
26-27 September,  2020 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

This week I would like to congratulate a number of wonderful people in our community. 
 
The first is Cath Eichmann. Cath has been appointed the new principal of MacKillop College. Cath has been in an 
acting principal role from when Anne O’Brien resigned in 2019. Cath is an experienced educationalist with more 
than 15 years’ leadership experience. 
 

Cath is particularly interested in the pastoral care of staff and students. She was involved in the Development of 
the Lismore Diocese Pastoral Care Framework and has introduced wellbeing and pastoral care structures at the 
College to support students, as well as processes to provide staff and students voice and ownership of the new 
structures.  
 

The selection panel for the interview process consisted of Dr Sally Towns (CEO of Diocese of Lismore Catholic 
Schools Limited and Director of Catholic Schools), Mr Steve Pares (Coordinating Executive Officer, St Agnes 
Parish Port Macquarie), Mrs Kylie Brown (Chair, St Agnes Parish Education Council), Mrs Hayley Youngberry 
(Human Services Consultant, Catholic Schools Office) and myself as Parish Priest.  
 

The second person I would like to congratulate is Kevin Lewis. Kevin is a long time parishioner of our parish and 
has been a valued member of the educational endeavours of this parish in the past. Kevin, has for the last 10 
years or so, been an outstanding Principal at St Paul’s College Kempsey. Kevin has recently been appointed the 
new principal of Xavier College Ballina from 2021. While it will be sad to lose someone of Kevin’s calibre from our 
parish we wish him all the best in his new position. 
 

Please join me in congratulating Cath and Kevin on their appointments. I ask that you keep them and their 
families in your prayers as they continue in their important leadership roles in Catholic education.  
 
Congratulations Year 12  
I would also like to acknowledge all of our year 12 students at Newman, MacKillop and Regional Colleges. This 
last week saw all the graduation ceremonies and graduation Masses for our year 12 students.  It has been a very 
hard year for our year 12’s and even their celebrations had to be done differently due to COVID. This has meant 
that the parents of our students could not attend these significant ceremonies but had to be content just 
watching them on-line.  
 

It has been a privilege to have been  part of these young people’s 
special day and an honour to have been able to walk with them on 
their educational journey to this point.  
 

Year 12 will now face their HSC exams next term and we wish them 
all the very best and assure each and every one of them our 
thoughts and prayers. Good luck and God bless Year 12. 

 
 
 
 

Fr Paul Gooley 

          
  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Season of Creation 

In today’s parable where a son said ‘yes’ but did nothing, 
Jesus offers a striking indictment of empty lip-service. In 
our age, one of the Church’s most insistent calls has been 
for people to work for the protection of the vineyard of 
the earth. Speaking of climate change, deforestation and 
chemical pollution, Pope Saint John Paul II declared in 
1990 “that the ecological crisis is a moral issue” and called 
on all people to “recognize their obligation to contribute 
to the restoration of a healthy environment.” In 2009 Pope 
Benedict XVI insisted that “technologically advanced     
societies can and must lower their domestic energy       
consumption”. In 2015 Pope Francis called on all of hu-
manity “to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, pro-
duction and consumption, in order to combat this warm-
ing” of the world’s climate which we are currently facing. 

Successive Popes have therefore called us all to work for 
the protection of our planet and its people. But it is up to 
every Christian to ensure that these words are not just 
empty rhetoric.  © Nick Brodie, Liturgy Help. 

