5th Sunday of Easter

Year B

1-2 May 2021

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Parish Pastoral Council
At the recent meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council – currently Jim Dempsey (Chair), Tony Worner, Anne O’Brien,
Rachael Kama, Peta Rourke, Vanessa Denham, Grace Familar and the clergy of the parish - I accepted their
recommendation, from late last year, to review the constitution, membership and work of the Council.

I believe that the time is right to do this because I have also received feedback from various individuals and groups
from within the parish and from the current Parish Strategic Plan process.
Therefore, over the coming weeks I will be looking to engage an independent, qualified person to conduct this
review and to propose to me recommendations for the future direction of the Pastoral Council.

Civil Law—St Agnes Care and Lifestyle and St Agnes Assist
Parishioners may not be aware but under civil law the parish has two companies – St Agnes Care and Lifestyle and St
Agnes Assist and these two companies are required by civil law to have a Board of Directors. The directors of both
these companies are currently Carol Briscoe, Jeff Pattinson (Non-executive Directors) Adam Spencer (Chief Executive
Officer), Tony Leahy (Chief Finance Officer), Anne O’Brien (Director of Mission), Karen Kovac (Company Secretary)
and myself, as Chair.

Canon Law (Church Law) - Parish Finance Committee and Parish Pastoral Committee
Under Canon Law – the church’s law - the parish is required to have a finance committee. Currently, the members of
that committee are Carol Briscoe (Chair), John McGuigan, Tony Thorne, Jim O’Brien, Tony McNamara and the clergy
of the parish with Adam Spencer, Tony Leahy and Karen Kovac in attendance.
Canon 536 of Canon Law states that, if it is opportune, “a pastoral council is to be established in each parish, which
is presided over by the parish priest and with the Christian faithful, together with those who share in pastoral care
by virtue of their office in the parish, assist in fostering pastoral activity”.
These then are the four key groups that govern
and guide our parish and support the parish priest
in his role of pastoral care and the administration
of the parish.
I look forward to providing updates to
parishioners of this review process of the Parish
Pastoral Council in the weeks ahead.
God Bless,

OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God."
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a
reality by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.
 proclaim the good news of
salvation.

 minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
in need.

The Year of St Joseph

Adult Faith Formation

St Joseph the Worker Feast Day is on Saturday 1 May. In its
8 December decree, the Apostolic Penitentiary said that,
“to reaffirm the universality of St Joseph's patronage in the
Church,” it would grant a plenary indulgence to Catholics
who recite any approved prayer or act of piety in honour of
St Joseph, especially on 19 March which was the saint’s
solemnity and 1 May, the Feast of St Joseph the Worker.

The following are some opportunities for parishioners
to be involved in ongoing ‘formation’:
1.
St Agnes’ Catholic Parish – Vision, Mission and
Values The last of our workshops to unpack our Vision,
Mission and Values will be presented on Friday 7 May
from 10.30 am – 11.30 am in the newly-refurbished
Parish Hall (at the end of Leo’s Lane, under the Parish
Administration Centre). A copy of the booklet will be
available or pick up from the Presbytery.
Please register by clicking this link. If you haven’t access
to a computer or email, please register with the
Presbytery Office (6583 1024).

St Agnes’ Parish’s management of
Vincent Court comes to an end later this year
As many parishioners will be aware, St Agnes’ Care and Lifestyle (formerly Catholic Care of the Aged) has managed
the Vincent Court Aged Care Facility on behalf of the
Macleay Valley Parish, in Kempsey since 2009.
More than a year ago, Bishop Greg and the Diocesan
Trustees set up a Governance Taskforce to investigate the
best model for the sustainable operation of Vincent Court,
the only stand-alone Catholic aged care residential facility
in the Diocese. After extensive research, and much
consideration, it has been decided that the ownership of
Vincent Court will transfer to Apollo Care. The Diocesan
Trustees are confident that Apollo Care is the right
organisation to help Vincent Court navigate its course to a
bright, sustainable future. The current St Agnes’ Care and
Lifestyle management team will continue to work closely
with Apollo Care to ensure the ongoing care of its residents
and a smooth transition.

