
27-28 February  2021 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

Parish Safequarding Support Committee (PSSC) 
For some time now I have been wanting to put in place a safeguarding committee for the parish. The 
members of this committee would have as their key priority - ensuring that the parish is a safe and supportive 
environment for people of all ages, with special concern for children, young people and vulnerable adults.  
 

What is a PSSC? A PSSC supports and assists the Parish Priest in fulfilling his role and responsibilities set out in 
the various policies and protocols safeguarding and child protection. The committee will assist with making 
our parish compliant and working with our volunteers and parishioners in providing a greater understanding 
of safeguarding and what that means for all in our parish community. 
 

What is Safeguarding and its role? The role of the Safeguarding Committee is to raise awareness regarding 
our collective responsibility to protect the safety, well-being and dignity of children, young people and  
vulnerable adults within the Parish. The Safeguarding Office of the Diocese will also work with PSSC so that 
our parish is aware of, and compliant with both Church and State requirements in the area of Safeguarding.  
 

Why does the Parish need a PSSC? Even though we can be audited at any time by church and civil bodies. 
Even though we can incur fines for non-compliance. Even though we can be named and shamed. I simply 
want to ensure the safety of all in our parish so that no repeat of what has happened in the past can ever 
occur again. 
 

I am still looking for people to join this committee so f you can help me in this mission then please register 
your interest by calling the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
 

Lent 
Please check the parish news for Lenten resources that are on offer this year. Copies of Pope Francis’ Lenten 
message 2021 are still available and can be collected from the Presbytery Office. 
 

Church Entry and Exits 
All three church doors will now be open before and after Mass. However, please, please, please only enter 
by the Presbytery side door so Covid check in can occur. 
 

Diaconate 
We received word this week that having completed his retreat recently Prodencio has now completed all the 
requirements for Ordination to the Diaconate. On behalf of parishioners, I would like to congratulate 
Prodencio and assure him of our ongoing support as he takes this step. Prodencio’s ordination to the 
Diaconate will take place on Friday 12  March at 5.30pm in St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore. Please keep him 
in your prayers over the coming weeks. 
 

Update on Sister Marjorie 
Sister Marjorie is on the mend following her accident. She is in good spirits and is recuperating well. Please 
continue to keep her in your prayers. 
 

God Bless, 
 

 

          
  OUR VISION 

         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

• holiness in the image of Christ.  

• proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

• minister within the faith community.  

• the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  2nd Sunday in Lent 
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Project Compassion Prayer  
God of all peoples and nations, 

As you accompany us on our Lenten journey, 
may our fasting strengthen our commitment  

to live in solidarity, 
our almsgiving be an act of justice, and 

our prayers anchor us in love and compassion. 
Through living simply and loving generously,  

may we care for our global family and our  
common home, as we  

“Aspire not to have more, but to be more”. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

St Oscar Romero 
 

MacKillop Centre –  
Sincere thanks to the team 

 For the past 15 years Marie Arnold has worked with a 
team of dedicated volunteers at the MacKillop Centre to 
offer religious and piety items for sale to both our         
St Agnes’ family and the wider community. After careful 
reflection and consultation in 2020, the decision was 
made to offer these items via a new structure. On 
Thursday, 18 February, the Parish thanked Marie and 
her wonderful group of volunteers for the dedicated 
service at a lunch gathering. Many of them are still keen 
to be involved in volunteering and are pleased that this 
great service will continue in the parish. 
The Parish will have two options for what will be known 
as the St Agnes’ Gift Shop. Firstly, the St Agnes’ Uniform 
Store, located in Boronia Street next to St Agnes’       
Primary School and, secondly, possibly a smaller kiosk at 
the front of the Presbytery Office. 
The St Agnes’ Uniform Store services our schools, seeing 
hundreds of families walk through the door to purchase 
uniforms, so this seems an obvious point of sale.       
Similarly, the Presbytery Office, located adjacent to the 
doorsteps of the Church, is a place where parishioners 
would be keen to have the opportunity to buy missals, 
cards and      sacramental gifts. Thanks again to all who 
served our community through their work at the 
MacKillop Centre!   
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
The origins of the Apostles’ Creed are believed to      
predate the  Nicene Creed. It is universally recognised 
by many  Christians as a shared statement of our faith in 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Apostles’ Creed 
may be used at any Sunday Mass, but the church       
particularly recommends its use during Lent and Easter 
Time. Why? Because the words of this ancient Creed 
have been used for centuries as the basis of our        
baptismal promises, and the seasons of Lent and Easter 
put a strong focus on baptism. During Lent we prepare 
those who will be baptised at Easter while readying  
ourselves to renew our own baptismal promises.  

