
4-5 April,  2020 

                   Bishop Greg’s Pastoral Letter  
                              27 March 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
The last few weeks have been very difficult for all of us.  From the end of January, I’ve had to remove 
more and more things from our churches and finally, in the last week have had to cancel Sunday and 
weekday masses and close our churches.  This has been a great sadness for all of us.  We have had 
no choice but to comply with Government directives, which I believe are for our well-being. 
I thank you for your patience and on-going commitment to the Church.  I know that you have many questions 
about the sacraments, pastoral care, schools and more generally spiritual well-being. 
This Easter, there will be no public masses, however the priests will say masses privately.  The Easter Triduum in 
the Cathedral and some other Parishes will be live-streamed.  We will let you know how to access live-streams as 
soon as possible.  The Chrism Mass has been postponed to 17 November 2020. 
We are not able to have baptisms until further notice.  Should there be an emergency please contact your Parish 
Priest. 
We are not using our churches for funerals, however the priest may attend at the place of burial for prayers.  Your 
Parish Priest is willing to say a private funeral mass for your loved one, and will be able to say a funeral mass for 
you all in church once the danger has lifted. 
Weddings are still possible provided that they are restricted to the couple, the two witnesses and the Priest, 
however it is possible that the directives might change.   
In regard to Reconciliation, we are not able to gather groups of people and therefore, the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation is no longer possible.  For the safety of the priest and the penitent, the required social distancing 
must be followed. 
The Church teaches that, when it is impossible to go to Confession, all that is required is an act of contrition and a 
promise to go to confession in the future. 
In regard to Anointing of the Sick and of Viaticum, the Sacred Penitentiary in Rome has advised, “The Church prays 
for those who find themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick and of the Viaticum 
(Communion), entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by virtue of the Communion of Saints and granting a 
Plenary Indulgence on the point of death, provided that they are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers 
during their lifetime.” 
Without specialised protective apparel it would be unsafe for our priests to anoint people with COVID-19.  In fact, 
should they anoint without the appropriate protective apparel they would have to self-isolate for 14 days.  As a 
consequence, we will not be able to anoint people with COVID-19.   
For their own safety, extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist are not to take Holy Communion to the sick. 
Your Parish Priest will continue to provide pastoral care.  Please telephone him if there is a need.  The Diocese and 
Parishes are placing material on the internet so that there will be online spiritual support.  This includes Mass, 
prayers and other spiritual items. 
Many of our school students are now studying from home.  Online teaching is being prepared.  Online assistance 
for parents is also being prepared. 
Until the emergency is over, I will offer daily mass for each of you.  I will also spend more time in prayer asking Our 
Heavenly Father to take all fear from your hearts, to fill you with gentleness and peace, to give you and your loved 
ones His protection and to bring healing to those who contract the virus.  I would be very grateful if you would 
remember me in your prayers. 
 

Most Revd Greg Homeming OCD 
Bishop of Lismore                                                                                                                                                                 

 

          
  OUR VISION 

            "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of 
God". 

 
 OUR MISSION 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that 
they had handed him over. Now as he was seated in the 
chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, ‘Have 
nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day by a 
dream I had about him.’ The chief priests and the elders, 
however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release 
of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So when the gov-
ernor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in 
that case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to do with Jesus 
who is called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 
‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has he done?’ But they shout-
ed all the louder, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then Pilate saw 
that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was 
imminent. So he took some water, washed his hands in 
front of the crowd and said, ‘I am innocent of this man’s 
blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, to a man, shout-
ed back, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ Then he 
released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first 
scourged and then handed over to be crucified. The gover-
nor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and 
collected the whole cohort around him. Then they stripped 
him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted 
some thorns into a crown they put this on his head and 
placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him they 
knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ And they spat 
on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with 
it. And when they had finished making fun of him, they took 
off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led 
him away to crucify him. On their way out, they came 
across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted 
him to carry his cross. When they had reached a place 
called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave 
him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but re-
fused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they 
shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down 
and stayed there keeping guard over him. Above his head 
was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, 
the King of the Jews.’ At the same time two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. The 
passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said 
‘So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three 
days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down 
from the cross!’ The chief priests with the scribes and el-
ders mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ they 
said ‘he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let 
him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He put his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he 
wants him. For he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ Even the 
robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the 
same way. From the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Je-
sus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ 
that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ 
When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, 
‘The man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them quickly ran 
to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting it 
on a reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!’ said the rest of them 
‘and see if Elijah will come to save him.’ But Jesus again 
crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. At that, the 
veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the 
earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs opened and 
the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and 
these, after his resurrection, came out of the tombs, en-
tered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. 
Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others guarding 
Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking 

place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In truth this was 
a son of God.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 
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Readings for Palm Sunday 

