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The importance of Mothers Day
It is easy to be cynical about Mothers Day. Many older people grew up seeing it as a foreign import,
introduced by big businesses in the United States to fill their own pockets. That view might gain support from
the way in which Mothers Day is marketed. But it is an important day because it offers an opportunity to reflect
on and celebrate the lives of people who are often forgotten.
Underlying this neglect is the human reality of self-centredness. We all stand at the centre of our
relationships to people and our world. It takes effort and training to see other people as their own centres
rather than by reference to ourselves. We see waiters and doctors as just waiters and doctors, not as persons
with their own wives or husbands, their own children, their own enthusiasms. In the same way it is also easy to
see our mothers only as mothers and not as persons with their personal lives and other connections.
Mothers Day reminds us of the many and varied shapes of relationships that make up women’s lives. It honours
their work in business, in music and other creative fields, their contribution to public life through committees
and political allegiances, their sporting interests and all the trying, achieving, relaxing, enjoying and grieving that
make each person’s life distinctive.
By definition, of course, the Day focuses on women as persons who are mothers. In doing so it also honours all
the relationships which through their motherhood shape their lives. These include the relationships to their
children as babies, children, adolescents as adults, moving from relationships of dependence to mentoring and
to equal friendship, and perhaps towards the end of their lives to accepting care and mentoring from their
children.
Associated with these relationships, too, are those made through their children with other mothers in
kindergartens and schools and so with their families, and the relationships they form through their
workplaces and care of the household budget, and in local campaigns to demand a more just society. Mothers
Day celebrates the ways in which women grow as persons through their relationships as mothers.
As with all relationships those of motherhood make their own demands and these demands are primarily of
love, moving from the protective and all-embracing love of very young children, to the mentoring love of older
children and the freeing love of adolescents. Each stage of love involves sacrifice. The personal sacrifice of the
gradual separation of the child into an independent adult, and the sacrifice of other possibilities that they might
relinquish when taking on commitments in the home. The maternal love celebrated on Mothers Day is not
automatic or cost-free.
Ultimately, however, the significance of Mothers Day is not confined to women’s lives as mothers but extends
to the persons who are mothers and to the gift they are in themselves and with all their other gifts. It reminds us
and pays tribute to the commitments that women make in their professional life, their interests and in their
commitments to public life. It invites us to see our mothers’ lives not just in their relationship to ourselves as
their children, but in all the wider relationships in which they are the centre.
Mothers Day is worth celebrating. It may be best celebrated by spending time in exploring the larger world of
our mothers from their own perspective.
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OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God."
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a
reality by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.
 proclaim the good news of
salvation.

 minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
in need.

Save the Date for the Parish Retreat
Come and join us for St Agnes’
Parish Retreat 2021 at Francis
Retreat, Bonny Hills on Friday,
21 May from 8.45am – 2.00pm.
The animated and engaging
Fr Elio Capra will immerse us in a
journey of drawing comfort and
strength from the Psalms.
Morning tea and lunch will be
provided.
To book in you can:

Use the QR code on the flyer that is available from
the church and chapels;

Book in online via the Parish website;

Contact the Presbytery on 6583 1024.
There is no cost to attend, but a donation on the day
would be gratefully appreciated. Bookings close on
Monday 17 May.

Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference
The National Count of Attendance at Mass
and Sunday Assemblies
The 5th National Count of Attendance at Mass and Sunday
Assemblies will be conducted during May.
Church
attendance is perhaps the most basic measure of religious
practice. The count will be held over four weeks with the
first count this weekend. It will be a simple headcount
attempting to be as comprehensive as possible and will
include people of all ages at Mass (including babies). This
year, parishes have also been asked to provide estimates
of the age and sex of those who attend Mass and Sunday
assemblies.

Clergy Retreat
The annual Clergy retreat will be held in Lismore over the
week of Monday 17 May to Friday 21 May. As our priests
will be attending there will be no masses offered during
that week.

Mother’s Day Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you for
adopting us into your family
through the miracle of your grace,
and for calling us to be brothers
and sisters to each other.
Today loving God, we pray for all women:

who cared for us when we were helpless,

who comforted us when we were hurt,

whose love and care we often took for granted.
Today we pray for:

those who are grieving the loss of their mother,

those who never knew their biological mother,

those who have experienced the wonder of an
adopted mother’s love,

the families separated by war or conflict.
Lord, give them special blessings. Keep us united with
you and with each other, so that we can become all
that we are meant to be. Amen.

Supporting the Community Flood
Relief Efforts
Those impacted by the floods will take a very long time
before they fully recover from the impact on their
properties and the financial and emotional stress
caused by their tremendous loss.
There are many ways we can support them; one being
continuing our donations of non-perishable food items
to the Pop-Up Pantry. There are still people coming in
who are in need of these items.
Another way is by volunteering your services to Blaze
Aid who are working in our area now.
Blaze Aid is a volunteer-based organisation that works
with families and individuals in rural Australia after
natural disasters such as fires and floods. Working
alongside the rural families, our volunteers help to
rebuild fences and other structures that have been
damaged or destroyed. If you can volunteer, please call
Graeme Allen 0477 488 434.

Baptism
This weekend we pray for Felix Fleissgarten Baker
and Eve Salvestrin as they are gifted with the grace
of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Baptism. We
also pray for their families as they renew their
Baptismal promises and are joined together in
God’s loving family.

Marriage
Congratulations to Thomas Cassegrain and Ana Isabel
Romero Close who were married in our church.
May the Lord travel alongside this couple as they
embark on their journey as husband and wife.

www.stagnesparish.org.au.

Road closures
Parishioners are reminded that both Hay and Hayward
Streets will be closed for night roadwork this week from
Monday 10 May to Saturday 15 May from 6.00pm to
6.00am.

