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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

Who will stay and who will go? 
 

For these last five weeks we have listened to gospel readings from John Chapter 60, readings about bread and, 
most importantly of all, the Bread of Life. Jesus teaches “I have come to give you the Bread of Life.” 
 

This sequence of readings from John (Ch 60) began with the miracle of the feeding of the 5000. Starting with 
just five little barley loaves and two fishes, they all ate until they were filled, with 12 baskets of food remaining.   
 

And yet here in today’s gospel, just a little while after witnessing that miracle, we find many of Jesus’ followers 
murmuring, complaining and disgruntled. For many of them, Jesus’ teaching and preaching is proving too hard, 
too tough, too shocking to accept. Many of them then left and no longer accompanied him. 
 

Jesus asks the Twelve who remain, “Do you also want to leave?”  
 

Sometimes, when frustrated or disappointed or distressed about the failures of our Church, we too might    
wonder if we can or should leave and walk away. Many of our friends and family have already left. Like those 
followers who left Jesus, many in our community have found  his teachings too hard. But Peter’s words are as 
true for us as they were for him and for the Twelve: “Master, to whom shall we go?” Much and all as we too can 
find Jesus’ teaching challenging, it is Jesus who has the words of eternal life. It is Jesus, the Holy One of God, 
who offers us the Bread of Life. There is no other. 
 

So, today’s readings present us with questions of decision and commitment.  
 

In the first reading, Joshua, who succeeded Moses and led the Israelites into the Promised Land, challenges the 
Chosen People, newly settled in that new land, to decide on whether it is God or some other deities they will 
serve and worship? The people recall the great wonders that the Lord God had done for them and re-commit 
themselves to serving the Lord. 
 

In the second reading, the Apostle Paul insists that being a Christian does indeed demand choices and           
commitments of us, some of them hard. He urges us to live in love, as Christ loved us.  
 

The gospel then challenges each of us, today and indeed every day of our lives: shall we follow him or shall we 
leave.  

 

Jesus didn’t promise that it would be easy. Not at all. But 
what he does promise is food for the journey, the   Eucharist 
of his flesh and blood, eternal life, and undying love. 
 

So, what is your response to Jesus’ question: Do you also 
want to leave? Let us pray for the strength and the   courage 
to hold on to our faith in Jesus. Let us remember and give 
thanks for the many things that the Lord has done for us. 
Let us come and find nourishment in the  Eucharist. And let 
us support and encourage each other on the journey. 
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Adult Formation 
 1.  Spirituality in the Pub / Spirituality on the Sofa 
 (SIP/SOS) 
Theme:              Reconnecting … through MUSIC    
Speakers:         Sam Allchurch and Dawn Walker. Sam is 
the Director of Music at Christ Church St Laurence,    
Artistic Director of the Sydney Chamber Choir, and    
Associate Artistic Director of Gondwana Choirs. Dawn, a 
graduate of Melbourne University Conservatorium, was 
the Director of Music at Balwyn High School in           
Melbourne where she taught for 25 years prior to     
retirement.  
Date:                  Wednesday, 1 September  
Time:                  7:30pm – 9:00pm  
Zoom Link:       No need to register. Click here to join. 
Contact Tony  tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

2. Called to be Dangerous Women – Virtual      
 Scripture Series 

Presented by Dr Janina Hiebel, Dr Rosemary Canavan, 
Dr Carmel Posa SGS and Dr Claire Renkin, the series will 
be held over four sessions. Each session involves all four 
speakers who will explore three women around a    
common theme – Old Testament, New Testament,    
Monastic Women, and the Artwork around them. A 
Q&A will follow each session. 
Session 1: Wednesday  1 September 7.00pm – 8.00pm, 
Judith, Mary Magdalene, Mary of Egypt. 
Session 2: Wednesday 8 September 7.00pm – 8.00pm, 
Ester, the woman anointing Jesus (in Mark & Matthew), 
Radgund. 
Session 3: Wednesday 22 September 7.00pm – 8.00pm, 
Hannah, Mary and Elisabeth (visitation), Dorothy Day. 
Session 4: Wednesday 29 September 7.00pm – 8.00pm  
Ruth, Phoebe, Teresa of Avila 
More information.                        Free to register here. 
 

