21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

22-23 August, 2020

New Mass Times
Masses will recommence in St Agnes’ Church and all Chapels from Tuesday, 1 September with the new mass
schedule as outlined below. Bookings for all Masses at any location are essential and can be made by calling the
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024, or by booking via the on-line booking system. This week we are trialing our new online booking system for attending Mass at Christ the King Chapel (from 25-30 August). Please visit the Mass Times
on our parish website at www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow the booking link.
Monday: No Mass
Tuesday:
9.30am
Residential aged care only
11.00am
Residential aged care only
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Wednesday:
9.30am
St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
6.00pm
St Bernard’s (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Thursday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
4.30pm
Christ the King Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Friday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Saturday:
6.00pm
Vigil Mass at Lake Cathie
Sunday:
7.30am
St Agnes’ Church
9.00am
St Agnes’ Church
5.00pm
St Agnes’ Church
Reconciliation:
Please book in a time to attend Reconciliation
Friday
11.30—12 noon
Saturday
11.30am-12.30pm

Compulsory Wearing of a Mask to Mass
It is a requirement for parishioners and visitors attending Masses to adhere to the following:

All volunteers and all attendees at Masses are to wear masks.

Temperatures are to be taken of all parishioners attending Mass.

There is no requirement for children under the age of 12 to wear a mask.
Temperatures are taken using of a non-contact infrared thermometer.
f you are unwell, at high risk, or visited any of the hotspot areas in the past week, we ask that you do not attend.
This has been implemented for the safety of all attendees given that places of worship and liturgical services have
been places of transmission.
In short …
No Mask … No Mass
37.5C or greater … No admittance
OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God."
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a
reality by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.
 proclaim the good news of
salvation.

 minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
in need.

. Dear Parishioners,

The spirit of the Second Vatican Council (1963-1965),
and referred to directly in Lumen Gentium (n.8), is
the notion that the Church is always in need of
renewal. Pope Francis continuing this mantra
throughout his whole pontificate but especially in
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) speaks
about the Church constantly needing to respond to
the signs of the times.
While we have already begun listening to ‘what the
Spirit is saying’ to us, the Church, here in Australia,
through the process of the Plenary Council, COVID19 has interrupted this process somewhat.
Fr Leo Donnelly too, the previous PP, always
responded creatively and pastorally to the needs of
the people of the Port Macquarie community.
During July this year the Vatican issued a pastoral
document, Instruction “The pastoral conversion of
the Parish community in the service of the
evangelizing mission of the Church”, of the
Congregation for the Clergy, 20.07.2020. In light of
this and acknowledging Pope Francis, who at the beginning of his Petrine ministry, recalled the
importance of “creativity” and “seeking new ways”
in “how best to proclaim the Gospel”, I have invited
a small group, with myself, to look at, read and
discern what and how this document might impact
on or teach us, St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, as we look
towards the future. This same group is also working
through and discerning a book by Fr James Mallon
Divine Renovation.
At this point, I simply want to let you know that I
have begun this discernment. If you would like to
read the Pastoral Document, it can be accessed here
on line or downloaded as a PDF here or a hard copy
can be obtained from the Presbytery Office. Please
remember that it is a Vatican document written for
parishes throughout the whole world. The group will
convey its thoughts to parishioners on completion of
its discernment. If you have any thoughts or
comments yourself, please email them to Tony
Worner Leader of Lay Formation by Tuesday 1
September tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au
God Bless,

Father Paul

www.stagnesparish.org.au.

‘Who Do You Say I am?’
When
we
find
ourselves
being
asked
deeply
personal questions,
sometimes we can
feel like we are being
pushed into a corner
with little space for
moving. Religion is
one of those areas
where many of us
can feel at sea when
questioned too closely by others. We think we have
a right to privacy and no one should ever ask us
about our religious beliefs. And so we can thank God
today for Peter’s insight and for his courage in
speaking up.
Today’s Gospel passage can embolden us and
empower us never to lose our nerve in speaking
about our faith. We are the modern-day disciples of
Jesus, we have the same mandate as the first
disciples, and if we do not act or speak as people of
Jesus, who will?
The English writer and philosopher G.K. Chesterton
once said, ‘If there were no God, there would be no
atheists.’ We live in a world in which its all too easy
to feel embarrassed or hesitant to speak up about
our faith. As followers of Jesus, we are called never
to feel intimidated to announce the message of
Jesus, because God knows how much it is needed
today. If we, each in our own way, pronounce peace,
or joy, or love, or justice, then the world will be a
more loving, joyful, peace-filled and just place. That
is the simplicity and the power of proclaiming Jesus
today.
The Living Word.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MASS BOOKINGS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE ONLINE!
Mass bookings for St Agnes’ Catholic Parish
can now be completed online.
For Mass bookings click the “Book into Mass
Here” button under Mass Times @
St Agnes’ Catholic Parish website
Please follow the instructions to book your
preferred Mass. For any questions, please
contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024.
ST AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE

Technology enables
‘contact- free’ giving
The ‘TapnGo’ payment option will be
available at all masses. All donations go
to the second collection to cover Parish expenses and
works that help us to continue in our Parish Vision of
‘Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory
of God.’ It will replace the loose cash not in numbered
planned giving envelopes. Each transaction automatically
processes one $10 donation. You can make multiple
donations of $10 by tapping your card more than once eg
should you wish to donate $30 you would need to slowly
tap the device three times. It is important to note this
donation is not tax deductible and no receipts are issued.

Liturgical Ministries Availability
With the reopening of St Agnes’ Church and the revised
Mass schedule, we will be implementing the following
liturgical ministries:

Lector (readers and commentators).

Sacristan.

