
12-13 September, 2020 

Dear all, 
 

We have now been back in St Agnes’ Church for two weeks, after taking the opportunity (due to COVID 
necessitating the closure of the church)  to carry out some long overdue maintenance of the church. The need 
for the maintenance mostly came about as a result of the salty air and the humidity of the environment in which 
the church is located. I would just like to outline what has been achieved over these past months: 
 

 Both north (organ side) and south (Presbytery side) entries have had the existing cupboards and shelving 
removed and replaced, as all had suffered water and sun damage. 

 The complete inside of the church, from floor to ceiling  (the main body of the church, sacristy, 
confessionals, bell tower, side chapel etc) have been de-moulded and cleaned prior to painting.  The 
interior walls have been painted with a heritage colour and the three arches at the front of the church and 
the inside arches around each of the Stations of the Cross have a heritage highlight colour. 

 All wood paneling and wood work of doors, around the cross and the sanctuary and the choir loft and 
have been re-varnished. 

 The stairs to the choir loft have a new hand rail and the front edge of the choir loft has a new clear barrier 
to prevent falls from the choir loft area down into the main church. 

 The banners of the saints representing the various churches and chapels of the parish that hung from the 
Choir loft balcony have been cleaned and restored and will hang in the ‘side chapel’ which will now be 
known as the “Chapel of the Saints”. (St Bernard – Telegraph Point, Mary Star of the Sea – Lake Cathie, 
Christ the King – Christ the King Chapel, St Francis – St Francis of Assisi Chapel, Mother Teresa – Mother 
Teresa Chapel at Emmaus and St Agnes –  both St Agnes’ Church and St Agnes’ Church on Lord Howe 
Island (which is also part of our parish). 

 The Stations of the Cross have all been professionally cleaned by two art conservationists from Sydney. 
After being cleaned repairs were carried out to broken fingers, hands and the like and then restoration 
painting was undertaken where required. 

 The two large statues above each confessional room have also been professionally cleaned, repaired and 
restored by the same two art conservationists from Sydney. 

 The Tabernacle, the Sanctuary Lamp (red light) that hangs near it and the holy water stoup from the side 
chapel were all sent to S. Cook and Sons in Brisbane for restoration due to salt corrosion.  

 All windows have been cleaned and all window surrounds, internally and externally have been repaired 
where needed (mostly due to wood rot) and are in the finishing stages of being painted. 

 New collection boxes have been constructed to replace the old. 
 The wiring of the church and any other lighting issues have been upgraded to be safe and compliant with 

current standards. 
 The security system of the church has been upgraded to keep the building and those who use it as safe as 

possible and to enable us to keep it open during the day. 
 

A big thank you to Trevor Dickson and all the Property Services team. A big thank you to all our wonderful          
in-house and local trades people who have so ably carried out most of the work. A big thank you to those from 
Sydney and Brisbane who restored our art and metalwork. A big thank you to the Presbytery Team, Parish 
Finance Committee and the Parish Administration for all their time, support and devotion to this project. A job 
very well done!!! 
 
Fr Paul 

          
  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Gospel Reflection  

A distinctive feature of the teachings of Jesus is his        
exhortation to forgive. Very explicit about this, Jesus left 
us his own example by forgiving his executioners while he 
hung dying on the cross. Until recently we thought that 
forgiveness begins with the offender repenting of the 
offence and then asking for pardon. Today many maintain 
that reconciliation must begin with the one offended 
offering forgiveness. This willingness to forgive transforms 
a victim into a survivor. Such magnanimity might then 
touch the heart of the offender, who may thus be       
transformed from being an offender to becoming a friend.  

If God has been so generous in forgiving us, surely we 
should be generous in forgiving others. The process of  
becoming a forgiving person takes time. For some, it may 
take a lifetime. Only little by little are our pettiness and 
indignation reduced and our desire to strike back           
diminished. Still, as disciples, we are expected to give the 
forgiveness that we have been given. 

Such forgiveness does not provide an easy way out for 
offenders, for ultimately justice will prevail. If we remain 
untransformed by God’s forgiveness of us, we will be liable 
to judgment. Our unwillingness to forgive can eat away at 
us, and we can carry hurts from childhood far into adult 
years. Forgiving others, as difficult as that may be, is in the 
long run much easier than bearing the weight of             
resentfulness, vindictiveness and unresolved frustration. 
When we forgive we truly begin to be healed. 

