
30 April – 1 May  2022 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality 
by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

 Third Sunday of Easter 

HOMILY by Richard Leonard 

The Shawshank Redemption was the hit film of 1994. In it we follow the incarceration and escape plans of Tim Rob-
bins and Morgan Freeman. Robbins is condemned to life imprisonment for the murder of his wife and her lover. 
Freeman says he is the ‘only guilty man in Shawshank Prison’. Based on Stephen King's novella, this        uplifting 
film is a surprise package from a writer whose fame comes from the horror genre.  

The longer we watch the film, the more we realise that Stephen King has modelled his story on the Gospel of 
John. It is, in many respects a more modern parable about John's portrait of Jesus. Tim Robbins' character, 
Andy, like Jesus, is an innocent man, treated harshly by the authorities of his day. He has to endure the            
condemnation and cruelty of the leading religious zealots who are keepers of law and order, while he inspires 
others to think of a world free of subjection and oppression where they can be free to live the life of which they 
dream. Like John's Jesus, Andy has big dreams and often talks in riddles, but he leaves clues for others to follow 
him in their quest for freedom.  

In the last part of the film, after Andy has successfully escaped and the governor of the prison has been exposed 
for the hypocrite he is, Freeman is paroled after serving 31 years hard labour. He decides to go where Andy has 
gone and, just as Andy promised when they were together in prison, he finds that Andy has prepared the way 
for him to follow. The moving climax of the film comes as Robbins and Freeman meet on a beach, embrace each 
other and share food and drink to celebrate the new life both of them have discovered.  

Stephen King understands John's portrait of Jesus very well. For all of Jesus' assuredness and composure 
throughout the Gospel, the sense of care and intimacy in the encounters with his friends is deeply moving.  

In the Easter Gospel to which we have just listened, Jesus returns to where his friends have fled from Jerusalem. 
In a parable about the growing numbers of the early Church, the Eucharist and the suffering they are enduring, 
John reaffirms that Jesus is intimately present in their following of him and their suffering for the Kingdom. The 
only sense John can make of Jesus' death, the martyrdom of the apostles or the persecution of the early church 
is to see them all as acts of love. ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.’  

Those of us who have been caught up in the net of God's 
love are heirs to the same promises of Jesus’ fidelity. 
Christ is intimately present to us in every act of loving 
sacrifice we undertake for him. He continues to send us 
out to tell people of the place that has been prepared 
for them at the banquet of life and he gives us strength 
to gird our loins for the times when life takes us to plac-
es we would rather not go.  

In this Eucharist let's be grateful for this Easter season 
when we celebrate again that we have been set free 
from the prison of our fears and shown the way to live a 
life of sacrificial love and undeserved redemption.  

 

© Richard Leonard SJ 
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A series of Zoom events focused on 
Church renewal 

In this, its 50th year of Theological Education, Yarra  
Theological Union – along with Garratt Publishing 
and Australasian Catholic Coalition For Church            
Renewal – invites you to attend a series of ground-
breaking, crucial seminars as we journey to the second 
(and final) assembly of the Australian Plenary Council, 
and prepare for the Synod on Synodality. Join over four 
Monday evenings in May as we focus on synodality, 
governance and leadership of the Church in the context 
of Church renewal.   
You’ll learn from an outstanding line-up of local and  
international experts offering insights into the Plenary, 
the preparations for the Pope’s Synod of Bishops, and 
initiatives globally in places such as Germany, Ireland 
and more. You’ll also discover how our Australian    
Catholic Bishops Conference commissioned The Light 
from the Southern Cross report which offers an inclusive 
approach to governance – with a clear ethos of          
synodality. 
EVENT DETAILS 
WHEN: Monday Evenings – May 2, 9, 16 & 23 
TIME: 7:30-9:00pm (AEST)* 
WHERE: Online via Zoom (link will be provided upon 
booking) 
COST: $22.00 incl. GST (covers all four sessions). 

Excludes TryBooking fee. BOOKINGS: via TryBooking 
Come join in the conversation on 4 May at 7.30 pm 
Via Zoom/SOS YEAR’S THEME: Being Heard ... 
TOPIC: “Being heard – the role of Radio  and Social       
Media” 
Come, and from the comfort of your own home, on 
your own or with a friend or two, engage with Simon 
Marnie from the ABC, Elizabeth Webster, teacher and 
parent, and Tylah McConnell, a young midwife from the 
Northern Territory. They will explore the role that Radio 
and Social Media can play in our lives – how can         
listening to the radio and becoming users of social     
media increase our sense of justice; make us better   
people – more caring and compassionate .. how do we 
sort out what is “true” and what is “fake” from the    
digital world and on the wireless (to use a wonderfully 
old-fashioned word!)…..? Click here for ZOOM LINK 
 

We pray for all involved in the Port Macquarie 
Ironman - both competitors and volunteers. May 
they participate in a respectful manner, true to 

the sport and other participants. 

