
17-18 October,  2020 

“Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 

and to God what belongs to God” 

There are people inside and outside the Church who think that Christ did not give the Church a mandate to 
speak about political matters. They regularly quote the Gospel we have just heard to support their case. But if 
one knows and understands the context and meaning within which this text was written it provides no 
ammunition for those who want the Church to stay indoors, reflect on things ‘spiritual’, preach the eternal 
verities, and sing hymns more ancient than modern. 

In Jesus’ day, we know that some people thought he was a Zealot. Zealots were a well-organised group who 
agitated for the end of the Roman occupation of Israel. One of the things Zealots did was withhold paying the 
Roman taxes. We can see why some people thought Jesus may have been a Zealot. He took the part of the 
poor, the sick, women and those who lived on the fringes of society. He attacked the religious authorities of his 
day and certainly stirred up trouble in many places he went. On the other hand he rejected violence, taught his 
followers to pray for their enemies and to return good for evil. Jesus showed us that the justice and equality 
God longs to see in the world comes from a community which is converted by love, not by weapons, fear or 
revenge. Jesus was no Zealot. 

Rather than undermine civil authority, however, Jesus, in this passage, supports it. But he does more. ‘Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s’ is followed by ‘And give to God, what is God's’, which encompasses all the Caesars of 
this world, all civil authorities and states. The sense that we as the People of God can split off our obligations to 
the Gospel from the State is as false as it’s dangerous. 

We only have to think of some of the darkest chapters last century to see what happens when good, church-
going people, like us, do not put their Sunday devotion in touch with their Monday politics. Evil can reign.  

Christian leaders, who are charged to proclaim and defend the Gospel, are obliged to use whatever forum 
necessary to declare that God’s personal love encompasses everyone and everything under heaven. As the 
prophet Isaiah reminds us today, God calls each one of us by name.  

At times we may not agree with our religious leaders; we may think them ill informed; we may even think they 
have overstepped the mark. If this is the case we should tell them, enable them to consider other perspectives 
and to broaden the basis upon which they make their judgments. But we should never be seduced by those who 
want the Church sidelined from the mainstream of the debates that shape the way we live, the values we share, 
the laws we draft and the priorities we draw up for our 
human community. 

If the Church shows disinterest in any of this, it is untrue to 
the very things for which Jesus lived, died and was raised 
from the dead. By all means we should give to Caesar all 
that Caesar is justly entitled to have for the sake of the 
common good. A higher allegiance, however, goes to God, 
who will call all Caesars to account for what they have done 
and what they failed to do. And we might be asked to 
explain how we let them get away with it in the first place.  
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  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Annual Pest Spray of Church 

On Monday, 19 October both the Church and the         
Presbytery Office will  close at 3.30pm  for the annual pest 
spray.   
 

A Prayer for HSC students 

As Year 12 prepare to commence their HSC exams this 
week we ask you to keep them in your prayers. It has been 
a difficult year for them in their preparation.  

 

God we ask you to be close to all  
HSC students during this time.  

Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence  
in the knowledge that you hold them  

in the palm of your hand. 
Bless them with a keen understanding  

and a retentive memory.  
Give them the ability to be exact in their  

explanations and to express themselves clearly. 
Holy Spirit send them your gifts of  

wisdom and knowledge.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

November Mass Intentions 

When submitting November Mass       
intentions for the  deceased please      
ensure all names are CLEARLY PRINTED 
and the envelope is labelled November 
Masses. Envelopes can be either placed 
in the collection boxes at the church or 
chapel, or left at the Presbytery Office.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms 
This weekend we welcome and celebrate the Baptisms of 
 Eli and Bella Preston 
 Nyah Edwards 
We pray for these children as they are  
gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
We also pray for their families as they 
renew their Baptismal promises and join 
together with their children in God’s   
loving family. 

Fr Paul Priestly Ministry Appraisal 
Fr Paul Gooley is currently undertaking an appraisal of his 
Priestly ministry and leadership of the parishioners and 
staff of St Agnes’ Catholic Parish.  Fr Paul is seeking to 
grow in his service and invites all parishioners to offer 
their honest and open feedback by completing a short    
10-15 minute survey.  

The review process is being facilitated by Lee Spencer 
who will collect and collate the responses and deliver a       
summary only to Fr Paul. Responses will remain          
anonymous and all responses will be destroyed. If you 
would like to complete the survey online please contact 
Lee  via email at lee@appreciateconsultancy.com or if 
you would like to complete a paper copy of the survey  it 
is available from the Presbytery Office.   Surveys are to be 
returned to the Presbytery by Saturday, 24 October.   

 

Thinking about becoming Catholic? 
At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we offer        
assistance and  support for people           
considering the Catholic faith through our 
adult formation program ‘Journey into the 
Catholic Faith’. Our team is ready to help 
enquirers with the first steps in finding out 
more about the Catholic faith and   becoming  a Catholic.  
To find out more, please contact Fr Peter Wood on      
6583 1024 or email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Journey into Catholic Faith                  
for Children 

Expressions of interest for Journey into the Catholic Faith 
for Children in Term 4 are now open. This  sacramental 
program prepares non-Catholic children aged 7–12 years 
for the Sacraments of Initiation into the Catholic Church. 
Sessions will be conducted on Tuesdays from 3.45pm to 
5.00pm at the Youth Hub in Horton Street. It runs over      
5 - 8 weeks and commences on  20 October. Please       
contact Vanessa on  mobile 0447 992 986 or email: 
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

Parish Mass Collections 
With  COVID safety measures     
preventing the traditional method 
for taking up collections during 
Mass, please see below the list of 
options for donating to both the 
first and  second collections. 
 Planned giving  donations can be placed in the     

collection boxes located on either side at the front 
of St Agnes’ church.   

