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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  The Ascension of The Lord 
 

Mass Enjoyed By All 
Last Wednesday, for the first time  since 2019, the Parish was able to gather at an uplifting, joyful Mass to        
celebrate and thank its volunteers for their contribution. In his homily, Fr Paul drew on the words of Pope     
Francis,  ‘You are among the most precious things the church has. You, who every day, often silently and         
unassumingly, give shape and visibility to mercy. You express  one of the most noble desires of the human heart, 
making a suffering person feel loved.’  He went on to say that through their presence they are ‘the hand of 
Christ held out to all, and reaching all’.  After communion the  volunteers who attended were presented with 
the gift of an umbrella as a token of the Parish’s appreciation for their efforts. As ominous rain clouds         
threatened, it was easy to sense God’s sense of humour at play! It was also hard to miss his divine presence in 
the camaraderie of the supper held in the Parish Hall afterwards. You can read part of Fr Paul’s homily below. 

 
‘In the different contexts of need of so many people, your presence is the hand of Christ held out to all and 
reaching all the credibility of the church is also conveyed in a convincing way through your service to all. Indeed, 
wherever there is a cry for help, there your active and selfless witness is found. The world requires persons who 
by their lives defy individualism, which is the tendency to think only of oneself and to ignore the brother or sister 
in need. 
‘Be always happy and full of joy in the service you give, but never presume to think that you are superior to     
others. Instead, let your work of mercy be a humble and eloquent continuation of Jesus’ presence who           
continues to bend down to our level to take care of the ones who suffer for love “Builds UP” (1 Cor 8:1). Day  
after Day helping our community. 
 

‘To summarise  … as volunteers: 
Each of you is treasured by the Church. Through what you do, each of you makes others feel loved like Christ 
when there is a cry of help, each of you responds like Christ, each of you works for the good of others. Each of 
you then is the hand of Christ in our world. 
The amazing thing is that Jesus knew that volunteers would be needed and that is why he formed the disciples 
and established a church. Jesus knew that it would be us  -  the ordinary, everyday Christians who would be the 
very backbone of the Church. 
Yes, we have a Pope, Cardinals, Bishops and hierarchy and so on, but, if the work of the Lord is to be done, if the 
Gospel is to be taken to others, then it will be us—the ordinary, everyday Christians, who volunteer to get it 
done who will do it. 
To each of you who are volunteers in our Parish, today is a 
time when we celebrate the treasure you are and  celebrate 
that each of you is the hand of Christ in our community and 
our world here and now. 
We especially give thanks to God, and to you, for all you have 
done and continue to do for our parish. 
I invite you to join with me in praying that God will continue to 
bless each and everyone of you. And on behalf of our         
community, thank you so much for all the wonderful work 
you have done and continue to do.  

 

It is and will always be deeply appreciated. God bless.’ 
Betty and Kaye enjoying their umbrellas 
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St Agnes’ Catholic Parish Flood      
Relief Continues 

It is wonderful to witness our Parish front and centre in 
the efforts to support people in our local community 
who have been affected by the floods. Our parish staff 
are working collaboratively with Port Macquarie       
Hastings Council, Resilience NSW and other local       
support agencies to provide ongoing relief. Our Pop Up 
Pantry and a Rebuild Program for flood affected         
residents in our area who were not insured are our two 
major focuses. We will share details with  parishioners 
as our work continues. The Pop up Pantry is reducing its 
hours and time as we are complimentary to a similar 
service in this area. 
The Parish Pop up Pantry will be open on a Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.00am – 4.00pm and 

we are still accepting donations of toiletries, cleaning 

supplies and all non-perishable food items. We do a  

major restock each week so all donations will be     

gratefully accepted. We have been overwhelmed with 

the generosity of our parishioners. Thank you so much!! 

Volunteers Needed  
Village Transport Services  

St Agnes’ & Lourdes Villages 
We’re trying to expand our village transport program to 
five days a week, which means we need more             
volunteers!  In this flexible role, you will be assisting 
with the lifestyle and wellbeing of residents by     
providing transport to and from Parish events and     
external appointments. The role will require you to have 
a valid licence, be able to demonstrate the safe use of a 
motor vehicle and occasionally assist with the manual 
handling of mobility devices.  To register your interest 
contact the Volunteer Coordinator on  6588 7444 or 
register online https://stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/ 

  

Baptisms 
This weekend we pray for Lily Dzikowsak and 
Ava Hancock as they are gifted with the grace 
of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of        
Baptism. We also pray for their families as 
they renew their Baptismal promises and are 
joined together in God’s loving family. 

