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The hugs and kisses we miss
I was having dinner with my sister's family recently and the conversation turned to the latest developments
regarding COVID-19. At that point my five-year-old niece threw her arms in the air and lamented, “COVID seems
to have gone on forever.”
Initially, I brushed it off believing my young niece was being overly dramatic. Sure, a year is a long time but
forever? However, thinking about it later I realised she, as a child, was merely expressing her unique viewpoint.
For many people, a year can feel like a long time but from a five-year-old’s perspective, the past year seemed
never ending. My brother-in-law and my sister had to explain to her that the past year was a year unlike any
other. The first pandemic in a century. No visits from overseas relatives, people had to wear face masks and
they could not spend more time shopping than was necessary.
Contact with others was severely limited and families at times could not meet as often as they had in the past.
And though my niece has had limited memories and experience of those gatherings, she still missed them and
perhaps realised how the people around her also missed them. Families are meant to be together and people
are meant to socialise.
During the past year, the only time my niece was able to see my parents and her grandparents was through
skype or WhatsApp. There were no hugs or kisses, at least not in the physical sense, and to her, the lack of
physical contact must have seemed like ‘forever’.
In the main, people like coming together, to share in each other's company, to be part of something bigger and
to participate in something bigger. To be a part instead of being apart. With the help of technology today, we
can virtually come together but in no way can it replace the deep desire for physical contact. Nothing can
replace a hug, holding someone’s hand or being physically in the same room with another person.
Or, like in this week’s gospel being in the same place as someone, resting and reflecting together, as was the
case with Jesus and the apostles.
My niece wishes for the day when she can physically see my parents. For her it can’t happen soon enough and
no doubt a lot of people share her sentiments. So, in faith we wait in joyful hope for that day to come. That we
may once again be able to physically hug, to
physically hold the people whom we love and who
love us and therefore appreciate even more the gift
that they are to us and we are to them.
For nothing on earth really lasts forever except in,
through, and with God.
Mark Chia CSsR
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OUR VISION
"Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God."
OUR MISSION
The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a
reality by a commitment to:
 holiness in the image of Christ.
 proclaim the good news of
salvation.

 minister within the faith community.
 the service of all, particularly those
in need.

Communion to the Sick and Vulnerable
The ministry of Communion to the Sick and Vulnerable is
available to any parishioner who would like a visit from one
of our designated volunteers. If you are aware of someone
who is unable to attend Mass but would like to receive
communion please ask them to contact the Presbytery
Office on 6583 1024 and arrangements can be made for
them to receive communion in their home.

Parish Planned Giving Envelopes
Envelopes are still available for collection after weekend
Masses from the Presbytery Office and Chapels. They can
also be collected from the Presbytery Office during the
week. Your envelope number is different this year. This is
due to a review of the parish envelope numbering system,
envelopes are now sequentially numbered.
Due to the updated numbering system it is important you
do not use your previous second collection planned giving
envelopes. You should only be using the orange second
collection envelopes.
All planned giving contributors will receive a statement for
the 2020-21 financial year for taxation purposes. Should
you have any questions please contact Jen on 6588 7444.

Filipino Mass
The next Filipino mass will be held on Sunday 25 July at
11.30am in St Agnes’ Church. All are invited to attend. If
attending please text Grace on 0439 377 574.

Lesley Tierney
Congratulations to long time
parishioner Lesley Tierney
who was honoured as the
2021 Local Woman of the
Year for the Port Macquarie
electorate, recognised for her
outstanding contribution to
the local community. Lesley’s
contribution to St Agnes’
Parish spans over 58 years
including as a Parish Pastoral
Council member for many
years until 2017, being
appointed by Fr Donnelly as
inaugural chairperson of Centacare (the first Catholic parish
based welfare arm in Australia) and helping set up and run
Christo House Youth Refuge for the parish, amongst other
contributions. Lesley helped establish the first refuge for
domestic violence in the area and was president of the
Port Macquarie Womens’ Refuge for decades and her
interest in community mental health saw the establishment
of the GROW support groups. Lesley’s current involvement
includes long-time chairperson of the Port Macquarie
Neighbourhood Centre and Chair of the Management
Committee for ACES, a local support service for adults with
intellectual and other disabilities.

www.stagnesparish.org.au.

