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Leaving a better world 
 

St Paul’s advice for Christian living seems alarmingly negative: life is very short, so don’t get too caught up in 

things of the world, whether relationships, politics, economics or cultural pursuits. His reason is simple: “the 

world as we know it is passing away”.  
 

In fact, the passing nature of the world in which we live today is occurring at an increasingly rapid pace due to 

the technological revolution which impacts on jobs, communications, travel, climate, habitat, lifestyle, 

business, recreation, to name a few. Time seems to be moving faster and the experiences of life more 

fleeting.  
 

In other terms, we recognise increasing threats of terrorism, global warming, nuclear war and what is fast 

becoming the largest mass migration of human beings in history. While the biblical destruction of Nineveh did 

not come to pass, we must wonder if the destruction of peoples, cultures and entire eco-systems in our 

current world is not the impending Nineveh disaster of our own times. 
 

Clearly, it is now our time to listen to the voices of the prophets ably summarised in the words of Jesus: “The 

time has come; the kingdom of God is close at hand; repent and believe in the Good News”. Or in the words 

of Pope Francis: “It is we human beings who need to change” if we are “to safeguard our common 

home” (planet earth), enact justice for all people, especially the poor and marginalised, and provide a world 

that will be habitable for future generations.  
 

Jonah, John the Baptist, Jesus and Francis are at one in challenging human greed and corruption which 

threaten us and our world. However, no matter how things may appear, there is no cause for despair. We 

have genuine human, spiritual and practical options. Like Simon, Andrew, James and John, we too are being 

“called by name” to leave behind the things that bind us, and to become missionary disciples of God’s justice 

and mercy. This is what Jesus calls “the Good News” and what Francis calls “The joy of the Gospel”. 
 

To be sure, we are not capable of saving ourselves or our world. The great teaching of Christianity is that only 

God brings reconciliation, healing, final hope and salvation. But God calls us to be partners in this work of 

creation and salvation. Like the prophets and apostles 

before us, we too are called to be co-workers with Christ and 

the Holy Spirit in enabling the “reign of God” to come about.  
 

We must pray for the courage of the first disciples to give 

ourselves wholeheartedly to our relationship with Jesus and 

to his mission of mercy. Likewise, we pray that the Church, 

its leaders and ourselves will not shy away from the radical 

demands of the gospel and discipleship. 
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  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  3rd Sunday in  Ordinary Time 

 



. 
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The Chapel of Saints - 
St Agnes’ Tapestries 

 

After extensive cleaning and repairs our beautiful church tapestries are once again hanging in St Agnes’ 
Church in what is now called The Chapel of Saints (side chapel).  These tapestries have a special significance 
for our Parish and a wonderful history.  In 1993 St Bernard’s Church, Telegraph Point was destroyed in a fire.  
Telegraph Point parishioner Nona Byrnes had previously handmade and donated a beautiful tapestry of St 
Bernard to the church that was sadly destroyed in the fire.  Nona proposed to Fr Leo Donnelly, then Parish 
Priest, that she would remake the tapestry for the newly rebuilt St Bernard’s Church and Fr D, in his inimitable 
style, suggested that tapestries be made for all the Parish churches and chapels.  Fr D gave Nona $1,000 and 
his blessing to undertake this mighty task.  
 

Parishioners Nona Byrnes and Mary Myson under the expert tutelage of 
TAFE Head Textile teacher Carol Kepars worked generously and tirelessly 
from 9.00am to 5.00pm every Saturday for over a year to create, with love 
and commitment the tapestries which were completed in 1997. 
 

The seven tapestries when viewed together, show the Hastings Valley 
background of mountains running down to the sea.  Depicted are our     
Patroness St Agnes (St Agnes’ Church & St Agnes’ Church Lord Howe  
Island); St Bernard of Clairvaux (Telegraph Point); St Francis of Assisi 
(St Francis of Assisi Chapel, St Agnes Village); Christ the King (Patron of Christ the King Chapel, Lourdes  
Village); Our Lady (Lake Cathie, St Mary’s Star of the Sea); St Joseph (patron saint of the Sisters of St Joseph 
who have served our Parish since 1913 including St Joseph’s, St Agnes’ and St Peter’s Schools) & St Joseph’s 
Regional College and St Mary MacKillop (MacKillop College). 
 

A couple of items of interest when viewing the tapestries - St. Mary MacKillop holds a beautiful antique set of 
rosary beads with a crucifix tucked into her belt.  Both items were given to Mary Myson for use in the          
tapestries, generously donated by the Sisters of St Joseph, East Gosford.  Christ the King holds an orb topped 
with a gold cross (globus cruciger).  Fr Donnelly donated one of his own gold collar lapel pins for the top of 
the orb.   
 

Our Parish is so grateful and fortunate to have been given such a generous gift of time and artistic beauty 

from our three wonderful “tapestry ladies”, Carol Kepars, Nona Byrnes and Mary Myson. Thank you once 

again, for your enduring and treasured gift to our Parish of St Agnes. 

 

Nona Byrnes & Carol Kepars - 1997  

Baptism Information Night 
The next Information night will be held on 
Thursday, 28 January at 6.00pm. It will be a 
Zoom session. You will need to contact the 
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 to book in. If 
you are planning on having your child  baptised 
it is necessary for you to attend a session. 

