
24-25 October,  2020 

Loving God and your neighbour 
 

October is traditionally a month in which we focus on Mary. In our journey of praying the rosary from the first 

mystery, the Annunciation, until we come to Pentecost, Mary gives us an example of loving God and loving our 

sisters and brothers. The rosary ends with her Assumption and Coronation, a reward for keeping the greatest 

commandment.  
 

The Pharisees in today's gospel reading should have been enjoying the moment when their rivals, the 

Sadducees, having tried to trick Jesus with a question concerning the resurrection, were silenced by him. But 

on that day, the Pharisees and the Sadducees joined in an attempt to silence Jesus. Losing arguments with 

Jesus meant risking losing their followers and increasing Jesus’ popularity. So, they got together and called on 

an expert in the law to ask another tricky question.  
 

His question sounds genuine. Over the years, the scribes, Pharisees and the Sadducees had burdened the lives 

of ordinary Jews with 613 rules, Dos’ and Don’ts.  There were “greater laws” and “smaller laws” and “oral and 

written” laws.  Hence the question: Which commandment assured eternal life? But the purpose here was to 

trap Jesus. They wanted Jesus to say something at variance with the Law of Moses and thus hasten his 

condemnation.   
 

Jesus replied with a surprising combination of the two Old Testament texts, Deuteronomy 6:5 (You shall love 

the Lord your God …) and Leviticus 19:18 (You shall love your neighbour ...) For the first time ever Jesus 

brought these commandments together and said that on these two together hung the rest of the Scripture. 

That was an unexpected answer which enraged his enemies.  But here is the heart of Jesus’ teaching.  
 

Today’s first reading speaks of how greatly God cares for His people. God calls the poor, the widow, the orphan 

and the stranger “His People.” The Lord says to Moses “I shall hear their cry. . . I will 

listen, for I am full of pity.” 
 

Saint Catherine of Genoa, a mystic, once prayed, “Lord, you say that I should love my 

neighbour, but I can love no one but you." God replied to her in these words: 

"Everybody who loves me loves what I love." God loves his people. Loving God and 

loving your neighbour are inseparable. As the First Letter of St John tells us, “If 

anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 

his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.”  
 

On the last Sunday of this Marian month may we learn from Mother Mary. In the 

miraculous icon of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, she holds the Son of God close to 

her heart, but her eyes are fixed on the wounded world and its suffering people.   
 

Manoj Kunnath CSsR 
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  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year A  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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ALL SOULS’ FEAST DAY 

Monday 2 November 
A special Mass commemorating 
departed relatives and friends is 
being offered on Monday,            
2  November in St Agnes’ Church 
at 5.15pm. It is an opportunity  
to remember those who have 
died yet remain close to us in our 
hearts and in our minds.  

A reminder you will need to book in to attend this Mass. 

 

‘On these two commandments hang the 

whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 
How do we apply the law of love in our lives? What does it 
mean to love God and our neighbour in the world today? 
Can we broaden our concept of neighbour to include the 
wider world, particularly where basic needs are great? The 
love Jesus is talking about is more than warm feelings   
towards others. Charity is vital in our world but it goes 
alongside speaking out and acting on behalf of others. It 
means living simply, sharing our wealth, protecting our 
environment and investing our money ethically so as not 
to exploit others. 

The Living Word 

 

November Mass Intentions 

When submitting November Mass       
intentions for the  deceased 
please ensure all names are 
CLEARLY PRINTED and the        
envelope is labelled  November 
Masses. Envelopes can be either 
placed in the collection boxes at 
the church or chapel, or left at the 
Presbytery Office.  
 

 

Fr Paul Priestly Ministry Appraisal 
Fr Paul Gooley is currently undertaking an appraisal of his 
Priestly ministry and leadership of the parishioners and 
staff of St Agnes’ Catholic Parish.  Fr Paul is seeking to 
grow in his service and invites all parishioners to offer 
their honest and open feedback by completing a short    
10-15 minute survey.  

The review process is being facilitated by Lee Spencer 
who will collect and collate the responses and deliver a       
summary only to Fr Paul. Responses will remain          
anonymous and all responses will be destroyed. If you 
would like to complete the survey online please contact 
Lee  via email at lee@appreciateconsultancy.com or if 
you would like to complete a paper copy of the survey  it 
is available from the Presbytery Office.   Surveys are to be 
returned to the Presbytery by Monday, 26 October.   

Parish Mass Collections 
With  COVID safety measures       
preventing the traditional method 
for taking up collections during 
Mass, please see below the list of 
options for donating to both the first 
and  second collections. 
 Planned giving  donations can be placed in the     

collection boxes located on either side at the front 
of St Agnes’ church.   

 Contributions can also be made by direct debit 
through our  parish website.  

 The TapnGo device, located at the entrance to the 
Church and Chapels for all masses.  

 

A Prayer for HSC students 

As Year 12 continue their HSC exams this week we ask you 
to keep them in your prayers. It has been a difficult year 
for them in their preparation.  

 

God we ask you to be close to all  
HSC students during this time.  

Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence  
in the knowledge that you hold them  

in the palm of your hand. 
Bless them with a keen understanding  

and a retentive memory.  
Give them the ability to be exact in their  

explanations and to express themselves clearly. 
Holy Spirit send them your gifts of  

wisdom and knowledge.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Resources for Nourishing Faith 
At the moment I am working with various stakeholders to 
enable some quality, spiritual and intellectual resources to 
be uploaded on the Parish website. However, over the 
past couple of months, I have emailed to around 200    
parishioners various links to what I would consider quality 
resources to nourish our faith. The people who have     
received these emails have done so because they either 
completed the parish survey and/or have been, or are  
currently on, a liturgical ministry roster. (I know this has 
not ‘caught’ everyone in the net!) The feedback I have  
received around this weekly email is that people want this 
to continue. Therefore if you currently do not receive this 
email and would like to do so, please contact me and I will 
add you to the list – tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or 
0436 941 280. (Remember, you don’t have to read/view/
listen to everything. You chose what you want to access. 
Also, STAY TUNED FOR AN EXCITING DIOCESAN             
INIATITIVE around spiritual, intellectual and faith         
formation.  