3. Euthanasia Talks 
Over the last 3 weeks the Broken Bay and Parramatta 
Dioceses presented talks on Euthanasia. There is a 
growing concern about a Bill that will be presented to 
the NSW Parliament, likely in September, on the        
legalisation of Euthanasia. A link to these talks wasn't 
able to be shared because they were booked out.    
However, they were recorded. The links will be passed 
on when available. In the meantime, the following may 
be of interest to parishioners. For more information  
regarding the Hope petition, click here.  
An online event, Gospel-Centred Care of the Dying, will 
be held via zoom on Monday, 13 September at 7.30pm. 
To register, please email Deacon Michael at                 
Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org.  

Parish Prayer 
Through the Parish Pastoral Council, a small group has  
begun the process of writing a Parish Prayer. The initial 
draft appears below, with comments around why it was 
decided to attempt this. In addition, it includes information 
concerning the different parts of the Prayer itself. Any  
comment or feedback from parishioners is welcome, either 
to tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or left as a hard copy 
at the Presbytery. It would be appreciated if this could be 
done by the end of August. 
 

O God,  creator of the mountains, rivers, seas and  
all who dwell upon the lands of our Parish -   

all praise and glory is given to you.  
With Jesus at the heart of our thoughts,  

words, actions and decisions,  
May we, with the help and guidance of your Spirit,  

live our lives with integrity, and nourish our  
faith through prayer and service to others.   

May we guide each other to excellence and stewardship 
of your gifts, so that we may be  

united as one body in you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen  

St Agnes ... pray for us.  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop ... pray for us.  

Our Lady of the Southern Cross – Help of Christians ...  
pray for us.  

A common prayer, prayed at significant/various times, by 
people across all areas of the parish – parishioners,         
volunteers, staff – has the potential to help instill a sense of 
identity, belonging, and oneness. The Prayer is addressed 
to God, the first person of the Trinity, followed by a ‘who’ 
statement. In this case, referencing ‘creation’ and            
specifically of creation within our area – mountains, rivers, 
sea(s) and people, without naming specific cultural or     
indigenous groups, i.e. “... all who dwell ...”.  
 

The phrase, “All praise and glory”, references our Parish 
Vision Statement. The following line, “With Jesus at the 
heart of our thoughts, words, actions, and decisions …” 
comes directly from a section in our Vision Mission and  
Values booklet referencing that we all share responsibility 
for shaping our culture. It also acknowledges that Jesus, the 
second person of the Trinity, is central to everything we do. 
The phrase “with the help and guidance of your Spirit” 
acknowledges the Spirit as the third member of the Trinity. 
It also reflects the statement in the opening paragraph of 
our Vision and Mission. 
 

Each of our six values is then named.  
The Prayer concludes, as most of our formal prayers do, 
“asking this through Christ our Lord”.  
 

Finally, to complete the Prayer, and in the form of a        
traditional Litany, there is an acknowledgement of our   
patron saint (St Agnes), our first Australian saint (St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop), linked to education in the parish, and 
the patron of Australia, (Our Lady of the Southern Cross, 
Mary Help of Christians). 