Diaconal Support Committee
As Prodencio has been ordained a Deacon and is now
entering into ministry here in our parish I would like to
form a Diaconal Support Group for him. This would simply
be a small group of parishioners who would be prepared to
‘walk with him’ during his Diaconate. This group – men and
women, lay and religious - would meet maybe monthly just
to provide Prodencio with some feedback, some support,
some advice and some options on how things might be
done etc , etc. Please ring the Presbytery on 6583 1024 to
register your name for consideration to be part of this
group.

St Francis of Assisi Chapel - 30 Years
St Francis of Assisi Chapel celebrates its 30 year anniversary
on Sunday 5th May, 2021. See the flyer included in this
week’s Parish News about the Chapel’s interesting history.

Welcome in Baptism
This weekend we pray for Reid and Thea
Hecimovic, Emsley Musgrave and Liam
McGovern as they are gifted with the
grace of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of
Baptism. We also pray for their families as
they renew their Baptismal promises and
are joined together in God’s loving family.

www.stagnesparish.org.au.

2.
ACU Centre for Liturgy
Presents: ‘Liturgy and Sacraments in a COVID World:
Renewal not Restoration’ in an online public lecture by
Monsignor Kevin W. Irwin
Date: Monday 17 May from 10-11.30am via Zoom
Registration: Essential by 13 May 2021. Register here.
Cost: $A10, $5 for student / pensioner concession.
3.
Cycle 4 (16 May – 19 June) of the Virtual Learning
Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) registrations
close on Friday, 7 May. Go to the Parish website to
learn more about this Diocesan initiative. Click here to
see the courses offered during Cycle 4.
For further information regarding any of the above,
please contact tony.worner@stagnesparish.com.au

Request
Do you speak another language fluently?
Would you be prepared to read a Prayer of the Faithful
at a Sunday Mass in this language?
We are preparing for particular occasions throughout
the year when, on behalf of the congregation, each of
the prayers of intercession would be prayed in a
different language. If you are interested in doing this,
please register your interest here, or contact Tony
Worner tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au

Journey into the Catholic Faith for
Children &Teens
These parish programs provide non-Catholic young
people 7-17 years of age with an opportunity to
learn more about the Catholic Faith and prepare
for the Sacraments of Initiation. The Teens program
commences on 4 May. For more information email
Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au.

Good Shepherd Sunday Appeal
We are grateful for the wonderful Priests and Religious
we have in our Diocese and we pray God will always
bless and provide for them. Donation envelopes are
still available for the Good Shepherd Appeal to donate.
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Remember in Prayer

Parish Volunteers’ Mass
The annual Parish Volunteers’ Mass will be held
on Wednesday 12 May at 4.00pm in St Agnes’
Catholic Church. Mass will be followed by a
cuppa in the grounds of the Church.
For catering and planning purposes we ask you
to please book in if attending this Mass. You
can either book online or contact the
Presbytery office on 6583 1024.

Recently Deceased: Jake Spurdle, Maxwell Murray,
Betty Birch (nee Collins), Jim Daley, Marie Voisin,
Doreen Stewart.
Anniversaries: Bill Rourke, Mejo Varghese, Mavis
Clark, Nicholas O’Brien, Mary Malycha, Thomas
Raymond Dick, Hazel Stephens, Anatoliy Chub.
Other Mass Intentions: Noel Clarke, Cyril and Eileen
Bennett, Hilton Dodds, Mary Walklate, Beryl Thomas,
Francoise Cassegrain, Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter,
Time Amor, Shirley Daborn, donor intentions, masses
for the sick, thanksgiving masses.

