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Laying down our lives for others
One of the most loved images of Jesus in the early Church was of him as the Good Shepherd who so loves his
sheep that he lays down his life for them. In the Roman catacombs, the ancient cemeteries outside the city of
Rome where the early Christian martyrs were buried, we find very early images of the Good Shepherd.
A young man, he is shown carrying a lamb on his shoulders. His sheep gaze trustingly at him and graze
peacefully in his care. They know him, they recognise his voice, and they know that he will protect them from
danger. He knows each of them by name and will never desert them.
The image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd must have been a great source of consolation for Christians especially
in the face of persecution. A common prayer in the early Church for those who had died was that they should be
taken to heaven “borne on the shoulders of the Good Shepherd”.
Two thousand years later, Christians continue to find the image of the Good Shepherd deeply consoling and
comforting, especially in times of trouble and distress. Psalm 23 is one of the most loved of all the psalms, often
used at funerals. It speaks to us so powerfully of the steadfast love with which God cares for us, individually and
as a community.
Today’s reading from John’s gospel stresses three characteristics of the Good Shepherd: he knows his sheep
and they know him; he does not desert his sheep when they are endangered; and, even more than this, he lays
down his life for his sheep. This last characteristic is stated not just once but four times in today’s short gospel
reading. Such is the Good Shepherd’s bountiful and unfailing love, care and commitment that he lays down his
own life for his sheep.
There is surely no greater love than this.
It is particularly touching that this year, when in our Sunday reading focuses on Jesus’ teaching that he is the
Good Shepherd, we in Australia and New Zealand mark Anzac Day. We remember, give thanks, and pay our
heartfelt respects to those many men and women who have served in wars in our nation’s name, and especially
those among them who, in service to our country, laid down and lost their lives. We are the beneficiaries of their
great sacrifice. Let us never forget!
Notice too that Jesus, in today’s gospel, explains: “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also
I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd” (Jn 10:16). As we strive for
unity, in whatever sphere of our lives, let us not confuse unity with uniformity. Let our aim be unity in diversity.
May the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd remind us to keep our eyes on him, to listen to him, and to place
our trust in him.
Anne Hunt
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OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God."
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a
reality by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.
 proclaim the good news of
salvation.

 minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
in need.

Adult Formation

THE ODE
They shall grow not old, as we
that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning.
We will remember them.
Lest we Forget.
God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks this day for
the peace and security we enjoy,
which was won for us through the courage
and devotion of those who gave their lives
in times of war.
We pray that their labour and sacrifice may not be in vain,
but that their spirit may live on in us and in
generations to come.
That the liberty, truth and justice which they sought to
preserve may be seen and known
in all the nations upon earth.
This we pray in the name of the one who
gave his life for the sake of the world,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Music Ministry
Attention all existing and new
musicians and singers!
Two sessions are planned for Monday,
26 April in St Agnes’ Church to discuss
the transition forward with this Ministry
now Covid restrictions on singing have
been lifted. This meeting will be held
over two sessions to cater for those who
work. The times are:

1.00pm - 2.00pm

6.00pm - 7.00pm
If you are new to the parish and would like to be part of this
important ministry please come along!!

Family Group Mass
All family group members are
invited to attend the annual Family
Group Mass to be held on Sunday
2 May in St Agnes’ Church at the
9.00am Mass. You are also invited
to stay after Mass and share a
cuppa and a chat and enjoy
reconnecting with each other.

www.stagnesparish.org.au.

1.
Our Parish Vision, Mission and Values
A one-hour workshop to unpack our Vision, Mission and
Values will be presented during the Easter Season for
parishioners. The workshop will be held in the Parish
Hall on the following two dates:
Monday 26 April
4.00pm – 5.00pm
Friday 7 May
10.30am – 11.30am
A copy of the booklet will be available at each session.
Please register by clicking this link. If you haven’t access
to a computer or email, please contact the Presbytery
Office.
2.
ACU Centre for Liturgy
Presents: ‘Liturgy and Sacraments in a COVID World:
Renewal not Restoration’ in an online public lecture by
Monsignor Kevin W. Irwin
Date: Monday 17 May, 10.00am-11.30am via Zoom.
Registration: Essential by 13 May 2021. Register here.
Cost: $A10, $5 for student /pensioner concession.
3.
Cycle 4 (16 May – 19 June) of the Virtual

Learning Community for Faith Formation
(VLCFF) is open, registrations, close on 7 May. Go to
the Parish website to learn more about this Diocesan
initiative. Click here to see the courses offered during
Cycle 4.
For more information on any of the above contact Tony
tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or phone him on
6588 7444.

St Agnes’ Pop Up Pantry
The Pop-Up Pantry is certainly a successful support arm
for flood victims from our Parish. Volunteers and staff
continue to work together to ensure this is open from
8.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday. People come in
and are greeted by friendly and supportive faces.
Donations from staff, parishioners and the broader
community are still rolling in and these have been
incredibly generous. Current needs if you would like to
donate are cleaning supplies and new towels and linen.

69th Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations to Joseph and Theresa
Dawe who celebrated their 69th wedding
anniversary on Wednesday, 21 April.
Joseph and Theresa were married in
Liverpool, England. They have 8 children.

Filipino Mass
There will be a Filipino Mass held on Sunday 25 April at
11.30am in St Agnes’ Church. If you are attending please
text Grace on 0439 377 574.

Rosary/Cenacle Group
Join us in praying the Rosary and the Cenacle held
Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm. Everyone is welcome. For
more information call Genevieve on 0434 149 179.
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Remember in Prayer

SAVE THE DATE
The annual Parish Volunteers’ Mass will
be held on Wednesday 12 May at 4.00pm
in St Agnes’ Catholic Church.

