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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Year C  First Sunday of Advent 

Dear parishioners and friends, 
 

This week has been my first full week back after a 4 week break that the Bishop encouraged me to take after my   
recent radiation treatment had completed and it is wonderful to be back! I went to Newcastle this week to see the 
ENT specialist as it was three months since the surgery. He is very happy with how everything has healed and is              
progressing and I do not have to see him now till late February – like most cancer patients I will be seeing him every 
three months for a while just for check-ups just in case. 
 

At the recent clergy conference in Lismore the Bishop mentioned to us that of all the dioceses in NSW ours has the 
highest rate of vaccination among the clergy. Apart from one, all the clergy of this diocese are vaccinated. This, for 
me, is a beautiful sign of how dedicated and committed the clergy of this diocese are to serving you, our parishioners 
and friends and our wider communities.  
 

We have a history of doing this:- 
When it was mandated after the Royal Commission that we have a Working With Children Check – we did. 
When it was mandated that we have a National Criminal History Check – we did. 
When it was mandated that we do annual professional standards training – we did. 
When it was necessary to have a flu vax to care for the aged – we did. 
When it was necessary to have a variety of vaccinations to minister in the hospital – we did. 
And the list goes on……. 
 

This has always been done in order to serve and protect our parish communities which we love. The above then is 
part of the rationale behind the COVID vaccination policy that has been published for the parish. As you read this I am 
also conscious that our diocese and other dioceses of Australia already have, or are putting in place, similar              
policies for clergy and those engaged in ministry in the church. 
 

As Parish Priest I have a duty of care to all those who we minister to and to those who are the ministers. That means 
that anyone engaged in ministry of any kind – which means anyone who is a volunteer or an employee – and anyone 
who we come into contact with at home, at church, in our aged care, in our schools, in our social services, in our  
prayer groups and again  - the list goes on. 
 

I totally respect a person’s choice not to be vaccinated yet I am also very aware that every time we make a choice it 
has consequences. Sometimes the consequences are not to our liking but, for me, the greater good of ensuring the 
safety of all and the ability and willingness to put others first, even if it means making a personal sacrifice, are the two 
guiding principles behind this COVID vaccination policy. 
 

Please be aware of the following: 
Fr Peter has now taken up his appointment as Administrator at Murwillumbah. 
Fr Roland is on annual leave. Returning 10 December. 
Deacon Prodencio is away preparing for his Ordination on 8 December and will return to Port Macquarie on                
10  December and offer  his Thanksgiving Mass.  
God bless. 
Paul   

Health update 

COVID Vaccination Policy 

Clergy 
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 Ordination  
Deacon Prodencio Bognay 

Please keep Deacon Prodencio Bognay in your prayers  
as he prepares for his  Ordination into the Priesthood on 
Wednesday, 8 December in St Carthage’s Cathedral, 
Lismore. If parishioners  will be attending can you please 
make contact with the office of St Carthages’ church 
office as soon as possible, numbers are needed as we 
will still be adhering to the 1 person/2sqm rule. 
Email: office@stcarthages.org.au or phone 6626 0200. 
 

Thanksgiving Mass 
Father Prodencio will offer his 
Thanksgiving Mass in St Agnes’ 
Church on Friday 10 December at 
6.00pm. All parishioners are invited 
to attend this special Mass. The   
Filipino community will host a light 
supper after the Mass in the Church 
grounds.  For catering purposes if 
you will be attending the supper can 
you please contact the Presbytery Office. 
 

Christmas Hampers 
As mentioned previously the annual 
Parish Christmas Hamper Appeal 
will be taking on a different format 
this year, to ensure those within our 
community who need  assistance at 
this time are cared for. The Appeal is 
to be shared between three groups 
within our Parish. 

 St Agnes’ parishioners . 

 St Agnes’ Parish schools. 

 St Vincent de Paul. 

Parishioners are invited to  make cash donations, which 
can  be placed in an envelope and put in the collection 
boxes or left at the Presbytery Office. These donations 
will then be used to purchase vouchers for food and 
gifts for the recipients.  Once again thank you for your 
generosity for this appeal. 
 

‘Blessed’ Advent & Christmas  
Daily Reflections 

By meditating on God’s Word in daily 
reflections, may you be graced with 
moments of silence to ponder in your 
heart (cf Lk 2:19) the many ‘blessings’ 
in your life. 
The 2021 Advent and Christmas  Daily 
Reflection book is available from the 
church, chapels and the Presbytery 
Office. We ask for a gold coin dona-
tion towards the cost of these books 
…. thank you. 
 