There will be no Masses or Reconciliation in       
St Agnes’ Parish until the COVID-19 statewide   

lockdown is over. Please contact the Presbytery 
Office if you have any concerns. 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82729675154?pwd=alc0OW5HWXBROFVCcEd5YmlQcmtxQT09#success
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/blog/post/called-to-be-dangerous-women-virtual-scripture-series/?ct=t
https://garratt1.wufoo.com/forms/k1h4t4sz1lv5cza/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.noeuthanasia.org.au%2Fprotect_life_nsw&data=04%7C01%7Ctony.worner%40stagnesparish.org.au%7C9a3311f41f9543daacf208d9614f8962%7C1d136d1fb7eb457a9481a8cf1ac1e8e5%7C0%7C0%7C637647816533322662%7
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au


 
 
 

Major earthquake hits Haiti 
Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with the      
people of Haiti who have been devastated by a 7.2        
magnitude earthquake.  Over 1,400 people have died, and 
thousands more left  injured. Homes, churches and schools 
have been damaged in the quake, and reports indicate that 
more than 30,000 families have been left homeless.  
The country also continues to grapple with COVID-19,   
poverty, and ongoing political instability and violence. 
There is immediate and urgent need for food, water,    
shelter, hygiene kits and first aid on the ground.  
To provide support, you can donate to Caritas Australia’s 
Emergency Response Appeal. 
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au or by calling 1800 

024 413 toll free.  
 

  Baptism Information Night 

An Information session for the sacrament of 
Baptism will be held at 6.00pm on  Thursday, 
26 August. This will be a zoom meeting so 
you need to register by contacting the    
Presbytery Office on 6583 1024, Monday to 
Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm.   This  information 
session is for children aged 0-6 years only. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Review 
Last week I communicated to you in the Parish News the 
engagement of Daniel Ang, Director at the Sydney Centre 
for Evangelisation, Archdiocese of Sydney, to lead the    
review of the Parish Pastoral Council. Following is the 
agreed timeline for this process, notwithstanding changes 
that may need to be made because of COVID). 

1.  (15 August  – Solemnity of the Assumption) Formal  
 engagement of Daniel Ang of the Archdiocese of   
 Sydney to conduct the review. 

2.  Provision of community feedback, existing statutes 
 and relevant parish information to Daniel. 

3.  Through a short-recorded message to be played     
 before Sunday Masses, Daniel to introduce himself 
 and outline the review process. 

4.  Draft of review and recommendations to be        
 completed. 

5.  Presentation of draft review and recommendations 
 to the parish community via Zoom or other           
 appropriate  means. Opportunity for (written) feed
 back from parishioners. 

6.  Any additional parishioner feedback is considered. 

7.  Report finalised and delivered by Daniel to Fr Paul. 
 (Mid-Late October). Recommendations will then be     
 provided to Parish Pastoral Council and parishioners. 

             Fr Paul 

 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  Maria Vasicek, Angelie Nieva,   
Earl Vincent Aguirre, Olga Maloney. 
Anniversaries:   Erlinda Ignacio, Gloria Ravelo, Francis 
Sweeney, Reginald Player, Gordon Haldane. 
Other Mass Intentions: Cyril & Eileen Bennett, Patricia 
Bennett, Phyllis Dunn, Edward Dunn, Julia O’Brien,   
Edward O’Brien, Eileen Monahan, Phil Moore, Trixie 
Davidson, Florence Shergold, Florence Turner,  Shiela 
Moon, deceased members of Dunn, O’Brien and Reilly 
families, Br Michael O’Connor,  Beryl Thomas, Josip 
Granic, Neil Breakspear, Jack Archer donor intentions, 
masses for the sick, thanksgiving masses.   

 

Are you concerned about climate 
change and the environment?  

Pope Francis calls us to be responsible stewards of 
God’s Creation in his 2015 encyclical “Laudato Sí”.        
If you would like to find prayerful ways to take action 
against climate change and to live more sustainably, 
please contact Lucy Osborn via email on                  
flmosborn@gmail.com. 
 