Bishop Greg’s Lenten Talk Series       
This year’s Lenten talks will focus on Reflections on COVID-
19. The talks will be held on the following Tuesdays in        
St Carthage’s Cathedral: 
 2 March  
 9 March 
 16 March 
It  will not be live-streamed, but will be recorded and on 
YouTube by close of business on the following  Thursday. 
Lismore Diocese You Tube Channel link is on the back page 
of the parish newsletter. 

The disciples in today’s gospel stood in the presence of 
God. ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him. Suddenly 
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus.’ It was here they recognised the    
divinity of Jesus and hope for humanity. They saw God 
anew in their teacher and were transformed. We are called 
to see God anew. To see God’s presence in our brothers 
and sisters on our streets, in our nation and around the 
world. In seeing, we, like the disciples, are called to  ‘aspire 
not to have more, but to be more.’ To hear in a new way, to 
let go of those things that hold us back and to take up other 
things that allow us to live more simply, to show a deep and 
lasting respect for our global family and for the earth. 
Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of 
donation envelopes and support Caritas Australia this     
Lenten season themed “Be More”. You can donate through 
Parish boxes and envelopes, by phoning   1800 024 413 
 or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.  

 

The Rainbow 
The Rainbow is God’s signature to a treaty with humankind. 
On God’s part, material forces will never be sent to         
annihilate human beings as a punishment for wrongdoing. 
On our part, as humans made in the likeness of God, we are 
to image God’s rainbow relationship to nature. 
This is the Divine Treaty basis of our responsibility for the 
environment. We undertake not to engage in practices or 
support policies which could severely damage the fragile 
ecology which supports life on our planet. The                  
deforestation of the slopes of the Himalayas, leading to 
floods which kill thousands, is a catastrophic example. 
And, gazing at the rainbow, we can pray for our planet, for 
the human beings and all other creatures who inhabit it, 
and quite often for ourselves at a deep personal level. For 
we know that, just as after a storm and dark clouds, light 
penetrates the misty sky and the beautiful bow of colour 
appears, the same phenomenon can occur in our own lives. 
We could take a moment to pray that the rainbow will   
appear, perhaps for ourselves, perhaps for others we know 
who are going through a stormy time. 

© Fr Michael Tate; Liturgy Help. 
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From the Catacombs - here & beyond 
Episcopuss Wisdom…                        From the Catechism… 

 

 

Recently Deceased:  Jim Watts, Dorothy Langton,    
Marie Abi-Saab, Philip Philip, Patricia Hanly.  
Anniversaries:  Sr Elsie Krelle, Peter Donellan, Cyril and 
Katharine O’Neill, Arthur and Grace Wenman, 
Jan O’Neill. 
Other Mass Intentions:    Erwin Temones, Tim and 
Madeline O’Neill, Robert O’Neill, Matthew Coghlan, 
Tony Yardley,  Cyril Bennett, Eileen Bennett, Bill 
Rourke, John Carroll,  Kathleen Carroll, Peggy Collins, 
Beryl Thomas, Helen Woolford, Kathleen Haxell, 
Jeanne Levy, Deb Kelly, Huntley O’Connor, Barbara 
Grant, Geoff  Porter, Shirley Daborn, donor intentions, 

masses for the sick, masses of thanksgiving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Important Mass Protocols 

The number permitted to attend church services is  
determined by the 2 sq metre government regulations. 
It is compulsory to book in for all  Masses at  the 
chapels and churches.  To make a booking,  go to the 
parish  website www.stagnesparish.org.au and follow  
instructions, or phone the Presbytery on 6583 1024.  
We ask attendees please arrive at least 10 minutes  
prior to the commencement of Mass to allow enough 
time for the allocation of distanced seating and to   
minimise movement once Mass has started. 
On arrival:  Have your name marked off and  on entry 
  to the church sanitise your hands.   
Seating: Be aware of social distancing, sit in          
  allocated seats or where instructed  to sit. 
Singing: There is no singing. 
Holy Communion: Only be given on the hand. 
Masks: Optional. 
 

