
2-3 October 2021 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year B  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Plenary Council Commences 
The First General Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia opens with Mass at 2.00pm 
from St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth on Sunday, 3 October. The  journey to the Plenary Council has 
been long (and made longer by the coronavirus pandemic), nor will it not end with the First 
General Assembly. Work toward a Council began in 2016 when the Australian Bishops         
confirmed a plan to host one in 2020. In March 2018 Pope Francis granted formal approval for 
the Church in Australia to hold the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia. The listening and dialogue phase began in May 
2018, inviting people to consider the question 'What do you think God is asking of us in  Australia at this time?'. In July 
2019 the National Centre for Pastoral Research published 'Listen to What the Spirit is Saying', and then the Listening and 
Discernment phase opened, inviting people to reflect on the six National Themes for Discernment through prayer,      
listening, sharing and discernment. With the coming of the COVID-19  pandemic, the Plenary Council assemblies 
planned for October 2020 and April 2021 were postponed until October 2021 and July 2022. While originally hoped to 
meet in person, the pandemic has meant the first assembly will be a mix of in-person and online delivery. The historic 
event will develop concrete proposals to create a more missionary, Christ-centred Church in Australia. Following the 
assembly, it is expected a number of documents will be produced to be reviewed, considered and hopefully approved at 
the next assembly. In the meantime as the first assembly gets  underway, you are invited to watch the live-streamed 
Mass and access other information on the  Plenary Council website. Blessings.  

Michele Frankeni, Australian Catholics assistant editor 
 

Join the Plenary Tracker, a daily Zoom with exclusive news, insights, and panel discussions hosted by respected former 
ABC presenter Genevieve Jacobs AM. Every night from Sunday October 3 to October 10 at 7.30pm, Genevieve will speak 
with Plenary members and insiders summarising, highlighting, and discussing each day’s events. 
Registering for Plenary Tracker is FREE.  Simply fill in your details here to receive the one web link that allows you to join 
each night. By registering you will also receive daily emails with a video recording of the previous night’s session, and a 
link to Emeritus Professor John Warhurst AO's daily blog. John is a Plenary Council member. 
Plenary Tracker is brought to you by the Australasian Catholic Coalition for Church Reform in partnership with           
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn, and with the support of Garratt Publishing. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Review                                                
As mentioned last week, Daniel Ang, Director at the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation in the Archdiocese of Sydney,  
engaged to lead the review of the Parish Pastoral Council has provided a draft Report for parishioners to read.  This draft 
report is available as a hard copy from the Presbytery or can be accessed online here.  As part of the process,               
parishioners are invited to read the draft report and discern its contents. Daniel has kindly offered two opportunities for 
parishioners to share their thoughts with him on this draft Report – Wednesday 20 October at 1.00pm or later that 
evening at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall. Please note, his brief is only with the review of the Parish Pastoral Council. Daniel 
will be available live via Zoom, where he will share his insights, thoughts, and findings. These two sessions will be one  
hour each. There will be an opportunity for those present to ask questions they have submitted online in the first      
instance. If time allows, further questions may be invited, or clarification sought. Daniel will then consider this feedback 
and write the final Report. Given our responsibility to adhere to COVID-19 restrictions and the possibility that we may 
need to contact you if the venue changes or restrictions dictate that the sessions become wholly online, we ask          
parishioners to register their interest in one or other of the sessions. (If you haven't access to a computer, the           
Presbytery Office will take your registration and question(s) if you have any.) If you cannot attend one of the two       
sessions above, you are also invited to give feedback. 
Register here to attend in person and include a question if appropriate or if you cannot attend and would like to       
comment, you can do so here. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.jesuitcommunications.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-awluyk-qitudduiu-r%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCath.Freeman%40stagnesparish.org.au%7C3b8db4cbefba4909493708d98184b3fd%7C1d136d1fb7eb457a9481a8cf1ac1e8e5%7C0%7C0%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgarrattpublishing.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D1f40de2f365c592f61392a808%26id%3D49bf13e234%26e%3D28132cbac4&data=04%7C01%7Ctony.worner%40stagnesparish.org.au%7C23feafde27ec45c70adf
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/our-people/daniel-ang/
https://stagnesparish.org.au/Draft-PPC-Review.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H20THeu3ekWUgajPGsHo5WvKCxdm4NtOvZN7XHNtyNpUQ0VPQ01UMDRMTkJVVzhKUEkwMEVQNDM4VS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H20THeu3ekWUgajPGsHo5WvKCxdm4NtOvZN7XHNtyNpURUlRSjlMODQ3TERTT1gwVDYxMVkyTFlPWS4u
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Adult Formation 
1. Next Spirituality in the Pub / Spirituality on the Sofa      
(SIP/SOS) 
Theme:   Reconnecting - re-imaging Faith  
  Communities      
Speakers:    Melinda Seed, Charles Burford and  
  Anne Benjamin. 
Melinda holds a Bachelor of Economics, Master of Arts, 
Master of Teaching and an Advanced Diploma in       
Ministry, is the Youth Ministry Leader at Christ Church 
St Laurence and is licensed to preach in Sydney Diocese.  
Charles is an Honorary Professor of the Australian   
Catholic University; has been a Visiting Research Scholar 
at Pennsylvania State, and Fordham Universities in the 
US and The University of Verona, Italy. Anne is an     
Honorary Professor at the Australian Catholic University 
and an Honorary Fellow at the University of Western 
Sydney; was Director of Schools in the Diocese of       
Parramatta and author of many publications, including - 
with Charles of “Leadership in a Synodal Church”. 
Date:                   Wednesday, 6 October  
Time:                  7:30pm – 9:00pm  
Zoom Link:       No need to register. Click here to join. 
 

