
24-25 July 2021 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

• holiness in the image of Christ.  

• proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

• minister within the faith community.  

• the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

EXCERT FROM HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE 
 FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  

 

 

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers, 
Dear Elderly Friends, 
 

“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this 
is the promise the Lord made to his 
disciples before he ascended into   
heaven. They are the words that he 
repeats to you today, dear grandfa-
thers and grandmothers, dear elderly 
friends.  “I am with you always” are 
also the words that I, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly person like yourselves, would like to address to you on 
this first World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly. The whole Church is close to you – to us – and cares about 
you, loves you and does not want to leave you alone! 
 

I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a difficult time: the pandemic swept down on us like an     
unexpected and furious storm; it has been a time of trial for everyone, but especially for us elderly persons. 
Many of us fell ill, others died or experienced the death of spouses or loved ones, while others found           
themselves isolated and alone for long periods. 
 

The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this time. He is close to those who felt isolated and alone, 
feelings that became more acute during the pandemic. Tradition has it that Saint Joachim, the grandfather of 
Jesus, felt estranged from those around him because he had no children; his life, like that of his wife Anne, was 
considered useless. So the Lord sent an angel to console him. While he mused sadly outside the city gates, a 
messenger from the Lord appeared to him and said, “Joachim, Joachim! The Lord has heard your insistent   
prayer”. Giotto, in one of his celebrated frescoes, seems to set the scene at night, one of those many sleepless 
nights, filled with memories, worries and longings to which many of us have come to be accustomed. 
 

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic, the Lord continues to send angels to console our 
loneliness and to remind us: “I am with you always”. He says this to you, and he says it to me. That is the    
meaning of this Day, which I wanted to celebrate for the first time in this particular year, (as a long period of   
isolation ends and social life slowly resumes.) May every grandfather, every grandmother, every older person, 
especially those among us who are most alone, receive the visit of an angel! 
 

At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren, at others, the face of family members, lifelong 
friends or those we have come to know during these trying times, when we have learned how important hugs 
and visits are for each of us. How sad it makes me that in some places these are still not possible!............. 

A printed  version of Pope Francis’ full message for World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is available from 

the Presbytery Office. Or you can visit the website: 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly [25 July 2021] - Activities of 
the Holy Father Pope Francis | Vatican.va  

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2021/6/22/messaggio-giornata-nonni.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2021/6/22/messaggio-giornata-nonni.html
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Adult Formation 

An excellent (short) article by Fr Ronald Rolheiser OMI 
on The Problem of Suffering and Evil is available online. 
Click here. If you don’t have a computer a hard copy can 
be picked up from the Presbytery Office. 
 

Baptisms 
We pray for Gemma and Hannah Cooper, 
Charlotte Styles and Theo Micallef as they 
are gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit 
in the  sacrament of Baptism.  We also pray 
for their families as they renew their     
Baptismal promises and are joined together 
in God’s loving family. 
 

St Agnes’ Gift Store - Confirmation Gifts 
The gift store has two shop fronts, one in the Presbytery 
Office and one at the St Agnes’ Uniform Store, located 
next to  St Agnes’ Primary School in  Boronia Street. The 
store located in Boronia Street is fully stocked with         
Confirmation gifts. The opening hours are Monday to 
Friday 12 noon to 5.00pm and on a Saturday 9.00am to 
12 noon. Phone number is 6584 1076.  
 

Reflection 
Today we are reminded of God’s 
providence. We live in a world 
that feeds us and shelters us 
and supplies us with everything 
that we need to grow and to 
thrive, and all of this comes to 
us from the hand of God. It is 
usually when we are in desperate straits that we        
become painfully  conscious of our dependence on God, 
but this dependence is always there. God does not 
merely intervene when we are helpless; God's          
providence    operates in our lives at all times. Living in a 
society that promotes individualism, we sometimes  
undervalue the communal dimension of life. God       
certainly cares passionately for each of us (not even a 
sparrow falls without God knowing it), but God's       
concern is for the whole people. We are first and     
foremost members of a people. We would never have 
seen the light of day, we would not endure or develop, 
without others. As unique as we may be, we are a 
unique expression of a communal  reality. God created a 
race; God formed a people; Jesus died for the world. By 
the grace of God, we belong to the community. As 
members of the  people of God, we are called to a way 
of life that is  noble, not selfish. We are to live with each 
other in   humility and gentleness, with patience. We 
are to bear with one another in love. Through baptism 
we all live by the same Spirit of Jesus; we are all    united 
through the bond of God's love. The bread that we    
receive from the hand of God is the bread of full life, life 
 in all  its dimensions, life in Christ.                                      
© Dianne Bergant CSA Liturgy Help 

