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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

• holiness in the image of Christ.  

• proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

• minister within the faith community.  

• the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Towards the end of the Easter Season (5th Sunday of Easter), in the Parish News, I wrote to you that I 
had accepted the recommendation from the Parish Pastoral Council to review the constitution,  
membership and work of the Council. At the time, I indicated that the time was right to do this       
because of feedback received from various individuals and groups within the parish, which also fed 
into the current process of the Parish (Strategic) Plan. I also indicated that I would keep the             
parishioners updated on this review. 
 

I can now confirm that I have engaged Daniel Ang, Director at the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation, 
to lead this review. Daniel has extensive experience in formation, planning and pastoral research in 
the Dioceses of Parramatta and Broken Bay and now the Archdiocese of Sydney.  He will take into 
account parishioner feedback, look at best practice available for parishes both local and overseas, 
and refer to the provisions of Canon Law and our Diocesan expectations. This will be done in the  
context of the essential missionary nature of the parish, which both Popes Francis and Paul VI speak 
about in Evangelii Gaudium and Evangelii Nuntiandi, respectively. 
 

A timeline of the process and continuing updates will be provided in upcoming publications of the 
Parish News. 
 
Confirmation – Thank You 
Recently, we celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish and it was wonderful to           
celebrate this Sacrament with the 120 young people and their families. I would like to congratulate all 
those who received the Sacrament and assure them of our ongoing prayers and support. I would  
also like to thank all those who have helped the children in any way shape or form. Peta Rourke, our 
Sacraments Co-Ordinator, our teachers, Vanessa Denham, the musicians, the commentators, the  
altar servers, Fr Peter, Fr Roland, Deacon Prodencio and those who assisted with the COVID check-ins 
and welcomed everyone. I am deeply grateful to anyone who has been a part of these wonderful           
celebrations. 
 
Health Update 
Many parishioners have been asking about the radiation treatment that I am to undertake after my 
operation. Recently, I had an MRI scan and two CT scans for ‘after' surgery images of the area that 
was operated on. I have also had a mask made (see beautiful graphic below on the left!!) all done in 
preparation for radiation therapy that was to have commenced on the 16 August. This is now on 
hold. 
 

This has happened as I also had to have a dental check which is required as the radiation is to the 
head/jaw area. The outcome of that check was that I had two teeth extracted as they were teeth that 
many years ago were treated for an abscess. Apparently, if there is any chance of an infection coming 
from these two teeth during the radiation therapy, slight as the risk may be, then the advice is to 
eliminate this risk so that the radiation, which will compromise my immune system, can be done 
without interruption and so obtain the full beneficial effect going forward. Radiation will start when 
the jaw heals which will probably be the end of August all things being well. 
  
 

God bless               
 
 
 
 
 

 

 This is what the actual mask  
  looks like……. 

 
This is what I’d hoped it looked  like….. 
(Just kidding!!) 
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Chapel of Saints Tapestries    
St Mary of the Cross & Our Blessed Mother Mary 

 

The Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

In the Western church this feast celebrates the           
assumption of Mary into heaven; in the East it          
commemorates her  dormition or her falling asleep. The 
readings invite us to reflect on the role that she plays in 
the mystery of our  redemption. Whatever we honour in 
Mary in some way points to her son. 

Over the centuries devotion to Mary has been            
expressed in forms taken from the culture out of which 
it developed. Sometimes she is pictured as a humble 
peasant girl. At   other times she is depicted as a queen 
robed in gold of Ophir who rules from heaven. Probably 
the most familiar pose is that of a mother with her child. 
Perhaps the most dramatic of these themes is that of 
the celestial woman from the vision found in the Book 
of Revelation. It is because of the cosmic significance of 
Jesus that this tradition has been applied to Mary.  

Though the first reading depicts a cosmic woman, the     
gospel reading characterises Mary as a simple peasant 
woman intent on offering service to another. However, 
the words that are placed in her mouth are words of 
prophetic challenge. She announces the great reversals 
of God’s good news. The greatness of Mary is a          
reflection of the greatness of the Son of God whom she 
bore. He was the firstfruits of salvation. He was the    
victor who won the kingdom. Her part in this victory 
was to bring him to birth and into maturity. 
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Something to think about... 

There is no relic of Our Lady’s body in existence; nor has 
any person or city ever claimed possession of such a 
relic. From the earliest times of the Church, the faithful 
venerated the remains of the Saints. Relics of the   
Apostles and of thousands of martyrs are preserved in 
shrines and caskets. The sacred remains of Mary could 
not have been lost or neglected.  