Wraps With Love
We currently need more 8 ply wool. If anyone has wool
to donate it would be appreciated if you could leave it
at the Presbytery Office.
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Remember in Prayer

Parish Volunteers’ Mass

Recently Deceased: Maxwell Murray, Rosalie Belen,
Gemma Singson, Rico San Agustin.
Anniversaries: Gregory Craig, Nelieta Jaspe, Bishop
John Carroll, second Bishop of Lismore.
Other Mass Intentions: Berna Leano, Allen Woods,
William Brooks, John A & John P Woods, Marie
Mooney, Eileen McIntosh, Cyril and Eileen Bennett,
Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas, Francoise Cassegrain,
Hazel Stephens, donor intentions, masses for the sick,
thanksgiving masses.
Mothers’ Day Intentions: All mothers both living and
deceased; Kathleen Woods, Susan Brooks, Bertha
Secomb, Anna Woods, Beth Pavey.

The annual Parish Volunteers’ Mass will be held
on Wednesday 12 May at 4.00pm in St Agnes’
Catholic Church. Mass will be followed by a
cuppa in the grounds of the Church.
For catering and planning purposes can you
please book in if attending.
Contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024.
Theme: Recognise, Reconnect, Reimagine.

Volunteers Needed for Our
Residential Aged Care Facilities

Adult Faith Formation
St Agnes’ Catholic Parish – Vision, Mission and Values
Thankyou to those who attended the recent workshops.
Twenty-two people took the opportunity to know a little
about the history and updates to our Vision, Mission and
Values. Booklets are still available at the Presbytery or a copy
can be downloaded here.

ACU Centre for Liturgy
Presents: ‘Liturgy and Sacraments in a COVID World:
Renewal not Restoration’ in an online public lecture by
Monsignor Kevin W. Irwin.
Date: Monday 17 May from 10-11.30am (AEST) via Zoom
Registration: Essential by Thursday 13 May. Register here.
Cost: $A10, $5 for student / pensioner concession.

Request ...
Do you speak another language?
Would you be prepared to read a
Prayer of the Faithful at a Sunday
Mass in this language? We are
preparing for particular occasions
throughout the year when, on behalf
of the congregation, each of the
prayers of intercession would be
prayed in a different language. If you are interested please
register your interest here.
Email: tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or phone Tony on
6588 7444 for more information.

We are looking for volunteers to be part of our
residents’ programs and activities. You would be
assisting with the residents’ lifestyle and wellbeing
through:

participation in group and individual activities;

building community groups and special interest
clubs;

assisting the Events and Activities Coordinator,
especially with bus outings; and

helping the Emmaus Memory Support Unit with
its activities aligned to the roll out of the
Montessori Philosophy.
There is flexibility around days and times, contact
Tanya, our Volunteer Coordinator, on 6588 7444 or
Tanya.slavin@stagnesparish.org.au

Church Attendance

If you are attending Mass we still need to keep a
record of your attendance so you will have the choice
of:

checking in for mass via QR Code available at the
entrances of the church and chapels.
OR

you will be requested to sign in PLEASE CLEARLY
PRINT YOUR NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS on
the forms provided at the church and chapels.
This contact information MUST be provided to satisfy
ongoing COVID requirements.
Parish Ladies Morning Teas
The following have also resumed:
We invite parishioners to please join us for a cuppa and a

Music and singing.
chat on the following dates:
The collections.

Caramels Café, Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie on Thursday 

Coming to communion will be in the same
13 May at 10.30am. Just turn up.
manner as before COVID (BC).

Bittersweet Café, 48 Watonga Road on Thursday,
All Church Ministries.
20 May at 10.30am. Please RSVP to Rita by 18 May on 
0420 782 598.
Please contact the Presbytery Office if you have any
questions on 6583 1024.
A special invitation is extended to new ladies in the parish.
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Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Assistant Priest
Father Roland Agrisola
Deacon
Prodencio Bognay
Presbytery Office
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23
Port Macquarie 2444
T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday

Monday: No Mass
Tuesday:
9.30am
Residential aged care only
11.00am
Residential aged care only
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Wednesday:
9.30am
St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
6.00pm
St Bernard’s Church (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Thursday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
4.30pm
Christ the King Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Friday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Saturday:
6.00pm
Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie
Sunday:
7.30am
St Agnes’ Church
9.00am
St Agnes’ Church
5.00pm
St Agnes’ Church
Reconciliation:
Friday
11.30am - 12 noon
Saturday
11.30am - 12.30pm
Baptisms:
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office,
or visit the Parish website for more information.

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER
Week commencing 16 May 2021
7.30am:

“If you try your best to be the
best mother you can be,
you will have done all that a
human being can do
and all that God expects
you to do.”
_________________________

Shane Talty
Saidee Talty
Pat McLoughlin

9.00am:

Margaret Donnelly
Beth Flynn
Barry Johnson

5.00pm:

Suzanne Savage
Jodie Rich
Anne Hannigan

Tuesday 12.05pm: 18 May
No Mass
Thursday 12.05pm: 20 May
No Mass
Friday 12.05pm: 21 May
No Mass

Liturgical Celebrations
Suggested Live Streaming of Masses

6th Week of EASTER
Wednesday 12 May
Sts Nereus and Achilleus Optional
St Pancras
Optional
Thursday 13 May
Our Lady of Fatima
Friday 14 May
St Matthias

Optional
Feast

Lismore Diocese - Bishop Greg Homeming.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ
Daily Mass on Demand
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
Mass for you at Home
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10.
Reflections:

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel

Fr Paul Daily Reflections

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45%

The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.
Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.