Australia Prays - Sunday 22 August 

On Sunday 22 August  Australia's 
Churches were invited to pray for 
our local, national and global      
communities experiencing great 
need and distress caused by 
COVID-19. There is great power 
in unified prayer and this time we 
pray together ‘Lord have  mercy – 
Jesus have mercy’, a prayer of 
compassion, the prayer of the 
heart. Inspiration for this prayer 

is found in the story of the blind beggar in Luke 18:35 
and his cry to Jesus for healing. This simple prayer for 
mercy is found throughout the scriptures in both the 
Old and New Testaments. “Our eyes look to the Lord 
our God till He shows us His mercy.” — Ps. 123:2.     
Participants are  encouraged to add to this prayer, and 
also to fast as they feel led. On Sunday 22 August  from 
9.00am – 9.00pm, the National Day of Prayer & Fasting 
team will host a Zoom Prayer call featuring Church 
leaders and Indigenous Christian Leaders. Come for a 
short while or come for a long while. Let us join in 
prayer for our nation. Register using the link below. 
 

Online - Sign up for Devotions & Prayer Call ID  
For more information on the National Day of Prayer 
visit http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/
LordHaveMercy/  
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Remember in Prayer 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/our-people/daniel-ang/
mailto:flmosborn@gmail.com
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E   pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au   
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND NOW PAYS 0.45% 
The Port Macquarie office of the DIF is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any enquiries on 6583 7439  
All enquiries outside these hours phone 1800 802 516.  

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

 
 

 

There will be no Masses or Reconciliation until further     
notice due to the COVID-19 statewide lockdown. 

 

Below are the usual Mass times for when Masses can recommence. 
Monday: No Mass 

Tuesday:   
9.30am Residential aged care only  
11.00am Residential aged care only  
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   

Wednesday:  
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 
6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Thursday:   
12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (celebrated as Sunday Mass) 

Friday: 12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 

Saturday:  
6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 

Sunday:   
7.30am St Agnes’ Church 
9.00am St Agnes’ Church  
5.00pm St Agnes’ Church 
Reconciliation:  
Friday  11.30am - 12 noon;  Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm 
Baptisms: Held each Sunday in St Agnes’ Church. Please contact the      
Presbytery Office, or visit the Parish website for more information. 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:   

Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;    Fr Paul Daily Reflections  

Roster Week Commencing 29 August 2021 

 
Liturgical Celebrations  

 

 
ORDINARY TIME 21 
 
Monday 23 August 
St Rose of Lima             Optional 
 
Tuesday 24 August 
St Bartholomew                  Feast 
 
Wednesday 25 August 
St Louis                          Optional 

St Joseph Calasanz         Optional 

Friday 27 August 
St Monica                     Memorial 

Saturday 28 August 
St Augustine                 Memorial 

7.30am:  
R1:  Gai Arnold 
R2:  Jennifer Campbell 
C:    Jim O’Brien 
EMHC:  Greg Grace 
Sacristan:  Leone Flanagan 
Welcomers:  Rebecca Cameron  
                        Wendy Welsh 

9.00am:  
R1:  Richard O’Brien 
R2:  Beth Flynn 
C:    Peta Rourke 
EMHC:  Peta Rourke, Sandra Hartas 
Sacristan:   Alan Wheatland 
Welcomers:  Gavin Smith  
                        Sandra Hartas 

5.00pm: 
R1, PS R2 & C:  Worner Family 
EMHC:   Jodie Rich (Tanya Daley) 
Sacristan:   Vanessa Denham 
Welcomer:  Cath Freeman 
Power Point:  Debbie Rennes 
 
 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

Tuesday 31 August:     
Volunteer 
 

Thursday 2 September:    
Vanessa Denham 
 

Friday 3 September:          
Toni Roach 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.nashvilledominican.org/community/our-dominican-heritage/our-saints-and-blesseds/st-rose-lima/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLS225EfE1g
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-louis-of-france
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/qa-with-fr-john-flader-st-joseph-calasanz/
https://www.churchpop.com/2018/08/27/5-incredible-facts-about-st-monica-that-will-inspire-you-to-never-give-up-hope/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q07lMo2N8V0