 

Spirituality on the Sofa (SOS) 

Wednesday 7 October 
Topic:    20/20 Vision – the 2020 Plenary Council Update. 
Guests: Geraldine Doogue AO and Fr Michael Whelan sm, 
Parish Priest St Patrick’s, The Rocks, Sydney and Director 
of the Aquinas Academy. 
When:  Wednesday 7 October 
Time:     7:30pm – 9:00pm (Zoom – Link in the Flyer) 

A group called Catalyst for        
Renewal was set up over 25 years 
ago, initially by Fr Michael Whelan 
and Marea  Donovan (a St Agnes’ 
parishioner many years ago). 
From this flowed Spirituality in the 
Pub which has been going for over 
20 years. In pubs across (initially) 
Sydney, but now elsewhere, two 
speakers would engage listeners 
over drinks to talk on many and 

varied topics. With COVID-19 they have gone on-line, 
hence ‘Spirituality on the Sofa”! The theme for the year 
has been 2020 Vision. Last month the topic was on 
‘Stewardship’. This last one for 2020 is on the Plenary 
Council.  
Click link below to join Zoom meeting or cut and paste 
the following into your browser:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83379839671?
pwd=UlpDOGNvU3BrYWJ3VVp5Y24vdzZMdz09  
or if you have the Zoom app, launch it and use:  
Meeting ID: 833 7983 9671 and Password: 996006  
More info: Marea: 0414 873 910  
So put this date in your calendar, you can turn your     
camera off and simply listen. You don’t need to contribute. 
A great way to engage in spirituality.  

 

BAPTISMS  
This weekend we welcome and celebrate 
the Baptisms of 
 Ellie Lawrence 
 Charlotte Wootton and 
 Luna Hoffman 
We pray for these children as they are    
gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit, and we pray for 
their families as they renew their Baptismal promises and 
join together with their children in God’s loving family. 
 

RCIA CANDIDATES 
Congratulations to the following RCIA candidates: 
 Tahlia Watts who was baptised;  
 Jill Cummings, Bev Towle and Jim Bryant who were 

received into the Catholic Church;  
on Saturday,  26 September. The special Mass celebrating 
their initiation brought to an end their Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults journey  (RCIA). We ask for your     
prayers, support and encouragement for them all as they 
continue their life long journey in faith.  
 

Thinking about becoming Catholic? 
At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we offer          
assistance and  support for people     
considering the Catholic faith through 
our adult formation program ‘Journey 
into the Catholic Faith’. Our team is 
ready to help enquirers with the first 
steps in  finding out more about the 
Catholic faith and  becoming a     
Catholic. 
If you, or someone you know, would like to find out more, 
please contact Fr Peter Wood at the Presbytery Office on 
65831024 or email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Parish Mass Collections 
With COVID safety measures preventing the traditional 
method for taking up collections during Mass, please see 
below the list of options for donating to both the first and 
second collections. 

 

 planned giving  donations can be placed in the     
collection boxes located on either side at the front 
of St Agnes’ church.   

 contributions can also be made by direct debit 
through our  parish      
website.  

 The TapnGo device,      
located at the entrance to 
the Church and Chapels 
for all masses.  

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au


The World Day of Migrants and        
Refugees – Sunday 27 September  

The Church has been celebrating the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees (WDMR) since 1914. It is always an occasion 
to express concern for different vulnerable people on the 
move; to pray for them as they face many challenges; and 
to increase awareness about the opportunities that         
migration offers. 

This year’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be 
marked on Sunday 27 September. The theme chosen by the 
Holy Father for the 106th World Day of Migrants and      
Refugees is “Forced like Jesus Christ to flee”, with a focus 
on the need for the  pastoral care of internally displaced 
persons.  In his  message the Holy Father says: 
‘Displaced people offer us this opportunity to meet the 
Lord, “even though our eyes find it hard to recognize him: 
his clothing in tatters, his feet dirty, his face disfigured, his 
body wounded, his tongue unable to speak our                
language” (Homily, 15 February 2019). We are called to  
respond to this pastoral challenge with the four verbs ... 
welcome, protect, promote and integrate. To these words, I 
would now like to add another six pairs of verbs that deal 
with very practical actions and are linked together in a   
relationship of cause and effect: 
 You have to know in order to understand. 
 It is necessary to be close in order to serve. 
 In order to be reconciled, we need to listen. 
 In order to grow, it is necessary to share. 
 We need to be involved in order to promote. 
 It is necessary to cooperate in order to build.’ 