Tony Worner, Leader of Lay Formation 
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 Sacristy & Church Carers 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the care and           
decoration of the church. If you are able to help with  
cleaning (polishing of vases and candleholders, wiping over 
glass doors, dusting and other simple tasks) and decoration 
(floral arrangements or banner and motif design) please 
contact Tanya Slavin,  Volunteer  Coordinator on  65887444 
or  email her at:   volunteer@stagnesparish.org.au . You will 
be part of a team and only be rostered on 5 times per year, 
on a Friday or Saturday. The cleaning does not involve    
vacuuming the church, as it’s professionally cleaned. 

 Welcoming/Hospitality Volunteers 
With the gradual return of parishioners and visitors to our 
Masses, we would like to invite interested  volunteers to 
join our teams as ‘welcomers’ and ‘ushers’ at each of the 
Sunday Masses.  Please contact Vanessa  on 0447 992 986  
or email vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

Catholic Mission 
Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic 
Mission Church Appeal through your prayers 
and financial support. Your generosity makes 
it possible for the Church, through programs 
such as the Arrupe Centre, in Cambodia, to   
continue making the love of Jesus Christ real - both        
spiritually and materially. For more information about the 
work of Catholic Mission in Cambodia and around the 
world, please contact our friendly team at the freecall 
number 1800 257 296 or visit the Catholic Mission  web-
site at  catholicmission.org.au/contact. 
 

Christmas Hamper Appeal 

For information on the 2020 COVID arrangements  for the 
parish Christmas Hamper Appeal please see the flyer in the 
parish newsletter. For some financial donations  may be the 
preferred way, or you can donate online to: 

Name of Account: St Agnes Parish Christmas Hampers 

Account Details:  BSB: 082 798; 

    Account: 519118830. 

 

 
 
This weekend we welcome and          
celebrate the Baptism of Lila Koncurat. 
We pray for Lila as she is gifted with the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. We also pray for 
Lila’s family as they renew their         
Baptismal promises and join  together 
with Lila  in God’s loving family. 

 

 

Recently Deceased: Therese Binder, Colleen Brown,   
Ruth Tyrell, Chris Daley, June Foley, Maureen McGrath. 
Anniversaries:  Tommy and Monica Pattinson, Betty 
Knight, Nell Bayada, Kevin Geaney, Ernest Cassidy,      
John Michael White, Gerard Cassegrain. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Bill Rourke, Wilhelmina van 
Kerckhof,  John and Kathleen Carroll, Cyril and Eileen  
Bennett, Patrick Murphy, Beryl Thomas, Leila & Harry 
Warwick, Nell Sweeney, Margaret  Cavanagh,  Helen 
Triggell, Jeanne Levy, Debbie, donor  intentions,  masses 
for the sick, masses  of  thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend Masses and all church 
services is limited by the social distancing rules. So it is 
important to book in for all  Masses at  our chapels and 
churches.  To make a booking,  go to the parish website 
www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow the instructions.  
On arrival:  Entry is from the side of the church please 
  observe social distancing while waiting to 
  be  checked in and have your temperature 
  taken.  On  entry to the church sanitise 
  your  hands. 
 Seating: Be aware of social distancing and sit in          
  allocated seats. In St Agnes’ Church you 
  will be instructed where to sit. 
Singing: There will be no singing. 
Holy Communion: Please observe social distancing 
  coming forward for Holy Communion  
  which may only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Personal choice, it  is not compulsory. 
If you are unwell, at high risk, or  have been to a COVID 
hotspot recently we ask that you do not attend. 
 

Baptism Information Night 

Will be held on Thursday 29 October at 6.00pm as a  
ZOOM session. You need to register by calling         
6583 1024 before 1.00pm on the Thursday. 
 

Cenacle and Rosary 
Cenacle, including the Rosary and Adoration, will be 
held at Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, Ocean Drive, 
Lake Cathie  on Thursday, 29 October at 3.00pm.  
 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                From the Catechism ...   
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Remember in Prayer 

‘Prayer is the centre of life. If there is prayer, even a 
brother, a sister, becomes important. Those who 
adore God, love His children. Those who respect 

God, respect human beings. ’ Pope Francis 

mailto:volunteer@stagnesparish.org.au
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street  
Port Macquarie 2444 
PO Box 23 
 
T (02) 6583 1024  
E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.90% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 

DOGMA  
“If you judge people, you have no 

time to love them” 
 

St Teresa of Calcutta 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

FEAST DAYS 
 

Wednesday 28 October 
St Simon Apostle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Jude Apostle 
 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the  

website www.stagnesparish.org.au or    
phone the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 Monday to Friday. 

 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only 
11.00am Residential aged care only 
12.05pm  St Agnes’ Church    

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie  

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: Book a time  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am-12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

         Parish Angelus Bells 
The Church bells toll the  Angelus twice each day.  
At these times we again ask you  to pray for:  
12 noon:  Health  professionals and those caring for 
  the sick. 
6.00pm:   Those who have died and those who  are sick. 

 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
 

Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane 
Sunday Mass - 10.00am from the Cathedral.  
Website: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Reflections:   
 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A