Prayer for the First World Day for  
Grandparents and the Elderly 

I thank You, Lord, for the comfort of Your presence: 
even in times of loneliness, 

 You are my hope and my confidence,  
You have been my rock and my fortress  

since my youth! 
 I thank You for having given me a family and for  

having blessed me with a long life. 
 I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,  

for the dreams that have already come true in my life  
and for those that are still ahead of me. 

 I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness 
 to which You call me. 

Increase, O Lord, my faith,  
make me a channel of your peace,  

teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me,  
to never stop dreaming and to tell of  

your wonders to new generations.  
Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church, 

 that the light of the Gospel might reach  
the ends of the earth. 

 Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,  
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed,  

the poor consoled and wars ended.  
Sustain me in weakness and help me to live life to the  

full in each moment that You give me, 
 in the certainty that you are with me every day,  

even until the end of the age. Amen. 
 

 

 Sacrament of Confirmation 

Last year the sacrament of Confirmation 
wasn’t able to be held due to COVID. This 
year, if all goes to plan, the candidates 
will be confirmed at special ceremonies 
during the week commencing Monday    
2 August. Traditionally on the weekend 
prior to the sacrament, the children,   
together with their families, attended a 
weekend Mass and received a blessing. 
This year, due to COVID seating restrictions, it isn’t possible 
to have all candidates and families attend the weekend 
Masses. However, please be aware that next weekend   
Saturday 31 July and Sunday 1 August there could be some 
extra families attending the Masses. During the coming 
week we ask you to keep these children and their families 
in your prayers. 
 

Communion to the Sick and Vulnerable  
The ministry of Communion to the Sick and Vulnerable is 
available to any parishioner who would like a visit from one 
of our designated volunteers. If you are aware of someone 
who is unable to attend Mass but would like to receive 
communion please ask them to contact the Presbytery 
Office on 6583 1024 and arrangements can be made for 
them to receive communion in their home.  

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
http://ronrolheiser.com/the-problem-of-suffering-and-evil/#.YPdJzMTiuUk


Filipino Mass 

The next Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday 25 July at 
11.30am in St Agnes’ Church. All are invited to attend,  
however, if attending please text Grace on  0439 377 574. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s liturgy continues  at the following Masses: 
 Sunday, 25 July at 9.00am.  
 Sunday, 1 August at 5.00pm. 
 Sunday, 8 August at 9.00am. 
 Sunday 15 August at 5.00pm 
 Sunday 22 and 29 August at 9.00am. 
Any questions please contact Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or 
email Vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

Journey into the Catholic Faith           
Programs for Children and Teens 

Expressions of interest for Journey into the Catholic Faith 
for Children and Teens are now open. These parish         
sacramental programs prepare non-Catholic children and 
teenagers for Sacraments of Initiation into the Catholic 
Church. Sessions will be conducted at the Youth Hub on 
Wednesdays from 4.00pm – 5.15pm for teens (13-17years) 
and on Thursdays from 3.45pm - 5.00pm for children         
(7-12 years). Please contact Vanessa on 0447 992 986 or 
email:  Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

Ignite Conference 2021 
Every year, Ignite Youth hosts one of Australia’s most   
powerful Catholic youth conferences. Ignite Conference 
draws together a network of high schoolers, young adults, 
ministry leaders, families, teachers, priests and religious 
from around the country, sending them out with a passion 
for mission and authentic faith in Jesus. Young adults       
(18-30 years) are invited to join the diocesan group to    
experience four days of real-world formation,                  
encouragement in faith, great people and powerful       
worship. The conference will be held in Brisbane on          
22-25 September. Registrations close 2 August.  Email  
Parish Youth Coordinator, Rachael for more information  
Rachael.Kama@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