© Dianne Bergant CSA, Liturgy Help. 

 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend Masses and all church 
services is determined by the 4 square metre distancing 
rule. That is why it is important to book in for all Masses at  
our chapels and churches. Please be aware  there are    
varying cut-off times for making a booking  to enable the 
relevant paperwork to be prepared. Take a moment to 
familiarise yourself with the following: 
On arrival:  Entry is from the southern side of the church 
  (the Presbytery office side). Please observe  
  social distancing while waiting to be  checked 
  in and have your temperature taken.  On       
  entry to the church sanitise your  hands. 
 Seating: Be aware of social distancing and sit in           
  allocated seats. In St Agnes’ Church you will  
  be instructed where to sit. 
Singing: To avoid any viral transmission through voice 
  projection, there will be no singing. 
Holy Communion: Please observe social distancing when 
  coming forward for Holy Communion which 
  may only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Wearing a mask is your personal choice, it is 
  not compulsory. 
If you are unwell, at high risk, or visited any of the hotspot 
areas in the past two weeks, we ask that you do not 
attend.  

Video Marathon 

14 - 18 September  
Five videos in five days 

The Aim To Be Considered Before All Else: 
Full, Conscious, and Active Participation 

This series of five online   
videos, in five days, conveys 
what the church teaches 
about participation in the 
liturgy – “full, conscious, and 
active participation” 
 (Sacrosanctum concillium, 
n.14) – and why this is      
important. 
Here is how this works: 
On Monday 14 September go to: 
http://liturgy.life/marathon to view the first video. 
Return the next day to view the second video. 
Do the same for each of the five days, 14 - 18 September. 
The videos will be short - about 15 minutes each. 
Don’t wait, because the videos will only be available for 
five days. 
Click the link, or the button below  to receive an e-mail 
reminder when the Marathon starts and to watch next 
Monday through Friday: http://liturgy.life/marathon 

 

 
 

CCA and Centacare to be known as    
St Agnes’ Care & Lifestyle 

During September you will notice a name change to some 
of our services. The names of Catholic Care of the Aged 
(CCA) and Centacare will change to St Agnes’ Care &     
Lifestyle. CCA provides offerings in aged care, retirement 
living and home care, while Centacare provides disability 
services and family support programs. 
The name change will not alter the great work and high 
quality services that have been delivered by CCA and    
Centacare for decades. Both services have operated      
together for almost three years and it is time to publicly 
launch them under the one name ‘St Agnes’ Care &       
Lifestyle’. 
You can see in the new logo below, the name St Agnes’ 
Care & Lifestyle links back to the long-respected             
reputation of St Agnes’ Catholic Parish. The inclusion of 
‘Care & Lifestyle’ reinforces that we provide great care for 
those that need it with the lifestyle they want. 
To watch our video explaining the change go to:  
http://bit.ly/sacal-education.  
If you have any feedback you can email:  
communications@stagnesparish.org.au 
  
 
  

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
http://bit.ly/sacal-education
mailto:communications@stagnesparish.org.au
http://liturgy.life/marathon


Christ the King Chapel 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sr Anne    
Hannigan, Christ the King Sacristans and helpers and all  
who  assisted in any way, shape or form, to enable us to 
offer all our parish Masses in Christ the King Chapel while  
St Agnes’ Church was closed for the extensive renovations 
outlined on the front page.  The extra time, effort and    
support that has gone into making everything run smoothly 
during this COVID and restoration time is also deeply and 
sincerely appreciated. Thank you!!!   
        Fr Paul 
 

Thinking about becoming Catholic? 
At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we 
offer assistance and support for 
people considering the Catholic 
faith through our adult formation 
program ‘Journey into the Catholic 
Faith’. Our team is ready to help 
enquirers with the first steps in 
finding out more about the     
Catholic faith and becoming a   

    Catholic. 
If you or someone you know would like to find out more, 
please contact Fr Peter Wood at St Agnes’ Pastoral Office 
on 6583 1024 or email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