Did you know? May – Month of Mary 
The Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to 
Mary, virgin and Mother, arose at the end of the 13th   
century. In this way, the Church was able to Christianise 
the secular feasts, e.g. the spring harvest in the northern 
hemisphere – which were taking place at the time. In the 
16th century, books appeared and fostered this devotion. 
The practice became especially popular among the    
members of the Jesuit Order. All Popes since this time 
have recommended that people honour the role of Mary 
in the Church. Therefore, and especially at this time with 
the conflict in Ukraine, there is no better time than May 
to honour Mary through the prayer of the Rosary.  

 

Our Lady of Fatima 
We will be celebrating the feast of 
Our Lady of Fatima on Friday, 13 May 
with our Cenacle held at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Church, Lake Cathie at 
3.00pm. Cenacle includes Adoration, 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary and a 
reading from The Marian Movement 
of Priest blue book. Please join       

together in prayer as we ask our Mother to intercede for 
us for the needs of the world — especially for peace.  
For more information contact Rose on 0415 435 135. 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep’ ” 

How do we use the gifts we receive from God? Mary Lou 
Williams was an American jazz pianist and composer 
whose life spanned most of the twentieth century. She 
taught herself to play the piano at the age of three and 
from six onwards, as the second child of a family of     
eleven, was already contributing to their financial survival. 
By the time she was an adult she had played and         
composed with most of the jazz greats of the time. From 
1952 to 1954 she toured Europe and the years of hard 
playing  and partying took their toll, resulting in a break-
down and a revulsion for the piano. Her recovery began 
with her conversion to Catholicism and the friendship of 
several priests who were also jazz lovers. Moved by the 
death of her great friend Charlie Parker, she began to use 
her savings to help addicted musicians, turning her house 
into a halfway house for poor people as well as for        
addicted musicians. Her priestly advisers persuaded her to 
return to music, telling her she could continue to serve 
God and the Church by using her exceptional musical gifts. 
With attendance at daily Mass as her regular support, she    
returned to her life of music but added religious           
compositions to her  repertoire. Her charitable work    
continued with the setting up of a thrift store in Harlem, 
directing its proceeds, together with ten percent of her 
own earnings, to musicians in need. Looking back on her 
life before she died in 1981, she remarked ‘I did it, didn’t 
I? Through muck and mud.’ 

The Living Word 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89985771510?pwd=aC9qN1ZJdkJmVlJXY1ZtbFViWVNOQT09


Journey Into the Catholic Faith 
When: Tuesday 3 May at 5:30pm 

Where: PAC Boardroom (next to the Parish Hall) 

All are welcome to join us for these  sessions. Coming up this 
week…  Devotion to Mary and the Saints.  Since the first 
centuries of Christianity, Mary and the saints have played an 
important role in Catholic belief and practice. In the first 
four centuries of the Church, devotion to Mary developed 
into a central marker of Christian life. In the same era,    
martyrs of the early Church began to be held up both as  
exemplars of faith and as intercessors. The relative           
importance of Mary and the saints in Catholics' religious  
imaginaries has varied significantly over time and in different 
cultural contexts, and they have been called upon for a 
range of different purposes. 
 

Wraps With Love 
A big THANK YOU from Wraps with Love to all 
who donated wool for our knitters to make 
our much need wraps. 
 

RCIA Congratulations 
We congratulate and welcome Matthew Strumolo into our 
parish family following his Reception into the church last 
Friday. We pray that Matthew and all those who have been 
initiated over these past few weeks continue to grow in faith 
and are always supported and encouraged by the friendship 
and guidance of members of our parish community.   
 

Pre Marriage Education Team 
Our St Agnes’ Parish Marriage support team are looking for 
volunteers who would be interested in training to prepare 
engaged  couples for the sacrament of marriage. This team 
has been running for over 25 years with the main focus on 
preparing couples to marry.  All members of the team are 
committed to marriage education, work on a volunteer basis 
and participate in professional development opportunities 
so as to provide contemporary and relevant presentations.  
The pre marriage course for engaged couples generally    
occurs over a weekend. If you are interested in volunteering 
please leave your name and contact details with the Pastoral 
Office on  6583 1024. 
 