 Contributions can also be made by direct debit 
through our  parish website.  

 The TapnGo device, located at the entrance to the 
Church and Chapels for all masses.  

 

For parishioners who attend weekday 
Mass in St Agnes’ Church on a        

Tuesday please note  
there will be no Mass on  

Tuesday, 20 October. 
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Mission Sunday -  18 October 

This weekend we celebrate World Mission Sunday - a day, 
passionately supported by Pope Francis, when we are 
called to pray and offer material support to the work of 
mission around the world. Ways to Donate: Due to COVID 
restrictions here are some ways to support the Appeal. 

1. Donation envelopes are available in the church/
chapels. Please post envelope directly to address 
listed on envelope. 

2. Visit the website: catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia. 

3. Text GIVE to 0488 854 436 and then follow              
instructions. 

Thank you for your prayerful support and generosity. 

 Sacristy & Church Carers 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the care and           
decoration of the church. If you are able to help with  
cleaning (polishing of vases and candleholders, wiping over 
glass doors, dusting and other simple tasks) and decoration 
(floral arrangements or banner and motif design) please 
contact Tanya Slavin,  Volunteer  Coordinator on  65887444 
or  email her at:   volunteer@stagnesparish.org.au . You will 
be part of a team and only be rostered on 5 times per year, 
on a Friday or Saturday. The cleaning does not involve    
vacuuming the church, as it’s professionally cleaned. 

 Welcoming/Hospitality Volunteers 
With the gradual return of parishioners and visitors to our 
Masses, we would like to invite interested  volunteers to 
join our teams as ‘welcomers’ and ‘ushers’ at each of the 
Sunday Masses.  Please contact Vanessa  on 0447 992 986  
or email vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

Christmas Hampers 

The annual  St Agnes’ Parish Christmas Hamper Appeal will 
be held this year! Due to COVID it will be a different format, 
hampers will be generic with specified food and food 
vouchers. There will be more information available next 
week. Cash donations will be gratefully accepted. 

 

 

Recently Deceased: Chris Daley, June Foley, Deidre     
Patricia  Coy, Maureen McGrath, Margaret Colley,        
Elizabeth Lasmarias, Gabriel Horan, Catherine Baker. 
Anniversaries:  Beryl Walsh, Peter John Gandy, Grace 
Sutton, Kathleen Woods, Susan Brooks, Bob and Hiliary 
Wilson, Hilton Dodd. 
Other Mass Intentions: Piara Marie Yap Stokes, Conchita 
Dumalaog, Wilhelmina van Kerckhof, Allen Woods,      
William Brooks, John A  and  John P Woods, John and 
Kathleen Carroll, Cyril and Eileen Bennett, Patrick       
Murphy, Beryl Thomas, Leila & Harry Warwick, Nell 
Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain, Margaret  Cavanagh,  Helen 
Triggell, donor  intentions,  masses of  sick, masses  of  
thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend Masses and all church 
services is limited by the social distancing rules. So it is 
important to book in for all  Masses at  our chapels and 
churches.  To make a booking,  go to the parish website 
www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow the instructions.  
On arrival:  Entry is from the side of the church please 
  observe social distancing while waiting to 
  be  checked in and have your temperature 
  taken.  On  entry to the church sanitise 
  your  hands. 
 Seating: Be aware of social distancing and sit in          
  allocated seats. In St Agnes’ Church you 
  will be instructed where to sit. 
Singing: There will be no singing. 
Holy Communion: Please observe social distancing 
  coming forward for Holy Communion  
  which may only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Personal choice, it  is not compulsory. 
If you are unwell, at high risk, or  have been to a COVID 
hotspot recently we ask that you do not attend. 
 

Annual Liturgical Publications 
To order the  following 2021 publications contact the 
Presbytery Office by Monday, 19 October. 
 Daily Mass Book and/or Ordo; 
 God’s Word Daily Reflections; 
 Columban Calendar. 
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism ...   
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Remember in Prayer 

‘Tenderness is love that draws near and becomes real. A 
movement that starts from our heart and reaches the 

eyes, the ears and the hands. Tenderness is the path of 
choice for the strongest, most courageous men and   

women. ’ Pope Francis 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street  
Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 

DOGMA  
“Let us always meet each other with  

a smile, for the smile is the  
beginning of love” 

 
St Teresa of Calcutta 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Monday 19 October 
St John Brébeuf 

St Isaac Joques & Companions 
St Paul of the Cross 

 
Thursday 22 October 

St John Paul II 
 

Friday 23 October 
St John of Capistrano 

 
Saturday 24 October 
St Anthony Mary Claret 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the  

website www.stagnesparish.org.au or    
phone the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 Monday to Friday. 

 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only 
11.00am Residential aged care only 
12.05pm  St Agnes’ Church   (No Mass on Tuesday, 20 October) 

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: Book a time  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am-12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

         Parish Angelus Bells 
The Church bells toll the  Angelus twice each day.  
At these times we again ask you  to pray for:  
12 noon:  Health  professionals and those caring for 
  the sick. 
6.00pm:   Those who have died and those who  are sick. 

 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
 

Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  
Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Reflections:   
 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A