Adult Faith Formation
Are you interested in liturgical music?
ACU Online Lecture Series
Theme:
Composing for a Church at Prayer
Speaker:
Fr Michael Joncas
Date:
Monday, 19 July
Time:
10.00am – 11.30am
Venue:
Parish Hall.
Information here.
There will be a small group meeting at this time. No
cost. Register here or individuals can register and access
themselves. Register with ACU here ($10).

Save the Date - Peter Kearney
Reflection Concert
Date:
Time:

Saturday, 31 July.
4.30pm - 5.30pm
(prior to 6.00pm Mass)
Venue:
Mary Star of the Sea Church,
Lake Cathie.
Register your interest. Donations and purchases can be
made after the concert. For more information contact
Tony on: tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au.

Baptism
We pray for Ryuta Fone as he is gifted with
the grace of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament
of Baptism. We also pray for his family as
they renew their Baptismal promises and are
joined together in God’s loving family.

Baptism Information Night
The next parish Baptism Information night will be held
on Thursday 22 July at 6.00pm in St Agnes’ Church. It is
essential for you to attend an information session prior
to organising your child’s Baptism. For more information
please contact the Presbytery office on 6583 1024.

Prayer for the End of the Virus
Almighty and merciful God, who shows love to all
you created, we come before you asking
for a faster control of the Coronavirus
currently ravaging our world.
We ask, for those affected by the virus, that
you grant healing to the sick, eternal life to
those who have died and consolation
to bereaved families.
We pray for the relevant governments and
health authorities that they take appropriate
steps for the good of all people and that
all people take up their responsibility to have
the vaccine that combats the illness.
In your mercy and love, help and guide us
through the hard times we are facing.
We ask this through Christ, Your Son. Amen.
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Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s liturgy continues on Sunday, 25 July at 9.00am
Mass. If you are interested in volunteering as a leader
vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au.

Journey into the Catholic Faith
Programs for Children and Teens
Expressions of interest for Journey into the Catholic Faith
for Children and Teens are now open. These parish
sacramental programs prepare non-Catholic children and
teenagers for Sacraments of Initiation into the Catholic
Church. Sessions will be conducted at the Youth Hub on
Wednesdays from 4.00pm – 5.15pm for teens (13-17years)
and on Thursdays from 3.45pm - 5.00pm for children
(7-12 years). Please contact Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or
email: Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au.

Ignite Conference 2021
Every year, Ignite Youth hosts one of Australia’s most
powerful Catholic youth conferences. Ignite Conference
draws together a network of high schoolers, young adults,
ministry leaders, families, teachers, priests and religious
from around the country, sending them out with a passion
for mission and authentic faith in Jesus. Young adults
(18-30 years) are invited to join the diocesan group to
experience four days of real-world formation,
encouragement in faith, great people and powerful
worship. The conference will be held in Brisbane on
22-25 September. Registrations close 2 August. Email
Parish Youth Coordinator, Rachael for more information
Rachael.Kama@stagnesparish.org.au.

Attention Young Adults


A Gathering for Young Adults (Covid - Safe)

If you're 18 - 35 years old, like bonfires, food and toasted
marshmallows, feel free to join us on Monday 26 July from
6pm - 7.30pm outside near the Parish Hall. Ellen Hales,
Diocesan Youth Liaison Co-ordinator, will be hosting our
first ever Exhort night so if you're interested, text Rachael
Kama on 0436 676 500.


Aspire

Bishop Greg's next Young Adult Formation
will take place over zoom on Tuesday
20 July from 5.00pm to 6.30pm. Aspire is a
monthly online formation for Young Adults,
hosted and curated by Bishop Greg. Aspire
is a chance to grow in faith, converse with
Bishop Greg and meet young adults around the Diocese of
Lismore.

Peter’s Pence Collection
Thank you to all who donated to this
collection. The amount raised was
approximately $800.00.