Weekly Resources 
Tony Worner, Leader of Lay Formation, has                 
recommenced a weekly email to parishioners with links 
to various resources, including the following week’s 
readings with commentary and a reflection on these, 
information of upcoming on-line prayer and formation 
opportunities, and in general, information that may 
help in growing a person’s faith and/or spirituality. If 
you do not presently receive this, and would like to do 
so, please contact the Presbytery with your email de-
tails or email Tony  tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

Australian Catholics Magazine 

There are copies of the quarterly magazine from the 
church and chapels this weekend. These magazines are 
free. Please take a copy home to read. The articles    
included are: 
• A disciple in the waiting. 
• Dreaming of a Reconciled Australia. 
• A life of waiting (living in a refugee camp). 
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Remember in Prayer 

‘During the Season of Lent, the Holy Spirit drives us too, 
like Jesus, into the desert (Mk 1:12-15). It is not a physical 
place, but rather an existential dimension in which we can 

be silent and listen to the word of God, so that a true    
conversion might be effected in us. ’ Pope Francis 

World Day of Prayer  
5 March 

The World Day of Prayer is a global       
ecumenical movement led by Christian 
women who welcome you to join in   
prayer and action for peace and justice.  
This year’s hosts, from Vanuatu, invite 

people from all nations to join with them to celebrate in 
prayer. The theme for 2021 is ‘Build a Strong Foundation’. 
Locally, we will gather with other Christian churches on 

Friday 5 March at 10:30am at the Seventh Day Adventist 

Church located at 500 Ocean Drive. Bookings are essential. 

Please contact Beate on 6584 4097. 

St Agnes’ Care & Concern Group 
The Care and Concern group will hold its next meeting on 
Tuesday, 2  March commencing at 12 midday in the      
Presbytery Boardroom. Please note the time change as  
Tony Worner will be attending the meeting.  New          
volunteers are welcome. For further information  contact 
Doreen on 6582 1280. 
 

Ember Days 
Ember Days (from the German Quatember, ‘quarter day’ 
or, as the Irish used to say, Quarter Tense) mark the     
beginning of each of the four seasons. Kept in the Roman 
Catholic Church since the fifth century, the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) has decided to       
observe the first Fridays of Autumn and Spring (March and 
September) as special days of prayer and penance.  

 A copy of our  
Parish Vision,  

Mission  
and Values booklet 

is available to be  
collected from the  
Presbytery Office. 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon Elect 
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOGMA 
 

“Lent is about becoming, doing,  
and changing, whatever it is that  
is blocking the fullness of life in  

us right now.” 
 

Sister Joan Chittister, OSB 
 

___________________________ 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Please remember to book for all Masses through the  

website www.stagnesparish.org.au or    
phone the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024 Monday to Friday. 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church   

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church (Feast of St Agnes) 
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation: (Please book for Reconciliation)  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses 
Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER 
Week commencing 7 March 2021 

 

7.30am: Peter Johnson 
 Joanne Hogan 
 Brian Tierney
9.00am: Denise Puzas 
 Richard O’Brien 
 Barry  Johnson 
5.00pm: Worner Family 
 Worner Family 
 Worner Family 

Tuesday 12.05pm:  9 March 
Volunteer 

 

 

Thursday 12.05pm:  11 March 
Volunteer 
 
 

Friday 12.05pm:  12 March 
Peta Rourke 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Second Week of LENT 
 

Thursday 4 March 
St Casimir (Collect only)  Optional 
 
Friday 5 March 
Australia: Autumn Ember Day 
(Special Day of Prayer and  
Penance) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-casimir