 

Advent Bursts 
Advent bursts, violet and beautiful 

like the jacaranda tree on the very brink 
of an Australian summer. 

It is a tree of contradictions,  
like this southern season of the Church’s year: 
green-leafed in winter, autumn gold in spring, 

blossoming from bare trunk  
to welcome in November. 

A myriad trumpets cluster for short fanfares 
before it lays a purple carpet to greet its king 

who is not yet – but coming. 
Sister Verna Holyhead  

 

Congratulations Fr Paul 

On 30 November Fr Paul 
will celebrate the 31st year 

of his Ordination to the 
Priesthood. He was  
Ordained in 1990 at  

St Augustine’s Church in  
Coffs Harbour. 

Then on 3 December  
he will celebrate a   

‘special O’ birthday.  
Many happy  

returns and all God’s  

blessings for the future.  
 

November Mass Intentions 
Tuesday 30 November:  John, Norma and David Newlyn, 
Joseph and  Bernadette Farrugia, Joanne Farrugia, Roy and 
Audrey Carroll, deceased members of Bard and Pateman  
families; Alice Barry, deceased members of  Barry family;  
Candelario and Atilana Amigable, Arturo Eltanal, Raquel   
Familiar, Barbara Butcher, Geoffrey Williams, deceased 
members of Corsanes family; Mary Clark, Mary Adams, Paul 
Adams, Lelia Dunne, Sue Aryes, John and Judy Norfor, Ann 
Roche, deceased  members of MacBean family; Heather 
Mangold, Anthony Mangold, Monica McNamara, Frank 
McNamara, Chris  Patterson,   Gemma Thompson, deceased 
members of Devitt and Finlayson families; Fr J V Walsh SM, 
Julian Duczyuski;  parents of Donna Leng. 
Wednesday 1 December: John Herring, Deceased members 
of Trent, Doyle and Cashman families; John, Margaret,     
Michael, Bernard, Leo Heagney, Brett Wood, Tracey Scott, 
deceased relatives and friends of Ryan and Heagney families; 
deceased members of Brinkman family; Athol and Jean   
Lewis; John Hayward, deceased relatives and friends of    
Hayward family, Adam Triggell; deceased members of      
Byrnes, Keathing and William families. 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:office@stcarthages.org.au


Parish Ministries  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC): 
A reminder of the upcoming formation and training        
sessions for our EMHC and anyone else interested. 
(teachers in one of our schools who attended a session last 
year or the beginning of this year do not need to attend 
again.) 
To be held in St Agnes’ Church: 
Thursday 2 December                 5:15 pm                                 
Friday 3 December                      12:45 pm (after Mass) 
For further information and to indicate which session you 
will attend, please email: 
 Tony:   tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au or 
Vanessa: vanessa.denham@stagnesparish.org.au    
 

Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

During the season of Advent our newly commissioned  
leaders of Liturgy of the Word will be celebrating a Liturgy 
of the Word with Communion in St Agnes’ Church on the 
following dates: 
 Monday 29 November at 5.15pm. 
 Saturday 4 December at 8.00am. 
 Monday 6 December at 5.15pm. 
 Saturday 11 December at 8.00am. 
 Monday 13 December at 5.15pm. 
All parishioners are invited to these liturgies. 

 

Advent Novena Masses 
The Filipino Catholic community in St Agnes parish is     
planning to celebrate a nine-day series of Masses in      
preparation for the feast of the Birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Known as Simbang Gabi (Dawn/Night Mass) in the 
Philippines, this Advent Novena Mass is also celebrated in 
honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It will start at 7:00pm 
from 15-23 December at St Agnes church, Port Macquarie. 
All parishioners are welcome to join the Filipino community 
in these Masses.  
 

St Agnes’ Gift Shop 

The gift shop is now located in the Presbytery office, next 
to the Church. It has for sale a range of cards, religious gifts 
and Christmas cards. As the new liturgical year begins it 
also has for sale: 
 Columban calendars. 
 God’s Word  2022 Daily Reflections. 
 Daily Mass books for 2022. 
 