Australia Day -  Mass Time Change 

A reminder: Tuesday 26 January is a public  
holiday for Australia Day. Mass will be at 9.00am 
in St Agnes’ Church. 
 
The following offices will be closed: 
 Parish Administration & Property Services. 
 The Presbytery Office. 
 Diocesan Business Office. 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au


 

From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                        From the Catechism… 

 

 

Recently Deceased: Melba Andari, Don Farrell, 
Frances Magick, Anna Maria van de Pas,  
Neville Graham, Peter Reed, Bill Wood, Paul Ryan, 
Shawny Totora, Merlyn Dela Cruz. 
Anniversaries: Fr Leo Donnelly, Thomas and  
Genevieve Reed. 
Other Mass Intentions:   Hilton Dodds,  
Minnie Downes, Nora Downes Roberts,  
Beryl Thomas, Emily O’Reilly, Stan Condon,  
Molly and Robert Friggens, Jeanne Levy, Deb Kelly, 
Huntley O’Connor, Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter, 
Shirley Daborn, family and friends suffering from 
illness, donor intentions, masses for the sick, 
masses of  thanksgiving. 

 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend church services is  
determined by the 2 sq metre government regulations. 
It is compulsory to book in for all  Masses at  the 
chapels and churches.  To make a booking,  go to the 
parish  website www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow  
instructions, or phone the Presbytery on 6583 1024.  
We ask attendees please arrive at least 10 minutes  
prior to the commencement of Mass to allow enough 
time for the allocation of distanced seating and to   
minimise movement once Mass has started. 
On arrival:  Have your name marked off and  on entry 
  to the church sanitise your hands.   
Seating: Be aware of social distancing, sit in          
  allocated seats or where instructed  to sit. 
Singing: There is no singing. 
Holy Communion: Only be given on the hand. 
Masks: If you are a visitor from Sydney we ask 
  that you wear a mask.  
If you are from a hotspot,  or are unwell, we ask that 
you do not attend.  
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Remember in Prayer Quality Up-to-date Catholic News 
Online:  

CATHNEWS is the most frequently visited free Catholic 
website in Australia with a daily news service featuring 
local and international Catholic news. Visit: 
www.cathnews.com to subscribe to their weekly 
enewsletter.  
 
CATHOLIC WEEKLY to subscribe for print news delivered 
to your door, visit: www.catholicweekly.com.au  to 
choose from 3 months ($50), 6 months ($85) or a 12 
month subscription ($150), or subscribe to the Catholic 
Weekly enewsletter.  
 
CATHOLIC LEADER offers a free subscription to their 
digital newspaper during the COVID-19 pandemic with 
free delivery of a digital newspaper to your inbox every 
Thursday morning.  

“Be a gift of love and compassion for one another.” 
- St. Mary of the Cross Mackillop  

Australia Day Prayer 
O God, the wonders of our vast and rugged land 

reflect your beauty, ever ancient, ever new.  May 

your blessings flow upon us as a 

stream in the desert, and may your 

spirit prompt us to use your gifts for 

the good of all.  May God who 

formed our southern land be for us a 

rock of strength. May God who rules 

our southern seas keep us safe in 

every storm. May God who made our 

southern skies turn our darkness into 

light.   Amen. 

Scriptural Context  
The Gospel in a hurry 

One of the features of this week’s gospel is the  
immediate response that Jesus inspires from the 
fishermen as they give up all that they previously 
knew to follow him. We will see throughout this year 

of readings that this is  
characteristic of the Gospel of 
Mark. This gospel is sometimes 
referred to as the gospel in a  
hurry as the writer uses a lot of 
language that implies haste – 
‘straight away’; ‘immediately’; 
‘that day’; ‘at once’. Such 
 language is used to describe 

the movement of Jesus around Galilee but it is also 
used to describe the powerful reactions people have 
to him.  
 Liturgy Help 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
www.cathnews.com%20
:%20www.catholicweekly.com.au


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon Elect 
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCSAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOGMA 
 

“No duty is too little to be  
done well”   

 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
___________________________ 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the  

website www.stagnesparish.org.au or    
phone the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 Monday to Friday. 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only (not during January) 
11.00am Residential aged care only (not during January) 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  (Australia Day) 

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church (Feast of St Agnes) 
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel   

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: (Please book for Reconciliation)  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 - Fr Paul Daily Reflections  
 

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER 
Week commencing 31 January 2021 

 

7.30am: Margaret Swan 
 Jennifer Campbell 
 Jim O’Brien
9.00am: Alan Wheatland 
 Beth Flynn 
 Barry Johnson 
5.00pm: Marg Gobius 
 Jaclyn Reay 
 Tess Koning 

Tuesday 9.00am:  2 February 
Volunteer 
 
Thursday 12.05pm: 4 February 
Sue Williams 
 
Friday 12.05pm:  5 February 
Peta Rourke Liturgical Celebrations  

 

Ordinary Time 3 
 

Monday 25 January 
The Conversion of St Paul        Feast 
 
Tuesday 26 January 
Australia Day (Special prayers used 
at Mass) 
 
Wednesday 27 January 
St Angela Merici                   Optional 
Sts Timothy and Titus (in Australia)                      
Optional 
 
Thursday 28 January 
St Thomas Aquinas            Memorial 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.english.op.org/godzdogz/the-conversion-of-st-paul
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=21
https://www.piercedhearts.org/theology_heart/life_saints/sts_timothy_titus.html
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=2530