First Reading  50:4-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may 
know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with 
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a 
disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made 
no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to 
those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 21:8-9,17-20, 23-24 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ R 

 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones. R 

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! R 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ R  

Second Reading 2:6-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his 
equality with God but emptied himself to assume the    
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being 
as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting 
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave 
him the name which is above all other names so that all 
beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every 
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praised to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the 
cross. Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a 
name above all other names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Gospel Reading 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, 
and the governor put to him this question, ‘Are you the king 
of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when 
he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he  
refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you 
not hear how many charges they have brought against 
you?’ But to the governor’s complete amazement, he    
offered no reply to any of the charges. At festival time it 
was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the 
people, anyone they chose. Now there was at that time a 
notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when 
the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do you 
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How to celebrate Palm Sunday  
Holy Week is a special time in our church and even 
though this year will be very different from the past, we 
can still make it a beautiful spiritual time as a faith 
community. Here are  ways you can get involved: 

Display a piece of palm outside your home. As a 
sign of unity in our isolation, Fr Paul invites us to join 
with others around the world in celebrating Palm  

Sunday by displaying a piece of palm in front of our 
home, on the front door or in the window, if you can.  

The palms will symbolise that Palm Sunday is worth 
proclaiming and will be a reminder to all that Holy 
Week is upon us. PS If you are on social media, take 
a photo and upload it to Instagram and Facebook   
using the hashtags #CelebratePalmSunday and 
#StAgnesParish that way we’ll spread the word 
throughout our community. 

Palm Sunday Mass. You can watch the video of 
Palm Sunday Mass, which Fr Paul has recorded. 

The link to the video will be emailed to everyone on 
our Parish E-news mailing list on Sunday morning; it 
will be shared on Facebook; and it will also be  

accessible on the Parish’s ‘With You for Life’ video 
channel https://withyouforlife.org.au/ (Just search 
‘Palm Sunday Mass’). 

For Holy Week. Planning is underway to record 
Holy Thursday Mass, Stations of the Cross and the 
Easter Vigil to make them available through the same 
channels as Fr Paul’s Gospel Reflections. Also tune 
into Channel 7 on Good Friday (3pm) and Easter  
Sunday (10.30am) for free-to-air Masses.  

 

Parish Newsletter & 
Daily Spiritual Communion 

To enable parishioners to access the parish newsletter 
please register to receive it by email. This enables 
everyone to remain connected and receive up to date 
information on what is happening in our parish. Email 
the Presbytery: pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au. 
Should you not have access to a computer we can 
post out the weekly Parish newsletter to you.  
Fr Paul is also presenting a daily Gospel Reading and 
Reflection accessible on our parish website and Face-
book. Contact the Presbytery Office on  6583 1024.   

 

Parish Angelus Bells 
 

As parishioners are aware our 
Church bells toll the  Angelus 
twice daily - 12 noon and 
6.00pm. At these times now 
we ask you to pray for:  
 

12 noon:  Our health professionals and those caring 
  for the sick. 
6.00pm: Those who have died and those who are 
  sick.  

 

 
Recently Deceased: Noreen Flynn, Denis Ryan, 
Noela King.   
Anniversaries: Monica Doyle, Rusty Abel, 
Shirley Billington.  
Other Mass Intentions: Marjorie Vickery, John 
& Kathleen Carroll, Louisa Sweeney, Clare Isobell 
Mooney, Beryl Thomas, George Carrigg, Ila & Len 
Fountaine, Myrie Haxell, Marija Miller, donor  
intentions & masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DIF Update 

The Diocesan Investment Office in the St. Agnes’ 
Parish Administration Centre is closed at this time. 
Just a reminder that your DIF account now has the 
ability to receive additional investments directly via 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  Your personal 
EFT details are on your quarterly statement. 
The following types of transactions are possible for 
direct investment into your DIF account using your 
EFT details: 
 EFT from banks & other financial institutions. 
 Payroll deductions. 
 Dividend and other income. 
 Saving plan investments. 
DIF online allows you to login and access your  
account to verify transactions and check your    
balance. You can register for DIF online by visiting 
the website www.dif.org.au to download the      
appropriate forms.  
Please direct all enquiries to the DIF Office in 
Lismore on 1800 802 516 which will remain 
OPEN and has procedures in place for staff to 
work remotely if required. 
 