Cancellation of Weekday Masses 

With Fr Roland on leave until 10 December and Fr Peter  
now in Murwillumbah, Fr Paul will be our only priest for 
the next two weeks. Please see below the list of weekday 
Masses we have had to cancel over this period.  
 Wednesday 8 December 6.00pm Telegraph Point 
 Thursday 9 December 12.05pm St Agnes 
 Friday 10 December 12.05pm St Agnes 
 Tuesday 14 December 12.05pm St Agnes 

 

 
 

Recently Deceased: Kevin O’Connor, Ralene Borg,  
Michael Semrani, Gemma Thompson, Mary Everson, 
Gwendolyn Greenwood. 
Anniversaries:  Joanne Farrugia, Pedro Tapaia,  
Phyllis Carlon, Dorrie White. 
Other Mass Intentions: Fr Anthony Lemon, Neville G, 
Ellen, Barry and Monica Doyle, Sinai  Castro, Debbie 
McRae, John Archer, Eileen Bennett, Cyril Bennett, 
John and Kathleen Carroll, Rita Warlters, Beryl   
Thomas, Elizabeth Clavin, Michael Grace, donor     
intentions, masses for the sick, thanksgiving masses.   

 

Prayer for HSC students 
God we ask you to be close to all  

HSC students during this time.  
Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence  

in the knowledge that you hold them  
in the palm of your hand. 

Bless them with a keen understanding  
and a retentive memory.  

Give them the ability to be exact in their  
explanations and to express themselves clearly. 

Holy Spirit send them your gifts of  
wisdom and knowledge.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Journey Into the Catholic Faith 
There will be no Journey into the Catholic Faith on 
Tuesday 30 November. If you have any questions 
please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
All children are welcome to attend these special         
sessions held during the 5.00pm Mass each Sunday.         
 

2022 Pilgrimages, Tours & Event 
Should you be interested in either of these two 
pilgrimages there are flyers available in the   
Presbytery Office. 
Strength for the Journey - Tassie Tour/Holy Week 
Cradle Mountain Retreat  
(Friday 8 April - Monday 18 April 2022)    
Checkout the digital itinerary: 
https://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/03869479-DBB7-
4FE7-B86B-A3B7CCE1D893 
 

The 2022 Grand Catholic Italy & Oberammergau 
Tour 
(Friday 2 September - Monday 19 September 2022)  
Checkout the digital itinerary: 
https://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/4F2105DB-C405-
4259-9284-9018EED04FE2 
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Remember in Prayer 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
Assistant Priest 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Deacon  
Prodencio Bognay 
Presbytery Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
Parish Pastoral Council email: 
pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

 

PAYS 
0.45% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am- 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444  
or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish 
Monday:  No Mass 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.000am Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church             
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (Sunday Mass)    
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (Sunday Mass)              
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church            
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (Sunday Mass) 
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Vigil Mass Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES FOR ATTENDANCE AT MASS 

 Masks are mandatory.  Sanitise your hands  prior to entering. 

 Attendees must check in  for Mass via the QR code available at the  

 entrances of the church or chapels OR sign in with your contact details on 
 the forms provided. Please ensure you print your name and contact    
 number legibly. 

 One person per 2sqm rule applies. The  capacity in St Agnes’ Catholic 
Church is 160. Seating will remain designated according to a set number 
of people per seat . Please take note of the signage and sit where directed 
to maintain the required distance. Could  families of 4 or more, please sit 
upstairs in the choir loft. 

 Congregational singing is not permitted. Do not shake hands, hug or kiss 
at sign of peace. 

 Communion cannot be distributed on the tongue. 

 All visitors (including those who use the QR code) need to make        
themselves known, prior to entering the church and chapels. 

Please do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like symptom.  
Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming, St Carthages’ Cathedral, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Year C/2 

  

Tuesday 30 November 
St Andrew                                  Feast 
 
Friday 3 December 
St Francis Xavier               Memorial 
 

5.00pm: 
R1:   Worner Family 
R2:   Worner Family 
R3:   Worner Family 
C:     Tony Worner 
EMHC:   Connor Hudson, Debbie Rennes 
SAC:   Sandra Hartas 
Welcomers:   Debbie Ward 
                         Peter Briscoe 
 

Tuesday 12.05pm 7 December:     
R:  Volunteer               SAC: Sandra Hartas 
 

Thursday 12.05pm 9 December    
NO MASS 

Friday 12.05pm 10 December:          
NO MASS 

7.30am:  
R1:   Joanne Hogan 
R2:   Gai Arnold 
C:     Pat McLoughlin 
EMHC:  Dianne Gander 
SAC:   Denise Smith 
Welcomer:   Rebecca Cameron 
                        
9.00am:  
R1:   Wendy Schumann 
R2:   Margaret Donnelly 
C:     Barry Johnson 
EMHC:   Michelle Baird, Donna Sprague 
SAC:   Sue Williams 
Welcomer:  Vanessa Denham 
CL: Lisa James, Geoff Leary 

Roster Commencing 5 December 
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