
20-21 February  2021 

Dear Parishioners and friends, 
 

Lent 
Available this weekend as we begin our Lenten journey for 2021 is Pope Francis’  Lenten message. Well worth 
a read as Lent begins. Don’t forget to check the parish news for all the other Lenten resources that are on 
offer this year. 
 

Church Entry and Exits 
All three church doors will now be open before and after Mass. However, please, please, please only enter by 
the Presbytery side door so Covid check in can occur. 
 

Diaconate 
We received word this week that having completed his retreat recently Prodencio has now completed all the 
requirements for Ordination to the Diaconate. On behalf of parishioners, I would like to congratulate 
Prodencio and assure him of our ongoing support as he takes this step. Prodencio’s ordination to the 
Diaconate will take place on Friday 12  March at 5.30pm in St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore. 
 

Sister Marjorie 
You may be aware of a car accident that happened at the Harrington turn off this past week. Unfortunately, 
Sr Marjorie was involved in that accident. She has a broken ankle and spinal injuries and is currently in 
hospital. Please keep Sr Marjorie in your prayers. 
 

Parish Safequarding Support Committee (PSSC) 
For some time now I have been wanting to put in place a safeguarding committee for the parish. The 
members of this committee would have as their key priority - ensuring that the parish is a safe and supportive 
environment for people of all ages, with special concern for children, young people and vulnerable adults.  
 

What is a PSSC? A PSSC supports and assists the Parish Priest in fulfilling his role and responsibilities set out in 
the various policies and protocols safeguarding and child protection. The committee will assist with making 
our parish compliant and working with our volunteers and parishioners in providing a greater understanding 
of safeguarding and what that means for all in our parish community. 

          
  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  1st Sunday in Lent 

What is Safeguarding and its role? The role of the Safeguarding Committee is to raise awareness regarding our 
collective responsibility to protect the safety, well-being and dignity of children, young people and  vulnerable 
adults within the Parish. The Safeguarding Office of the Diocese will also work with PSSC so that our parish is 
aware of, and compliant with both Church and State requirements in the area of Safeguarding.  

Why does the Parish need a PSSC? Even though we can be audited at any time by church and civil bodies. 
Even though we can incur fines for non-compliance. Even though we can be named and shamed. I simply want 
to ensure the safety of all in our parish so that no repeat of what has happened in the past can ever occur 

If you can help me in this mission then please register your interest by calling the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 

 
God bless 
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Jamila, 22, is a Rohingya woman living in the world’s 
largest refugee camp in Bangladesh.      She was forced 
to flee the armed conflict in Myanmar to save herself, 
her elderly mother and her eight-month-old baby.  
With the support of Caritas Australia, through Caritas 
Bangladesh, Jamila was able to access  emergency food 
and shelter. She also received counselling, emotional 
support, and learnt sewing skills to help her earn an in-
come.  
Jamila now feels less alone, with a sense of community 
around her. She is able to ‘Be More’ to her little family.  
“Thank you, and thanks Caritas Australia,” Jamila says . 
Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a 
set of donation envelopes and support Caritas Australia 
this  Lenten season themed “Be More”.  You can donate 
through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning  
1800 024 413. 

 

Filipino Mass 
A Filipino Mass will be celebrated  on Sunday,  

28 February at 11.30am in St Agnes Catholic Church. It is 
essential to book. Should you wish to attend please text 
Grace on 0439 377 574.  

 

Baptism Information Night 

A Baptism Information night will be held on Thursday  
25 February commencing at 6.00pm. This will be an 
online ZOOM session. If you are planning on having your 
child baptised you will need to attend an information 
session which are held  on the last Thursday  of each 
month. The dates are on the website. 

 

Pre Marriage Weekend 

This weekend there are six couples  attending the parish 
pre marriage weekend being held at Francis Retreat, 
Bonny Hills. These couples will be guided through their 
sacrament of marriage preparation by a team of        
volunteers from Port Macquarie, Wauchope and      
Camden Haven parishes. Please keep both the couples 
and the team members in your  prayers. 
 