PARISH NEWS

Remember in Prayer
Recently Deceased: Bruce Tyson, Mary Sligar, Marian
McLean, Ramon DeVeyra, Josip Granic.
Anniversaries: Margaret Heagney, Patrick Gillan,
Bob Graham, Molly Maslin, Marie Quinn, Daphne
DeZilva, Norma and Fred Williams, Helen and Max
Byrnes, Hazel and Kevin Doyle.
Other Mass Intentions: Veronica Hollington, Julian
Duczynski, Jack Archer, Hilton Dodds, Madge Lindsay,
Jack Lindsay, Beryl Thomas, Molly and Robert Friggens,
John Cain, donor intentions, masses for the sick,
thanksgiving masses.

Church Attendance
Under the current COVID restrictions for NSW the
requirements for attending Mass are as follows:

Everyone must wear masks.

No congregational singing is permitted.

Collection plates are no longer passed around.
Please place your donations into the two boxes
at the front of the church or in your chapel.

One person per 4sqm rule applies. The capacity
in St Agnes’ Catholic Church is 100 people.

All visitors (including those who use the QR
code) need to make themselves known, prior to
entering the church and chapels.
We are still required to keep a record of Mass
attendance so please check in for Mass via the QR
Code available at the entrances of the church or
chapels OR sign in with your contact details on the
forms provided. Please ensure you print your name
and contact number legibly.
This contact information must be provided to satisfy
ongoing COVID requirements. If you have any concerns
please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024.
Please do not attend if you are unwell or have any
cold/flu-like symptom.

Volunteers Needed
Village Transport Services
St Agnes’ & Lourdes Villages
We’re trying to expand our village transport program
to 5 days a week, so we need more volunteers! In this
flexible role, you will be assisting with the lifestyle and
wellbeing of residents by providing transport to and
from Parish events and external appointments. The
role will require you to have a valid licence, be able to
demonstrate the safe use of a motor vehicle and
occasionally assist with the manual handling of
mobility devices. For more information please contact
Tanya, Volunteer Coordinator on 6588 7444 or register
online https://stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/
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Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish

Parish Priest
Father Paul Gooley
Assistant Priest
Father Peter Wood
Assistant Priest
Father Roland Agrisola
Deacon
Prodencio Bognay
Presbytery Office
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23
Port Macquarie 2444
T (02) 6583 1024
E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au
Office Hours:
8.30am - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday

Liturgical Celebrations
ORDINARY TIME 16
Tuesday 20 July
St Apollinarius

Monday: No Mass
Tuesday:
9.30am
Residential aged care only
11.00am
Residential aged care only
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Wednesday:
9.30am
St Francis of Assisi Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
6.00pm
St Bernard’s Church (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Thursday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
4.30pm
Christ the King Chapel (celebrated as Sunday Mass)
Friday:
12.05pm
St Agnes’ Church
Saturday:
6.00pm
Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie
Sunday:
7.30am
St Agnes’ Church
9.00am
St Agnes’ Church
5.00pm
St Agnes’ Church
Reconciliation:
Friday
11.30am - 12 noon
Saturday
11.30am - 12.30pm
Baptisms:
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office,
or visit the Parish website for more information.

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER

Optional

Week commencing 25 July 2021
Wednesday 21 July
St Lawrence of Brindisi Optional
Thursday 22 July
St Mary Magdalene

Feast

7.30am:

9.00am:

5.00pm:

Gai Green
Sandy Luschwitz
Brian Tierney
Wayne Evans
Gary Gallagher
Peta Rourke
Georgia Ryan
Lucy Ryan
Sr Anne Hannigan
Ginaya Yarnold

Tuesday 12.05pm: 27 July
Volunteer
Thursday 12.05pm: 29 July
Volunteer
Friday 12.05pm: 30 July
Jaclyn Reay

Suggested Streaming of Masses
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ

Friday 23 July
St Bridget

Optional

Saturday 24 July
St Sharbel Makhlüf

Optional

Daily Mass on Demand
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
Mass for you at Home
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10.
Reflections:

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel

Fr Paul Daily Reflections

DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45%

The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.
Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.

