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First is last and last is first 
 

In the quotation, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways …”, the prophet Isaiah sets the 
scene for the parable of Jesus that Matthew shares with us in today’s gospel. Trade Union leaders would not 
readily choose the story to promote the cause of equal rights and justice for their workers, yet the owner of the 
vineyard has honoured the contracts he made and the story reinforces all that Jesus does and teaches.  
 

Jesus is forever seeking out those who have lost out in life or made a mess of their lives and adjusting their 
perspective and their prospects. Just think of the story of the Prodigal Son or the number of times that Jesus 
eats and drinks with those whom society has already cast aside. And every time he does this, Jesus calls forth 
the wrath of the self-righteous. 
 

Many years ago I was introduced to the notion of ‘lateral thinking’ by a very entertaining speaker, who could tie 
his audience up in knots by presenting a series of conundrums, to which the answers were obvious but only 
when he gave them to you! He explained the theory of Dr Edward de Bono, who had realised that we all have a 
tendency to pigeon-hole our knowledge; filing it in such a way that particular problems lead us instinctively to 
pull out what we think is the appropriate file for the answer. His theory was that the more creative we are, the 
more likely we are to be able to look along the files – laterally – and find the correct solution. My point is that, if 
we are to understand the teaching of Jesus, we need to reorder our files and take Isaiah at his word, realising 
that God’s ways are not our ways. 
 

I would suggest that we can only begin to unlock the mystery when we recall Jesus’ warning that we should not 
judge others, and that we would do well not to try to take the splinter from another’s eye until we have 
removed the plank from our own.  
 

In the parable Jesus leaves us to fill in the gaps. The owner of the vineyard asks those who are still hanging 
around at the end of the day why they 
have been idle. We can only surmise why 
they had not been hired. All that matters 
in God’s topsy-turvy world is that it is 
never too late for a God of loving 
compassion and generosity. Long before 
Jesus came, Isaiah had got the message 
and was urging the wicked to let the Lord 
“take pity” on them.  
 

Which of us dare suggest we do not need 
God’s compassion? And once we accept 
that, we might be able to understand the 
paradox of the last being first and the first 
last. 

Timothy J Buckley CSsR 
© Redemptorists 2020 

          
  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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 MacKillop Centre  
A time of transition 

2020 has certainly been a year of change for all and this 
has  been true for the MacKillop Centre, located in Horton 
Street. Covid19 restrictions necessitated the  closure of 
the Centre in March this year.  
For the past 12 years Marie Arnold has worked with her 
dedicated team of volunteers to provide an opportunity 
for the sale of religious items to both our St Agnes’ family 
and the wider community.  
In planning for the future this closure has prompted          
Fr Paul to review the concept of a Catholic Gift shop. After 
careful reflection and consultation the decision has been 
made to start a new structure for the sale of religious and 
piety items. 
The Parish is exploring the options of having a presence in 
two places for what will be known as the St Agnes’ Gift 
Shop.  
Firstly, the St Agnes’ Uniform Store in  Boronia Street,  
next to St Agnes’ Primary School.  This store services our 
schools seeing hundreds of families walk through the door 
to purchase uniforms, so this seems an obvious point of 
sale.   
Secondly, possibly a smaller kiosk at the front of the     
Presbytery Office which is located on the southern         
entrance to the Church. It would make it convenient for 
parishioners who are attending weekday Masses to       
purchase cards, missals and sacramental gifts.  
Marie is assisting in this transition and we are grateful for 
her collaboration and knowledge.  
We will certainly keep parishioners up dated with this 

journey of transition as we map out and plan the future of 

this important service in our community. 

Should you wish to purchase cards or rosary beads these  

are currently available for sale from the Presbytery Office. 

There is also a selection of Christmas cards.  

  

Baptism Information Night 
The next monthly Baptism Information night will be held 
on Thursday, 24 September at 6.00pm. This will be an 
online session commencing at 6.00pm. If you are            
interested in participating you will need to contact the 
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024, prior to 12 noon on the 
Thursday to book in. If you have any questions please call 
the Presbytery. 

 

Parish Mass Collections 
With  COVID safety measures preventing the usual method 
for taking up collections during Mass, planned giving     
donations can now be placed in the collection boxes     
located at the front of the church.  A  reminder that      
contributions can also be made by direct debit through 
our  parish website. There is also the TapnGo device,     
located at the entrance to the Church and Chapels.  

 

 
 

New name for CCA & Centacare 
Launched last Wednesday, St Agnes' Care & Lifestyle is the 
new name for Catholic Care of the Aged (CCA) and        
Centacare. The name represents a combined Parish    
offering across residential aged care, retirement living, 
home care, respite care, NDIS, community housing,      
therapy services, youth and family support programs. You 
can view a video announcing the new name at: 
www.sacal.org. 
 
 
 

RCIA FOR YOUTH 
After many months of learning and preparation, four 
young people will be welcomed into our parish community 
this weekend through the Sacraments of Initiation. We 
congratulate ... 
 Emily Burg,  
 Katie Van Der Houven,  
 Mahali Pemberton, and  
 Johnathon Cains  
and ask that you pray for, and support, 
these young ones as they continue to 
follow Christ and grow in faith. 
 

BAPTISMS  
This weekend we welcome and celebrate the Baptisms of 
 Bodhi Wright and 
 Leroy Corr. 
We pray for these children as they are gifted with the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. And we pray for their families as 
they renew their Baptismal promises and join together 
with their children in God’s loving family. 
 