2. Called to be Dangerous Women – Virtual Scripture 
Series 
The recent four session series, completing a journey of 
discovery exploring the role of women in faith, is now 
available for viewing. Each session can be accessed 
here. Session 1: Judith, Mary Magdalene, Mary of 
Egypt. Session 2: Ester, the woman anointing Jesus (in 
Mark & Matthew), Radgund. Session 3: Hannah, Mary 
and Elisabeth (visitation), Dorothy Day. Session 4: Ruth, 
Phoebe, Teresa of Avila. 

 

Parish Donations 
As the collection plates are no longer 
passed around during  Masses we ask you 
to place your parish donations for first 
and/or second collections into the donation boxes     
located in our church and  chapels. These donations can 
also be left at the Presbytery Office.   

There is also the option to donate online using debit/
credit cards or direct bank transfer. To organise this  
facility contact Jen at the Parish Administration  Centre 
on  6588 7444.  

The third option is to use the Tap’n’Go device available 
at the entrances to the church and chapels.  

If you have any questions please contact the Presbytery 
Office on 6583 1024. 

 

Gentle Exercise Classes 
Qi gong, is a form of ancient Chinese gentle exercise.  
When Port Macquarie is out of lockdown classes will 
resume at the Tenison Woods Centre, St Agnes’ Village 
on a Wednesday at 9.00am. Cost is $5.00. Contact Judy 
on 0409 306 207 for more information.  

 The Playground of Life  
Watching children in a playground, I am in awe at how    
uninhibited they are with one another. Though they may be 
total strangers, children seem to have no problem fumbling 
and tumbling around, chatting to one another and even 
making friends under the watchful eye of their parents.  
Once playtime is over, the new-found friends say goodbye 
whilst the adults simply smile and quietly go their separate 
ways. It is clear children believe the playground is loads of 
fun, not just because of the swings and slides, but because 
other kids are present. When other children are not around 
the playground is quieter, not as much fun. 
It can be compared to people coming together to pray as a 
faith community. Total strangers we may be, but it’s still a 
much richer and fulfilling experience when we pray as one, 
whether it be at Mass, bible study or a prayer service.  
At that time of common prayer, like children in a             
playground, it’s much easier to leave all judgement,        
prejudices and hang-ups behind and be more at ease with 
one another. And all this speaks of God who is God of, and, 
for relationships. The bible shows us how much God wants 
to be in relationship with humanity: The lengths and 
breaths that God will go to foster that relationship and the 
invitation for humanity to constantly enter into that         
relationship with God and, importantly, with one another.  
It seems rather strange that what comes so naturally to  
children becomes increasingly difficult as we grow older. We 
become more inhibited, more weary, more conscious of 
ourselves and of our behaviour. We also are more aware of 
how others behave. And perhaps this makes having new 
relationships with people around us more challenging.  
But we are created, born and brought up through and by 
relationships. It’s part of the building blocks of our very  
nature because it’s God’s nature. To be in loving and giving 
relationships with one another. To be able to come together 
and support one another as we fumble and tumble through 
life. To see and appreciate that life is so much richer and 
wonderful because there are others around who are living 
life together with us. 
We are all invited by God to be in the playground of life, to 
enter into it with others, to be like children; welcoming, 
accepting without inhibitions and judgements and relating 
to one another as brothers and sisters. Life perhaps is 
meant to be like a playground, without walls, barriers and 
borders. Life should be an open space in our hearts where 
people and God can enter and bring life to us and for us to 
share that life with others.  
   Mark Chia CSsR, © Majellan Media 2021 
 