St Agnes’ Care and Concern Group
The Care and Concern group will be holding its next
meeting on Tuesday 4 May in Presbytery boardroom at
2.00pm. If you are interested in being involved in this
Parish ministry you are invited to attend.

Volunteers Needed for Our Residential
Aged Care Facilities

Rosary/Cenacle Group

Join us in praying the Rosary and the Cenacle held
Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm. Everyone is welcome. For
We are looking for volunteers to be part of our residents’ more information call Genevieve on 0434 149 179.
programs and activities. You would be assisting with
Church Attendance
residents’ lifestyle and wellbeing through:
When attending Mass you no longer need to book for

participation in group and individual activities;

building community groups and special interest clubs; any of the parish Masses ...BUT, we still need to keep a

assisting the Events and Activities Coordinator, record of your attendance so you will have the choice
of:
especially with bus outings; and
checking in for mass via QR Code available at the

helping the Emmaus Memory Support Unit with its 
entrances of the church or chapels.
activities aligned to the roll out of the Montessori
OR
Philosophy.
There is flexibility around days and times, so please register 
you will be requested to sign in with your
your interest with the Volunteer Co-ordinator, Tanya Slavin
contact details on the forms provided at the
on 6588 7444 or tanya.slavin@stagnesparish.org.au
church.
This contact information MUST be provided to satisfy
ongoing COVID requirements.
Save the Date!
Music and singing will resume.
Come and join us for the St Agnes’ Catholic Parish Retreat 
The First and Second collections will resume.
2021 at Francis Retreat, Bonny Hills on 21 May from 8.45am 
Coming to communion will resume in the same
– 2.00pm. The animated and engaging Father Elio Capra 
way as before COVID (BC).
will immerse us in a journey of drawing comfort and

All Church Ministries will resume.
strength from the Psalms.
If
you
have
any concerns please contact the Presbytery
Morning tea and lunch provided. Donations are greatly
Office on 6583 1024.
appreciated.

From the Catacombs - here & beyond
Episcopuss Wisdom…

From the Catechism…

“Do all you can to preach the gospel and if necessary
use words!” - St Francis of Assisi
PARISH NEWS

Wraps With Love
Thank you to all the knitters
and assemblers for the squares
and wraps received for our
Wraps with Love project. We
currently need more 8 ply wool.
If anyone can help it would be
appreciated if you could leave it
at the Presbytery Office .
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Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Assistant Priest
Father Roland Agrisola
Deacon
Prodencio Bognay
Presbytery Office
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23
Port Macquarie 2444
T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday

Monday: No Mass
Tuesday:
9.30am
Residential aged care only
11.00am
Residential aged care only
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Wednesday:
9.30am
St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
6.00pm
St Bernard’s Church (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Thursday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
4.30pm
Christ the King Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Friday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Saturday:
6.00pm
Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie
Sunday:
7.30am
St Agnes’ Church
9.00am
St Agnes’ Church
5.00pm
St Agnes’ Church
Reconciliation:
Friday
11.30am - 12 noon
Saturday
11.30am - 12.30pm
Baptisms:
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office,
or visit the Parish website for more information.

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER
Week commencing 9 May 2021
7.30am:
DOGMA
“It always seems impossible
until it is done.”

9.00am:

Anne Hayek
Georgina Darcy
Sue Williams

5.00pm:

Marg Gobius
Lucy Ryan
Georgia Ryan
Suzanne Savage

Nelson Mandela

_____________________________

Liturgical Celebrations
5th Week of EASTER
Monday 3 May
Sts Philip and James

Feast

Margaret Swan
Gai Arnold
Greg Grace

Tuesday 12.05pm: 11 May
Volunteer
Thursday 12.05pm: 13 May
Volunteer
Friday 12.05pm: 14 May
Anne O’Brien

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses
Lismore Diocese - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ
Daily Mass on Demand
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
Mass for you at Home
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10.
Reflections:

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel

Fr Paul Daily Reflections

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45%

The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.
Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.