Church Volunteers 
With the COVID restrictions currently mandated for places 
of worship, many of our pastoral and liturgical ministries 
are still in hiatus. 
We thank those involved in these areas for your patience 
and understanding and hope that as time passes and      
restrictions ease we are able to resume these important 
ministries. 
Should you have any questions or concerns please contact 
Vanessa Denham on 0447 992 986 or email 
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

HSC Prayer Sponsors 
Knowing someone is praying for you is a source of great 
strength and consolation, especially during the particularly 
challenging times as we have experienced this year. If you 
are  interested in being a Prayer Sponsor for a Year 12    
student from any of the St Agnes’ Parish Secondary 
Schools,  please phone during office hours  and leave your 
name and details at the office: 
 MacKillop College 6583 2632; 
 St. Joseph’s Regional College 5525 4100; 
 Newman Senior Technical College 6580 3800. 
Each sponsor will receive student information before the 
exams begin on 20 October: 
·         the name and photo of the student; 
·         the prayer to be offered; 
·         the times of the student’s HSC exams. 

 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  Ross Moxon, Connie Gatt,        
Jose Alfonsin Boullon, Juanita Ao, Dolores Said,       
John Patrick Van de Linde, Bill Keelan, Arlan Bigayan.  
Anniversaries:  Martin Van der Linden, Anne Gaul, 
Danny Sarks, Totsie Perales, Alfredo Sandrino. 
Other Mass Intentions: Peter Wallace, Noel Clarke,  
Bill Rourke,  Ned Kundicevic, Rosario Relucio, deceased 
relatives and friends of Osmond family,  Emilio Josefina 
Martir, John and Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Beryl 
Thomas,  Robert and Molly Friggens, Beryl Margret 
Thomas, John Haxell, Teresa Hickey, Jack Mooney,  
Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter, Helen Triggell, Shirley 
Daborn, Dr Tim Amor, Marija Miller, donor intentions 
and masses of thanksgiving, masses for the sick. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Parish Mass Collections 
With current COVID safety measures preventing the 
usual method for taking up collections during Mass, 
planned giving donations can now be placed in the  
collection boxes located at the front of the church.       
A  reminder that contributions can also be made by 
direct debit via our parish website. There is also the 
TapnGo device, located at the entrance to the Church 
and Chapels.  

Technology enables ‘contact- free’ giving 
For parishioners who wish to make contributions     
towards the upkeep of our Church, Chapels and the on 
going work of our  Parish  the TapnGo donation option 
is available. Each transaction  processes one $10      
donation. Please note this  donation is not tax           
deductible and no receipts are  issued.   

 

Parish Angelus Bells 
The Church bells toll the  Angelus twice each day. At 
these times we again ask you to pray for:  
12 noon:  Health  professionals and 
  those caring for the sick. 
6.00pm:   Those who have died and 
  those who  are sick. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism ...   
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Remember in Prayer 

‘Forgiveness is above all a personal choice.      

A decision of the heart to go against the      

natural instinct to pay back evil with evil.’  

Pope John Paul II 

mailto:pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au


 
Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Parish Office 
47 Hay Street Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 

DOGMA  
 

“There is no love without  
forgiveness and there is no  
forgiveness without love." 

 
Bryant H McGill 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 14 September 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 
Tuesday 15 September 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Wednesday 16 September 
St Cornelius 
St Cyprian 

 
Thursday 17 September 

St Robert Bellamine 
 

Saturday 19 September 
St Januarius 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
(Please remember to book for all Masses) 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only 
11.00am Residential aged care only 
12.05pm  St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church 
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
  

Reconciliation: Book a time  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am-12.30pm 
 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
 

Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
Daily Mass 
The 1.00pm daily Mass is streamed live daily (Monday to Friday) . 
Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

Sunday Mass  
The 11.00am Mass is streamed and is also available as a recording on 
demand. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  

Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home  Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Prayers 
In Time of a Pandemic (a number of prayers in a PDF) 
Daily Prayer from the Australia Jesuits  
Pray as You Go; Sacred Space   

Reflections: 
 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 St Agnes Parish YouTube Channel (St Agnes Parish website, 
small red Youtube icon, top right-hand corner) 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

 Watching anything from Word on Fire (Bishop Robert Barron)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Prayers_for_Time_of_Pandemic.pdf
https://www.pray.com.au/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/ie.php
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcMjLgeWNwqL2LBGS-iPb1A