 

Carmelite Missionaries Vocation  

Discernment Retreat 
Lovestruck: Towards the Path 

A weekend to explore and discover the PATH that is hid-
den in God’s heart for you.  

When: 25-27 June   Cost: $300.00 

Where: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville NSW 

Bookings: Call 02 8795 3400 or 0435 857 690. 

  Email:  bookings@mtcarmel.com.au 

Save the Date for the Parish Retreat 
Come and join us for St Agnes’ 
Parish Retreat 2021 at Francis  
Retreat, Bonny Hills on Friday,    
21 May from 8.45am – 2.00pm.   
The animated and engaging      
Fr Elio Capra will immerse us in a 
journey of drawing comfort and 
strength from the Psalms.  
Morning tea and lunch will be 
provided. To book in you can: 

 Use the QR code on the flyer that is available from 
the church and chapels; 

 Book in online via the Parish website; 
 Contact the Presbytery on 6583 1024.  
There is no cost to attend, but a donation on the day would 
be gratefully appreciated.  
Bookings close on Monday 17 May. 
 

Important Notice - Clergy Retreat  

No Masses This Week 

The  annual Clergy retreat will be held in Lismore this week 
from Monday 17 May to Friday 21 May. As our priests are 
attending there will be no masses offered during this week.  
 

RCIA Candidates 
Over the next two weekends we look forward 
to welcoming six RCIA candidates into our    
parish community as full members of the   
Catholic Church. The Sacraments of Initiation 
will take place within Mass on Sunday 23 May 
at 9.00am and Sunday 30 May at 5.00pm 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word occurs during Sunday Mass 
when children leave the congregation to celebrate and   
reflect on the Sunday Gospel reading in an age appropriate 
way. The children are led through prayers, activities and 
readings that are adapted to their level of understanding. 
This special ministry will be recommencing in early June. If 
you are interested in volunteering as a leader or assistant 
please email vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
 ACU Faculty of Theology and Philosophy  presents: 2021 
ACU/PISAI Rome Lecture Jews and Christians in the Qur’an: 
Who has power over God’s bounty?  

Speaker: Professor Wilhelmus Valkenberg is the Director of 
the Institute for Interreligious Study and Dialogue, School of 
Theology and Religious Studies, The Catholic University of 
America. 
Date: Thursday 20 May from 8-9pm (AEST) online.  

Registration: Essential by Tuesday 18 May 2021.   

Cost: Free. 

For further information,  please see ACU website.  

 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2021/may/2021-ACU-PISAI-Rome-Lecture?_cldee=dG9ueS53b3JuZXJAc3RhZ25lc3BhcmlzaC5vcmcuYXU%3d&recipientid=contact-0d1edf492f22eb11a81300224855933d-5580e32f99dc4b43958440095434c5d2&esid=14c1fb3e-c7b2-eb11-8236-000d3a6af158


More Volunteers for SVDP 
St Vincent de Paul Mary Star of the Sea Conference, Lake 
Cathie  is  looking for volunteers to join us in our desire to 
help those in need. We have lost a few of our wonderful 
members due to health and age concerns.  Our main role is 
to help and support those in need in our  community. We 
have assisted over 80 families in Lake Cathie since  January 
this year.  Support is not only financial, we also assist in 
providing information on   other resources in our suburb that 
can help families.  
We meet fortnightly here in our Church. If you have a small 
amount of spare time why not give some thought to joining 
us. I can assure you that it is an amazing rewarding            
experience. Since COVID we have not been able to visit    
clients in their homes but with other methods we have still 
been able to assist but when COVID restrictions are lifted we 
will return to home visiting.  We always have two members 
visit.  There is no financial costs incurred by members, just 
your  valuable time.  Our Community is growing rapidly as is 
unemployment, cost of living, rental problems, domestic  
violence just to mention a few of life’s pressures. We are 
here to give a Hand Up not a Hand Out. For more               
information please phone 6586 3347. 
St Vincent de Paul Port Macquarie Conference 
In addition the Vinnies Op Shop located on Gordon Street, 
Port Macquarie, is in urgent need of both female and male 
volunteers.  For more information on this role please phone 
the shop on 6584 1168. 
 