Weekly Resources 
Tony Worner, Leader of Lay Formation, has                 
recommenced a weekly email to parishioners with links 
to various resources, including the following week’s 
readings with commentary and a reflection on these, 
information of upcoming on-line prayer and formation 
opportunities, and in general, information that may help 
in growing a person’s faith and/or spirituality. If you do 
not presently receive this, and would like to do so, 
please contact the Presbytery with your email details or 
email Tony directly tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au. 

Season of Lent 
Parish Lenten Groups 

If you are interested in joining a group please contact the  
Presbytery Office. Lent is a time of    renewal in faith, hope 
and love so that we can enter more fully into the celebra-
tion of the Sacred Triduum of our Lords’ last supper, his  
suffering and death on the cross and his  glorious  resurrec-
tion.  

‘Comfort’ Lenten Reflection Books 
Our Lenten reflection books have arrived! This year we are 
asking for a gold coin donation towards the cost of these 
books. As you begin your Lenten journey the  daily          
reflections will relate to the Sunday Gospels. The Gospels 
for Year B help us to focus on getting to know who the    
person of Jesus is, for us personally and as a community. 
These books are available from the  Presbytery Office and 
the church and chapels. 
 

Bishop Greg’s Lenten Talk Series continues  
This year’s Lenten talks will focus on Reflections on COVID-
19. The talks will be held on the following Tuesdays in        
St Carthage’s Cathedral: 
 23 February  
 2 March  
 9 March 
 16 March 
It will not be live-streamed, but will be recorded and on 
YouTube by close of business on the following Thursday. 
Lismore Diocese YouTube channel link on the back page of 
the parish newsletter. 
 
 

Our time of preparation has begun 
 With Ash Wednesday Lent has begun. In just six weeks we 
celebrate Easter, the celebration of which will run for a fur-
ther seven weeks, right up until the Feast of Pentecost 
(May 23). In the Church's Liturgical Calendar, this means 
Ordinary Time is interrupted for 14 weeks by the Season of 
Lent, the Easter Triduum (“three days”) and the Easter Sea-
son. 
During the 40 days of Lent, ask yourself:  

To whom can I give? (Almsgiving) 

To grow, what do I need to give up? (Fasting) 

With what do I need God's help? (Prayer)  

 

Leader/Location Day & Time 

Kay Bain 
Presbytery Boardroom 

Commencing Wednesday 
17 February at 10.00am 

Maureen McCabe 
Lake Cathie Church 

Commencing Wednesday 
17 February at 10.00am 

Marg Gobius &  
Joan Lancaster 
Presbytery Boardroom 

Commencing Wednesday 
17 February at 5.00pm 
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From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                        From the Catechism… 

 

 

Recently Deceased:  Patricia Hanly, Margaret Smith, 
Philip Philip, William (Jack) Bailey, John Bourke. 
Anniversaries:  Leonie Cleary, Bryan Antram, Kathleen 
and Allen Woods, Susan and William Brooks, John A 
and John P Woods,  Kathleen O’Neill, Teresa & Andrew  
Boland, Eileen and James O’Connor, James Mulkerin. 
Other Mass Intentions:   Eileen & Keith Morrissey, 
Trisha Day, Betty Perry, Phillip Perry, Steven Perry, 
Blanche Perry, Lloyd Perry, Lucyanne  Perry,  Matthew 
Coghlan, Tony Yardley,  Cyril Bennett, Eileen Bennett, 
John Carroll,  Kathleen Carroll, Peggy Collins, Beryl 
Thomas, Helen Woolford, Kathleen Haxell, Tony and 
Trudy Baker, Jeanne Levy, Deb Kelly, Huntley O’Connor, 
Barbara Grant, Geoff  Porter, Shirley Daborn, donor 

intentions, masses for the sick, masses of thanksgiving. 
 