 Volunteers Needed  
Village Transport Services 

St Agnes’ & Lourdes Villages 
We’re trying to expand our village transport program to 5 
days a week, so we need more volunteers!  In this flexible 
role, you will be assisting with the lifestyle and wellbeing of 
residents by providing transport to and from Parish events 
and external appointments. The role will require you to 
have a valid licence, be able to  demonstrate the safe use 
of a motor vehicle and  occasionally assist with the manual 
handling of mobility devices. For more information please 
contact Tanya, Volunteer Coordinator on 6588 7444 or  
register  online https://stagnesparish.org.au/volunteers/ 

 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  Leone Kirton, Audrey Pickard,  
Barbara Mary Butcher, Marlon Torres, Bruce Tyson,  
Mary Sligar, Josip Granic.  
Anniversaries:   Bob Graham, Molly Maslin, Marie 
Quinn, Jack Lindsay. 
Other Mass Intentions: Josefina Carsares, Carmina Fa-
milar, Jack Archer, Hilton Dodds, Madge Lindsay, Beryl 
Thomas, Molly and Robert Friggens, John Cain, donor 
intentions, masses for the sick, thanksgiving masses.   

Peter Kearney  
Reflection Concert Cancelled 

Due to the COVID restrictions, this concert set down 
for next Saturday at St Mary Star of the Sea Church, 
Lake Cathie has been CANCELLED. If at all possible, 
we’ll look at rebooking in the future. Sorry for any   
inconvenience. 

 

Attention Young Adults 
A Gathering for Young Adults (Covid - Safe) 

If you're 18-35 years old and like bonfires, food and 
toasted marshmallows, feel free to join us on Monday        
26 July from 6.00pm - 7.30pm outside near the Parish 
Hall. Ellen Hales, Diocesan Youth Liaison Co-ordinator,  
will be hosting our first ever Exhort night so if you're 
interested, text Rachael Kama on 0436 676 500. 

 

Church Attendance 
Under the current COVID restrictions for NSW the    
requirements for attending Mass are as follows:  

 Everyone must wear masks. 

 No congregational singing is permitted. 

 Collection plates are no longer passed around. 
Please place your donations into the two boxes 
at the front of the church or in your chapel. 

 One person per 4sqm rule applies. The capacity 
in St Agnes’ Catholic Church is 100 people so 
those first to arrive will be able to be seated in 
the church. 

 All visitors (including those who use the QR 
code) need to make themselves known, prior to 
entering the church and chapels. 

We are still required to keep a record of Mass     
attendance so please check in for Mass via the QR 
Code available at the entrances of the church or    
chapels OR sign in with your contact details on the 
forms provided.  Please ensure you print your name 
and contact number legibly. 

This contact information must be provided to satisfy 
ongoing COVID requirements. If you have any concerns 
please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
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Remember in Prayer 

mailto:Vanessa.Denham@stagnesparish.org.au


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation:  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home   
Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

 Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel 

 Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

READERS AND COMMENTATORS ROSTER 
Week commencing 1 August 2021 

 
 

7.30am: Peter Johnson 
 Gai Arnold 
 Robert Green 
9.00am: Margaret Donnelly 
 Alan Wheatland 
 Judy Brady 
5.00pm: Worner Family 
  
  

Tuesday 12.05pm: 3 August 
Volunteer 
 

Thursday 12.05pm:  5 August 
Sue Williams 
 

Friday 12.05pm:  6 August 
Tony Worner 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 
 

ORDINARY TIME 17 
 
Monday 26 July 
Sts Joachim and Anne     Memorial 

Thursday 29 July 
St Martha                         Memorial 
 
Friday 30 July 
St Peter Chrysologus        Optional 

Saturday 31 July 
St Ignatius of Loyola       Memorial 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-joachim-and-anne
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/saints/07/29/st--martha--disciple-of-the-lord.html
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-peter-chrysologus
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/st-ignatius-loyola/