COVID Officers (to assist with cleaning after Mass).
Volunteers will be asked to complete an online availability
form to indicate preferences for Masses. Printed copies
are available from the Pastoral Office. New volunteers who
are interested in joining any of these ministries are more
than welcome. Enquiries to Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au .

Baptism Information Night
The Baptism information night on Thursday, 27 August will
be an online session commencing at 6.00pm. If you are
interested in attending an information session you will
need to contact the Presbytery Office prior to 12 noon on
the Thursday to enable you to be included in the session.
The phone number is 6583 1024.

Reflection - What’s in a Name?
Jesus had a sense of humour! Simon, son of Jonah, was far
from being a rock solid supporter of Jesus. So Jesus gave
him the nickname ‘Rocky’ which in the Greek is Petros.
Jesus puns with the nickname: ‘You are Rocky and upon this
rock I will build my church.’ The natural personality of
shifting sands was being transformed by the blessing just
given (the only blessing bestowed upon an apostle by
Jesus). Notice that Jesus only makes promises about ‘my
church’, not a church shaped by human imagination, e.g.
modes of Roman Imperial rule or with a Eurocentric
mindset. Fortunately, we have a successor of St Peter
responding to our Risen Lord’s command to St Francis of
Assisi, ‘Rebuild my church’. We could pause for a moment
to pray that the Risen Lord showers the 265th successor of
St Peter with every blessing so that the Church of Jesus the
Christ continues to prevail over the forces of death which
threaten humanity. © Fr Michael Tate; Liturgy Help.
PARISH NEWS

Remember in Prayer
Recently Deceased: Oscar Briones Amigable,
John van de Linde, Sis Corazon Jaca.
Anniversaries: Gordon Haldane, Phonce Hollis,
Neil McCartney, John O’Connor, Aidan Smith,
Jake O’Sullivan.
Other Mass Intentions: Mariano Camacho JR,
Jacqueline Reid (Arnold), Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter,
Helen Triggell, Shirley Daborn, Dr Tim Amor, Marija
Miller, Cyril and Eileen Bennett, Pat Bennett, Phyllis
Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien, Edward O’Brien,
Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie Davidson, Florence
Shergold, Florence Turner, Sheila Moon, deceased
members of Dunn, O’Brien, Reilly families, Brother
Michael O’Connor, Francis Sweeney, Beryl Thomas
donor intentions and masses of thanksgiving, masses
for the sick.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Liturgical Resources
As a result of information received through the recent
Parish Survey, and, as we will not be engaging in any
specific training until sometime in the future, I am
emailing resources targeted specifically for those
involved in the ministries of Lector and Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion, and soon to those
involved in other Liturgical ministries. I also plan to
email some resources/links to those who aren’t
involved/engaged in a specific liturgical ministry, that
may help in your own personal spirituality. If you did
not complete a survey or want to be included in the
information sent to others, please let the Parish Office
know or email : tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au.
Tony Worner, Leader of Lay Formation

Parish Angelus Bells
The Church bells toll the Angelus twice each day. At
these times we again ask you to pray for:
12 noon: Health professionals and those caring for
the sick.
6.00pm:
Those who have died and those who are
sick.

From the Catacombs - here & beyond
Episcopuss Wisdom…

From the Catechism ...

‘Bad times, hard times, this is what people keep
saying; but let us live well, and times shall be good.
We are the times: such as we are, such are the
times. ’ St Augustine
St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE

www.stagnesparish.org.au

Mass & Prayer Times in Christ the King Chapel

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Parish Office

47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 2444
PO Box 23

T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm

Weekday Masses
Tuesday, 25 August
5.15pm
Wednesday, 26 August
5.15pm
Thursday, 27 August
5.15pm
Friday, 28 August
12.05pm
Private Prayer Time
Wednesday, 26 August
10.00am—11.00am
Friday, 28 August
10.00am - 11.30am
Weekend Masses
Saturday, 29 August
9.00am, 6.00pm
Sunday, 30 August
9.00am, 5.00pm
Reconciliation by appointment only on Saturday between 11.30am
and 12.30pm in the Presbytery.

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses
Parishioners are invited to watch the Masses streamed live as listed
below.
Lismore Diocese - Bishop Greg. Sunday 8.00am.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne
Daily Mass

The 1.00pm daily Mass is streamed live daily (Monday to Friday) and is
then available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the next
1.00pm Mass. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass

Sunday Mass

The 11.00am Mass is streamed and is also available as a recording on
demand. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass

DOGMA
“There is no saint without a post,
no sinner without a future.”
St Augustine of Hippo

______________________

FEAST DAYS
Monday 24 August
St Bartholomew, Apostle
Tuesday25 August
St Louis
St Joseph Calasanz
Thursday 27 August
St Monica
Friday 28 August
St Augustine
Saturday 29 August
The Passion of St John
the Baptist

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane
Daily Mass - 8.00am Monday to Friday streamed live.
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.

Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/

Daily Mass on Demand

See link for daily Mass accessible via Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ

Mass for you at Home

Sunday 6.00am Mass streamed on Channel 10.

Prayers

In Time of a Pandemic (a number of prayers in a PDF)
Prayer from Apostolic Nuncio in Australia, Archbishop Adolfo Tito
Yllana (PDF)
Daily Prayer from the Australia Jesuits
Pray as You Go; Sacred Space

Reflections:







Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel
St Agnes Parish YouTube Channel (St Agnes Parish website,
small red Youtube icon, top right-hand corner)
- Fr Paul Daily Reflections
Watching anything from Word on Fire (Bishop Robert Barron)
- … on the Coronavirus
Watching anything from Ascension Presents

DIOCESAN INVESTMT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90%

The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open. Monday to Friday 9.00am to 1.00pm
Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.