RCIA CANDIDATES 
Congratulations to the following RCIA candidates: 
  Tahlia Watts who will be Baptised;  
  Jill Cummings, Bev Towle and Jim Bryant who will 

be  Received into the Catholic Church;  
on Saturday,  26 September. They will also join together to 
celebrate their Confirmation and First Eucharist ending 
their Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Journey  (RCIA) 
but continuing their life long journey in faith.  
We ask for your prayers, support and encouragement for 
them all.  
If you are interested in finding out more about the       
Catholic Faith and becoming a Catholic please contact the 
presbytery on 65831024. 
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Thinking about becoming Catholic? 
At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we offer   
assistance and support for people        
considering the Catholic faith through our 
adult formation program ‘Journey into 
the Catholic Faith’. Our team is ready to 
help enquirers with the first steps in   
finding out more about the Catholic faith 
and becoming a Catholic. 
If you or someone you know would like to find out more, 
please contact Fr Peter Wood at St Agnes’ Pastoral Office 
on 65831024 or email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

 

Church Volunteers 
With the Covid-19 restrictions currently mandated for   
places of worship, many of our pastoral and liturgical     
ministries are still in hiatus. 
We thank those involved in these areas for your patience 
and understanding and hope that as time passes and      
restrictions ease we are able to resume these important 
ministries. 
Should you have any questions or concerns please contact 
Vanessa Denham on 0447 992 986 or email 
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

Season of Creation 
Pope Francis  declared the Season of  Creation from             
1 September to 4 October - Memorial of St Francis of      
Assisi, as Francis is the patron saint of the environment. The 
theme  is “Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.” 
More information is available at Season of Creation       
website: https://seasonofcreation.org/about/  
 

Season of Creation Prayer 

 

Creator of Life: Earth is full of Your creatures, and by 
Your wisdom you made them all. At Your word, Earth 
brought forth plants yielding seed of every kind and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit, the waters teemed 

with swarms of living creatures of every kind, and the 
world was filled with every kind of winged bird, walking 

animal, and creatures that creep upon the ground. 
Mountains, plains, rocks, and rivers shelter diverse 
communities, and through the changing seasons 

Your Spirit renews cycles of life. 
During this Season of Creation, open our eyes to see 
the precious diversity that is all around us. We praise 

and thank you especially for the vastness of the 
oceans that reveal your beauty, power, and peace. 

Inspire us with ways to protect and keep the oceans 
healthy. Enlighten our minds to appreciate the deli-

cate balance maintained by each creature. Inspire us 
to conserve the precious habitats that nurture this 

web of life. 
In the name of the One who came to proclaim 
good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  John Fahey,  Alfred Sharpe. 
Anniversaries:  Katherine O’Neill, David Sligar. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Cyril O’Neill, Tim O’Neill, 
Madeline Liberale, Arthur and Grace Wenman, Jan and 
Robert O’Neill, John and Kathleen Carroll, Danny Sarks, 
Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas,  Robert and Molly Frig-
gens,   Beryl Margaret Thomas, John Haxell, Teresa 
Hickey, Jack Mooney, Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter, Hel-
en Triggell, Shirley Daborn, Dr Tim Amor, Marija Miller, 
donor intentions and masses of  thanksgiving, masses 
for the sick. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Important Mass Protocols 
Mass attendance numbers are determined by the         
4 square metre distancing rule. That is why it is         
important to book in for all Masses at  our chapels and 
churches. Please be aware  there are varying cut-off 
times for making a booking  to enable the relevant  
paperwork to be prepared. Take a moment to           
familiarise yourself with the following: 
On arrival:  Entry is from the southern side of the 
  church, observe social distancing  
  while waiting to be  checked in and have 
  your temperature  taken.  On  entry to the 
  church sanitise your  hands. 
 Seating: Be aware of social distancing and sit in          
  allocated seats.  
Singing: Singing is not permitted. 
Holy Communion: Please observe social distancing 
  coming forward for Holy Communion  
  which may only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Not compulsory, a personal choice. 
If you are unwell, at high risk, or visited any of the 
hotspot areas recently, we ask that you do not attend 

 

Parish Angelus Bells 
The Church bells toll the  Angelus twice each day. At 
these times we again ask you  to pray for:  
12 noon: Health  professionals and those caring for 
       the sick. 
6.00pm:  Those who have died & those who  are sick. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism ...   
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Remember in Prayer 

“So God created the great creatures of the sea and 

every living thing with which the water teems and that 

moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it 

was very good.” Genesis 1:21 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street  
Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 

DOGMA  
 

“Let all that you do be  
done in love." 

 

1 Cor 16:19 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 

 

Monday 21 September 
St Matthew, Apostle 

 
Wednesday 23 September 

St Pius pf Pietreicina 
(Padre Pio) 

 
Saturday 26 September 

St Cosmas  
St Damian 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the website or    

phone the Presbytery Office. 
Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only 
11.00am Residential aged care only 
12.05pm  St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm No Mass on 25 September in St Agnes’ Church. 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church 
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
  

Reconciliation: Book a time  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon  No Reconciliation on Friday, 25 September. 
Saturday  11.30am-12.30pm 
 
 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
 

Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
Daily Mass: The 1.00pm daily Mass is streamed live daily (Monday to 

Friday) . Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

Sunday Mass: The 11.00am Mass is streamed and is also available as a 

recording on demand. Website: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  
Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home  Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Prayers 
In Time of a Pandemic (a number of prayers in a PDF) 
Daily Prayer from the Australia Jesuits  

Reflections: 
 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 St Agnes’ Parish YouTube Channel (St Agnes’ Parish website, small red 
Youtube icon, top right-hand corner) 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  
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