Qi Gong  
Qi Gong will continue on  Wednesday, in the Tenison Woods 
Centre starting at 9.00am. Cost is $5.00 per session. All are 
welcome. For more information please contact Judy on         
0409 306 207. 

 

 

Recently Deceased:   Maria Coles, Rina Gobbo,     
Emily Rogers, Shane Makin,  Marian Sinclair,  
Frederick Halliwell. 
Anniversaries:  Bill Rourke, Gregory Craig, Mary 
Malycha, Kathleen Lucas, Hazel Stephens, Thomas 
Raymond Dick. 
Other Mass Intentions:  James Craig, deceased  
members of Dessa family, deceased members of   
Patrao family, Loretta D’Sa, Yoland, Cyril and Eileen 
Bennett, Hilton Dodds, Mary Walklate, Beryl Thomas, 
Francoise Cassegrain, Daphne DeZilva, donor          
intentions  masses and masses of  thanksgiving.   

For Your Diary 
Human Struggle  & Hope Interfaith Event: 

An Interfaith event between the 
Port Macquarie Muslim community 
and the Port Macquarie Uniting 
Church at CSU on Tuesday 17 May 
at 6.00pm – 9.00pm. It includes a 
meal sponsored by both groups 

with Muslim and Christian speakers  exploring hope, 
meaning and the transcendent during these times. 
Registration is essential: 
office@portmacquarie.unitingchurch.org.au 
Contact Tony, Leader of Formation, for more          
information tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au.  
 

Year 7 Information Nights 
It's not too late to register for the Year 7 Information 
Nights. 
MacKillop College Information Night: 
Date:   Monday, 2 May  
Time:   6.00 pm start (tour straight after)   
Address:  MacKillop College (junior campus), 
Ocean Drive, Port Macquarie 
After the Information session, you will have the     
opportunity to tour the school and talk to teachers 
and other parents. 
St Joseph's Regional College Information Night: 
Date:   Tuesday, 3 May  
Time:   Tour starts at 5.00 pm, with Information 
session beginning at 6.00 pm 
Address:  St Joseph's Regional College, College 
Drive, Port Macquarie 
Before the information session, you will have the  
opportunity to tour the school and talk to teachers 
and other parents. 

 

Please check your zoning before registering to ensure 
you attend the information session aligned to the 
school zones for where you live. 

Registration: www.enrolinexcellence.org.au or call 
the Parish Administration Centre on (02) 6588 7444 
We look forward to seeing you on the night! 
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Remember in Prayer 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

Parish Pastoral Council email: 
pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

 

PAYS 
0.45% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am- 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444  
or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (Sunday Mass)    
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (Sunday Mass)              
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church            
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (Sunday Mass) 
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Vigil Mass St Mary  Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES UPDATE 
 Masks are no longer mandatory, but at this stage you are still            

encouraged to wear one when attending Mass. 
 There is no density limit so no designated seating (apart from that    

reserved for those with special mobility needs). 
 Communion still cannot be distributed on the tongue.  
 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other in these times of 
change and do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like        
symptoms. Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Third Week of EASTER 
 
Monday 2 May 
St Athanasius                  Memorial 
 
Tuesday 3 May 
Sts Philip and James           Feast 
 

5.00pm: 
R1:  Olivia Nichols 
R2:  Lucy Ryan 
R3:  Georgia Ryan 
C:     Timo Gobius 
EMHC:    Marg Gobius 
 Jason Gill 
SAC: Sandra Hartas 
Welcomer:  Debbie Rennes (+ PP) 
                       Kate de Bressac 
    
Tuesday 12.05pm, 10 May 
R: Volunteer               SAC:  Sue Williams 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 12 May 
R: Vanessa Denham SAC: Leonie Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm, 13 May 
R: Thelma Morton    SAC: Sandra Hartas 

7.30am:  
R1:  Gai Arnold 
R2:  Peter Johnson 
C:     Pat McLoughlin 
EMHC:    Denise McLoughlin 
 Don Bittu 
SAC: Denise Smith 
Welcomer:  Bec Cameron 
 
9.00am:  
R1:    Georgina Darcy 
P2:    Alan Wheatland 
C:      Denise Puzas 
EMHC:           Maria Barros 
                       Sue Williams 
SAC:               Sue Williams 
Welcomer:    Vanessa Denham 

Roster Commencing 8 May 2022  
         Fourth Sunday of Easter   
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