Office Closures for Long Weekend 
Monday, 4 October is a public holiday 
and the following offices will be closed: 
 The Presbytery Office and Donnelly 

House. 
 Parish Administration Centre and 

the DIF Office. 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86348317712?pwd=MGVjTEdaNTE1ajFBcis2czFoRWV1dz09
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/blog/post/called-to-be-dangerous-women-virtual-scripture-series/?ct=t(video-dangerous-women-week-1)&mc_cid=489b6fd45d&mc_eid=28132cbac4
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/blog/post/called-to-be-dangerous-women-virtual-scripture-series/?ct=t(video-dangerous-women-week-1)&mc_cid=489b6fd45d&mc_eid=28132cbac4


Sunday Mass to be available 
online this weekend 

With Stay-At-Home orders in place,    
Fr Paul has recorded a Mass for this  
Sunday (the Twenty-seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time) that will be available 
for viewing from 7.30am Sunday  
morning (3 October) on the Parish's 
‘With you for Life’ video channel  

(https://withyouforlife.org.au/pastoral/). 
If you are a subscriber to the Parish E-news you will   
receive the direct link via email at 7.30am on Sunday,     
3 October. 

 

Journey into the Catholic Faith  
Starting Soon! 

This course aims to systematically propose “the Christian 
faith in its entirety and in its authenticity,” in accordance 
with the Catholic Church’s understanding. It begins with 
the proclamation of the “core message of the Christian 
faith” and then proceeds to a more systematic       
presentation of the Catholic faith. The course also      
incorporates the RCIA and is relevant for anyone aged 18 
years or over who is interested in knowing more about 
the Catholic faith. Session details will be advised in next 
week’s Parish News. Please contact the Presbytery Office 
on 6583 1024 for enquiries. 
 

Rosary at Lake Cathie 
You are invited to a public Rosary in honour of 
Our Lady of Fatima to be held in the grounds 
of St Mary, Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, 
Lake Cathie on Wednesday, 13 October at 
10.30am. Join us in uniting people together in 
prayer  

 

Sacristy & Church Carers Ministry   
& Church Flower Ministry 

Thank you to our volunteers in the above ministry.  It is 
time to compile the 2022 rosters. If you are  unable to 
continue in this Ministry, or if your contact details have 
changed, please contact Eileen on 0412 822 225 as soon 
as possible. If you are happy to continue on please do 
nothing and thank you for your continuing support. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
These special sessions recommence soon and will be 
held at the 9.00am Mass on Sunday, 10 October and at 
the 5.00pm Masses on 17, 24 and 31 October.  
All children are welcome to attend. 
 

Daylight Saving commences 
Sunday 3 October.  

Clocks go forward one hour. 

 

 
 

Recently Deceased:  Janice Mills, Marjorie Welsh,  
Eden Ilustre, Leon Voesenek. 
Anniversaries:  Fernanda Odrunia, Pam Saunders,       
Patrick Murphy, Margaret Therese Cavanagh. 
Other Mass Intentions: Michael Kingston,  Edith    
Kirkwood, Josef Granic, Steven Craven, Guilberto 
Conde, Barry, Monica and Peter Doyle,  Cyril and Eileen 
Bennett, John and Kathleen Carroll, Mary Cavanagh, 
Hiltod Dodd, Beryl Thomas, Leila and Harry Warwick, 
Nell Sweney, Gerard Cassegrain, Beryl Walsh, donor 
intentions, masses for the sick, thanksgiving masses.   

  Masses & Church  
Attendance  

There will be no Masses in our   
parish whilst the Stay-At-Home 
order is in place. Should this   
order be lifted on Tuesday,  
5 October Masses will resume on Wednesday at the  
usual Mass times listed on the back page. Please take 
note of the Covid safe rules for attending masses.   
 