Parish Prayer 
Through the Parish Pastoral Council, a small group has  
begun the process of writing a Parish Prayer. The initial 
draft appears below, with comments around why it was 
decided to attempt this. In addition, it includes information 
concerning the different parts of the Prayer itself. Any  
comment or feedback from parishioners is welcome, either 
to tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or left as a hard copy 
at the Presbytery. It would be appreciated if this could be 
done by the end of August. 
 

O God,  creator of the mountains, rivers, seas and  
all who dwell upon the lands of our Parish -   

all praise and glory is given to you.  
With Jesus at the heart of our thoughts,  

words, actions and decisions,  
May we, with the help and guidance of your Spirit,  

live our lives with integrity, and nourish our  
faith through prayer and service to others.   

May we guide each other to excellence and stewardship 
of your gifts, so that we may be  

united as one body in you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen  

St Agnes ... pray for us.  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop ... pray for us.  

Our Lady of the Southern Cross – Help of Christians ...  
pray for us.  

 

A common prayer, prayed at significant/various times, by 
people across all areas of the parish – parishioners,         
volunteers, staff – has the potential to help instill a sense of 
identity, belonging, and oneness. The Prayer is addressed 
to God, the first person of the Trinity, followed by a ‘who’ 
statement. In this case, referencing ‘creation’ and            
specifically of creation within our area – mountains, rivers, 
sea(s) and people, without naming specific cultural or     
indigenous groups, i.e. “... all who dwell ...”.  
 

The phrase, “All praise and glory”, references our Parish 
Vision Statement. The following line, “With Jesus at the 
heart of our thoughts, words, actions, and decisions …” 
comes directly from a section in our Vision Mission and  
Values booklet referencing that we all share responsibility 
for shaping our culture. It also acknowledges that Jesus, the 
second person of the Trinity, is central to everything we do. 
The phrase “with the help and guidance of your Spirit” 
acknowledges the Spirit as the third member of the Trinity. 
It also reflects the statement in the opening paragraph of 
our Vision and Mission. 
 

Each of our six values is then named.  

The Prayer concludes, as most of our formal prayers do, 
“asking this through Christ our Lord”.  
 

Finally, to complete the Prayer, and in the form of a        
traditional Litany, there is an acknowledgement of our   
patron saint (St Agnes), our first Australian saint (St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop), linked to education in the parish, and 
the patron of Australia, (Our Lady of the Southern Cross, 
Mary Help of Christians). 
 

On 8 August we         
celebrated the Feast of 

St Mary of the Cross 
and this weekend we 

celebrate the  
Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Both of these saints are 
depicted in our Chapel 

of Saints tapestries   
located in the side 
chapel of St Agnes 

Church.  

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au


  Filipino Mass 
There will be a Filipino Mass held in St Agnes Church on 
Sunday 22 August at 11.30am. Due to church number    
limitations should you wish to attend please text Grace on  
0439 377 574. 

 

Aged Care Employees Day 
Thanks for Caring! 

“Not all superheroes wear capes”. Throughout the         
pandemic, our heroes wear masks and gowns, carry 
brooms and mops and are fronting up daily to  protect the 
most vulnerable. 360,000 aged care workers, no matter 
their role, are the heroes helping more than 1.3 million 
Australians access aged care services and continue to     
remain safe, healthy and connected. This includes nurses 
and care workers, allied health professionals, hospitality 
teams, drivers, cleaners, volunteers, lifestyle officers,     
administration staff and many, many others. Please keep 

them in your prayers. 
 

Parish Ladies Morning Teas 
All ladies are invited to morning tea to be held at           
Pipeworks Café (near McDonalds at Settlement Point) on       
Saturday 21 August  at 10.30am.  Please RSVP by Friday    
20 August to Cathy on 0413 552 696. 
 

Australia Prays - Sunday 22 August 

On Sunday 22 August Australia's Churches are invited to 
pray for our local, national and global communities         
experiencing great need and distress caused by COVID-
19.  There is great power in unified prayer as we pray     
together ‘Lord have mercy – Jesus have mercy’, a prayer of 
compassion, the prayer of the heart. This simple prayer for 
mercy is found throughout the scriptures in both the Old 
and New Testaments.  
Further participation: 
For those wanting to go deeper and commit additional 
time or individual participation: 

1.  Every day from Monday 16 – Sunday 22 August  
a Daily Devotion will be sent out to those who register. 
Each Daily Devotion will include a prayer from a different 
Church leader. Register using the link below. 