Daylight Savings Ends 

Remember to put your clock back by one hour on 
Sunday, 5 April at 3.00am. 
 

Planned Giving 
As we are being    
advised to stay home 
and isolate the Parish 
is  looking into ways 
parishioners can still 
donate to the 
Planned Giving and 

to the  Clergy Fund. We will endeavour to give you 
more  options next week. Please call the Presbytery 
Office if you have any concerns on 6583 1024. 

 

Project Compassion 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

You can donate through  Parish 
envelopes, at the Presbytery 
Office. Or by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 
1800 024 413.  

https://withyouforlife.org.au/
about:blank


 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Services to be broadcast on free to air TV 
Catholics around Australia will be able to watch Easter services at 

St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney live on national television.              
The 7 Network will stream  The Lord’s Passion at 3.00pm on    

Good Friday and Easter Sunday Mass from 10.30am across the 
country on Channel 7 and on Prime 7 in regional areas and           
live-streamed  on 7 plus. This is a great opportunity to join  

in spiritual communion with Catholics from around Australia  
at this unique point in our history.  

 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
Parishioners are invited to watch the Masses streamed live as listed  
below.  
Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg. Sunday 8.00am.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
Daily Mass 
The 1.00pm daily Mass is streamed live daily (Monday to Friday) and 
is then available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the 
next 1.00pm Mass. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

Sunday Mass  
The 11.00am Mass is streamed and is also available as a recording 
on demand. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Daily Mass - 8.00am Monday to Friday streamed live. 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  

Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand 
See link for daily Mass accessible via Youtube. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home  
Sunday 6.00am Mass streamed on Channel 10. 

Prayers: 
In Time of a Pandemic (a number of prayers in a PDF) 
Prayer from Apostolic Nuncio in Australia, Archbishop Adolfo Tito 

Yllana (PDF)      
Daily Prayer from the Australia Jesuits  
Pray as You Go 
Pathways to God -- Lent Retreat 2020      
Sacred Space   

Reflections: 
Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 Lent 2020 Talk 1 

 - Lent 2020 Talk 2 

 - Lent 2020 Talk 3 

 St Agnes Parish YouTube Channel (St Agnes Parish website, 
small red Youtube icon, top right-hand corner) 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

 Watching anything from Word on Fire (Bishop Robert Barron)  

 - … on the Coronavirus 

 Watching anything from Ascension Presents 

 From Jamberoo Abbey 

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND PAYS 1.40% 
As Parish Administration Office has closed until further notice. The local DIF office has also had to close. 

The DIF head office located in Lismore is open. For all enquiries please call 1800 802 516.  
Office hours are 8.30am - 5.00pm. 

 www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 
 
 
 

 
 

"You cannot do a kindness too 
soon, for you never know how 

soon it will be too late."  
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
_________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 6 April 
Monday of Holy Week 

 
Tuesday 7 April 

Tuesday of Holy Week 
 

Wednesday 8 April 
Wednesday of Holy Week 

 
Thursday 9 April 

Thursday of Holy Week 
 

Friday 10 April 
Friday of the Passion  

of the Lord 
 

Saturday 11 April 
Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Prayers_for_Time_of_Pandemic.pdf
https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Archbishop_Yllana_PRAYER_IN_TIMES_OF_EPIDEMIC.pdf
https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Archbishop_Yllana_PRAYER_IN_TIMES_OF_EPIDEMIC.pdf
https://www.pray.com.au/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/ie.php
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/lent-retreat-2020
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1YMpIpAK4k&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ou4YcmU2e24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbsPB-eRrAo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcMjLgeWNwqL2LBGS-iPb1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_VJhBBqE5Y
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVdGX3N-WIJ5nUvklBTNhAw
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer/fresh-words/