 

What’s Happening in Lake Cathie 
 A public rosary will be held in honour of Our Lady of 

Fatima at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Drive, Lake 
Cathie on Saturday 10th October at 10.30. The rosary 
will be held in the church grounds and all are invited. 

 Ladies of the parish are invited to join with the ladies 
who attend Mass at Lake Cathie for morning tea on 
Thursday, 8 October at Caramels, Ocean Drive, at 
10.30am. 

 

Public Holiday 

Monday,  5 October is a public holiday, a reminder that the 
following offices will be closed: 
 Parish Administration and Presbytery Office. 
 DIF Office. 
 Donnelly House. 

 

Annual Liturgical Publications 
If you would like to order any of the following publications 
for 2021 please contact the Presbytery Office. 
 Daily Mass Book. 
 Ordo. 
 Columban Calendar. 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  George Barker, Barry Gaukroger,  
Jill Watkins, Angel Romero,  Phil White, John Fahey. 
Anniversaries:  Noel Clarke,  Pat Duffy, Edie Kirkwood, 
Candelario Amigable Sr, John Haxell, Teresa Hickey, 
David Sligar. 
Other Mass Intentions: Piara Marie Yapstokes, John 
and Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas,  
Robert & Molly Friggens, Beryl Margret Thomas, Jack 
Mooney, Danny Sarks,  Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter, 
Helen Triggell, Shirley Daborn, Dr Tim Amor, Marija 
Miller, masses of  thanksgiving, masses for the sick. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend Masses and all church 
services is determined by 4 square metre distancing 
rule. That is why it is important to book  for all Masses 
at  our chapels and churches. Please be aware  there 
are  varying cut-off times for making a booking  to    
enable relevant paperwork to be prepared. Take a   
moment to familiarise yourself with the following: 
On arrival:  Entry is from the southern side of the 
  church and observe social distancing  
  while waiting to be  checked in and have 
  your temperature  taken.  On  entry to the 
  church sanitise your  hands. 
 Seating: Be aware of social distancing and sit in          
  allocated seats. In St Agnes’ Church you 
  will be instructed where to sit. 
Singing: There will be no singing. 
Holy Communion: Please observe social distancing 
  coming forward for Holy Communion  
  which may only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Personal choice, it  is not compulsory. 
If you are unwell, at high risk, or visited any of the 
hotspot areas in the past two weeks, we ask that you 
do not attend. 
 

Day light Saving 
A reminder that day light saving will commence on 
Sunday, 4 October at 2.00am when you will put your 
clock forward one hour. 

 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism ...   
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Remember in Prayer 

‘Life is grounded in three fundamental and closely        

connected relationships: the Relationship with God, 

with our neighbour and with the earth.’                

Pope Francis 



Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street  
Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

DOGMA  
 

“A dream does not become  
reality through magic; it takes 

sweat, determination, and hard 
work” 

 
 Colin Powell 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 28 September 
St Wenceslaus 

St Laurence Ruiz & Companions 
 

Tuesday 29 September 
St Michael Gabriel 

St Raphael 
 

Wednesday 30 September 
St Jerome 

 
Thursday 1 October 

St Therese of the child Jesus 
 

Friday 2 October 
The Holy Guardian Angels 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the website or    

phone the Presbytery Office. 
 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only 
11.00am Residential aged care only 
12.05pm  St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: Book a time  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am-12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

Parish Angelus Bells 
The Church bells toll the  Angelus twice each day. At these times we again ask 
you  to pray for:  
12 noon:  Health  professionals and those caring for the sick. 
6.00pm:   Those who have died and those who  are sick. 
 

 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
 

Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  
Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Reflections:   
 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 St Agnes’ Parish YouTube Channel (St Agnes’ Parish website,            
small red Youtube icon, top right-hand corner) 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A

