, 39-42 

ROSTERS 14-15 March 2020   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST AGNES’ CHURCH | Hay Street, Port Macquarie 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5.15pm  
Friday: 12.05pm   
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil. 
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm 
Please note: Weekday Masses at 9.00am on Public Holidays 
Reconciliation: Friday 11.30am - 12.00pm Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHAPEL | Lochinvar Place, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259. 
Communion Service or Mass: 9.30am Monday - Thursday  
Sunday Mass: 9.30am.  
 

CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL | Boronia St, Port Macquarie 
Contact: Sr Anne Hannigan  
Ph: 6589 9814 or 0419 243 259 
Communion Service or Mass: 8.00am Thursday 
Mass: Saturday Vigil - 4.30pm   
Rosary: 1st Saturday of the month 4.00pm. 
 

ST BERNARD'S, CHURCH, TELEGRAPH POINT | Rollands Plains Road, 
Telegraph Point  
Thursday: 6.00pm.   
 
STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH, LAKE CATHIE | Ocean Drive,  
Lake Cathie 
Sunday: 8.00am.  

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
There are  no fees or charges on your account. AGENTS: Mrs Veronica Rinkin & Mrs Mary O’Brien  

 DIF Office, Parish Administration Centre, Phone: (02) 6583 7439 9am – 1pm Monday - Friday 

PARISH MASSES www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

“A clear vision, backed by definite 
plans gives you a tremendous 

feeling of confidence and  
personal power” 

 
Brian Tracy 

___________________________ 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 9 March 
St Frances of Rome 

 
 
 
 

 