Important Mass Protocols 
The number permitted to attend church services is  
determined by the 2 sq metre government regulations. 
It is compulsory to book in for all  Masses at  the 
chapels and churches.  To make a booking,  go to the 
parish  website www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow  
instructions, or phone the Presbytery on 6583 1024.  
We ask attendees to please arrive at least 10 minutes  
prior to the commencement of Mass to allow enough 
time for the allocation of distanced seating and to   
minimise movement once Mass has started. 
On arrival:  Have your name marked off and  on entry 
  to the church sanitise your hands.   
Seating: Be aware of social distancing, sit in          
  allocated seats or where instructed  to sit. 
Singing: There is no singing. 
Holy Communion: Only be given on the hand. 
Masks: If you are a visitor from Wollongong and 
  Victoria we ask that you wear a mask.  
If you are from a hotspot,  or are unwell, we ask that 
you do not attend.  
 

Journey into the Catholic Faith      
for Children 

Expressions of interest for Journey into the Catholic 
Faith for Children are now open. This parish               
sacramental program prepares  non-Catholic children 
aged 7–12 years for the  Sacraments of Initiation into 
the Catholic Church. Sessions will be conducted on 
Tuesdays from    3.45pm – 5.00pm at the Youth Hub in 
Horton Street. The program runs over 5 - 8 weeks and 
commences on 16 February. For further information  
contact Vanessa on mobile: 0447 992 986 or email: 
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

Remember in Prayer 

In our Lenten journey towards Easter, let us remember the 
One who “humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). During this season 
of conversion, let us renew our faith, draw from the “living 
water” of hope, and receive with open hearts the love of 

God, who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ ‘.      
Pope Francis 

 

Most Revd Geoffrey Jarrett’s Jubilee  
Please keep Most Revd Geoffrey Jarrett, 5th Bishop of  
Lismore, in your prayers as he celebrates fifty years a 
Priest and twenty years a Bishop. A Mass will be held at   
St Carthage’s  Cathedral, Lismore on Monday, 22 February  
at 5.30pm.  
 

World Day of Prayer - 5 March 
The World Day of Prayer is a global       
ecumenical movement led by Christian 
women who welcome you to join in    
prayer and action for peace and justice.  
This year’s hosts, from Vanuatu, invite 
people from all nations to join with them 
to celebrate in prayer. The theme for 2021 
is ‘Build a Strong Foundation’. Locally, we 
will gather with other Christian churches 

on Friday 5 March at 10:30am at the Seventh Day          
Adventist Church, 500 Ocean Drive. Bookings are essen-
tial. Please contact Beate on 6584 4097. 
 

National Day of Prayer & Fasting  

27 February 
The National Day of Prayer and 
Fasting shares the same vision as the 
40-day Lenten period of prayer and 
fasting, that is the spiritual renewal 
and transformation of our nation 
through the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. For this year’s 10th      
anniversary celebration people are invited to join a       
National Zoom Prayer Call   anytime between 9am – 6pm 
on Saturday 27 February 2021. Registrations can be made 
via www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au. 
 

Happy birthday Prodencio 

Deacon elect, Prodencio, will be  
celebrating his birthday this weekend! 

Please keep him in your prayers as he prepares for 
his ordination to the Diaconate on 12 March. 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon Elect 
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOGMA 
 

“Lent comes providentially to  
awaken us, to shake us from  

our lethargy."  
 

Pope Francis 
 ________________________ 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the  

website www.stagnesparish.org.au or    
phone the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 Monday to Friday. 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church   

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church (Feast of St Agnes) 
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: (Please book for Reconciliation)  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER 
Week commencing 28 February 2021 

 

7.30am: Jennifer Campbell 
 Margaret Swan 
 Pat McLoughlin
9.00am: Cathy Hawtin 
 Ann Thurgate 
 Gary Gallagher 
5.00pm: Sarah Smith 
 Kate Field 
 Diana Smith 

Tuesday 12.05pm:  2 March 
Volunteer 

 

 

Thursday 12.05pm:  4 March 
Volunteer 
 
 

Friday 12.05pm:  5 March 
Jaclyn Reay 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

First Week of LENT 
 
Monday 22 February 
The Chair of St Peter                Feast 
 
Lismore Diocese: Episcopal  
Ordination of Most Rev. Gregory 
Homeming, 2017 
 
Tuesday 22 February 
St Polycarp (Collect only)    Optional 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/saint-peters-chair-why-a-celebration
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=99