Recently Deceased: Jim Daley, Marty White,
Pamela White, Gemma Singson, Oscar Rafanan, Terry
Anne Wallace, Stella Celis, Maureen Ritter, Shirley
Ross, Rose Siron, Sr Juliana Dwyer, Maureen Freeman.
Anniversaries: Bishop John Satterthwaite,
Jaspe.
Volunteers Needed for Our Residential Nelieta
Other Mass Intentions: Joe Rourke, Marjorie Vickery,
Louisa Sweeney, George Carrigg, John and Kathleen
Aged Care Facilities
We are looking for volunteers to be part of our residents’ Carroll, Clare Mooney, Ila and Len Fountaine, Beryl
Thomas, Myrie Haxell, Deb Kelly, Huntley O’Connor,
programs and activities. You would be assisting with the
Barbara Grant, Geoff Porter, Time Amor, Shirley
residents’ lifestyle and wellbeing through:
Daborn, donor intentions, masses for the sick,

participation in group and individual activities;

building community groups and special interest clubs; thanksgiving masses.

assisting the Events and Activities Coordinator,
especially with bus outings; and

helping the Emmaus Memory Support Unit with its
activities aligned to the roll out of the Montessori
Philosophy.
Please support Caritas Australia. Donate by phoning
There is flexibility around days and times, so please register 1800 024 413
or by visiting the
website:
your interest with the Volunteer Coordinator, Tanya Slavin www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.
on 6588 7444 or Tanya.slavin@stagnesparish.org.au

Diaconal Support Committee

Wraps With Love
Thank you to all the knitters and assemblers for the squares
and wraps received for our Wraps with Love project. We
currently need more 8 ply wool. If anyone can help it would
be appreciated if you could leave it at the Presbytery Office.

Good Shepherd Sunday Appeal
Sunday 25 April
Good Shepherd Sunday is the day in the Easter season when we pay particular attention
to the intimate relationship between Christ
and his flock. The Good Shepherd Sunday
Appeal – held on the fourth Sunday of Easter
is to raise funds for the education of our
Seminarians to the Priesthood. We are grateful for the
wonderful Priests and Religious we have in our Diocese and
we pray God will always bless and provide for them. Each of
us has a role to play in encouraging vocations - whether by
prayer, encouragement or personal suggestion. Donation
envelopes are available if you would like to donate.

From the Catacombs - here & beyond
Episcopuss Wisdom…

From the Catechism…

Pope Francis Quotes
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He seeks us out and he stays near us
even though we are sinners, indeed because we are sinners.
Support your priests with your love and prayers, that they may
always be shepherds after Christ’s love.

PARISH NEWS

As Prodencio has been ordained a Deacon and is now
entering into ministry here in our parish I would like to
form a Diaconal Support Group for him. This would
simply be a small group of parishioners who would be
prepared to ‘walk with him’ during his Diaconate. This
group – men and women, lay and religious - would
meet maybe monthly just to provide Prodencio with
some feedback, some support, some advice, some
options on how things might be done etc etc. Please
ring the Presbytery on 6583 1024 to register your
name for consideration to be part of this group.

Church Attendance
When attending Mass you no longer need to book for
any of the parish Masses ...BUT, we still need to keep a
record of your attendance so you will have the choice
of:

checking in for mass via QR Code available at the
entrances of the church or chapels.
OR

you will be requested to sign in with your
contact details on the forms provided at the
church.
This contact information MUST be provided to satisfy
ongoing COVID requirements.

Music and singing will resume.

The First and Second collections will resume.

Coming to communion will resume in the same
way as before COVID (BC).

All Church Ministries will resume.
If you have any concerns please contact the
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024.
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Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Assistant Priest
Father Roland Agrisola
Deacon
Prodencio Bognay
Presbytery Office
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23
Port Macquarie 2444
T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday

Liturgical Celebrations
4th Week of EASTER
Monday 26 April
St Mark

Monday: No Mass
Tuesday:
9.30am
Residential aged care only
11.00am
Residential aged care only
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Wednesday:
9.30am
St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
6.00pm
St Bernard’s Church (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Thursday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
4.30pm
Christ the King Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Friday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Saturday:
6.00pm
Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie
Sunday:
7.30am
St Agnes’ Church
9.00am
St Agnes’ Church
5.00pm
St Agnes’ Church
Reconciliation:
Friday
11.30am - 12 noon
Saturday
11.30am - 12.30pm
Baptisms:
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office,
or visit the Parish website for more information.

Feast

Tuesday 27 April
St Louis Grignion de Montfort
Optional
Wednesday 28 April
St Peter Chanel

Memorial

Thursday 29 April
St Catherine of Siena

Memorial

Friday 30 April
St Pius V

Optional

Saturday 1 May
St Joseph the Worker

Optional

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER
Week commencing 2 May 2021
7.30am:

Gai Green
Sr Anne Hannigan
Bob Green

9.00am:

Wendy Schumann
Cathy Hawtin
Peta Rourke

5.00pm:

Worner Family
Worner Family
Worner Family
Worner Family

Tuesday 12.05pm: 4 May
Volunteer
Thursday 12.05pm: 6 May
Volunteer

Friday 12.05pm: 7 May
Peta Rourke

Suggested Live Streaming of Masses
Lismore Diocese - Bishop Greg Homeming. Sunday 8.00am.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ
Daily Mass on Demand
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
Mass for you at Home
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10.
Reflections:

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel

Fr Paul Daily Reflections

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45%

The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.
Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.