2.  Nightly from 8pm, Monday 16 – Sunday 22 August  a 
nightly Prayer Call will take place with input from different 
church leader each night. Register using link below. 
3. On Sunday 22 August  from 9AM – 9PM, the National 
Day of Prayer & Fasting team will host a Zoom Prayer 
call featuring Church leaders and Indigenous Christian 
Leaders. Come for a short while or come for a long while. 
Let us join in prayer for our nation. Register using the link 
below. 
Register: Online - Sign up for Devotions & Prayer Call ID  
For more information on the National Day of Prayer vis-
it http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/
LordHaveMercy/  

 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  Olga Maloney, Teddy Odrunia, Elia 
Arquilla, Haide Ocbina Flores. 
Anniversaries:   Aidan Smith, Alexandra Parisi, Joan 
Peake. 
Other Mass Intentions:  Cyril & Eileen Bennett, Patricia 
Bennett, Phyllis Dunn, Reg Player,  Edward Dunn, Julia 
O’Brien, Edward O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, 
Trixie Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner,  
Shiela Moon, deceased members of Dunn, O’Brien and 
Reilly families, Br Michael O’Connor,  Beryl Thomas, Josip 
Granic, Neil Breakspear, Bill Rourke, Jack Archer donor 

intentions, masses for the sick, thanksgiving masses.   

Church Attendance 
Under the current COVID restrictions for NSW the    
requirements for attending Mass are as follows:  

 Everyone must wear masks. 

 No congregational singing is permitted. 

 Collection plates are no longer passed around. 
Please place your donations into the two boxes 
at the front of the church or at your chapel. 

 One person per 4sqm rule applies. The capacity 
in St Agnes’ Catholic Church is 100 people so 
those first to arrive will be able to be seated in 
the church. Seating is designated according to a 
set number of people per seat. Please take note 
of the signage and sit where directed to     
maintain the required distance. Could  families 
of 4 or more, please sit upstairs in choir loft. 

 All visitors (including those who use the QR 
code) need to make themselves known, prior to 
entering the church and chapels. 

We are still required to keep a record of Mass     
attendance so please check in for Mass via the QR 
Code available at the entrances of the church or    
chapels OR sign in with your contact details on the 
forms provided.  Please ensure you print your name 
and contact number legibly. If you have any concerns  
contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 

Please do not attend if you are unwell or have any  
cold/flu-like symptom.  

 

Catholic Women’s League 
The CWL will be meeting on Friday,  20 August at 
1.30pm in the St Agnes’ parish hall.  For more            
information please  contact Irene 6583 7430.   

 

Correspondence 
I have recently received anonymous letters. Please be 
aware as a general rule when I open  correspondence if 
it is un-signed it is immediately shredded. If people are 
not prepared to sign letters I am not prepared to read 
them.                          Fr Paul  
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Remember in Prayer 

https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/register-national-day-of-prayer-fasting-2021/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 

 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
 

Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday:    
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:   
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation:  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon 
Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: 
Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the Presbytery Office, 
or visit the Parish website for more information. 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;    Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

Roster Week Commencing 22 August 2021 
 

 

 
Liturgical Celebrations  

 

ORDINARY TIME 20 
 
Sunday 15 August 
The ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY                       Solemnity 
 
Monday 16 August 
St Stephen of Hungary         Optional 
Anniversary of dedication of  
St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore 
(1919) 
 
Thursday 19 August 
St John Eudes                          Optional 

Friday 20 August 
St Bernard (of Clairvaux)    Memorial 

Saturday 21 August 
St Pius X                                                

7.30am:  
R1:  Sr Anne Hannigan 
R2:  Peter Johnson 
C:    Brian Tierney 
EMHC:  Geoff Leary 
Sacristan:  Leone Flanagan 
Welcomer:  Michelle Lawler 
 

9.00am:  
R1:  Ann Thurgate 
R2:  Sandra Hartas 
C:    Tess Koning 
EMHC:  Wendy Schumann & 
               Alan Wheatland 
Sacristan:   Sue Williams 
Welcomers:  Gavin Smith  
                        Trish Todd 

5.00pm: 
R1:  Anne Hayek 
R2:  Kym Condon 
C:    Timo Gobius 
EMHC:   Jason Gill (Marg Gobius) 
Sacristan:   Vanessa Denham 
Welcomers:  Debbie Rennes & 
                        Ginaya Yarnold 
Power Point:  Cath Freeman 
 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday 24 August:     
Volunteer 
Thursday 26 August:    
Sandra Hartas 
Friday 27 August:          
Peta Rourke 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/the-assumption-of-mary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/the-assumption-of-mary
https://www.catholicireland.net/saintoftheday/st-stephen-of-hungary-975-1038-first-king-of-hungary-and-patron-saint/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-eudes
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bernard-of-clairvaux
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-pius-x