Year 12 students - Prayer Sponsors 
Our prayers are with you 

Year 12 students in our community have really had a 
tough and ever-changing environment to deal with 
over their final two years of school education. They 
have been tested time and time again on their ability 
to bounce back with learning swinging from online to 
face to face and uncertainty on exam formats and             
commencement dates. The Covid pandemic has built 
wonderful resilience but these are unprecedented 
times. In previous years we have asked our parish  
community to be prayer sponsors for our Year 12     
students during exam time only. This year we are     
asking you to pray for the students over the months 
leading up to their exams, not just at exam time. If you 
are interested in being a prayer sponsor please contact 
the Presbytery Office and leave your contact details 
(phone number and/or email address) and we will get 
back to you with a student’s name. 
 

Save the Date - Peter Kearney  
Reflection Concert  

Date:   Saturday, 6 November. 
Time:   2.00pm - 3.30pm.  
Venue:  Mary Star of the Sea Church, Lake Cathie.   
Cost:  Donations and purchases after the  
  concert. 
Email Tony on: tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au for 
more information. 
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Remember in Prayer 

https://withyouforlife.org.au/pastoral/
https://stagnesparish.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=aa8e6d874089972fb9054a037&id=43e7a72926
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Peter Wood 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
Parish Pastoral Council email: 
pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

PAYS 
0.45% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am- 1.00pm. Please note: It is 
not open during lockdown. 

Phone Veronica or Mary for any  
enquiries on 6583 7439. 

All enquiries outside these hours 
phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444  
or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Monday: No Mass 
Tuesday: 9.30am or 11.000am Residential aged care only   
  12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   
Wednesday:   9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (Sunday Mass) 
  6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (Sunday Mass) 
Thursday:  12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
 4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (Sunday Mass) 
Friday:  12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 
Saturday: 6.00pm Vigil Mass Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:  7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES FOR ATTENDANCE AT MASS 

 Masks are mandatory.  Sanitise your hands  prior to entering. 

 Attendees must check in  for Mass via the QR code available at the  

 entrances of the church or chapels OR sign in with your contact details on 
 the forms provided. Please ensure you print your name and contact    
 number legibly. 

 One person per 4sqm rule applies. The capacity in St Agnes’ Catholic 
Church is 100 people so those first to arrive will be able to be seated in 
the church. Seating is designated according to a set number of people per 
seat. Please take note of the signage and sit where directed to maintain 
the required distance. Could  families of 4 or more, please sit upstairs in 
the choir loft. 

 No singing is permitted. Do not shake hands, hug or kiss at sign of peace. 

 Communion cannot be distributed on the tongue. 

 All visitors (including those who use the QR code) need to make      
themselves known, prior to entering the church and chapels. 

Please do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like symptom.  
Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 

 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 

Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

 

Liturgical Celebrations  
ORDINARY TIME 27 

  

Monday 4 October 
St Francis of Assisi              Memorial 
 

Tuesday 5 October 
St Faustina Kowalska          Optional 
 

Wednesday 6 October 
St Bruno                                  Optional 
 

Thursday 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary     Memorial 
 

Saturday 9 October 
St Denis and companions  Optional 
St John Leonardi                  Optional 

5.00pm: 
R1:   Worner Family 
R2:   Worner Family 
C:     Ann Thurgate 
EMHC:   Di Hughes    (Connor Hudson) 
SAC:   Tony Worner 
Welcomers:  Debbie Rennes, Kate De Bressac                    

Power Point:   Volunteer 
 

Tuesday 12.05pm 12 October:     
R: Volunteer           SAC: Sandra Hartas 
 

Thursday 12.05pm 14 October:    
R: Sandra Hartas   SAC Leone Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm 15 October:          
R: Tony Worner     SAC: Alan Wheatland 

7.30am:  
R1:   Gai Arnold 
R2:   Jennifer Campbell 
C:     Jim O’Brien 
EMHC:  Gai Green 
SAC:   Leone Flanagan 
Welcomers:  Wendy Welsh, Geoff Leary                   
 

9.00am:  
R1:   Georgina Darcy 
R2:   Cathy Hawtin 
C:      Sue Williams 
EMHC:  Michelle Baird, Sandra Hartas      
SAC:   Sandra Hartas 
Welcomers: Gavin Smith, Sue Williams 

Roster Commencing 10 October 

mailto:pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-francis-of-assisi
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/stfaustina
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bruno
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/our-lady-of-the-rosary/
https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/october-9-st-denis-and-companions/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-leonardi