Parish Ladies Morning Tea 
Lady parishioners are invited to come together for a cuppa  
at Bittersweet Café, 48 Watonga Road on Thursday, 20 May 
at 10.30am. Please RSVP to Rita by 18 May on  0420782598. 
A special invitation is extended to new ladies in the parish 

 

Catholic Women’s League 
Next Meeting 
Will be holding its next meeting on Friday 21 May at 1.30pm 
in the John Worner Centre.  New members are always     
welcome.   
For more information contact  Irene on 0426 184 074 or  
Helen on 6583 5391. 
Wraps With Love 
We currently need more 8 ply wool. If anyone has wool to 
donate  it would be appreciated if you could leave it at the 
Presbytery Office. 

 

National Mass Attendance Count  
The 5th National Count of Attendance at Masses continues 
this weekend. Next weekend  the count will be a gender 
count, then the weekend of  29-30 May the count will  be 
age based.   

 

 

Recently Deceased:  Annette Richards, Ronald Kemp, 
David Campbell, Jedon Brent,  Joan Flood, Jim Daley, 
Maxwell Murray,  Jake Spurdle. 
Anniversaries:   Theresa Formosa, Atilana Amigable, 
Gregory Craig, Wal Dick, Marea Worner, Kathleen    
Lucas, Andre Hayek. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Rene Harriott, Berna Leano, 
Marcia Guttera, Oreste De Martin, Cyril and Eileen  
Bennett, Hilton Dodds, Mary Walklate, deceased  
members of Lynch family, Beryl Thomas, Francoise  
Cassegrain,  Hazel Stephens, donor intentions, masses 
for the sick,  thanksgiving masses.    

Rosary/Cenacle Group 
Join us in praying the Rosary and the Cenacle held   
Tuesday evenings at  7.00pm. Everyone is welcome. 
For more  information call Genevieve on 0434 149 179. 

 

Church Attendance 
When attending Mass we still  need to keep a record of 
your attendance so you will have the choice of: 

 checking in for mass via QR Code available at the 
entrances of the church and chapels. 

 OR  

 you will be requested to manually sign in with 
your  contact details on the forms provided at 
the church and chapels. 

This contact information MUST be provided to satisfy 
ongoing COVID requirements. 

The following have also resumed: 

 Music and singing. 

 The First and Second collections. 

 Coming to communion will be in the same  

 manner as before COVID (BC). 

 All Church Ministries. 

Please contact the Presbytery Office if you have any 
questions. 

 

 Congratulations 
Congratulations to Michael and Sandy 
Luschwitz who on Monday  17 May will 
celebrate their 50th wedding   
anniversary.  Michael and Sandy were 
married in 1921 in St Patrick’s Catholic 
Church,  Wellington NSW by Fr Noel 
Grant. We wish them many more years 
of  love and commitment. 

 

Road closures this week  
 The roadworks planned for last week on  Hay and  
Hayward Streets were delayed. The roads will  now be 
closed for night roadwork this week Friday  14 May to 
Saturday 20 May from 6.00pm to 6.00am. 
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Remember in Prayer 

‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim 
the Good News to all creation.’ 



Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOGMA 
“Never underestimate the power 

of volunteers.  
The titanic was built by  

professionals; the ark was built  
by volunteers” 

___________________________ 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
A reminder there will be no weekday Masses this week  

due to the Clergy Conference 
Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation:  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Lismore Diocese  - Bishop Greg Homeming.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER 
Week commencing 23 May 2021 

7.30am: Peter Johnson 
 Jennifer Campbell 
 Brian Tierney 

9.00am: Wayne Evans 
 Wendy Schumann 
 Denise Puzas 
 

5.00pm: Sarah Smith 
 Diana Smith 
 Conor Hudson 
  

Tuesday 12.05pm: 25 May 
Volunteer 
 

Thursday 12.05pm:  27 May 
Volunteer 
 

Friday 12.05pm:  28 May 
Thelma Morton 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

 
7th Week of EASTER 
 
Tuesday 18 May 
St John I                             Optional 
 
Thursday 20 May 
St Bernardine of Siena      Optional 
 
Friday 21 May 
St Christopher Magallanes and  
Companions                      Optional 
 
Saturday 22 May 
St Rita of Cascia                Optional 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=432
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-bernardine-of-siena.html
https://angelusnews.com/faith/saint-of-the-day/saint-of-the-day-christopher-magallanes-and-companions/
https://angelusnews.com/faith/saint-of-the-day/saint-of-the-day-christopher-magallanes-and-companions/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-rita-of-cascia-patron-saint-of-the-impossible-6065

